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The Committee selected from the signataries of the original Pro- 
spectus has agreed upon the following works to be included in the 
series : — 

BaUR's CHRISTIANiry AND THE ChURCH IN THE FiRST THREE 

Centuries. 
Zeller, the Acts of the Apostles critically examined. 
Ewald's Prophets of the Old Testament. 
Keim's Life of Jesus of Nazara. 
Baur's Paul, his Life and Work. 
Kuenen, The Eeligion of Israel. 
Bleek's Lectures on the Apocalypse. 

Of these, the following were published and included in the First 
Year's Subscription : — 

Keim (Th.), History of Jesus of Nazara. Considered in its 
connexion with the National Life of Israel, and related in 
detail. Vol. L 

Baur (F. C), Paul, the Apostle of Jesus Christ, his Life 
and Work, his Epistles and Doctrine. A contribution to a 
Critical History of Primitive Christianity. Vol I. 

Kuenen (A), The Eeligion of Israel. Translated by A. H. 
May. Vol. L • 

The Second Year's volumes consist of — 

Kuenen's Eeligion of Israel. Vol. II. Translated by A. H. 

May. 
Baur's Paul ; the second and concluding volume. Translated 

by the Eev. Allan Menzies ; and, 
Bleek's Lectures on the ApdcALYPSE. Edited by the Eev. 

Dr. S. Davidson. 

The Third Year will embrace — 

Kuenen's Eeligion of Israel; the third and concluding volume. 
Keim's Jesus of Nazara. Vol. IL Translated by the Eev. 

E. M. Geldart. 
Ewald's Prophets of Israel. Translated by the Eev. J. Fred. 

Smith. 
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Beyond these, the following yolumes are ready, or nearly so, for the 
press : — 

Zeller on the Acts. To which is prefixed Overbeck's Intro- 
duction to the Acts from De Wette's Handbuch. Translated 
by Joseph Dare. Edited by Dr. S. Davidson. 

Baur's First Three Centuries of the Christian Church, 
Vol. I, and the following volumes of Ewald's Prophets and 
Keim's Jesus. 

We have also put in hand new and revised editions of the first 
volume of Keim's Jesus and of Baur's Paul, which, when ready, we 
propose to exchange for the volumes first issued on favourable terms 
to the Subscribers. 

The following are also in the hands of Translators : — 

A Short Protestant Commentary on the New Testament ;. 

including Introductions to the Books by Lipsius, Holsten, Lang, 

Pfleiderer, Holtzmann, Hilgenfeld, and others. 
ScHOLTEN. On the GtosPEL OF St. John. 

As a means of increasing the number of Subscribers, it has been 
suggested to us that many of the present supporters will probably be 
able to furnish us with lists of persons of liberal thought, to whom we 
would send the Prospectus.' We shall thankfully receive such lists. 

WILLIAMS & NORGATK 



14 Henbibtta Street, Covent Gabden, 
London, W.C. 
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THE EPISTLES OF THE APOSTLE PAUL 



FOUKTH CHAPTER. 

THE EPISTMIS TO THE EPHESIANS AND TO THE COLOSSIANS. 

The Pauline origin of the Epistle to the Ephesians has only 
recently been challenged ; yet, with the exception of the Pastorals, 
there is none of the shorter Pauline Epistles the genuineness of 
which is more questionable: The bold and original method of 
criticism which Schleiermacher applied to the First Epistle to 
Timothy was adopted by De Wette in his treatment of the 
Epistle to the Ephesians; by the same process, namely, by 
demonstrating its dependence upon another work, he raised the 
gravest doubts as to its authentic apostolic origin. And the 
verdict of criticism on this Epistle,^ which De Wette was the 
first to pronounce, is, that it is nothing but a rhetorical expansion 
of the Epistle to the Colossians. It is of no avail to insist upon 
the contrast between the flowing style and copious language of this 
Epistle, and the thoughtful conciseness of that to the Colossians ; 
on the contrary, this very diflference, when considered along with 
those other elements in our Epistle which certainly cannot belong 
to the apostle, brings us very easily to the conclusion that it was 
formed upon the model of the other. In the same way, as 
Schleiermacher showed, the First Epistle to Timothy resulted from 
a free use of materials borrowed from the other two pastoral 

^ De'Wette'fl judgment was still wayering in the fourth edition of his Eia- 
leitnng in das N. T. 1842 ; but in the Kurae Erkl&rung des Epheserbriefs, 1843, 
p. 79 (p* 89 in 2d Edition), we find him pronouncing distinctly for its spurioosness. 
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2 LIFE AND WOBK OF PAUL. [Part II. 

Epistles. This assertion of criticism has indeed given great offence, 
and a world of trouble has been expended in seeking to prove the 
Epistle genuine;-^ but the discovery once made was not one that 
could be proved either untrue or unimportant ; and it only remains 
to be seen whether what happened in the case of the pastoral 
Epistles will happen here, that the doubts of criticism, once aroused 
by the proof of such a relation existing between the two writings, 
will not endanger only one of them, but draw both the Epistles so 
connected into the same condemnation. 

The relation between the two Epistles is certainly striking 
enough,^ and by the nearly unanimous judgment of critics and 
interpreters^ it is the Epistle to the Ephesians, and not that to 
the Colossians, which must be held to be dependent on the other. 
How is it then, if this Epistle be genuine, that the apostle, who is 
not in general at any loss for ideas, writes to two different 
churches not far separate from each other, under the same cir- 
cumstances, and, as is almost universally supposed, at the same time, 
two letters so very like each other ? The resemblance which this 
Epistle bears to that to the Colossians in many of its arguments, 
ways of thinking, and expressions, is sought to be explained by 

^ This is done by BUckert in a very boisterous manner ; Der Brief Panli an 
die Eph., 1834, p. 303 sq, ''Only a man such as Paul was can be the author of 
this Epistle, and if it was not • he, point out to me the spirit in that age that was 
his peer. It is impossible that he can have passed over the world and left no 
trace behind. I ask then, who was he, and where? In the ranks of the imita- 
tors, the compilers, or the quacks, we dare not seek him ; where then ?*' 

Critical doubts .then, it appears, may be simply disposed of even now-a-days 
with declamations like this. The author of a canonical Epistle, such writers 
imagine, must either have been an apostle, or one of the most despicable class of 
men, **the botchers, forgers, and wooden-headed compilers" (p. 299); or, if he 
were not a compiler, he must have been known to us by reputation, since he 
could not have gone through the world without leaving his mark on history. 
But is not this product of his genius itself a sufficient trace of his existence ? 

^ Compare the tabulated comparison of the passages given by De Wette in 
his Einleitung, p. 259, and the Commentary on the Epistle, p. 79. (Edition of 
1847, p. 89.) 

^ The only exception here is Mayerhof, Der Brief an die Oolosser, etc. (The 
Epistle to the Colossians critically examined, with special reference to the three 
Pastoral Epistles, 1838.) 
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Chap. IV.] EPISTLES TO EPHE8IANS AND C0L0S8IANS. 3 

supposing that Paul had been writing that Epistle a short time 
before, and that the direction of thought induced by his controversy 
with the sects there combated was still prevailing in his mind ; 
hence, it is further said, it is clear that he must have written the 
Epistle to the Colossians the first of the two. This is the account 
of the matter given by Neander,^ and to the same purpose Harless 
says '} " A writing directed by the apostle to a second body of 
Christians, just after he had discharged the mournful duty to 
which he saw himself compelled, of defending the infinite riches of 
the wisdom of God against the inroads of poor human wisdom, 
this Epistle naturally exhibits much greater play and movement 
in the treatment of its materials, while at the same time a multi^ 
tude of similarities clearly demonstrate its kinship with that 
which he had just composed.** In a word, then, the apostle wrote 
these two Epistles at the same time ; this is the solution of the 
diflBculty with which we are presented. But what, we cannot 
help inquiring, could induce the apostle, after finishing the Epistle 
to the Colossians, to continue writing in the same attitude of 
thought, and to compose another letter, which was not particularly 
called for, in addition to the first ? Is it the apostle's habit to 
write such letters ? And, if the only way to account for the 
character of this Epistle be to assume that it was intended as a 
circular in which Paul, as the apostle of the Gentiles, addressed 
himself to all the Gentile Christians of those regions, just because 
they were Christians, and in which he condescended to no special 
circumstances, but dealt with the one great interest which was 
common to them all, the indisputable efficacy of the gospel among 
the heathen,^ — ^what does this amount to, but a statement of the 
great peculiarity of our Epistle, that the stamp of individuality, 
the colour, form, and manner, which the genuine apostolic Epistles 
carry on their front, are wanting here ? Yet in fact, the assump- 
tion we have mentioned, not only does not explain the actual facts 

1 Planting and Training, i. 329. 

2 Gomm. tiber den Br. Pauli an die Eph., 1834, Einleitnng, S. 39. 
> Neander, vbi supra. 
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4 LIFE AND WOBK OF PAUL. [Part II. 

of the case as they lie before our eyes ; it is but another attempt 
to deny these facts. The peculiar phenomena presented to us in 
the relation of these two Epistles are by no means adequately 
described by speaking of mere points of resemblance, or even of 
a multitude of points of resemblance. The whole contents of the 
two Epistles are substantially the same, and what are called points 
of resemblance are not merely chance repetitions of his former 
words, such as the writer might employ unconsciously. On the 
contrary, we find whole sentences repeated word for word, or with 
such alterations as clearly betray that the original was present to 
the writer's mind. And this is the case, whether we assume, on 
the one hand, that the Epistle to the Colossians was written first, 
and that its shorter and conciser contents were extended in that to 
the Ephesians, or that the lengthier contents of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians were drawn upon, and a sort of abstract of them produced 
in the Epistle to the Colossians. In either case, what we have 
before us is a reproduction of the one Epistle in the other,, such as 
cannot be explained by any fortuitous and unconscious coincidence 
of thought, but only by a distinct intention on the part of the 
writer of one of these Epistles to give a more or less full recast of 
the other ; and even though interpreters and critics should succeed, 
while defending the Epistles' genuineness in demonstrating that there 
is a diflference between the two letters as well as an agreement, it 
will be found that whatever can be made good in this direction 
will not tell in favour of the Epistle to the Ephesians, but of that 
to the Colossians. It is only the latter which, in addition to the 
general contents that are common to both, contains reference to 
peculiar local and individual circumstances, such as the letters of 
the apostle generally present, and so provides against total identity 
with the other Epistle. Such being the case, it is not to be 
wondered at that a recent critic has sought to solve the problem, 
not by assuming the contemporaneousness of the two Epistles, but 
in a totally diflferent way. That the Epistles were written at the 
same time, says Sc^hneckenburger,^ "would explain a general 

^ Beiti^ge zur Einleitung ins N. T., 1832, p. 141 «g. 
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Chap. IV.] EPISTLES TO EPHESIANS AND dOLOSSIANS. 5 

correspondence of ideas, but not such a similarity as we have here 
in details, nor what I must almost call such a mechanical use of 
materials. Nor is there any probable reason for Paul's sending 
two letters of so similar contents to the same district, and about 
the same time." Schneckenburger's opinion is, therefore, that the 
Epistle to the Ephesians (this Epistle is here put first, as that to 
the Colossians by the advocates of the other view) must have been 
before the apostle's eyes when he composed the Colossian Epistle. 
Why should it appear so improbable that when the occasion arose 
for writing to the Colossians, the apostle took up the earlier letter 
he had sent to the same region ? There is no need to think of a 
scroll or draught of that letter, but it is easy to suppose, that 
having drawn out a sort of summary of Christian doctrine and 
morals for the use of his friends in Asia Minor, either he himself 
took a copy of it with a view to future use in the service of 
similar inquirers, or, if he did not do so, that his amanuenses copied 
it for their own improvement and instruction. Then when he had 
to write to the Colossians, he may have taken up that earlier 
letter, and so certain similarities of arrangement and expression 
may have found their way quite naturally into the letter he was 
writing. But the apostle would never have copied himself in this 
manner, nor does this hypothesis, any more than the other, escape 
from the objection that the agreement of the two Epistles is 
not the result of chance, but is certainly intentional And to 
whom can this intention be imputed with the greater likelihood ? 
Shall we impute it to the apostle ? But we can conceive no 
reason why he should have appeared on this occasion as a re- writer 
of his own letters. Shall we not rather impute it to another man, 
who, by the very fact of his conceiving the idea of personating the 
apostle, and writing letters in his name, showed that he had some 
special end to serve, and who thought, perhaps, the better to 
further his end by putting in circulation two editions of one letter ? 
In addition to these considerations regarding the external form 
of the Epistle, we have further to consider that if it was actually 
addressed to the Ephesians, it cannot possibly have been written 
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6 LIFE AND WOBK OF PAUL, [Part IL 

by PauL They were a church in the midst of which he had lived 
for a considerable time, and with which he was intimately 
acquainted ; and how could he write to them as to a church that 
was strange to him^ and speak of their faith as a thing he had 
learned about through others? (Cf. i 15.) The title and address 
which are found in the text (i I) are indeed doubtful ; but even in 
the case that the Epistle was not an epistle to the Ephesians, even 
though the local address were wanting altogether, or ran thus, " To 
the Laodiceans,*' this indistinctness and the uncertainty of the 
destination (which even in the last case is not removed), would of 
themselves afford a presumption against the Pauline origin of the 
Epistle. 

If now we turn to the contents of the Epistle, or rather of the 
two Epistles, — for their contents are so essentially the same that 
they cannot weU be distinguished, — and seek for internal evidence 
of their Pauline character, we shall meet here also with much that 
is peculiar. First of aU, it strikes us as strange that in both 
Epistles the eye of the writer is directed chiefly to the transcen- 
dental regions of the spirit-world ; and there is an effort visible 
throughout to magnify Christ on the side of his higher dignity by 
predicates borrowed from this supersensuous domain. The nearest 
approach to the theology of Paul is in the passage, Eph. i 20 sq,, 
where it is said of Christ, that God raised him from the dead, and 
that he set himself at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
wrepavco ttoo*^? ^PXV^ ^^^ e^ovaia^ Kat Bvpafi€a>^ xal KvpcoTtiro^, 
Kol 7ravT0<; ovofiaro^; ovofia^ofievov ov fJLovov Iv to5 alSiVL rovrtp, 
oKKa Kcu hf toJ fieXXopTi, koi irdvra xnr&ra^ev xnro roxyi irohwi 
avTov. This coincides with the apostle's conception of Christ's 
exaltation, who subjects everything to himself till the process 
reaches its highest stage, 1 Cor. xv. 24. But in which of the 
principal Epistles of Paul do we find those hrovpdvva (c£ iii. 10), 
those regions of the supernatural world, classified as they are here, 
and in Colossians i 16, 17,^ according to the different spirits 

^ In Bom. viii. 38, only apxai and ofyyeXoi are spoken of, but nowhere do we 
find with Paul the Bp6voi and Kvpi&nfr^s of this passage ; and still less, what is 
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Chap. IV.] UPISTLE8 TO EPHE8IAN8 AND C0L08SIAN8. 7 

which, rising step by step, one above the other, severally in- 
habit them ; and where do we find Christ placed, as he is here, 
at the head of the whole system of the spirit- world ? The 
Christology of these two Epistles, however, does not confine 
itself to the contemplation of the dignity of Christ from be- 
neath upwards, as shown in his exaltation ; it also regards Christ 
as having been from the beginning the absolute principle of 
all existence. For it is asserted of him (Col. i 15) that he 
is the likeness of the invisible God, the first-bom of the whole 
creation, because in him aU things were created, the visible 
and the invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers. Everything was created through him 
and to him (in him, that is, is the final purpose in which every 
created thing finds its realization), and he is before aU, and all 
things subsist in him. To him, then, as the creative principle of 
everything existing, there is attributed absolute pre-existence. 
This is found explicitly only in the Epistle to the Colossians ; but 
since that to the Ephesians presupposes the other, there can be no 
doubt that the Christology of both is in the main the same. It 
is true that we find certain hints of similar views in the homolo- 
goumena of the Apostle, but they are no more than hints, the 
meaning of which is open to question ; while here, on the contrary, 
the absolute pre-mundane existence is the dominating idea, the 
pervading element within which the whole thought of these 
Epistles moves. Christ is the centre of the -entire spirit-realm ; 
his activity is represented as bearing chiefiy on the invisible and 
supersensuous world, or at least as comprehending heavenly and 
earthly things, the visible and the invisible, at once and in the 
same degree. For this not only is there no analogy in Paul's 
writings, but we are here transported to a circle of ideas which 
belongs to a totally different historical era, viz., to the period of 

evidently implied in these two passages above,* sucli regular gradations of rank. 
It is true that in 1 Cor. zv. 24, Paul says of Christ that he Karapy^aji iratrav 
apx^fv Koi ircurap t^ovtriav koL dvvafiw, but it is impossible to find here the 
different classes of an angelic hierarchy, and so this passage should not be 
used as a parallel 
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8 LIFE AND WOBK OF PAUL. [Part II. 

Gnosticism. The properties whicli the Gnostics distributed in their 
myths among a number of aeons, all of whom always resolve them- 
selves again into the same central conception, are here united in 
the one Christ, in whom, as in the Gnostic Nous or Monogenes, the 
supreme and absolute God unfolds and reveals his secret essence, 
as the eiKODv rov Qeov rov dopdrov, the irptotoroKo^ 7rcurrf^ /cnaeo}^, 
the highest principle of all life and being. In him, as on the one 
hand avrd^ €<m irpo TravroDv, so on the other, eicncrdr} ra iravra, 
Koi TO. Trdvra ev a\n& aweoTTj/ce, CoL i. 16 sq,, for he is the XpioTo^, 
who is ra Trdvra icai.ev waai, CoLiii 11.^ 

The Gnostic systems rest upon the root idea that all spiritual 

1 According to the doctrine of the Valentinians, Christ sent out of the pleroma 
the Soter, ivh6vTos avr^ natrav rffv bvvafiiv rov irarphs koL irav vn i^ova-iav irapa- 
ddvTos Koi T&p aloi>v«iv dc SfjMlaSf ^iTdds €V avT^ TCL vowa KTifrB^ rh SparcL km rii 
dSparaj Bp6vot, Be&rqTfs^ Kvpi&niT€Sj Iren. Adv. Haer. i. 4, 6. Theodoret (Haer. 
Fabb. i. 7) mentions the same as the doctrine of the Yalentinians, namely, that 
Christ sent the Redeemer Jesus, Sore €v avr^ KTKrOrjvM Ka\ ra opara kol to, 
dSpdra, koL 6p6vovSy icat KvpioTTjTas, Koi $€&rriTas, &s avroX Xeyova-i, It is usually 
assumed that the Yalentinians derived these representations and expressions 
from the Epistle to the Colossians ; but how is it that this letter itself answered 
so closely to the forms of their thought and expression ? We see from Iren. 
i. 3, 4, how they used other passages of these two Epistles for their own pur- 
poses, imh HavXov <j)av€pS>£ elprjcBcu Xiyovtrr koi avrds cori ra irdvra (Col. iii. 11), 
kclL iraKiv (Col. ii. 9) iv avr^ KaroiKel irav rh irkrjp&fia rfjs BcSttjtos, koi to dvaK€- 
^oXaiaxrao-^Oi tcl irdvra iv r^ Xpiar^ dih rov Qeov (Eph. i. 10) ipfirfvevovtriv 
elprja-Scu, koi ct riva Sk\a. It may very reasonably be supposed that the later 
Yalentinians, whom Irenaeus is refuting, appealed to these passages in support of 
their doctrines, but that the agreement of these passages with their doctrines 
results from the fact that the circle in which those Episties arose was permeated 
by similar Gnostic ideas. The first beginnings of Christian speculation coincided, 
as we know, with the beginnings of Gnosis, and thus Gnosis, when developing 
itself, and giving its peculiar impulse to Christian speculation, gave currency to 
many representations and expressions which, though springing from the soil of 
Gnosticism, and though containing Gnostic elements, yet were not offensive to 
the unprejudiced Christian consciousness. Even then, however, every specu- 
lation was not received equally as Christian ; it is remarkable that the Epistle to 
the Colossians speaks of Kvpi&rrireSy but not of BedrriTeSf an idea at which the 
Yalentinians took no offence. There can be no doubt that all these expressions, 
dpxai, i^ova-icu, Bpdvoiy Kvpi&rqres, Se&rrjTes, al&V€g, n\rjpci>iiay etc., belong to a 
circle where speculation about the spirit-world was carried on with peculiar 
zest; but where did this interest arise before Gnosticism began to take form? 
And with what other direction of thought is it more closely and more naturally 
connected than with the Gnostic ? 
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life which has proceeded jErom the supreme God has to return to 
its original unity, and to be taken back again into the absolute 
principle, so that every discord which has arisen shall be resolved 
into harmony. Thus in these Epistles Christ's work is mainly that 
of restoring, bringing back, and making unity ; the final purpose of 
it is, €t9 oiKovofilav rod irKTjpoyfiaTo^ r&v icaip&v (i,e, according to 
the idea of a religious dispensation developing itself in the fulness 
of the times, that is, in definite epochs, in a series of momenta 
mutually conditioning each other), dvaK€(l>a\auiaaa0at ra Trdvra 
€v TO) XpLtrr^i Eph. L 10, Kai hi, avrov airoKarcCKKa^ai ra iravra 
eU avTov, CoL i. 20. From this point of view both Epistles lay 
special weight on the consideration that Christ is, in respect of his 
death also, elprivq r^fi&v, 6 iroitja'a^ ra dfufxirepa ev, Eph. ii 14, the 
etprp/oTTOLTiaa^, and that eire ra ein rfj^ ryfj^, €ct€ ra ev rol^ ovpavot^, 
CoL L 20. It is in the light of this lofty and comprehensive con- 
ception that the work of Christ is here contemplated, i.e. as a 
mediation and atonement whose effects extend to the whole 
universe. And though it may be possible to harmonize this con- 
ception with the Pauline Christology and doctrine of atonement, 
yet it is certain that with Paul these ideas never assume the pro- 
minence which they have here. We have, therefore, good grounds 
for asserting that in these Epistles we are presented with a new 
and peculiar circle of ideas which is distinctly later than that of 
the Pauline Epistles. It is a transcendental region, into which 
Paul did look out now and then, but of which he had no definite 
views, and which he never introduced into his Epistles from a taste 
for metaphysical speculation. 

As even the Christology of these letters bears unmistakably the 
impress of Gnosticism, we meet also with other Gnostic conceptions 
and modes of representation. Especially does that ifkripwfia, 
which holds so prominent a place in both Epistles, naturally 
suggest to us the Pleroma of the Gnostics. Indeed the two are 
80 intimately connected, that the one can only be explained by 
the other. The Gnostic Pleroma is not the absolute itself; it is 
that in which the absolute displays itself as absolute, realizes the 
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conception of itself, and fills itself with its own definite contents. 
According to the doctrine of the Valentinians, the Bythos, the 
original divine source, is not in and of itself the Pleroma, but only 
in so far as it is thought as the sum of the aeons by which it is 
filled. " These thirty aeons," says Irenaeus (L 1. 3), " as the 
Valentinian doctrine of aeons represents them, are to aoparov /cat 
irvevfiariKov Kar avrov^ irXi^ptofiOy which is divided into an 
Ogdoas, a Dekas, and a Dodekas." The Logos, who is produced by 
the Nous or Monogenes, is called the df>xv i^oX fwpifxoab^ iravro^ 
rod irXr)p{afiaTo<;, that is, the being in whom the Pleroma first 
receives its form, in whom the conception of it is defined ; since 
the Logos, in connexion with Z(orj as his a'v^vyo<:, is the iraTrip 
wavroov t&v fi€T avrov eao/Mepeov, and contains in his own nature 
the whole Pleroma, as he is himself only the more definite and 
more realized form of the Nous or Monogenes. The supreme and 
absolute God is not therefore himself the Pleroma, but has it in 
himself as his contents.^ 

Now this is just the conception of the Pleroma which we find 
in both our Epistles ; the only difference is that there is no express 
mention here of a plurality of aeons as the complement of the 
pleroma, and that not the supreme God himself, but Christ, is the 
pleroma, since only in Christ does the self-existent God emerge 
from his abstract being, and unfold himself to the fulness of con- 
crete life. For ev airr^, it is said, CoL i 19, evBoKrjae (o Oeosi), irav 
TO irKrjpoofia KaTot/crjaai. Col. iL 9 : ev avr^ KaroiKei irav to 
irXrjpayfjLa rfj^ deoTrjro^ (TayfjuiTtKw:, xac eare ev avr& ireTrKrjpcofievor 
09 eoTLv 17 Ket^xCkT] iratrrj^ <^p}C'Y* ^^ e^ovaia^. Eph. i. 22, 23 : avrov 
€Sa>K€ K€(l>a\riv inrep irdma tq €KK\7)<rla, ^49 eari to <rS>/JLa avTOV, 
TO irXfipoDfia Tov Ta irama iv iraai, irXrjpovfievov. Eph. iii. 19 : 
Tv&vai . . . Trjv dr/dirr)v tov Xpurrov, iva ifX/qptoOfjTe €W ttolv 
TO irXrjpayfia tov Oeov. Eph. iv. 13 : to w\ripa>fia tov Xpurrov, 

^ Compare Iren. iL 1 ; i 2 : Dens — solus pater et contmens omnia. — Quemadmo- 
dum enim poterit super hunc alia plenitudo aut initium aut potestas aut alius 
Deus esse, cum oporteat Deum, horum omnium pleroma, in immenso omnia 
circumtenere et circumteneri a nemine. 
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Here we observe a further remarkable agreement. According to 
the doctrine of the Valentinians the aeons, who together make up 
the Pleroma, are divided into male and female, and form the so- 
called syzygies, pairs bound together as if in marriage. The pro- 
pator is united in syzygy with his cvvoia (the thought of himself, 
his self-consciousness) ; in the same way, the Monogenes, or Nous, 
with Aletheia, the Logos with Zoe, the Anthropos with Ecclesia. 
From these the other aeons proceeded, also as syzygies. In the 
same way Christ forms, according to the Epistle to the Ephesians, a 
syzygy ^^^^ the church. Christ is indeed the head of the Church, 
but, in the same way, the man is the head of the woman, and hus- 
bands are exhorted to love their wives, just as Christ also loved the 
Church, and gave himself for her, that he might sanctify her to him- 
self, and present her glorious to himself without spot or blemish, 
Eph. V. 23 sq. This is the great fivarrjpiov of which the writer of the 
Epistle speaks in reference to Christ and the Church (ver. 32), that 
she is his wife, as it were, united to him in marriage. In virtue of 
this relationship the conception of the pleroma is transferred to her 
also. As Christ is the ifkriptofiay so also is the Church ; that is to 
say, she is the ifkriptofia of Christ, since he himself is the wXripayfia 
in the highest sense. This is the simple meaning of the words of 
which so many interpretations have been attempted : to Trkrjpeofia 
Tov ra TToirra ev iraai ir\7jpa>fi€vov. What is meant is simply that 
Christ is the pleroma in the highest and absolute sense, inasmuch as 
it is all things absolutely that he fills with himself as the absolute 
contents. The conception of the irXn^pcofia suggests the relation of 
one thing to another, the relation of abstract and concrete being, 
of absolute unconditioned being, a*nd its manifestation or realiza- 
tion, or the relation of form and contents. As Christ is the 
pleroma because the absolute essence of God manifests itself and 
enters upon concrete existence in him, because the conception of 
God is here fiUed with its definite contents, so when the Church 
is called the pleroma of Christ, she is conceived as possessing a 
more concrete and realized existence than Christ himself. But if 
the Church, as the pleroma, is the concrete real existence with 
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which Christ fills himself as his contents ; on the other hand, and 
in a higher sense, Christ, as the form of these contents, is himself 
the contents with which everything that has existence, the self- 
existent, fills itsel£ The expression irXripoofia, then, implies 
always a concrete and real existence, — the contents of another 
existence with which it combines to form a unity of form and con- 
tents. Thus the expression 7r\^poi)fia is to be taken neither as 
simply active nor as simply passive. Both senses pass and 
repass into each other, for that which fills — which makes full — 
becomes itself that which is filled, is full, is informed with its 
definite contents. As irXrjpovfievo^ ra iravra ev irach Christ is the 
irKTjpcofia which fills the iravra eu TroLai, with its definite contents, 
and this pleroma itself again is the absolute all, replenished with 
its absolute contents. 

As with the conception of the ifkfiptofia^ so with that of the 
e&fia. The church is the aCofj^a of Christ, Eph. i 23, iv. 12. But 
Christ himself is called cre!)/«t, the o-eS/^a of the Deity, inasmuch as 
there dwells crco/utrt^o)? in him irav to TrKTjpayfia t^9 dedrrfTo^, all, 
that is to say, that informs the idea of the Deity with the concrete 
contents that belong to it, CoL ii 9, an expression which can only 
be explained by the line of thought which we have indicated. If 
then he himself is the <r&fm of the Deity, the church can be his 
a-a/ia only in a more concrete sense, since he, as a&fia of the 
Deity, is the head of the church, and the principle, ef ov irav to 
(T&fui ovifapfw\oyovfi€vov kcu avfi^i^a^ofiepov Bia iraari^ d^ufi^ 
T^9 €7n)(ppriyla^, ica-r evepyeuiv ev fierptp ivo^ eKooTov fiepov^, 
rrjv nv^aiv Tov aoyfiaro^ iroielrat ec^ oiKoSofirjv iavrov iv aydmff 
EpL iv. 16. Here the church is described, in true Gnostic fashion, 
as an organism fitted together by the concord of its members- 
inwardly, and living in the idea of its own unity. The relation 
also in which the church stands towards Christ as his (r&fia 
brings us back to the idea of syzygy; according to Eph. v. 28, 
the ywa2K€9 are the a-dfiara of their husbands, a representation 
where we again encounter the Gnostic idea of the pleroma, since 
here also the idea is present that the being of the husbands 
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receives its full contents only in that of the wives, — only there 
realizes its own conception. 

The Gnostic representations afford, I think, the only satisfactory 
explanation of the obscure passage, iu. 9. The olKopofila fivarrjpiov 
consists in this, that God has created all things, tva yva>pia0^ vvv 
Tai<; ap'Xfik Koi rah e^ovalcu^ ev to2<; hrovpavloi^ Sea t^9 
€KK\rja-la^ f} irdkinroUCKo^ ao(l>ia tov Seov Kara irpoOeaiv r&v 
amvfov, riv eirolija-ep ev XpioT^ ^Ir^aov r^ Kvpup r}^&v. The 
final cause of the creation is here alleged to be that the a'oj>ia 
TOV Geov should be known by the heavenly powers, and that 
through the medium of the church ; the final cause of the creation 
is thus realized by a movement going back into the pleroma, an 
ideal movement, however, which is placed in the knowing of the 
apj(aL and e^ovacai, which occupy the same position here as the 
aeons of the Gnostics. According to the doctrine of the 
Valentinians, the final end of the creation takes place in the 
return of Sophia, along with the spiritually-minded who make up 
the church, back to the Pleroma. Now the author of our 
Epistle could not place Sophia in this position at the realizing of 
the final cause of creation, for he had not made Sophia, but 
Ecclesia, the o-iJfuyo? of Christ. But Sophia could not be altogether 
omitted, and she is placed here ideally as the divine wisdom which 
realLzes itself in the realization of the divine world-scheme ; she is 
made known as such to the celestial powers who form the highest 
spirit- world, and that through the church, which, as the object of 
this knowledge, is the medium through which it is communicatei 
The church, however, can be the object of this knowledge only in 
her syzygy with Christ. The Gnostic doctrine represents Sophia 
returning into the Pleroma as a bride united 'with her bridegroom, 
the Eedeemer ; and thus the realization of the purpose of creation 
is placed here in the marriage of the church with Christ, inasmuch 
as it is in her that the wisdom of God is known by the heavenly 
powers. ^ In this accomplishment of the ends of creation in the 

^ tva yv<0pur6ij can oiJy b© construed along with ris fj oIk, tov fivar. : Grace is 
given to me to proclaim the gospel and to instruct others ris 17 oIk, tov javot,, 
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yvaypl^ecv of the dp^al Kot e^ova-iat, the irpoOeai,^ tS>v aitovwv, 
the purpose of the aeons, or that which God has ideally proposed 
to himself in the aeons, returns into itself, having been accom- 
plished and realized in Christ. The al&ve^ here are like the Gnostic 
aeons (the al&ve^ tov alccvo^, EpL iii. 21, the aeons of God as the 
primal -^on), the subjects of the Divine ideas of the world-plan 
which is developed and realized in the sequence of the aeons, ev 
Tot9 ai&<n Toi^ eirep'xpfievoc^, EpL ii. 7, and they constitute the 
being of God. All this, it is clear, can only be grasped and under- 
stood in the light of the Gnostic modes of thinking. The 
predicate, also, which Sophia here receives — TroKxnroUCKo^i this 
strange and singular compound, which has given so much trouble 
to the interpreters — cannot be rightly explained save from the same 
circle of ideas. Harless inclines ultimately to the view (which 
De Wette also in the main supports) that this irokmroUCKo^ a'o<l>La 
is so called on account of the difference of the present from earlier 
revelations, the revelations of God in nature and in the law. It is, 
that is to say, the wonderful wisdom, which adjusts the conflict 
between law and grace ; it is the thought, trvveKkeca-e yap 6 ©eo9 tov9 
7rdvTa<; €t9 aireiOeuiv, iva tov<; Trdvras ikerjaT), which in another 
passage moves the apostle to exclaim, & pdOo^ irXovrov xal o-o^la^, 
etc., Eom. xi. 32 sq,; it is the preparatio evangdica of the Old 
Testament revelations, of which it is said at the beginning of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, ttoXut/jott®? irdXai, etc. The apostle, it 
is said, is not speaking here directly of that series of earlier 
revelations, for the wisdom he describes is that which is manifested 
through the church of the New Covenant, but he glances at all 
the various revelations of God, and calls the last and final one a 
revelation of the manifold wisdom of God. All this is perfectly 
sensible, still it does not preclude the question, why, if this was 
what the apostle had to say, he should have chosen such a pecuKar 
expression as TroKviroUiXo^, and should have spoken of a manifold 
(multiform) wisdom, when in reality it was the unity of it, as 

namely, that tbis oiKovofila tov fivarrjpiov finds its accomplishment in this tva 
yvapurB^, etc. 
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against the multiplicity of former revelations, that he wanted to 
express. I believe this iro\vTroUc\jo<i ao^la can only be explained 
thus : that the writer saw hovering before his mind that Gnostic 
ao^la of which this predicate is characteristic more than any other ; 
for it was of the essence of that Sophia to pass through a series of 
the most varied forms and conditions. We even find Irenaeus 
using the same expression in speaking of the suffering condition 
in which for the most part she dwells.-^ 

In this connexion we cannot set it down to chance that an idea 
occurs in one of these Epistles to which the apostle Paul never 
makes the slightest allusion. T refer to the passage, Eph. iv. 8. 
In spite of the reclamation of most modem interpreters, it appears 
to me that we cannot, with any regard to the natural meaning of 
the words, refer this passage to anything but the descent into heU. 
Harless urges that this would be the only passage where the descent 
into heU would appear as a characteristic of Christ's appearance, 
which it certainly is not. But to this I can allow no weight, nor 
do the other reasons to which Harless appeals in support of his 
rendering appear to me to be more forcible. It is said that the 
antithesis of earth and heaven is alone suited to the context ; but 
this is simply to take for granted that the two clauses of ver. 8 are 
to be referred to the same subjects, those, namely, whom Christ 
had won for himself upon the earth. It may be very true that in 
the psalm from which the words in verse 8 are taken, there is no 
trace of any reference to death or to a descent into hell ; but Har- 
less asserts further, " only then could we prove that the Apostle 
found such a reference in the psalm, if he quoted the passage in a 
connexion in which the death or the descent of Christ was directly 
before him, but that here the very contrary is the case ; and what 
connexion can be shown between the gifts of grace which Christ 
gives to his own people, and his death or his descermcs ad inferos i 
If the Apostle seeks to demonstrate that the procedure of God* 
triumphant who brings his captives with him without waiting till 

* Adv. Haer. L 4. 1, ovfiTrfTrkexBcu t© ndBet, Koi fi6vriv a9roXc«/>^€i(rav cf© 
iravri ficpei rov irdOovs vitottco'cZv, ndkvfiepovs Koi TroXxmoiKikov vnap^opros. 
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they render themselves to him, is also the procedure of the Son, 
who also places his people in the Church on earth in the place he 
fixes for them, what need is there here for any reference to the 
death or the descent of Christ ?" With all this I disagree, just 
because the reasoning assumes that the passage can be understood 
in no other sense but one exclusive of the descent into helL But 
what is more natural than to take aA/xjiuKoareveiv alxjiaXxoalav of 
those captives whom Christ, when he descended into Hades, brought 
up with him as his own captives, ie. as those whom he had set 
free ? And this was the original and common view of the purpose 
of the descent. It is very true that the preceding verse 7 prepares 
us for only the second clause of verse 8, but what hinders us from 
assuming that it was just the passage he was quoting from the Old 
Testament, which led the writer to the further thought expressed 
in the first clause, namely, the idea of the descent into hell, and 
that then he worked out this idea in verses 9, 10, and came back in 
verse 1 1 to the connexion of verse 7 ? And as for the question what 
the gifts of grace which Christ gives his^'people have to do with 
the descent into hell, the answer is not far to seek. It is given us 
in this very passsage in the words irXrjpoxrrf ra iravra, and that 
80 clearly as to exclude aU doubt on the subject. It might be 
possible to take the Karonrepa fieptf ri}? 7^9 as simply a circum- 
locution for yfj, if that phrase stood alone, but it is altogether im- 
possible in a passage arranged as this one is, where the writer 
speaks of an avafialveiv and a tcarafialvevv, and where the one is 
called ava^aLvuv inrepav(o iravrtov r&v ovpav&v, that is, an ascend- 
ing to the highest height, As far as it is possible to ascend : it is 
impossible to take the Karafiaiveiv €W ra tearayrepa fjueprf rrj^ yrj^, 
which forms the antithesis to ava^aiveiv inrepdva} iraintov t&v 
ovpav&v, in any more limited sense than that which the nearest 
and most natural meaning of the words demands. By doing so 
we should take from the principal clause, tva ifkripwar) ra irdvra 
(adl things without exception, as the article indicates) its unre- 
stricted meaning. What the author here seeks to express, is the 
activity of Christ which extends equally far upwards and down- 
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wards, which descends from the highest height to the lowest depths 
and ascends again from the latter to the former, which embraces 
and replenishes the whole universe, so far as it is inhabited by 
intelligent beings, with its gracious and redeeming influence* It 
is the idea of the pleroma belonging to Christ in the highest sense, 
which is here dealt with on the side of its scope and extension. 
If Christ is the pleroma absolutely, then the activity, which accord- 
ing to this conception he exerts, cannot come short of comprehend- 
ing everything in the widest possible circle, and of binding the 
highest and the lowest together. 

If this be the sense of our passage, then not only does it contain 
the idea of Christ's descent into hell, — it exhibits to us very dis- 
tinctly the genesis of that idea Christ as the irkripmfia is also 
the ra irdvra TrXtjpoxra?, and if he be the to, irdvra irkripwa'a^, 
thus he must also be the ei^ ra fcaToarepa fiefyrj t§9 yfj^ teara^cu;. 
Now even if it were not possible to trace the idea of the descent 
of Christ into heU so distinctly as we do as one of the Gnostic doc- 
trines, yet the Gnostic origin of this passage could not be doubtful, 
when "we considered the inward connexion of these ideas, and the 
relation which, as we showed, exists between the Christology of 
these Epistles and the Christology of the Gnostics. Some 
Gnostic systems, notably the Valentinian, make the redeem- 
ing spirit return and close its earthly work before the catas- 
trophe of death, and of course such a scheme as this can scarcely 
have contemplated a further action to deal with the under- world. 
But this was not universally the Gnostic conception; we know 
about Marcion at least, that in his system, Christ went down 
into the under-world after his death. -^ And it is not probable 

^ " Super blasphemiam," says Irenaeus, L 27. 3, *' quae est in Deum, adjecit et 
Hoc (Marcion), Gain et eos, qui similes sunt ei, et Sodomitas, et Aegyptios et 
similes eis et omnes omnino gentes, quae in omni permixtione malignitatis 
ambulaverunt, salvatas esse a Domino, cum descendisset ad inferos et accucurris- 
sent et in suum assompsisse regnum : Abel autem et Enoch et Noe et reliquos 
justos — non participasse salutem — non accucurrerunt Jesu neque crediderunt 
annuntiationi ejus, et propterea remansisse animas eorum apud inferos. Of. 
Epiph. Haer. xlii 4 : Xpiordv (Xeyci MapKiov) &v<oB€v dnb tov dopdrov Koi dicaro* 
vofidoTov TTOTpbs KOTopfpTiKepat eVi a-torrjpiq, t&v '^;(«v koi em eXcy;^^ tov Otov 

B 
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that Marcion, a man who borrowed so much from old Gnostic sys* 
terns, and whose only peculiarity almost was to give a dualistic 
turn to what he borrowed, was the first to set this view in circula- 
tion. It fits so naturally into the whole Gnostic set of ideas, that 
we may well believe it to have existed before hinu The greater 
the height was from which the Christ of the Gnostics came when 
descending from the all-encircling pleroma, the greater the number 
of heavens through which he had passed, the more natural was it 
to think of his descending also as far as it was possible to descend, 
not only down into the world, but even down into the under- 
world. And again, a thorough working out of the hostile relation 
in which Christ and the demiurge were conceived to stand to each 
other would itself suggest that Christ should visit the place where 
those souls lay whom the demiurge had caught and bound, and 
who had no hope of freedom in any other way.^ 

Besides all this, how many references do we find in these Epistles 
to Gnostic ideas and expressions ! How often do they speak of a 
fivarrfptov, a ao^ia, a yv&a-i^, etc. — c£ Eph, i 8, 17 ; iii. 3, 9, 19 ; 
iv. 13; vi 19; CoL i 6, 9, 26; ii 2; iii 10, 16. With what 
peculiar meaning and emphasis is the word ala>v used, as for 
example Eph. iii 21. The al&ve^ might seem here to be nothing 
more than the yeveal (as in CoL i 26, al&ve^; and yeveal are coupled 
together), but the aeons and the yepeac rov cu&vo^ t&v aca>v(ov, in 
the same sense in which God himseK, as the extratemporal unity 
of time, individualizes himseK in the aeons, as the several stages 
of time, while unfolding itsel£ In the irpoOeai^ r&v cuwvmv also, 

T&p 'lovdatov Koi p6fiov Koi irpoffnjfT&v KcX T&v ToiovTOPf icol &XP^ q,tov KOTcfiePrj* 
K€vcu. rhv Kvptop, tva aaoTj roifs irtpl Kalv, etc. 

^ ThiiB what IrenaeuB sftys, ▼. 31. 2, about the Gnostio denial of the idea of 
the descent into hell, refers only to those Gnostics for whom the whole history of 
Christ seems to have had a merely symbolical meaning, si Dormnua legem morttt- 
orum servavit — cominoraiua usque in tertiam diem in in/erioribus terrae, post deinde 
surgens in came — cuiscendit ad patrem, quomodo non coi^undantur, qui dicunt inferos 
quidem essehune mundum, qui sit secundum nos, in/eriorem autemJiominem ipsorum, 
dereUnquentem hoc corpus, in mpercoekstem adacendere locum f Thus there were 
those who understood the adscendere adpatrem even with reference to Christ, only 
of the Spirit of man. This was, however, by no means the general yiew. 
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Eph. iiL 11> the conception of the aeons in their relation to time, 
corresponds with the Gnostic conception of them as spiritual beings 
who are the bearers of the thoughts of GoA Still more striking is 
this in the expression auov rov tcoafiov rovrov, Eph. ii 2. The 
interpreters think that the passage is sufficiently explained by giv- 
ing the word the meaning ''earthly life," "course of the world," "era 
of the world," and declare it to be quite a mistake to- render aloi>v in 
the Gnostic sense. Yet it can scarcely be denied that the expression 
is at least not very unlike the Gnostic conception, and why should 
not the subject attov rov Koa^iov rovrov be parallel to the other 
subjects, namely, the afy)(fov t^? e^ova-la^ rov depo^ and the irveufia 
€P€pyovvl The only Pauline expression with which this one can 
be compared is 0€O9 rov alcSi/09 rovrov, 2 Cor. iv. 4, and that instead 
of 0€O9 we have here aloDv, and that the ala>v rov Kocfiov rovrov is 
mentioned by the side of an atatp r&v aitovtov, can only be 
explained by the influence of Gnostic ideas. In the same passage, 
on inspecting it more closely, and comparing it with the kindred 
passage vi 12, we detect still more Gnostic representations and 
expressions in which the eye of the author expatiates in the super- 
natural world of darkness, as at other times it does in the brighter 
regions of the spirit-realm. The KocfioKparope^i rov a/corov^, Eph. 
vi 12, cannot disown their Gnostic origin.' The Valentinians gave 
the name of Kosmocrator to the devil To the same origin with 
Kosmocrator are the Bai/idvca and SryyeXoc to be referred. What 
he is in unity, these are in plurality.^ Marcion gave the name of 
Kosmocrator to the demiurge, who is in his system the representa- 
tive of the evil principle.' Now if the KoafioKpdrope: cannot be 
subordinated to any principle but the oIcdv rov Koap^ov rovrov, then 
the aiwv is the teoap^oKparayp, As Kotrp^oKpartop, he is, according 
to Eph, ii 2, the apyfov rffi e^ovala^ rov dipo^ and the irvevp^i ro 
evepyovv, etc., that is, the devil described in Gnostic phrases. For the 
peculiar expression, ra irvevp^riKa rfj^ Trovrjpia^i Eph. vi 1 2, there 
is no parallel to be found but in the language of the Gnostics.^ 

I Irenaens, Adv. Haer. i. 5. 4. ' Irenaeus, i, 27* 2. 

> Irenaens says of the Valentmians (L 6, 4) : *Ek rrjs Xvmit (of the Sophia) rh 
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That in connexion with such representations the contrast of 
light and darkness should be peculiarly dwelt upon (Eph. ii 2, 
iv. 18, V, 8 ; CoL i 18), inay not be a very important circumstance ; 
yet tha universal proposition, Eph. v; 13, irav to (f>av€povfi€Pov <f>w 
e<m, is worthy of remark This sentence affirms, according to the 
Gnostic theory of light, that light is the principle through which 
everything thafr is and has existence for consciousness, is mediated- 
All becoming takes place just by that which existed already in its 
essence becoming manifest to consciousness. The Yalentinians 
used this proposition in this way in their explanation of the pro- 
logue to John's Gospel, when they said. When John called ^ayq 
the <f>&^ dv0po^Tra>p,he meant to include in the word dvOpanrtov the 
avOpatro^ and the eKicKrjaia, OTro)^ Sia tov ivo^ ovo/iaTO^ Srfkaxrrf 
tr]v T^9 av^vyia^ KOivabvlap, €« yap tov \oyov Kal rfj^ ^arlfi 
&p0pa>iro^ jiperai kcu eKKKfjaui' ^&^ Se elTre r&v avOpcjircov rijp 
^ayqp, Sia to tre^GyriaOat avrov^ xnr ainrj^, o oq eari, fiefiop^&a-dai 
KOI 7r€<f)aP€p&(T0au Tovro Se 6 I7av\o9 Xdyev Trap yap to <f>ap€' 
pdvfiepop <f>S>^ eoTr^ eirel toIpdp e^pepayae kcu eyipprfofe top t€ 
apOpayirov teal TTfp €KK\qa-lap 7} fo)^, ff>&^ elpfjaOav avr&p. Life is 
called the light of man and the church, because the origin of the 
syzygy of the man and the. Church is nothing but its becoming 
visible. Everything that arises simply emerges to the light out of 

vvevfiariKh rrjs novrjpias bibd<rKov<ri ytyovepcu, oOfV itat bidfiokov rrjv yivta-iv 
^cX^idevcUf- tv Koi Koa-fioKparopa KoXova-i, KOi to, dcun6via Koi roits dyyikovs Kal 
'irao-av t^i^ TrvtviiaTtKrjv ttjs novrfpias imSoTaa-iv, The different states of mind are 
here described, into which Sophia or Achamoth feU outside of the Fleroma. 
Each of these states of mind is, through the subjective becoming objective, the 
principle of a definite sphere of the material and spiritual world. Sorrow 
objectivated itself to the substance of the air (depa ycyovivai Kara Trjs \v7njs 
TTTJ^iv), but from the same XvTn; arose also the irvrvyuciTiKa r^r novrjpias, and 
especially the dta^oXor or Koa-ftoKparap, who has his seat ip t^ Ka& ^fms Kda-fKj^'. 
So in our Epistle the aicav tov KSa-fiov tovtov, who presides over the Koa-fioKparopes 
TOV (TicoTovsy is the ^px^v Trjs i$ov(rias tov depos. The spiritually evil beings are 
the inhabitants of the atmosphere which envelopes the earth, and as such, the 
Koa-fioKpaTop^s tov (tkotovs. The conceptions air and darkness are the physical 
substratum of the spiritually eviL . . 

1 This is, moreover, one of the oldest pieces of evidence for the supposed 
Pauline origin of the Epistle to the Ephesians, and should not be omitted from 
the. catalogue. » 
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•what it Ijvras essentially before. There is, therefore, and this 
expresses accurately the Gnostic view of the universe, no becoming 
or originating, but everythu^ that becomes smd originates simply 
begins to exist for consciousness, for everything that is, is absolutely. 
Nothing therefore acquires essential existence ; all becoming an<J 
originating is true only for the sphere of consciousness. The whole 
process of the world's becoming is just the process of the develop- ■ 
"^ment of consciousness. If then such be the true sense of the supr 
posed Pauline proposition, who does not perceive that it has com<? 
into this connexion out of a totally different set of ideas, and thaji 
the moral purport here given to it can only be properly understoo<J 
if it be explained by the metaphysical meaning which underlies it;? 
The striking affinity of these two letters with Gnostic ideas land 
expressions has beien for the most part disregarded by interpreter?^, 
but where this has not been the case, only two explanations seem 
to have been considered possible: (1.) That the Gnostics derived 
those views fix)m the Patdine Epistles, or, (2.). That ideas like those 
of the Gnostics were already in circulation at the apostle's time, and 
that he set himself to combat and correct them. The latter alter- 
inative is thoroughly improbable; on the one hand there is no proof 
of the existence of Gnostic ideas at so early a period, and on the 
other, the Epistle to the Ephesians exhibits no trace of even an 
•indirect polemic against the Gnostic doctrines. On the )Contrary, 
the apostle would have been playing into the hands of the Gnostics 
both in this and to some extent also in the Golossian Epistle. And 
the former alternative is just as unlikely or even more so. Terr 
iuUiaii hasl)een appealed to in support of it.-^ Biit what can Tertul- 
iian prove for an opinion jbhat has against it the whole constitution 
,of the Gnostic systems, especially of the Valentinian system, the 
;struotureof.which is fartoo original tb be explained by what Tertulr 
lian says of it, that Valentine materiam ad scHptwc^ excogitavU} . 

^ Compare Harless <m Eph. i 23, where he cites Tert. de praescr. Haer. c. 9^8. 

s j^Qj^ f^ mateiiam scripturas (as Marcion), et tamen plus abstnlH et plxt8 
adjecit, auferens proprietates singulorum quoque y^rborum et adjidens disposii- 
tiones non comparentiam Teruiii. 
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If, then, both alternatives are equally inadmissible, both those 
sides combine to make us think that the Epistle to the Ephesians 
especially is of post-apostolic origin, and dates from a time when 
the Gnostic ideas were just coming into circulation, and still wore 
the garb of innocent Christian speculations. 

We are the more led to think of this period, that the same 
Epistle to which these remarks chiefly apply, namely that to the 
Ephesians, indicates an acquaintance with another phenomenon of 
the age of Gnosticism, viz., MontanisuL We may remark here that 
the elements out of which Montanism arose were in existence long 
before the reputed founder of that sect, and were as far as may be 
from being hereticaL And thus, though we should find in our 
Epistle the echoes of Montanism, we should not be compelled to 
place it at too late a date. The emphatic designation of the 
'nvev/ia as the distinctive principle of Christian consciousness and 
life might of itself appear to point out such a relation* Compare 
Eph. I 3, 13, 17 ; iL 18 ; iii 5, 16 ; iv. 3, 30, 23 ; v, 18 ; vi 17 ; 
and CoL i 8, 9 ; iii 16. With the Montanists, the conception of 
the irvevfia was identical with that of aofpia ;^ it was to them the 
principle of Christian wisdom, of knowledge and insight, which 
constituted the peculiar distinction of the Christian, if at least he 
understood his position in the world. In this sense Tertullian 
speaks of the administrcUio paracleti quod intellectm reformatur 
quod ad meliora profidtur? Through the agnitio paracleti which 
distinguishes them from psychical men, the Montanists are also 
instmctiares per paradetum.^ 

Shall we seek here for an explanation of the fact that in both 
our Epistles, that to the Colossians also, the essence of Christian 
perfection is so often made to consist in avvecri^, in ao(f>ia, yvAai^, 
etc. ? (Compare in addition to the passages last cited, Eph. v. 15 ; 
CoL ii. 23; iii 16 ; iv. 5 ; i. 9.) The Montanists held the view 

^ In Epiphanius, Haer. zlix. 1, the Montanist prophetess Priscilla, or QuintiUai 
Bays that Christ had appeared to her in female form, ical cWjjSaXcy. eV ifioi r^y 
o-o^iov Kol dn-cicdXv^c ftoi, etc. Cf. Eph. L 17» nvtviui a-ofjiiat Koi ofroieciXv^ttff* 

« De veL Virg. c. 1. » Tert ad. Prax. c. 1. 
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of a divine Eevelation which unfolds itself in definite succes- 
sive stages, and is completed in the period of the Spirit, and 
in these stages the Christian perfection, which approves itself 
through the a-oifyia, etc., was reckoned analogous to the ripeness 
of manhood* So far, they held, had the Church advanced through 
the manifestations and communications of the Paraclete within 
her.^ 

The Epistle to the Ephesians takes up the same idea for the 
principle of the development of the Christian Church, which, as 
the body of Christ, has still to grow up to maturity, iv. 11 sq. 
"He has given some as apostles, others as prophets, others as 
evangelists ; others as pastors and teachers, that the saints might 
be prepared for the work of ministration, for the building up of 
the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to the perfect man, to the measure 
of the age of the Church at which Christ is filled with her,* — that 
we should be no more children." Here also the end of the corporate 
life of the Christian Church is held to be reached by a progress 
stfi^e by stage, from the state of infancy to that of manly maturity. 
But while Montanism held that end to be already attained 
in the presence of the Paraclete, the author of our Epistle, seek- 
ing to think the thoughts of the apostle, represented it as yet 
to be attained through the harmonious co-operation of all the 
Church's members. 

That the age to which our Epistles belong was one in which 
there was a practical interest to take this idea as the principle 
of the development of the Church, is rendered still more likely by 
the fact that the Epistle to the Colossians also contains it, i. 28 ; 

1 Compare the fine passage Tert. de VeL Virg. c. L Jnstitia primo fait in rudi- 
mentis, dehinc per legem et prophetas promovit in infantiam, dehinc per evan- 
gelinm efferbuit in jnventntem, nunc per Paracletum componitnr in matnritatem.- 

* It is incorrect to take t6 TrXi^pofia rov Xptarov in the sense of being filled 
with Christ ; it is the fulness of Christ, or the contents with which Christ fills 
himself, that is, the church. The TrX^po/ux Xp. is thus equivalent to the a-mfia 
Tov Xp* in the preceding verse, and it cannot be said that the Montanist phrase 
would be irX^ptffia rov iropoicX^rov. ^ . 
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KarayyeWofiev (Xpiarov) Bi8d&KovT€<: iravra av0pa>wov ev irdcrp 
(ro<})la, tva TrapaarriafOfiep irdvra avOporrrov rikeiov Iv XpioTOK 

But the most striking references to the ideas and institutions of 
the Montanists are contained in the passages, Eph. ii. 20 ; iii 5 ; 
iv. 11; where the apostles and prophets are named together, and 
in each case the prophets after the apostles. Only a superficial 
method of interpretation, a thing, however, which is not absolut&ly . 
unknown in the later commentaries, cbuld hold this placing of the 
prophets after the apostles to be merely accidental, and so under- 
stand the prophets here spoken of to be the prophets of the Old 
Testament Harless has with perfect justice repudiated this inter- 
pretation; but he goes on to say that the want of the article 
before irpo^r&v shows the apostle to have united the two sub- 
stantives at ii 20, and iii. 5, as forming together one conception, 
that is, that he gives the apostles the additional designation of 
prophets; and that this is done in reference to the description of the 
state of the heathen Christians, ii 12, who were there said to be 
without promise and without hope, but who now possess the pro- 
mise which the apostles, as the bearers of the promise of the new 
covenant, have brought them. We cannot follow him in this ; the 
interpretation is far too artificial to be a real solution of the diflB- 
culty. The text iv. 11 shows distinctly that the apostles are 
distinguished from the prophets. Harless remarks indeed that: 
the airooToXTj involves the Trpo^yrireca, while the TrpoffyijTeia does, 
not involve the dTroaToXrj; and this is true; yet it is clear from 
iv. 11 that there were prophets who were distinct from the 
apostles, and the question must still be asked. Who are these 
prophets, and how came the author of our Epistle to couple them: 

* Cf. the Kritiachen Miacellen. zum Ephesetbrief e j TheoL Jahrb. 1844, p. 381 
(now in Schwegler's Nachap. Zeitalter, ii. Z7l,—Editor)y where it is justly re-: 
marked that Paul cannot have had these ideas. !E[e regarded the end of all time 
and the second coming of Christ as imminent* and could not contrast his own 
time as the period of vrfTriSTtis to the age of manly maturity, as an age still dis-' 
tant, the goal of Christian history to be attained historically through an immanent' 
process of development. This is a later standpomt which, reflecting on the 
pasl^ conceived the idea of such a division of epochs. 
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■with the apostles f That it came about from a consideration of the* 
contrast between the present and the fonner state of the Gentile 
Christians might possibly account for the passage ii 20 ; but that 
the same expression should be found in two other passages and 
in wholly different connexions, evidently points to something 
peculiar in the circumstances of the age, or of the Church to which 
the Epistle is addressed. 

Tto I apostolic letters show no trace of an order of prophets who 
stand on the same level with the apostles. The passage which 
falls to be considered on the subject, I Cor. xii 28, shows that 
Paul regarded prophecy as a j^apicfia among other ^apuTfutra, and 
by no means as containing in itself all the gifts of grace, or 
the special criterion of the true Church. And this is the position 
of the author of our Epistle ; with him the apostles and the new 
prophets, the latter manifestly as successors and representatives of 
the apostles in the post-apostolic Church, are the depositaries of 
divine revelations, the 0€fie\iov, the foundation of the Church;^ 

Not Paul, but Montanism, attributed to the prophets such' a 
position and such importance- The Montanist Tertullian co- 
ordinates apostles and prophets in the same way, as equally 
organs of the Spirit; what the apostles were formerly, the 
prophets are now.^ And. the author of our Epistle, identifying 
himself with Paul, and speaking of the whole time from the 
apostles to the date at which he was writing, says, iii 5 : vvv 
'd7r€Ka\wf>0rf (to fivaTrjpiov) roh wyioi^ d'jroaroKovi avrov zeal 

1 Krit. Misc. 1S44, p. 380. ' 

' De Fadic. c. 21, where TertulliAn is speaking of tlie power to forgive sins,' 
which, he says, belongs only to God and to those to whom it is committed by 
Ood, viz., the apostles, as it had been to the prophets of the Old Testament. 
Eichibe igUur et hunc rmhi, apoatolke, so he addresses the Roman bishop, propJietkd 
exempktf et agnowam dAtfinUabem^ et vindica Hbi deliftorum ejusmodi remUtendonm 
pote8tatem.-^ed hahet, inquia, petestcUem eockda deUcta dmiandl Hoc ego magia 
et (ignosco et digpono^ qui ipmm Paracletum in propheUa novts Tidbeo dicentem : potest 
eecleaia donaare delictum. If the Roman bishop appeal to Peter, Matth. zvi. 16^ 
yrkaii ^ht h^s ))e to apply to himself what is there said to Peter 7 Quid nmeet 
ad eccleaiam et quidem tuam, psychice ? Secundum enim Petri personam spirituoUibus 
potestccs Ula conveniety aut apostolo aut prophetae. Nam et ecclesia proprie et pritici' 
palUer ipse est, spiritus,' 
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nrpoifyriTai^ ev irvevfiaTi. The addition ev irvevfuiT^ is certainly signifi- 
cant. Several interpreters wish to refer ev irvevfuiTi to irpoifyi^at^ 
exclusively, but this is justly condemned by Harless and others. 
If it be asked what reason can be alleged that this predicate, whicL 
the context shows to be a pregnant one, should be applied only 
to the prophets, and not to the apostles also, we must go a 
step further and ask, Why is it given to both? It was for the 
sake of the prophets that it was inserted and applied to the 
apostles also. The author lived at a time when the prophets 
were recognised as new organs of the communication of the Spirit ; 
only this can account for his expressly calling the apostles and 
prophets spiritdUs^ as Tertullian caUs them in the same sense.^ 
And if in the third passage, iv. 11, the irotfUve^ refer to the 
same ecclesiastical personages as are commonly termed eirlaKOTroh 
then we see here just that depreciation of the bishops for which 
the Montanists are censured by Hieronymus.* 

It arose from the nature of the case that the materials for these 
critical investigations were drawn chiefly from the Epistle to the 
Ephesians. The Epistle to the Colossians, howiBver, has not been 
by any means lost sight of, and there is a further special task 
which it presents to criticism* It is well known how many 
theories have already been advanced about the so-called false 
teachers of this Epistle, without, however, finding for them any 
definite place in history, and least of all at the time of the apostle 
himself. It is even doubtful whether they were Jews or Christians ; 
and this is certainly striking. If they were so considerable a 
power that the apostle thought it necessary to write an Epistle 
specially against them, we should expect that they had left some 
clearer traces of their historical existence. And certainly we 
should expect to find in the Epistle itself a more distinct indication 
of what they were. Yet how hard is it to construct the peculiar 
character of the sectaries in question from the various single 
traits, mostly the merest hints, which are given us of them ; and 

• * Loc. cit. 
^ Epist. 27: iia in tertium, Le. paene ultimttm locum episoopi deyolvmitiir* 
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how little does the polemic of the author, indirect as it is, rather 
than direct, show these heretics, supposed to have been so 
dangerous, to be the real subject-matter of the Epistle, and the 
central point from which the whole contents are to be explained. 
In seeking then to sift this matter to the bottom, it is not only 
permissible, but necessary, to drop the common hypothesis that 
these so-called false teachers were the historical occasion of our 
Epistle, and to set up the contrary view, that all that is said about 
them is said only by the way, to strengthen and enforce that which 
is in reality the principal theme* 

And where is it more natural to find the chief theme of our 
Epistle than in that which is said about the higher dignity of 
Christ as the central point, not only of the Christian Church, but 
of the universe in general, and about the great mystery that has 
been made manifest in him ? The author comes to this as soon 
as he has despatched the necessary introduction, and added to it, 
in the ordinary way, his expression of sympathy with the Christians 
to whom he is writing ; he at once enforces this as the chief point 
to which the whole contents of his Epistle are to be referred. Now 
if Christ has this high and absolute importance, if he be considered 
in his divine supra-mundane nature, the substantial centre both 
of all spiritual and natural existence generally, and specially of 
the corporate life that is developed in the Christian Church, then 
it is of the first importance to hold steadfastly to this one founda'* 
tion, and to suffer nothing to be brought by any one into 
competition with that communication of religious weal which is 
only possible through him, as if anything else could be the channel 
of such virtue. In this argument the author does certainly 
encounter some conflicting views which serve him for the further 
■development of his main thesis; but these have not the special 
historical reference which is commonly attributed to them. They 
belong merely to certain phenomena here and there, which are a 
part of the general character of the time. We might think of 
gnosis in this connexion ; we find it elsewhere, even as early as 
the Pastoral Epistles, a chief mark of Christian polemics. But 
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gnbsis 'w'as, in the stage it had then reachiBd, too nearly akin with 
the tendency of our Epistles to be spoken of in such a spirit:; 
besides that gnosis also sought to place Christ as high as possibly 
And to adequately express his absolute dignity. Ebionitism, on 
the contrary, especially in the form in which it was most closely 
connected with Judaism, and in which it afterwards became a 
heresy, contained elements with which the higher conception of 
the person of Christ could not fail to come in conflict, ds it bectoie 
more and more intent upon excluding everything that might bd 
put on the same level with Christ as a channel of grace. Th^ 
polemical references of' the Epistle to the Colosaians are best 
explained by referring them to Ebionitism, and if this be so, then 
the special local occasion which is said to have led the writer of 
this Epistle to his task disappears ; for what is here condemned 
as opposed to the Christian consciousness belongs to the whol6 
general character of Ebionitism, as it stood over against the freer 
form of Pauline Christianity, not only at Colbsse, but all over Asia 
Minor. A polemical reference of this nature is manifestly present, 
in what is said, ii 11 sq,, against circumcision. The maintenance 
of circumcision is characteristic of Ebionitism ; we see this early 
:ia the case of the antagonists of the apostle in the Epistle to the 
Galatians, and it continues to be so with those Ebionites who were 
too stiff to surrender their Judaism. Epiphanius expressly remarks 
4iliis of his Ebionites, as well as of Cerinthus and his followers.^ : 
Then, as for the principles about eating and drinking, and thfe 
observing of certain days and sea&ons, which gave occasion for the 
warning, ver. 16, we know further from: Epiphanius that the 
Ebionites rejected altogether the use of animal food, considering 
that it defiled the eater, a view which is clearly to be recognised 
in those words of ' emphatic prohibition, /*^ a^> fifjBe yevtrp, 
fjifj^e Blyrf^, ver. 21. They must also haVe held it unlawful to drink 
wine, for tiiey celebrated their mysteries, namely, the Eucharist, 
;with Unleavened br^ad and unmixed water.^ They were also 

* Haer. XXX. 2, 16, 28 ; cf. xxviii. 6. 

^Haer.xxx. 15, 16^; c£. Clement. Horn. xiv. 1, ' ■ 
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distinguished by their strict religious observance of certain days 
and seasons. Epiphanius mentions repeatedly the rite of circum- 
cision and the celebration of the Sabbath as the ordinances of the 
Jewish religion which the Ebionites held most sacred.^ The 
vcvfjuffvlcu are to be understood not only of the new moons, but 
generally of the festivals, the date of which was determined by the 
moon, and the phrase may bear special reference to the Jewish 
or Ebionite celebration of the Passover, which was customary 
in Asia Minor. But most of aU do the worshipping of angels 
and the transcendental speculations about the spirit-world that 
were bound up with, that worship, as it is described, ii 18, 
sippear to be a characteristic trait of Ebionitism. Not only 
did the Ebionites attach great importance to the doctrine of angels 
and the religious worship of them, they closely connected Christ 
himself with the angels, and even considered him to be one of 
them.^ 

And it is just here that we see what was the point of the 
polemics of the Epistle to the Colossians. The Ebionites agreed 
in saying of Christ that he was created before all, exalted above 
the angels> the ruler of all created things. But then again they 
placed the smgels in a co-ordinate relation to Christ, ascribed to 
them also a redeeming and mediating function, even invoked them 
directly in this capacity, and regarded Christ as only eva r&v 
a/^xayyeX^v. The Epistle to the Colossians, on the contrary, 
insists strongly on the point that the dignity of Christ is not a 
question of degree, but consists in an absolute superiority over 

* Haer. xxx. 2, 16, 17. 

* According to Epiph. Haer. zxz. 2, the Ebionite doctrine about Ghrist (though, 
as Epiphanius remarks, they were not aU together at one on the subject, or 
perhaps he was unable to harmonize the statements which he had before him) 

• was in the main this : Xeyovo-iv SoftoOfv yAv 6vTa nph wdvrav de KTifrOevra^ irPev fia 
Svra Koi virep ayyeXovs Bvra navroiv bi KVpuvovra, kcu. Xpurrov \4yea-3cu, C£. c. 
16 : ov <l>curKovai dc ck Qeov Harpos avrbv ytyepvrja-BcUf dXKh iKria-Bai i/>s eva r&p 
dpxoyytXap, p^ldova bk avr&v Svra avT6v de Kvpuvew tS>p dyyekav koi ttovtw 

.T&K vn6 Tov navroKpdropos irenoirjfUvav. Tertullian also says (De came Christi, 
o, 14), **EbUmem costituiaae Jemm plane prophetia gloriosiorem ut ita m iUo 
angelua fuiaae dicaturJ'* 
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everything created Christ is accordingly not merely irpo iravrtov 
KTiaOeh, but the irptororoKOf; wda-rj^ Krlaeo)^; so far &om being 
himself created, that on the contrary all things are created in him. 
Hence it is strongly asserted that Christ is the ic€<l>a\ri both rov 
oroffiaTo^, rrj^ eKKkrjcna^, and iraarj^ ^PXV^ ^^^ e^ovarm^ ; and the 
chief proposition of the whole contention is, in contrast to that 
Ebionite ov teparelv r^v K€<l>aXrfv, that in so pre-eminent a sense 
is Christ to be held as head, that whatever is not itself the head 
cannot be thought to stand to him in any relation but that of 
absolute dependence. What is said both against circumcision and 
against the arotx^la rov Koafiov, is to be regarded from the same 
point of view, namely, as opposition to everything that might 
detract from the absolute dignity of Christ. Now a doctrine which 
made man dependent in religion on his natural, physical being or 
material nature, which made religious welfare obtainable through 
the purifying and sanctifying power that was ascribed to the 
elements and substances of the world,^ through the influence 
which the heavenly bodies were said to exercise on the sublunary 
world, through what was naturally clean as distinguished from 
what was held for unclean, — this doctrine placed the crrot^eta rov 
Kocfiov in the position which only Christ, as the Eedeemer, ought 
to occupy. Just in this way do we find, ver. 8, that the arotx^la 
rov Koa/iov and Christ are placed over against each other. This 
then is what our writer calls philosophy in the same sense in 
which the essence of philosophy is called worldly wisdom. It is 
the science which deals with the aroi/xi^la rov Koafiov ; it is only 
a Koarfiiitfi iraiSela, as philosophy is termed in the Clementine 
Homilies (Hom. i, 10), in contrast with the doctrine of the true 
Prophet, It thus contains nothing to raise man above the world 
to God, It is a mere cosmology, not a theology, a distinction 
which seems to be before the writer's mind when he proceeds, after 

1 As was the case with the Ebionites, cf. Epiph. in loc. cit. They ascribed 
sach virtue especially to water. According to the Clementine Homilies in the 
Contestatio pro eis, qui librum accipiunt, one is to invoke as fidprvpas , , , 
olpavhvy yrjp vbap, iv ols rh, irdvra frcptcxerat, irphs tovtois de dncuriv Koi t6v bth 
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the words, Kara ja aroix'^ia xat oi Kara Xptarov, and adds that 
it is in Christ that the irXriptoiia t^9 Oeorrirosi dwells. It is this 
divine element which distinguishes Christianity from a philosophy 
which deals with nothing more than the arovy^ia rov xda-fiov. 
Such a doctrine is nothing but a philosophy ; it may be called a 
Kevrj aTraTTj, a mere TrapaSoai^ r&v avdpmrtov. 

If, as can scarcely be denied, the polemical references of the 
Epistle to the Colossians are rightly accounted for by what we 
have brought forward, it must be admitted that the position 
occupied by our writer in this controversy is a totally different 
one from that of the apostle Paul in the Epistle to the Galatians. 
He was dealing there with the naked opposition in which Chris- 
tianity was coming to stand towards Judaism, and with the 
question whether, in addition to faith in Christ, Jewish circum^ 
cision could have a place as a necessary condition of salvation. 
But here the stress of the antithesis is no longer, as formerly, in 
the sphere of soteriology (which was of course the first and chief 
contents of the Christian consciousness), it has advanced to the 
sphere of Christology, and the important point is now to bring 
what was thought to be the soteriological contents of Christianity 
to its absolute expression in the clearer and more definite concep- 
tion which was coming to be formed of the person of Christ The 
process of the development of the Christian consciousness con- 
sisted just in this, that instead of the immediate consciousness of 
the blessings of Christianity, there came a stage where these 
blessings were taken for granted, and here only such a conception 
of the person of Christ was admissible as would represent him 
with foil capacity to produce all those effects, inwardly intense, 
and outwardly extensive, in which the work of redemption was 
held to consist In this sense the absolute conception of the 
person of Christ is the theme of both Epistles, and if we find them 
(a point to which we must recur afterwards) insisting upon a unity 
in which all differences are done away, then Christ himself must 
be taken as the central point of that unity. Thus the dispute 
with Ebionitism waa of importance only as the views of that body 
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came into collision with the conception of the person of Christ 
which was thus being developed. 

Thus the more special subjects which seemed to give this Epistle 
an advantage over that to the Ephesians, fail to dispel the sus- 
picion of its post-apostolic origin. But apart from the historical 
phenomena by which both epistles are. to be explained, there are 
numbers of smaller points about them which would lead us to con- 
clude that the author stood at some distance from the apostolic 
age. If Paul were the author of these Epistles, how could he him- 
self have given to the wiroaroKxn the predicate a^io«? ILL 5» 
De Wette at otnce remarked this, and justly considered it as 
weighing against the apostolic ori^ of the Ephesian letter. To 
this Harless answered ''that the predicate Srfvoi was positively 
required by the context. Why, he said, should, the apostle, who 
calls aU Christians ^lo^, carry his modesty so far as to scruple to call 
the apostles the. same, even though he himself wad one of thiem?^ 
Does he call himself so kot e^<y)^v, or was it such a virtue in 
the apostles to be ayioh that they should not have ventured to 
mention it> however unobtrusively ? Those whom he calls ar/coc 
are the apostles called. by God^ and. so distinguished &om other 
men." But the chief point is that this designation is not found in 
any other passage of an apostolical letter, but becomes a standing 
predicate of the apostles in a lat'Cr age, which the greater the dis- 
tance from them, looked up to them with the humbler reverence. 
The author of the Epistle, then, seems here to have made a slip, 
and to have betrayed himself involuntarily as a different man from 
the apostle, and as living in a later aga But on the other hand, 
we cannot fail to see how earnestly he tries to convince us of his 
identity with him. Thus he makes the apostle assure us again 
and again that he is Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles, the prisoner 
for the sake of the gospel In Eph. uL 1 the apostle says of him- 

^ As remarked in the Erit. Misc., p. 282, there is something remarkable in the 
frequent use of the predicate &yu)i as a convertible phrase with " believers " or 
'* church.*' Compare with this the emphasis with which the Epistle to the 
Ephesians dwells on the sanctity of the Church, e,g. y» 27ir 
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self: €ya> Uavkcy;, 6 Seafiio^ rov Xpiarov 'Irjcrov \nrkp vfi&v r&v 
eOv&v . . . Tov evcvyyeTuov, ov eyepo/j/rjp BtoKovo^ Kara Tqv Scopeav rfj^ 
Xapt,ro^ TOV Seov . . . ifiol r^ eKa')(UTTorep^ 'rrdvrtov r&v dyltov eBodrj 
V X^''^ O'Wq, €v ToU eOvea-iv evayyeXuraaOai rov , . . 'ttKovtov rov 
XpuTTov' iv. 1, 7rapaKa\& ovv vfiwi eyco 6 Setrfiio^ ev Kvpi^' 
vi 20, Trpea-^eva) ev aKvaeu CoL L 23, rov evar/yeKiov . . . ov 
eyevdp/qv ey® Ilavko^: BtaKoyo^' ver. 24, r/ €KKK7)ala ^ eyevdfi/rjv 
eyoD SiaKovo^, Kara rrjp otKovoficav tov 0€OV, Tqv hodelaav fioc €t9 
vfia<; ...€v T0A9 €0v€aiv. Is it the apostle's custom to speak thus of 
himseK and his apostolate? How different are those passages which 
we naturally compare with the above, 1 Cor. xv. 9, 2 Cor. x. 1, 
GaL V. 2. Is it not remarkable that the same thing should be 
insisted on again and again ? How many words are used, how the 
expressions rise higher and higher ! A notable instance of this 
exaggeration of expression is the peculiar form eXaxta-roTepo^y where 
the writer evidently had 1 Cor. xv. 9 (eyi o eKaxitrroi) before his 
mind. This simple and natural form, however, did not content him, 
nor did the phrase eXaj^toTo? t&v diroardkoDv, for which, with the 
same love of extremes, he substitutes eXjaxtoroTepo^ rrdvTcov dylcov. 
And what a contrast to this eXaj^ttrrore/jo? rrdintov d/yia)i/ does it 
present, when the apostle not only reckons himself among the 
arftx)c, but even writes to the Church at Ephesus that they will be 
able to see from his Epistle how great insight he possesses into the 
mystery of Christ (iii. 4, 5). 

Such digressions into personal matters, such exaggeratipns 
of the materials which are used,^ such contradictions, in which 
the personation that is going on is clearly betrayed, — these 
are among the characteristic features of our two Epistles, as 
they are of the Pastorals. Here we have also to mention 
what De Wette justly remarks on the passage, Eph. ii. 20, 
that the apostle, who was actively engaged up to the end of his 
life, and who was conscious that his position was no other than 
that of a labourer for the kingdom of God, could hardly have 

CoL iiL 11 is also such a passage; it is evidently fonued after the passage 
GaL iii. 28, and exaggerates the diflEerenoes there spoken of. 

C 
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regarded himself (as we find in the passage named) as the founda- 
tion already laid, and still less in conjunction with other apostles 
who laboured in a different spirit from his. Such a view would 
be appropriate, as De Wette remarks, only to a disciple of the 
apostle who saw before him the complete results of the apo- 
stolical labours, who was filled with reverence for them, at whose 
time, moreover, the gift of prophetic inspiration had ceased to be 
generally diffused throughout the Church, so that the prophets of 
his age appeared to him in a higher light than that in which the 
apostle Paul regarded them. 

The same late date of composition is betrayed in the passage, 
Eph. iv. 1 4, cva firj/cert &fi€v • . . xXuSavi^ofievoi xai irepi^epofievoi, 
iravri apcfup rfj^ BcSaa/eaXca^, ev rrj xv^eca r&v avOpwirmv, etc. 
This unstable swaying to and fro between different and constantly 
changing doctrines, which is mentioned here as a state of things of 
which there had already been experience, is quite out of place as 
a picture of the apostolic age. , 

In conclusion, we may notice the salutations sent from Mark 
and Luke, CoL iv. 10, 14. Mark and Luke are mentioned at the 
close of the Second Epistle to Timothy, and as soon as doubt is 
thrown upon the genuineness of that Epistle, we are led to believe 
that there was some special reason for mentioning them. Their 
Grospels were at that time highly valued as a basis for that 
general unification of the Church which every one desired, and 
thus there was a motive to call attention on every occasion to the 
harmonious relation that existed between these two men, and 
between them and the apostles. Thus the mention of their names 
in the Epistle to the Colossians can scarcely be without some under- 
lying motive. The mention of Mark is connected with a further 
difliculty. According to the Second Epistle to Timothy (iv. 12), 
which must have been the last of the apostle's letters, he was to be 
called to Eome at that date, while, according to the Epistle to the 
Colossians, with which that to Philemon agrees (ver. 24), he was 
with the apostle at Eome already. And this is the more remark- 
able, that the journey of Tychicus to Ephesus, mentioned at the 
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same time, 2 Tim. iv. 12, can scarcely be a different one from that 
spoken of, Eph. vi. 21 ; CoL iv. 7. We must therefore imagine the 
apostle's assistants to have taken journey after journey from the 
east to the west, and from west to east again, if these dififerent 
dates are not to stand side by side in the most glaring contra- 
diction. 

It has long been acknowledged that in expression and style 
these Epistles have a character of their own, and are distinguished 
from the Epistles of Paul ; especially is this true of the Ephesian 
letter. In its heavy long-drawn periods, laden with far-fetched 
and magniloquent expressions, we miss both the lively dialectical 
process and the wealth of thought for which the apostle is dis- 
tinguished. In the Colossian letter this is less strikingly the case, 
yet in many passages it also gives us the impression of a composi- 
tion without life or spontaneity, moving forward in repetitions and 
tautologies, and sentences grouped together with a merely outside 
connexion. 

What, then, we have still to ask, is the true object of these 
Epistles, if they be not by Paul, and can only be understood in the 
light of the features of that later age from which they sprang ? 
The central idea around which everythiug else revolves in them is 
to be found in their Christology ; but it is impossible to assume 
that the object for which they were written was the purely theore- 
tical one of setting forth those higher views of the person of Christ 
The occasion out of which they arose must have been some prac- 
tical need in the circumstances of the time ; and even the idea of 
the person of Christ is at once brought into a certain definite point 
of view. Christ, it is manifest, is taken here as the centre of the 
unity of all opposites. These opposites embrace the entire uni- 
verse ; heaven and earth, the visible and the invisible, and every- 
thing that exists has in Christ the basis of its existence ; in him, 
therefore, all oppositions and distinctions disappear ; even up to the 
highest spirit- world there is nothing that has not its highest and 
absolute principle in him. This metaphysical height is sought, 
however, only in order to descend from it to the immediate present 
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and its practical necessities ; for here also there are opposites of 
which only Christ can be the reconciling and atoning unity. Here, 
accordingly, we find the stand-point from which the object and 
the contents of the Epistles can be satisfactorily comprehended. It 
is obvious that they point to the distinction of Gentile and Jew 
Christians ; and thus they clearly belong to a time when these two 
parties were still, to some extent, opposed to each other, and when 
the removal of their mutual opposition was the only road to the 
unity of the Christian Church. How strongly the need of such 
unity, to be realized by the mutual approaches ajid the gradual 
fusion of the two still separated parties, was felt at the time when 
our Epistles were written, is clear on the face of them ; first, in 
the earnest exhortations to unity, as especially Eph. iv. 1 ; in the 
repeated commendations of love as the bond of peace, Eph. iv. 25, 
V. 2 ; Col. ii 2 ; iii. 1 4 ; and further, in all those passages where 
the Church is described with such emphasis as an organism sub- 
sisting in the idea of its own unity and the inward connexion of 
all its members with each* other. This unity of the Church as an 
organic whole is the object towards which those Epistles labour 
with all their powers ; they seek to make it clear that this oneness 
with the principle on which the Christian Church is based is 
necessarily contained in Christ as the head of the Church, and 
thus that the important point is to become fuUy alive to that 
which is already a fact, to recognise it practically, and carry it out. 
We find three momenta in which the conception of the person of 
Christ possesses itself its essential unity, and which supply the 
motives for this effort after unity which belongs to the idea of 
the Church. 1. The Epistle to the Colossians takes up the highest 
metaphysical stand-point : here Christ in his pre-mundane exist- 
ence as the image of the invisible God, is the principle of creation 
itself ; if aU things be created in him and through him, then all 
have in him their perfect unity and their highest teleological 
reference. As everything comes forth from him, so everything 
must return to him ; and there is no opposition, no distinction, 
which is not done away in him, the principle of all unity, from the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Chap. IV.] EPISTLES TO EPHESIANS AND C0L0SSIAN8. 37 

beginning and absolutely : ra Trdvra Si avrov kcu ei^ avrov 
€/cTurrcu, CoL i. 16. 2. The second momentum is Christ as the 
KeiJMKrj TTJ^ €KK\rjaia<:, as the Lord raised through his resurrection 
and^ ascension, to be the head of the Church as his body. Here the 
view goes upwards from beneath, as in the first instance it went down- 
wards fix)m above, so that both are but the two sides which can- 
not be disjoined, of one and the same unity realizing itself through ' 
their difference. This second momentum is enforced with equal 
emphasis in both Epistles : CoL i. 18, sq., and EpL L 20, sq. Here 
it is clearly set forth how in Christ, as the head of the Chujch, 
aU oppositions and differences in the Church, and indeed in the 
world, must disappear, since he is pre-ordained, dvaK€<l>dKai(i(rcurdai 
ra irdma in himself as Ke^Xri ; everything without distinction, 
both things in heaven and things on earth (this could not be the 
case were he not the absolute principle of all things existing, as he 
is described, CoL i 15). The very obvious inference is drawn 
from this, how much it is the interest of the various parties in the 
Church to overlook all differences that keep them from each other, 
and in the consciousness of the unity of their common principle, 
to come together themselves to actual unity. 3. To these two 
momenta, standing as they do over against each other, comes the 
third in which they are mediated. This is found in the death of 
Christ. It is one of the peculiarities of those Epistles that they 
regard the death of Christ in the light of an arraugement made by 
God with the view of destroying the wall of partition between 
Gentiles and Jews, and of reconciling both at once to God through 
the peace that has thus been brought about. There is nothing 
that both Epistles together insist upon more than this general 
elfyrjvoiroielv, and a'/roKaraXaTreiv, through Christ : Eph. ii. 1 4, sq. ; 
CoL i 20, sq. All distinction between Jews and Gentiles is abolished ; 
the absolute superiority which the Jew had over the Gentile is 
taken from him ; for through the death of Christ the Mosaic law, 
the handwriting that was against us of a law consisting in positive 
commandments and ordinances of direct authority, is now destroyed. 
Since, then, in Christianity all national differences and oppositions. 
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with everything else that divides men from each other in the 
various relations of life, are abolished through the death of Christ, 
there appears in it the new man who has now to lay off more and 
more in practical reality the old man that still cleaves to him, Col. 
iii. 9 ; Eph. ii. 10, 15 ; iv. 22. Connected with this, and starting 
from a metaphysical idea of the person of Christ, the Epistle to the 
Colossians represents the effects of his death in doing away with 
all distinctions and oppositions, as affecting even the invisible 
world. In that sphere, also, Christ has reconciled all things 
through the relation in which they stand to him, has made peace 
through the blood of his cross, and brought back all things, both 
in heaven and earth, to the unity that is in him. So essential a 
part is it therefore of the peculiar task of the Christian church to 
strive after unity, and to realize the idea which she sees presented 
to her in Christ, who ig the highest and absolute principle of her 
existence, as he alone can be the goal of all her efforts. 

All this carries us to that period when, not without the ferment 
and commotion of conflicting elements, the Christian church was 
coming to realize herself and to achieve her unity. With aU the 
authors of the inmiediately post-apostolic age whose writings 
have come down to us, the prominent interest of the time appears 
to have been the unity of the Church, the necessity of which they 
recognised, and which they strove in various ways to usher in. 
We have thus before us a state of affairs which lies beyond the 
stand-point of the apostle Paul His task was to lay the founda- 
tions of the Gentile Christian churches ; but here we see the two 
parties fully formed, and confronting each other, and the great 
point is to bring them nearer to each other, and to bridge over the 
guK which still divides them. Our Epistles find the point of 
meeting where these differences may be reconciled chiefly in the 
death of Christ. In the same way the author of the Johannine 
Gospel regards the unity which binds the different elements of 
the Church into one body as an effect which nothing but the death 
of Christ could have procured. ^ 

1 Cf. Abhandlg. Uber das joh. Ev. ; TheoL Jahrb. 1844, p. 621 (Unters. Uber 
die Evang. 316). 
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To the apostle Paul himself this view is not familiar. It is true 
that the death of Christ is to him also the principle of a new creation, 
a new life, but with him this is only in essence, theoretically, 
generally, and in connexion with his doctrine of faith, inasmuch as 
to him who believes in Christ and his atoning death, old things are 
passed away, and all things are made new. But he never made a 
definite practical application of the death of Christ to the differ- 
ences existing between the two parties out of whose union the 
Christian Church was to arise, such as is made here ; still less did 
he ever ascribe to the death of Christ such an influence in the 
super-sensuous world as we find in our Epistles ; that could be 
done only from the stand-point of their peculiar Christology.^ 
Thus even here there is a very noticeable difference ; on a closer 
view, however, we become aware that even the Pauline doctrines of 
justification by faith, and of the relation of Judaism and heathen- 
ism to each other and to Christianity, are modified in a way which 
can only be explained from the circumstances of the time in which 
these Epistles were produced, and the peaceful tendency which 
these circumstances impressed on them. ' The writer of the 
Epistle to the Ephesians cannot, as a true follower of Paul, degrade 
the Pauline doctrine of justification from the position which 
belongs to it ; yet hardly has he mentioned faith, when he appears, 
although unconsciously, to be unable to refrain from going on 
to speak of works or love. This is most strikingly the case, ii 8, 
where the sentence, t^ r^ap 'xapcrl eare (reatoafiivoi hia rrj^ irlar- 

T€a)9, KCLl rOVTO OVK €^ VflWV' SeOV TO hwpOV OVK €^ epytDVf Lva 

fxri T*9 KavyriaTjTaij indorses the Pauline doctrine with laboured 
and abundant emphasis; but with how little inward sequence 
does the next sentence follow it, a sentence adopted from the 
doctrine of James : avrov yap eafiev woirffia, KTiaOevre^ ev 

^ CoL i. 20 ; Eph. iii 9, sq. The Epistle to the Colossiana represents the 
death of Christ as peculiarly a victory over the evil powers; Christ stripped 
them of their power, made a show of them openly, and triumphed over them, 
ii 15. This is not found with the apostle in such immediate connexion with the 
death of Christ, but is a feature of later, particularly of Gnostic representations ; 
Gf. Gesch. der Lehre von der VersQhnung, p. 27, sq. 
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XpioT^ 'Ir)aov em epyoi^ ar/aOoh, oh TrpoTyroifiaaep 6 ©€09, 
tva €v avToh irepiiraTriaoofiev, Works axe thus to go by the side 
of faith, but instead of faith being alleged to be the foundation of 
them, they are placed by the side of faith as the final purpose of 
the creation of men. It is the same with love ; the apostle Paul 
expresses by his phrase, irum^ So arydirrj^ ivepyovfievt), the inward 
unity of faith and love; in place of y^hich the author of the 
Epistle to the Ephesians has only love by the side of faith, iii 17, 
18, and vi. 23, aryaTrr) fiera Trlareax;. The Epistle to the Colossians 
prefers to take faith and works together as the moral praxis of the 
Christian life, L 10; uL 9, sq. By setting faith and love in this 
relation to each other, justice is to be done to both parties ; and we 
see that in these Epistles, Gentile and Jew Christians are placed 
side by side, as equally privileged members of the Christian Church. 
Thus Judaism and heathenism equally occupy a negative position 
in relation to Christianity, Eph. ii. 1 1 ; CoL i. 20 ; yet as conces- 
sions may have been made to the Gentile Christians for the sake 
of unity, so out of regard for the Jewish Christians there are 
certain concessions made to Judaism of which the apostle Paul 
would not altogether have approved. It is said of the Gentiles, 
Eph. ii. 11, that they who were called uncircumcision by that 
which is called circumcision in the flesh, had been, during the 
whole period of heathenism, without Christ, aliens to the citizen- 
ship of Israel, unacquainted with the covenants of promise, 
without hope and without God in the world ; but that now, they 
who before stood far off have come near in the blood of Christ. 
That is to say, the heathen have only received a share of what 
the Jews had before ; and thus Christianity is not the absolute 
religion in which the negativeness of heathenism and that of 
Judaism come to an end together ; on the contrary, the substan- 
tial contents of Christianity are just Judaism itself. Thus the 
universality of Christianity consists in this, that Judaism is 
extended to the heathen through the death of Christ. In 
it the hostility, the wall of division, and every thing positive 
that separated the two parties, has an end ; both are reconciled to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Chap. IV.] EPISTLES TO EPHESIANS AND C0L0SSIAN8. 41 

God in one body and in one spirit, both have the same access to the 
Father. It is true that the heathen have thus, as Christians, 
everything that the Jews have ; yet they are in the position of 
having been admitted, of having come near, of having received 
a share; for they, as the eOvrj, axe merely avyKXrjpovofia zeal 
arvaaea/ia xal a-vfifieToj(a t^9 hrarfyeXla^ ev r^ Xpurr^. They 
are merely partakers of that to which the Jews have the first 
and indisputable claim. Now, if we consider how the Apostle 
expresses himself on this subject, especially in the Epistle to 
the Eomans, we cannot admit this to be a genuine Pauline 
view. The deeper reason of the difference is, that the peculiar 
Pauline conception of faith is not familiar to these Epistles. They 
know nothing of faith as an inward process in the conscious- 
ness, the most essential part of which is a personal conviction and 
experience of the impossibility of justification through the law. 
Hence the object of this faith, the death of Christ, remains 
purely external to thenu The death of Christ has indeed brought 
about the cancelling of the law as well as the forgiveness 
of sins ; but the law, which is set aside in the death of Christ, 
appears to be here little more than the injunction of circum- 
cision.^ 

It is in this way that the chief result of the death of Christ is 
the reconciliation of heathens and Jews : this reconciliation was a 
thing of course, as soon as the wall of partition, that is, circum- 
cision, ^he difference between Trepi^rofiTj and oKpo^varcay was taken 
away. Such is the Christian universalism of these Epistles; it 
is not based upon the profound idea of the Apostle's religious 
anthropology, but only upon the coalition of heathens and Jews, 
which is one of the outward effects of the death of Christ. It is 
the same external universalism which the pseudo- Clementine 
homilies make the object of Christ's death in addition to the 

* The Koff fifi&v x^H^^P°4^^ ''°*^ B^fuuriv, o Jjv xtntvcafriov ^fiiVi Col. iL 14 
(cf. Eph. ii. 15, 6 v6fU)s t&p €vtoKS>v eV boyfuuriv), is quite adequately aocounted 
for by referring it to the penalty connected with the injunction of circumcision, 
that eyery loan not circumcised was to be regarded as liable to be put to death. 
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forgiveness of sins. The Christian identifies himself with a new 
man, who, according to these Epistles, arises out of Christianity, 
so that he, as Christian, is neither Jew nor Gentile (cf. Eph. ii. 15), 
and, as Christian, has now to put off all the impurities of heathen- 
ism. Judaism thus loses, it is true, the absolute claim it made 
through the law of circumcision; but for this loss the Epistle 
to the Colossians seeks to provide a compensation ; it is at some 
pains to show that even in these altered circumstances there is a 
circumcision, not ei/ aapxl 'X!^cpoiroir)To<;, but a'xetpoirol'qTo^, ev 
T^ atreKivau rov awfiaro^ rfj^ aapxo^, the irepiTOfj/q tov Xpurrov, 
which takes place in baptism, in which rite Christ makes alive 
the v€Kpov^ ovrwi ev r^ axpo^vaTva rfj^ aapKo^, for in baptism 
they renounce all sensual desires, and dedicate themselves to a 
pure and holy life. This statement that Christian baptism was 
to have the same meaning with Jewish circumcision, is one 
we meet with elsewhere in post- Apostolic writings. The more 
importance the author of the Epistle to the Colossians attaches to 
the foundation thus gained for the union of Gentile and Jew 
Christians, the more must he have been led to controvert the 
principles of Ebionitism, a sect which repudiated universalism 
if coupled with such conditions, and would hear of no renuncia- 
tion of those* elements which, as he shows, were irreconcilable 
with the absolute Christian principle. 

It is quite clear that the Epistle to the Ephesians is secondary 
to that to the Colossians ; but it may be doubted whether it was 
written much later, and whether by another author. May not the 
twin Epistles have gone forth into the world together ? A com- 
parison of the contents of both suggests that the materials have 
been divided between them purposely with some such view. All 
that is polemical, special, and individual, is given to the Colossian 
letter : the Ephesian letter seems purposely to avoid all such topics, 
while, on the other hand, it treats the general subject of the Colos- 
sian letter more at large. The close relation of the Epistles to each 
other makes it somewhat striking that they seem to contain refer- 
ences to one another; the writer to the Colossians tells his readers 
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expressly, iv. 16, that they are to communicate their letter to the 
Laodiceans, and to get another letter from Laodicea communicated 
to themselves. The question is naturally suggested whether our 
Epistle to the Ephesians is this Laodicean epistle. Marcion asserts 
that the Epistle had the title. To the Laodiceans; but Marcion may 
have had no other authority for this statement than the passage, 
CoL iv. 16, itself. Yet though the letter was originally addressed 
To the Ephesians, and intended for them, i. 1, we may still suppose 
that the writer imagined the letter to have been taken by Tychicus 
to Ephesus, but to have been meant for other churches also ; and 
thus it might reach Colosse from Laodicea This would explain 
why the words, iv. 16, are not r^v eh AaoBiKela^, but t^i; €k 
AaoSi/ceia^. If the address, Eph. L 1, contained originally nothing 
more than roi^ ar/ioi^ xal Tnarol^ ev 'Irjcr. Xp,, the addition rol^ 
ovaiv €v ^E<f>€a^, might easily arise from 2 Tim. iv. 12, where 
Tychicus is spoken of, the same who is named, Eph. vi. 21, CoL 
iv. 7, as the messenger of the apostle and the bearer of the Epistle, 
Tv^i^Kov Be oTredreCKa eh ''E<f>eaov. Tychicus is thus, in any case, 
named as the bearer of both Epistles. Now it is curious to find it 
said, Eph. vi 21, iva Se elBfjre teal vfieh ra xar efie, ri irpa(T(Tw, 
iravra vjmv yvoDplaei o Tv^iko^, etc. This teal before v/ieh can 
only be explained from CoL iv. 7. The author of the Epistle to 
the Ephesians writes as if he, that is, the apostle, had just before 
been writing to the Colossians the letter intended for them. This 
may indeed be the invention of the author of the Ephesian letter 
writing later than the other author. But the circumstance can be 
accounted for equally weU by supposing that the authors of both 
Epistles are one and the same man. He will then have referred, 
Eph. vi 21, to the Colossian epistle, as, in CoL iv. 16, to the 
Ephesian epistle. What makes this the more likely is, that it is 
hard to see why the readers of the Colossian epistle should be 
referred to another epistle about to reach them from Laodicea, if 
there were not such an Epistle in existence at the time. The 
same author wiU thus have purposely divided into two letters 
what he could have said in one ; and why ? Probably because he 
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thought that what was said in the same way in two letters would 
produce the greater impression. The passage, CoL ii 1, shows also 
how the author of this Epistle had two churches in his mind when 
he was writing, so that even this passage, taken in connexion with 
iy. 16, might make it seem not unlikely that as his subject was of 
equal importance to both churches, he felt himself induced to write* 
two separate letters to them. Thus the more important the subject 
appeared to him with which both Epistles deal, the easier did it 
seem to imagine how the Apostle came to write these Epistles to 
two churches with which he was personally unacquainted (for 
this is especially remarked, CoL ii 1, and the same thing is inferred, 
Eph. i 15).^ These explanations may have appeared necessary to 
the later author, but what reason could have induced the Apostle 
himself, judging even by the contents of our Epistles, to write to 
two churches with which he did not stand in any intimate rela- 
tions ? The Epistle to the Bomans cannot be appealed to here as 
a case in point, unless a comparison were possible between the 
contents of the Epistle to the Eomans and the contents of these 
two Epistles, which are so far inferior. 

Whatever may be thought of the theory here advanced of the 
identical authorship of both Epistles, there can be no doubt of this, 
that the two are so much interwoven that they must stand or fall 
together in their claim to apostolic origin. 

^ If it be assumed that the Epistle to the Ephesians was addressed to Laodicea 
as a circular, we have stiU the difficulty that CoL ii 1, iv. 16, mentions only 
Laodicea. Then it is to be considered that if Paul could not possibly write 
to the Ephesians in the words ascribed to him, i. 15, neither could an author, 
writing under his name, write in such terms, since the Apostle's relations with 
the Church at Ephesus were too weU known to be passed over. Both Epistles 
appear to be written purposely to churches which were not personally known to 
the Apostle. Considering all this, and in addition to this, the close connexion 
which the Epistles bear to each other, one can scarcely avoid taking the Ephesian 
Epistle, in spite of its title and the oitnv iv 'E^eV^, to be an Epistle to the 
Laodiceans. 
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FIFTH CHAPTER 

THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS. 

The critic who first ventured to cast doubt on the genuineness 
of the Epistle to the Ephesians, has lately asserted of the Epistle to 
the Philippians that its genuineness is above all question.'^ It is 
true that no sufficient reasons have been alleged as yet for doubting 
its apostolic origin; yet I think there are such reasons, and I deem 
it necessary to state shortly, for the further consideration of criti- 
cism, what they are. I think there are three points to be considered.^ 

1. This Epistle, like the two we have just discussed, is occupied 
with Gnostic ideas and expressions, and that not in the way of 
controversy with Gnostics, but employing them, with the neces- 
sary modifications, for its own purposes. The passage, ii. 6, one 
of great importance for dogmatics, and of as great difficulty, can 

1 De WeUe : EinL in's Neue Test. 4 Aufl. 1842, p. 268. [In his Fifth Edition, 
published in 1848, de Wette referred to the doubts expressed on the snbject in 
this work and by Schwegler, Nachap. Zeit. ii. 133, 8q,, but only very cursorily, 
characterizing them, without reason shown, as an ** attack on frivolous grounds." 
LUnemann (Pauli ad Philipp. Epist, Gottingen, 1847); Bruckner (Epist. ad 
Philipp. Paulo auctori vindicata) ; and Emesti (tiber Philipp. il 6, sq. ; TheoL 
Stud, und Krit 1848, 4 H., pp. 858-924) defended the authenticity of the Epistle 
against JBaur at greater length. He judged only the last of these arguments to 
possess any scientific value, but replied to them jointly in the Theol. Jahrb. viii. 
1849, pp. 501-553 (in a section of the paper, " zur neutestamentlichen Eritik "). 
Emesti returned to the subject in the Stud, und Eritiken, 1851, pp. 591-632, and 
was answered by Baur, TheoL Jahrb. xl 1852, pp. 133-144, in the paper "uber 
Philipp. iL 6 f." I shall refer to these two essays where they add anything to the 
discussion in the text, and shall reproduce the more important parts of them.] 

' Cf. TheoL Jahrb. viii 502. '* What appears suspicious to me in the Philippian 
Epistle may be reduced to the following three heads: — 1. The appearance of 
Gnostic ideas in the passage, ii. 6-9. 2. The want of anything distinctively 
Pauline. 3. The ^uestionableness of some of the historical data." 
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scarcely be explained save on the supposition that the writer^s mind 
was filled with certain Gnostic ideas current at the time. What an 
extraordinary conception is it that Christ, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count it robbery, or, to give the words their 
exact grammatical force, did not think that he must make it the 
object of an actus rajnendi, to be equal with God. If he was God 
already, how could he wish to become what he was already ? But 
if he was not equal with God, what an eccentric and perverted and 
self-contradictory thought must it have been, to become equal with 
God ! Is it the inconceivableness of such a thought that is to be 
expressed in the words ouj^ dfyirayfioif rjyria'aTo ? But how came 
the Apostle to say of Christ a thing so inconceivable, even were it 
merely to deny it ? Though Christ did not proceed to such an act 
of rapacity and arrogance, yet it seems it was possible to him, not 
morally indeed, but abstractly. How is this to be explained? 
The doctrines of the Gnostics show us how our author may have 
come to entertain such a conception. It is a well-known Gnostic 
representation, that in one of the aeons, the last of the series of 
them, the Gnostic Sophia, there arose the passionate, eccentric, and 
unnatural desire to penetrate forcibly into the essence of the All- 
father, in order to connect herself directly with him the absolute, 
and to become one with him. This desire is described as a irpoaX- 
XeadaL, a darting forward, as a rash and passionate striving, as a 
ToXfjurjf a bold and violent attempt.^ That aeon then sought 
forcibly to seize and to appropriate what according to its nature 
could never belong to it, and what it had no claim to. This whole 
act, and what it aims at accomplishing, is a thing purely spiritual 
Sophia wished, as the Gnostics express it, KCKocvfoinja-Oac t^' irarpi 
T^ reKelfp, to associate herseK with the father, the absolutely Per- 
fect, and, KaraKa^eiv to fidyeOd^ avrov, to take up into herself 
spiritually his greatness, his absolute essence. This amounts to 
such an identity with God the Absolute, as is conveyed by the ex- 
pression of our Epistle, to elvac laa Gew, and only this considera- 
tion, that, according to the original Gnostic conception of it, the 
1 Iren. adv. Haer. L 2. 2. 
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act was a purely spiritual one, makes it intelligible how our Epistle 
comes to speak of such a seK-contradictory attempt as ehai laa 
0€oi On the one side, the identity with God is a thing still to be 
realized ; on the other, the reality of it is presupposed. The inter- 
preters of the Epistle are thus driven to assert that the correct 
rendering of ov^ dfyirayfJLov riyria'aTo, is compatible only with such 
a view of ehai tra ©eo), as makes it a thing which Christ did not 
yet possess ; for otherwise it could not be said that he did not 
wish to seize it for himself But, they say, in order that the renun- 
ciation may be conceived as a voluntary one, we must ascribe to 
Christ the possibility which lies in the iv fiop<f>^ Geov tnrdpj(a>p. 
Christ then had the divine glory, potentia, in himself, and could 
have claimed it, could have made it appear in his life. But since 
it did not consist with the purpose of the plan of redemption that 
Christ should at once receive divine honour, it would have been a 
robbery, an act of presumption, if he had taken it to himself. But 
what, we must ask, was Christ, if, while €v fJt'OpijyiJ 0€ov iirapyfovy 
he yet possessed the divine glory only potentia, if, though actually 
God, he yet was not God ? And what conceivable reason is there 
for saying that he voluntarily renounced a thing which, from the 
nature of the case, it was impossible that he should have ? This 
beiag and not being, this having and not having, is possible only in 
the spiritual sphere ; the distinction drawn is that between what 
is essentially and what is not only essentially, but also for con- 
sciousness. And the Gnostic aeons are the categories and concep- 
tions in which the absolute becomes the object of the subjective 
consciousness : they are themselves the spiritual subjects in. which 
the absolute subjectivates and individualizes itself ; or they are the 
subjective side, on which the absolute is not only the absolute in 
essence, but is also the absolute self-consciousness. Since, however, 
they are in plurality what the absolute is in unity, the descend- 
ing series of aeons exhibits an ever-growing divergence between 
the consciousness of which the absolute is the object, and the 
absolute itself as the object of consciousness. The consciousness 
of these spiritual subjects, these aeons in which consciousness shows 
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itself as the subjective side over against the other objective side, 
can, by its own nature, deal with nothing but the absolute, and yet 
the further oflf they stand, the less can they with their conscious- 
ness embrace and comprehend it {KaraKaffetv). Thus, then, the 
aeon we spoke of directs itseK to the absolute with the whole 
energy of its spiritual force, seeks to grasp the absolute, to compre- 
hend it, to become equal with it, to be one with it ; but in this it 
undertakes a thing which is in itseK impossible, by which it over- 
leaps the boundaries of its own spiritual nature, and seeks, as it were, 
to commit an unnatural robbery of the absolute. Thus, in the very 
nature of the case, it cannot possibly succeed ;^ and if it let itself 
be borne along by this impulse, it will only become aware of the 
negativity of its own being, — a thing which the Gnostics represented 
by saying that the aeon fell down out of the irXn^pco/ia into the 
Kepmfia.^ Thus one passage speaks also of a kcvovv in connexion 
with the dpirayfio^, and it is very clear from this that our author 
is familiar with the same representations, that he proceeds upon 
them, only with this difference, that what had a merely speculative 
interest to the Gnostics, has with him a moral significance. With 
the Gnostics the dpira/yfio^ is a thing that actually takes place, but 
by its unnaturalness comes to an end without spreading further, and 
has merely negative consequences ;* in this case, however, there is 

^ Sia t6 dbvvara eTTtjSoXeti/ irpayfiaTi. Iren. loc, cii. 

^ Iren, i 4. 1 : cV (tkiols koi Kevcufiaros T6iroLS If o Kfxorhs iyevero Koi 9rXi;pa>. 
ftaros. 4. 2 : cV r^ o-xdrfi feat r^ Kcvutfiari, Compare Theodoret, Haer. Fab. i. 7» 
ef 0) Tov nkrjp&fMTOSi iv CKiq, tivl koi KcvafuiTi Biayetv. 

3 This statement, however, requires to be qualified (as is observed, TheoL 
Jahrb. viii. 507) : *' That aeon which sought to grasp and comprehend the abso- 
lute essence of God, and fell from the irX^po/xa to the KevcufiOy through attempting 
the impossible, did yet at last arrive at the irkrjp&fia. For the irk-qpa^fm does at 
last, at the consummation of the world's history, receive all spiritual beings, and 
in it they all become one with the absolute. This shows us what the unnatural 
attempt spoken of here really signifies. It was unnatural, in that the aeon in 
question desired to attain immediately and at once, what could not, according to 
Gnostic conceptions, be attained save as a result of the whole process of the 
development of the world. The attempt was suggested to the aeon by a subjec- 
tive and unreasonable impulse. It was however, at the same time, the beginning 
from which the development of the world proceeded, and was thus a necessary 
momentum. If the genesis of the world be regarded as a falling away (and this 
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a moral self-determination, which stops short of such a dpirayfio^. 
It is not, in this case, that the action has failed, but that it has not 
taken place at aU : there is a voluntary renunciation and self-abase- 
ment, and instead of the Gnostic yevea-Oai ev KevwfuiTh we have a 
eavTov Kepovv. Thus the voluntary act of refraining from dpTray- 
/io9, in our Epistle, is a modification of the speculative dpirayfio^ 
of Gnosticism. When the question is made an ethical one, as it is 
here, there seems to be little need for saying that Christ did not 
seek to seize a thing before his moral probation, which could only 
be attained in the way of moral probation. What can be gained 
only through moral effort, that will no one gain, save as the fruit 
of his moral effort. This is so self-evident, that if it be said, as it 
is here, we have a right to conclude that the statement has reference 
to, and is occasioned by, some previous speculation. The state- 
ment could not otherwise have been made, at least in the form in 
which we find it.i 

is the point of view here), then it is of course both subjectively arbitrary and 
objectively necessary." The Afyjrayfws therefore denotes *' that the aeon sought 
to assert at a leap, as it were, at once, through a violent act or a robbery, that 
identity with the absolute which could only be realized through the whole cosmic 
process ;" that it " sought to seize by an act of will, violently and prematurely, 
what it could only gain by a certain definite process.'' Christ did the opposite 
of this : he did not seize the etvai la-a Bc^, the divine worship that should place 
him on an equality with God, violently, as a right belonging to him in virtue of 
his divine nature (the fiop<j)ri Qeov), but earned it by voluntary self-abnegation 
(cf. TheoL Jahrb. xi. 134 sq., viii. 508 sq.). The author also admits distinctly 
(TheoL Jahrb. xi. 142) that dfyirayfibs cannot be shown to be a Gnostic term ; he 
thinks, however, that this is of no great importance if the idea denoted by the 
word is found in Gnostic systems. — Editor. 

^ The author insists again on this point in TheoL Jahrb. viii. 508 aq, ** If," 
he says, " Christ was ev fiop<j)^ Qcov wrdpxo^Vf th^n his nature was from this very 
fact divine. Now if this iv pop(f>jj Qeov imapxew was not equivalent to elvcu lea 
Ge^ this must mean that what he was essentially, as eV /i. 8. \nrapx«iVf could only 
proceed to the elvai Itra Ge^ (ie. become the true and actual contents of his 
conscioQsness) by his vindicating his divine nature in the way of moral effort — 
by the proof of his obedience. But if the €lvai l<ra be thus a question of moral 
achievement, how could it be said of Christ that he ever dreamed of the possibility 
of attaining, without moral action, that which could not exist save as the fruit of 
. moral action ? It is clear that the author is referring here to certain other views. 
It could never have suggested itself to him to connect with Christ such an absurd 
and self -contradictory idea or intention, even though it were only to deny that 
he cherished it. The idea must have been suggested to him from without." 

D 
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The other expressions used in this passage afford additional 
evidence of Gnostic modes of thought and expression having been 
before the author's mind. The contrast fiop^ Geov and fJLop<f>fi 
SovXov looks indeed sufficiently simple, yet the peculiar conception 
indicated by )Lto/o<^ Geov can only be understood by a reference to 
the use of those terms by the Gnostic. The expressions /io/x^, 
fiop<f>ovi^, fidp<f>ci>a'i^, were very common with them. That which 
constitutes the peculiar character of one of the higher spiritual 
beings is the fiop^ of that being ; hence the Gnostics said of the 
fallen aeon, that when it passed out of the light and the pleroma, it 
was afjuop(f>o<; /cat avelBeo^, &a'irep exTpfOfuiy and that Bia to fiijSiv 
KaT€iXrj(f>€pai, because that was wanting to him which was necessary 
to make up his definite spiritual nature. Hence when Christ 
was sent out of the pleroma to help him, the first thing he did to 
him was T?7 tBia Swdfiei fiop^&aai, fidpipayciv, rfiv kwt ovtrlav fiovov, 
a\V ov rfjv Kara yp&a-iv} The aeon was to come to itself out of 
the state of utter negation in which it had been lying ; it was to 
receive its own /^o/o^, and that in two stages. The first stage of 
the process of iwp^ovv was the fidp<fxoaif; Kar ovalav, referring to 
that which the aeon was in essence, in substance ; then followed 
the fidpffKoa-t^ Kara yv&aiv, by which he became in consciousness 
also what he was already in essence. This of itself shows us that 
the Iv fiop<f>^ 0€ov inrdp^eiv means the same thing, and is identical 
with elvai, laa 0€^.* But this can be distinctly proved to be 
according to the Gnostic use of terms. 

Ehmesti admits the force of this, but finds the suggestion in the Mosaic narratiye 
of the FaU. Baur replies, op, cit. viii. 509 sqq., xi 138 sqq., that this parallel is 
little to the point, and that our passage exhibits no trace of any reference to that 
narrative. He points out that the condition of our first parents before the FaU 
does not in the least correspond to the iiop<l>rj 6cot) here ascribed to Christ ; that 
the robbery of the tree in Paradise which they committed is entirely unlike the 
ApTrayfibs said to have been before the mind of Christ ; and that the elvai lo-a 
Gf^, which he did not obtain through a dp7rayfi6sy is quite a different thing from 
the ta-ea-Be &s Beol, promised to our first parents by the serpent, and which they 
actually attained by eating the forbidden fruit. This latter was simply the 
knowledge of good and evil. — Editor. 

1 Cf. Iren. i. 4. 1 ; 5. 1. Theod. Haer. Fab. L 7. 

' With the difference however (as the author explains, Th. Jahrb. viii. 507) of 
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The Gnostics said of the vov<; or fiovoyevr^ that he was ofwio^ re 
Kol lo-o? Tc5 irpofiaXdvTc, to the primal aeon, or the absolute ground 
of existence, as the fiovo^ ycopwv ro ^eyedo^ rov 7raT/oo9, since he 
only comprehends the absolute greatness of the Father, and in him 
the absolute unfolds itself to consciousness.^ On this account he 
is also called the sum of all the aeons of the Pleroma, the dpxri 
Koi fiop<l>a)<n<; 7raj/To<; rov ifkr}p(i)fiaTo^. The number of the aeons 
is completed by Christ and the Holy Spirit. Christ taught the 
aeons that the essence of the Father is in itself quite incompre- 
hensible, and that the knowledge of it is possible only through the 
fiovoy€V7j<;y and that the cause of the eternal existence of the aeons 
was that absolute, and for them quite incomprehensible, being of 
the Father ; the cause of the existence of the Monogenes, however, 
through whom alone the Father is known, and of his fiop<\>toav;, 
was that which is comprehensible in the Father, S> S^ lo-09 €<m 
(o fiovoyeprjsi). Thus he is equal with him, identical with him, 
inasmuch as he comprehends the Father, and is subjectively what 
the Father is objectively. This ?<ro9 ehac rw irarp\ is accordingly 
his fiop^toai,^ or his p^op^y and since this fiop^ is nothing but the 
being equal, the being one with the Father, he is himself in fact 
the /ju)p(f>ri of the Father, or v7rap)(a>v ev P'Optft^ 0eov, Through 
the Holy Spirit all the aeons were held to have become p-op^ KciX 
ffuwp/ri ta-oi, equal to each other, so that each was what the others 
were, and thereby as much ?<ro9 to the Father as the Nous or 
Monogenes is; and their p.op<l>rj consisted just in this, that they were 
thus laoi} In a writer so obviously influenced by Gnostic ideas, it 
cannot surprise us to find a close approach to the Docetism of the 

that which is essentially, and that which is not only essentially, bat also for con- 
sciousness. 

1 Iren. i. 1. 1. 

' To see how great the difficulties are with which this classical passage must 
be surrounded, so long as the solution is not sought in the way I have indicated, 
one has only to look at the exertions expended on it by XJsteri (Entw. des paul. 
Lehrb. 4 a., pp. 309-315). In his position these exertions are certainly not un- 
called for. The chief difficulty is, as he seems to be aware, to decide whether 
the expression iv fJLOp<f)ij Gcov xmapxo^v and lo-a tlvai. Bc^, and their correlatives, 
are to be taken in an ethico-religious or in a physical and substantial sense. 
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Gnostics. This is undoubtedly the case in verse 7. If, as ev 
ofAoiwfiaTc dvdpwjroav yev6/A€uo^, Christ was only ofiou)^ to men, 
then he was no true and actual man, but only seemed to be so. 
The expression o/aomo/wi can signify only similarity, analogy; it 
cannot denote identity or parity of essence (compare Eom. vL 5). 
The passage Eom. viii 3, where it is said of the Son that God sent 
him ep 6/iot(OfiaTi aapKo<; dfiaprla^, cannot be reckoned a parallel 
to this. The ofiouofm there predicated of the Son is that like- 
ness which as the Son he necessarily wears to the aap^ d/Mtpria^. 
Here, however, the ofiolcofut is extended to human nature generally : 
and thii is just the difference between the Docetic view and the 
orthodox. That this is the meaning of 6fioia>fui in our passage 
is sufficiently clear from the phrase ayjipxtri evpeOel^ w avOpaoiro^, 
which stands close beside it, and does not admit of any other 
interpretation. Though we should not press the ©9 and evpeOrjvai 
(t»9 indicates no more than an opinion, a view, a comparison, and 
evpedfjvai, is not equivalent to elvat ; it refers merely to the out- 
ward appearance, to the qualities by which a subject presents 
itself to external observation), yet in ayri/jLa we have as clearly 
as need be thQ notion of an extemus JidbUiis, of a thing changing, 
passing, and quickly disappearing (cf. 1 Cor. vii 31).^ 

Purely Gnostic, again, is the author's view of the three regions, 
the heavenly, the earthly, and the subterranean, to all of which 
equally the power and rule of Christ extend. The xaraxOdviot' can- 
not but remind us of the Gnostic idea of the descent into hell. The 
peculiar manner, noticeable both in this Epistle and in the two 
which we last considered, in which Gnostic and Catholic concep- 
tions are mingled and pass into each other ; the unsuspecting use 
the writers make of notions, bearing unmistakeably the stamp of 
Gnosticism, and which they modify only so far as the practical and 
religious objects they had to serve, made it necessary to do so^ 
these things manifestly belong to a time when Gnosticism had not 
yet become the definite and striking phenomenon that it was 
afterwards, and when it was still in process of development out of 

^ Compare on this point Th. Jahrb. viiL 515 «q,, zi. 144. 
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the various elements then present. It was the era of the first 
awaking of Christian speculation, excited by the floating ideas of 
the time, from which speculation the Christian consciousness 
itself was to receive its peculiar dogmatic contents. At its outset 
Christian speculation found its leading and most powerful interest 
in the idea of the person of Christ ; it was around this idea that 
the absolute contents of the Christian consciousness crystallised into 
their definite objective form. This growing occupation with the 
person of Christ comes out very strongly in doxological passages, 
such as Eph. i 19 sq,; iii. 8 sq,; CoL i. 15 sq., and, more than in 
any of these, in the passage we have been considering, which has 
quite the air of a doxology. 

2. This afl&nity with Gnosis is the chief feature which the Epistle 
to the Philippians has in common with those to the Ephesians and 
Colossians. It differs from them chiefly in its prevailing subjectivity 
of tone. This is generally extolled as the peculiar beauty of this 
Epistle, and the sentiments and dispositions which it exhibits to us 
are certainly sweet and touching ; yet this must not blind us to the 
fact that the Epistle is characterized very decidedly by monotonous 
repetition of what heis already been said, by a want of any pro- 
found and masterly connexion of ideas, and by a certain poverty 
of thought, of which the writer himseK seems to have been some- 
what painfully aware, as he says in excuse, iii. 1, ra avra ypd(f)€iv 
vfuv, ifJbOL fi€v ovK oKvr)pov, vfup Se flk7<^a\€9. Connected with 
this there is another consideration which must count as an 
important element in judging of the Epistle, viz. that we find no 
motive nor occasion for it, no distinct indication of any purpose, 
or of any leading idea. There is certainly polemic against Jewish 
opponents, yet one can hardly avoid the impression that this is 
there simply because it seemed to belong to the standing character 
of Pauline Epistles. There is nothing fresh or natural in this 
polemic ; the circumstances do not stand out with any palpable 
form. Could any description of the opponents of Christianity be 
more vague or general than this? — iii. 18 : woXKol Trepiirarovaiv, 
0V9 TToXKoKi^ ekeyov Vfuv, vvv he /c\al(ov \eya>, tov9 e)(dpo\n roO 
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aravpov rov Xpiarov, Syv ro reko^ dirtokeia, &v 6 0€O9 rj KoiKia, 
zeal 7} Sd^a €v r^ ala'xyvij airr&v, ol ra eirlyeia <f>povovvT€^. The 
statements added by the interpreters in order to fill up the 
character of these Judaizing opponents and false teachers are 
borrowed from other Epistles ; our Epistle itself affords no special 
features ; it does not even appear where these opponents are to be 
looked for, whether at Eome or at PhilippL It is in vain that our 
author uses the strongest phrases to describe his antagonists ; they 
fail to bring his polemic the colour which it wants. How harshly 
does his argument begin with the rude words, iii 2, ^eirere tov^ 
Kvva<; ; and how forced is the contrast that is attempted to be 
drawn between Kararop/rj and ireptropn]^ circumcision and con- 
cision ! The Christians, that is, are the irepvropri ; the Jews, the 
spurious circumcision, or the Kararoprj. But how inaccurate is 
this ; the difiference between the true >circumcision and the false 
is a qualitative one, but is here represented as quantitative by 
the exaggeration of irepLTop^Tf to KararopJq, Nor is this peculiar 
and unnatural contrast required by anything lying in the writer's 
way ; it is evidently brought in in order to give the apostle 
an opportunity to predicate irepnopri of himself, that he may 
then go on to discourse of his own person. This, as we have 
already remarked, is always an important point to the writers of 
pseudo-apostolic letters, so conscious are they of their double 
personality. 

Let us, however, examine the passage in which the apostle speaks 
of himself; it is manifestly nothing but an imitation of the passage 
in 2 Cor. xi. 13 sq. In the iprfdrai BoTuoi, verse 13, we have the 
KaKov^ epydra^ of our passage, and then the one passage follows 
the other in a number of details, even the introduction of the 
apostle's person through the idea of irepirop^rj finding its precedent 
in. the original In 2 Cor. xi. 18 sg, the apostle speaks of his 
/cat^ao-da^ in contrast to the Kavxjciadai, of his Judaizing opponents, 
which he characterizes, verse 1.8, as a Kav^aaOai Kara rrjp aapKa. 
To it he replies that if so great importance is to be attached to 
outward things of that sort, he himself can boast of the same dis- 
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tinctions as they possess, reluctant though he be to speak of them. 
Now the author of our Epistle refers this KavxJacrOa^ Kara rrfv 
adpKa especially to the distinction of circumcision, and so puts 
these words into the apostle's mouth, verse 3, ly/ict? yap ea-fiev ri 
irepiTOfiij. Then, in order to ascribe to the apostle the true 
TtepLTOfirj, he takes the idea of circumcision first in a spiritual 
sense ; ol irvevfuvn QeS> \aTpevovTe^, koX KOtrxp^fievoi ev Xpiar^ 
Iffo-ov Kai ovK ev aapxl TreTrot^oVe?. In the following words, 
however, Kalirep eyo) ej^w TreTrolOrfaiv /cat ev aapici, he returns to 
the idea of bodily circumcision. Here we recognise what the 
apostle says of himself, 2 Cor. xL 18, Koy^ /cavxnf^ofiai, ie. ev 
aapKi; and as in what follows there (cf. verse 23, vnrep eyw) he 
seeks to outbid his opponents with his Kavj^aaOaVy so here also we 
read : ei t&9 ioKei cCKKo^ ireiroiOevaL ev a-apici, eyo) fiaWov. This 
TreTToiOevai ev aapici, which is merely another expression for the 
KavxcUrdav Kara ttiv adpKa of 2 Cor. xi. 18, is then carried out into 
detail, verse 6, the irepirofxii being placed at the head of the 
enumeration as the principal item. After the words irepirofiy 
o/crarifiepo^, it is said e/e yevov^ laparjK, instead of lapariKlrai 
euTi : Kor/o), and ^E^pacty; e^ ^Efipalmv, instead of ^E^paioL euri ; 
Kd/yoj, 2 Cor. xi 22. This, however, is merely to give the apostle 
an occasion to speak more at large about himseK, and to contrast 
his present Christian view of life with that iren-otdevaL ev trap/ci 
Can it possibly b^ doubted that the author had before his eyes that 
passage of the Corinthian letter, and followed it as the apostle 
himself could never have done ? The use of the expression kvv&: 
can only be explained from the strong and vehement language in 
which the apostle denounces his opponents, 2 Cor. xL, and from 
the accustomed exaggeration of imitators. But how uncalled for 
and how forced does this speech of the apostle about himself appear 
when we compare it with the manner in which he deals with his 
opponents in the original passage. There we see at once what it 
is all about. How weak and lifeless is this imitation ! What the 
apostle is made to say about his former life is just what nobody 
could fail to know. How petty is the mention of the circumcision 
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on the eighth day, how far from Pauline is the conception of a ZiKair 
oavvff €v vofitp, how dull and uninteresting is the whole episode! 
There are other thoughts and expressions in this part of the Epistle 
which remind us of the Corinthian Epistles ; cf. verse 10 with 2 Cor. 
iv. 10 sq.; verses 11-14, with 1 Cor. ix. 24 sq.; verse 15, TeKecoi, 
with 1 Cor. ii 6 ; verse 17, avfifiifirfral fjbov ylveaOe, with 1 Cor. 
xi. 1, ficfj/qral fiov ylveaOe; verse 19, with 2 Cor. xi. 16; verse 21 
with 1 Cor. XV. 47 sq. This more or less obvious reappearance of 
passages out of the older Epistles, together with the intentional 
leading of the discourse to the apostle's own person, his earKer and 
his present life, must certainly excite a prejudice against our Epistle. 
Nor do we find any clear reason which could have led the apostle 
to write this Epistle, and which might thus create an impression in 
its favour. A special reason is indeed mentioned, iv. 10 sq., in the 
shape of a present which the Philippians are said to have sent to 
Rome for the apostle's support. This, however, is spoken of in con- 
nexion with former subsidies in such a way as to fail entirely to 
satisfy us. Speaking of this last subsidy, iv. 15, the apostle reminds 
his readers of the fact that from the commencement of his preaching 
of the gospel, ever since his departure from Macedonia, he has 
received such gifts from no church but that of Philippi, and that 
during his stay at Thessalonica they sent him assistance more than 
once. Now we must ask how this is to be reconciled with the 
apostle's distinct assertion, 1 Cor. ix. 15, according to which he 
stood in no such relation towards any church whatever : 67® ovBepi 
e')(pf)<Tafir}v tovtcdv, namely, ex rod €vayy€\lov ^jjv. His fna-do^ 
was Iva €vayye\c^ofi€P09 ahdnravov drjao) to evayyekiov rov Xpitr- 
To5, et9 TO fjur] KaTa')(pr\aaa6aL rrj e^ovala /jbov ev r^ evar/yeXl^. 
Now the exactness of the truth of these words is certainly qualified 
by the apostle's own confession, 2 Cor. xL 9, that during his stay 
at Corinth, brethren who came from Macedonia supplied his wants. 
The statement of the first passage, however, is only qualified, not 
entirely falsified, by the second ; and the case mentioned, 2 Cor. 
xi. 9, can only have been an exception. But here, Phil. iv. 16, it 
is made to appear as if there had been a system of subsidies all along. 
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as if the apostle had received regular contributions from the 
Philippians, and had a sort of account of debtor and creditor with 
them (\0709 So<reo)9 kcu X?y^ea)9). The explanation of this is, in 
our opinion, that the author had the passage 2 Cor. xi. 9 before 
him, and drew from it a conclusion which it does not warrant, 
failing to allow due weight to the other passage. The X0709 
So<rea)9 kaX Xtj^€0)9 is evidently our author's equivalent for the 
balance spoken of, 2 Cor. xL 9, in the words Trpoaavaifkrjpovv to 
vareprjfia. 

Another curious circumstance here claims our attention. The 
interpreters of this Epistle agree with us in thinking that there is 
a reference to 2 Cor. xi. 9 : they say that the words ore i^XOov 
diro MaxeBovla^ point to the subsidy received at Corinth, and that 
then (verse 16) the apostle goes back to what he had received at 
different times at Thessalonica in order to make his enumeration 
complete. De Wette thinks that the koI requires this interpreta- 
tion, and that the reason why the enumeration does not follow 
the chronological order is that the subsidy received at Corinth was 
the most considerable, and so suggested itself first to the apostle's 
mind. But if it was so considerable, why is it not expressly men- 
tioned ? The words ore i^XBov diro MaKeiovla^ cannot be held 
to refer specially to a subsidy received at Corinth ; the statement 
made is a general one, that he received assistance from them from 
the time of his leaving Macedonia. The apostle could not have 
passed over the most important instance without mentioning it, 
and it is evidently not he himself, but some other man who expresses 
himseK in this way. This other writer considered that the case 
mentioned in 2 Cor. was so well known that he did not need to 
refer to it specially ; he took it for granted, and went on to speak 
of other acts of assistance, introducing them with the particle kcu. 
This Koi cannot be explained in any other way. Now if these 
subsidies were so frequent that the apostle was in a position to 
count upon them as ordinary occurrences (at least in the case of 
the Philippian church), it is hard to see how much is left of the 
principle which he asserts in 1 Cor. ix. 15. There is evidence, more- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



58 LIFE AND WOEK OF PAUL. [Part II. 

over, to show that the apostle cannot have received many such 
subsidies at Thessalonica : for according to the Acts he did ngt re- 
side there for any length of time. Thus hardly any other conclusion 
is open to us than this, that the author exaggerated what he found 
in 1 Cor. ix., about the aB€k<f>ol eX^oWc? dwo MaKeSovla^, and was 
thus led to represent the apostle as having been assisted by regular 
contributions from the Philippian church from the date when he left 
Macedonia (ore i^XOov diro MasceSoviasi) ; or rather, as soon as he 
left Philippi, since his residence in Thessalonica, a town which was 
also in Macedonia, is counted along with the ore e^fjlkdov diro 
MaKcBovla^, Hence we notice that under the d£€\xl>ol ix^dvre: 
diro MaKeBovuv;, this writer understood none but Christians from 
PhilippL Thus what is told us, in chap. iv. 10, of a special occa- 
sion for the writing of the Epistle gives us no clear insight into 
t;he apostle's circumstances at the time, and this of itself might 
lead us to conclude that we have here no set of actual historical 
circumstances, but only an imaginary situation. The more we con- 
sider the historical groundwork of the Epistle, the more probable 
does this appear. 

3. We have still to consider what is said in chap. i. 12, both 
about the great progress of the Gospel in Bome, and of the deep 
impression which the captivity of the apostle and his preaching 
of the Gospel are said to have produced in the whole Praetorium 
and throughout that city.^ This statement stands quite alone and 
unsupported ; it is not corroborated either by the Epistles which 
profess to have been written from the apostle's captivity in Eome, 
or from any other quarter. Yet the fact is not in itself incredible, 
and no one would have thought of calling it in question had not 
the author himself taken up into his Epistle another fact which 
gives us so clear an insight into his plot, that it is impossible for 
us to take his assertions as simple history. The attention which 
the Gospel commanded in the whole Praetorium, and in Eome 
generally, is supposed, as we see from iv. 22, to have had for one 

^ eV oXoj) r^ 9rpatro>pt^ Koi rois XoiiroTs Tra<rt : who are those Xoittoc Troyrer, but 
the general Boman public ? 
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of its consequences that there were believers even in the imperial 
household 'Aa-Trd^oprai vfia^, the author says at the conclusion 
of his letter, iravre^ ol arftoi, fioKvara he ol Ik t^9 Kalaapo^; ovKla^. 
This is obviously meant to draw attention to the brilliant and 
noteworthy results of the apostle's preaching at Eome ; and there 
can be no doubt that in the Xoiiroi iravr&i, L 13, the author was 
thinking particularly of those e/c t^9 KaLaapo<; olKla<;, How is it 
then that this remarkable result of the apostle's activity at Eome 
during his imprisonment, a thing so important for the history of 
Christianity, meets us nowhere but in the Epistle to the Philip- 
pians ? The key to this question is found in the Clement who is 
mentioned, iv. 3 ; it is certainly a remarkable circumstance that 
this Clement, named nowhere else in the apostolic Epistles, is 
named here as sending greeting in a letter in which no other of 
the apostle's friends or assistants is mentioned as doing so. This 
marked mention of Clement cannot be held to be without signifi- 
cance. Since neither history nor tradition knows of any other 
Clement at that time, this must be the same who is placed else- 
where in the closest relations with the apostle Peter, and who is 
said to have been ordained by him as the first bishop of the Church 
at Eoma Now in the early legendary history it is reported of 
this same Clement that he was connected by blood with the 
imperial household. The Clementine Homilies, which derive 
their name from this Clement, represent him as the disciple, the 
companion, and the successor of the apostle Peter, and narrate his 
life in the form of a Christian romance, say of him that he was 
avrjp 9r/t)09 *y€vov^ Tc^eplov Kalaapo^. Legend, then, was acquainted 
with a Clement who was a member of the imperial house, and who 
was converted by an apostle ; and the Clement of our Epistle is 
exactly the man in whose person Christianity is represented in 
the imperial house. One being thus given, our author meant us 
to infer that there were several believing members of the imperial 
house, and so made his apostle send greetings from the whole of 
them to the Church at Philippi. But how had Christianity 
gained access to the imperial house ? How could even the report 
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of it get there ? There was another well-known circumstance at 
hand to explain this, namely, the position which Paul had come to 
occupy as a Boman prisoner in the Praetorium. The Praetorium 
was closely connected with the imperial household, and the apostle 
had been committed, at his arrival in Bome, to the praefectus 
praetorio, the (rTparo7r€Bdpxv^ of Acts xxviii. 16, and guarded by 
a soldier of the imperial guard. Here, then, was a door through 
which, as soon as it had gained belief in the Praetorium, Chris- 
tianity might penetrate to the house of the emperor. Thus one 
circumstance fits into another in a perfectly natural way, and it is 
easy to account for the emphatic mention of the irpoKoirri rov 
eva/yyeXlov and the (fuivepov^ yevetrffcu ev Xpurr^ T01/9 Becfiov^ ev 
0X9) TfiS TrpacrcDpl^ kcu rol^ Xoiirol^ iraci at the beginning of the 
Epistle. The two facts given are, on the one side, the Boman 
Clement, and on the other side the praefectus praetorio. What 
lies between the two^the interest of the whole Praetorium in Paul 
and in Christianity, and the conversion of several members of the 
imperial house — this seems scarcely more than the natural inference 
by which these two facts are linked together. Yet we must not 
conclude that because this combination seems so natural, the facts 
actually followed each other in this order ; what we know of the 
Boman Clement wUl not allow us to do so. He cannot, indeed, 
be said to be altogether the creature of legend ; there is some fact 
or other at the root of the legend ; but the facts, so far as we know 
them, only serve to show that the apostle himself could not have 
named the Boman Clement in this way. It has long been re- 
marked, and justly,^ that the fundiis faJmlae, in the case of the 
Boman Clement, is that Flavins Clemens who is known to us from 
Suetonius,^ Dio Cassius,^ and Eusebius.* The correspondence can 
hardly be mistaken, and is remarkable as an example of the 
process of formation of a Christian legend. We can see to the 
bottom of the process, and that in the case of so important a 

1 Even by Cotelier, Recogn. S. Clem. 7, 8. Pair. Apost. vol. 1 p. 664. 

* Bomit. c, 15. 

3 In the extract of Xiphilinus, Ixvii. 14 (iiL 2, 23, in Appendix to Bio Cassius). 

* H. E. iii. 18. 
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personage in Christian legend as the Eoman Clement * It is 
reported of both, of the Clement of the Eoman imperial history 
and of him of Christian legend, that they were related to the 
imperial family. Suetonius calls ilavius Clemens a patrrielis of 
Domitian. We are warranted to hold him to have been a friend 
and adherent of Christianity, for the d0eorrf<; for which he was 
sentenced to death by Domitian, and which is equivalent in the 
narrative of Dio Cassius to the Ijdrf t&v *IovBala>v, mentioned by 
him in the same connexion, is the common heathen designation of 
Christianity, The corUemtissima inertia with which Suetonius 
charges him, agrees with this very well ; as a Christian he could 
not take any great interest in the politics of Bome, and this must 
have CQme out markedly during his consulate ; hence, as Suetonius 
reports his fate, Domitian repente ex tenvdssima sv^spidone tarUum 
non in ipso ejtis consulatu interemit Then, as the family of the 
Clement of the Homilies was forced to quit Eome by some dark 
fatality menacing them, and returned thither only after manifold 
vicissitudes, so the wife, at least, of Flavius Clemens, Havia 
Domitilla, experienced a similar change of fortune. According to 
Dio Cassius, she was banished to the island Pandateria for the 
same reason for which her husband lost his life ; but she afterwards 
returned to £ome, since Domitian, as TertuUian says, when 
speaking of his mode of persecuting, facile coeptum repressit, 
restitutis etiam, quos relegaverat} This is the historical basis of 
the legend of the Eoman Clement ; there is no historical authority 
for any Clement but this one, and we have no warrant to assume 
an apostolic Clement different from him. The passage in the 
Epistle to the Philippians cannot count as evidence, if there be 
reason to doubt the apostolic origin of that Epistle.^ The death 

^ Apolog. cli. 4. 

' The Epistle extant under the name of Clement cannot be appealed to in 
evidence that there was actually an apostolic Clement different from the other. 
Whatever be the date assigned to that Epistle, the name prefixed to it can never 
prove that it was written by the Clement of Christian legend. We are not 
obliged to hold the Epistle of Barnabas to have been written by the Barnabas 
with whom we are acquainted, because it bears the name of Barnabas. 
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of Flavius Clemens is said to have been accompanied by certain 
terrible phenomena {continuis octo mensibus, says Suetonius, fulgura 
facta nuntiataque sunt), and to have been much spoken of on this 
account ; and this would make it the more intelligible how this 
Clement, as one of the first Romans of good family to confess 
Christianity, and to become a martyr to that faith, received so 
prominent a place in Christian legendary history. In order to 
make him a companion of the apostles and the successor of Peter 
in the Eoman Church, he was removed further back, and made a 
relative of Tiberius instead of Domitian. Now if he became a 
Christian only in the reign of Domitian, how could the apostle 
Paul call him his o-wc/yyo? ? This connexion with the apostle 
Paul can only have been ascribed to him by one writing in the 
post-apostolic age, when the Clement we have spoken of had 
already been transformed into the well-known Clement of the 
Eoman legend. The mention of him in the Epistle to the Philip- 
pians is thus a criterion in judging of the genuineness of that 
Epistle ; and more than this, it throws a new light on the whole 
composition of the Epistle. From this Clement and the interest, 
of which he was held to be the evidence, which the oIkui 
Tov Kal(Tapo<: took in the cause of the Gospel, the Epistle obtains 
the TrpoKoirfj rov evayyeXlov, L 12, and this is the reason of that 
fervent joy which is expressed all through the Epistle as the deep 
and prevailing sentiment of the apostle's heart. Whatever the 
author makes the apostle write about, no single subject is left 
without a reference to his prevailing joyfulness, that x^^P^ '^^^ 
avyxalpo) Trcunv vfuir to S' avTO koI vfiel^ xP'lpere xal avyxf'lperi 
fioi, ii. 17, 18 (cf. iiL 1, x^lpere ev Kvpl^ : iv. 1, x^P^ "^^^ (TTe<f>avo<; 
fiov : V. 4, ;^a/p€T€ ev Kvpifp iravrore, iraKiv ep& xo^/pere : v. 10, 
ex^pv^ ^€ €v Kvpl<p fieydXa)^) is found again and again as the 
refrain of every passage. This predominant feeling outweighed 
the pressure, the restraint, the clouded future in which there was 
so little prospect of further action in the cause of the Gospel, and 
all the cares of his position at the time. In this respect the Epistle 
to the Pbilippians presents such a contrast with the second to 
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Timothy, that it has long been felt that these two writings must 
be placed at very different periods of the apostle*s captivity at 
Eome. Nothing but this prevailing feeling of joy can explain to 
us how the author ventures to make his apostle express the hope 
of speedy deliverance from bis imprisonment. And yet it appears 
very natural that an author living at a later period could not quite 
conceal how the well-known death of the apostle was present to his 
mind. Mixed with his feelings of joy, we find thoughts of an 
approaching death, and these two conditions of his spirit neutralize 
each other in sentences such as these : (09 wavrore Kai vvv 
fi€ya\vvdr)<T€Tai Xpcaro^ &/ t^ aoifLarl fiov, €it€ 8ia ^(arj<i, etre Sea 
Bavaroxr efiov yap to ^^p XpUTTO<; kcu to airoOavelv /c€pBo<;. JBt 
Be TO ^yv €V trapKL, tovto fioi xapiro^ epyov, Kav ti alprja-o/Jbac, ov 
yv<opL^(o* (TVPexofuiL Be ck t&v Bvo, ttjv einOvfitav expov €49 to 
dvaXva-ai, Koi trvv Xpurr^ etvai, TroWm yap fiaXKop Kpeurtrov, 
TO Be €7nfi€i/€Lv €V capKL avay/eaioTepop Be vfia^, L 20-24. Can it 
be questioned that a frame of mind alternating thus between life 
and death is far less appropriate to the apostle, if at least it be 
true that prospects so unexpectedly wide and splendid had been 
opening up before him for the success of the Gospel, than for an 
author who saw before him as a historical fact that end of the 
apostle which so little harmonized with all these expectations ? It 
cannot be without some special purpose that the author of our 
Epistle places the Eoman Clement, the genuine disciple of Peter, 
as he is always accounted, at the side of the apostle Paul as his 
<ruv€f)yo^. He also is to be a link of that harmonious relation in 
which the two apostles were more and more to be exhibited,^ and 

^ dement was a very suitable personage for this. He was a Gentile by birth, 
and had yet attached himself to Peter and to Jewish Christianity ; thus he was 
a natural mediator between the Judseo-Christian and the Gentile-Christian 
parties, and his great reputation could be serviceable in procuring acceptance for 
the Judaizing form of Christianity. He appears in this mediatorial capacity in 
the Shepherd of Hermas, L. i. vis. 2, where the Church appears to Hennas in the 
form of an old woman and commands him to write down the new revelations : — 
*' scribes duos libellos et mittes manum Clementi — mittet autem Clemens in exteras 
civitates (Crentile-Christian churches) illi enim permissum est." With this agrees 
the description given in the Epitome de geatia Petri, c. 149 (cf. the Martyr. Clem. 
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how was it possible that a man of such importance for the Eoman 
Church could have been unacquainted with the apostle Paul ? for 
was not the Praetorium the only quarter from which the imperial 
house was accessible to Christian teaching ? 

In general, the object of this Epistle may be said to be to give 
a representation of the apostle's personality, through which he 
should appear as great and as illustrious as possibla To this end 
everything conspires that the writer has to say ; the great success 
of the apostle's preaching at Eome, the martyrdom, for it was 
nothing less, and it could never be sufficiently recognised, which 
he endured in his long incarceration, his affectionate and sympa- 
thetic feelings towards the Christian churches, and the constant 
direction of his spirit to Christ, in whom alone he lived. In 
conclusion, we may add that neither the eircaKOTroi and Buikovoi at 
the beginning of the Epistle, nor those persons named in the last 
chapter in such a peculiar and mysterious way, Euodia and 
Syntyche (in view of the exhortation to concord they might be 
thought to be rather two parties than two ladies), with the yet 
more peculiar crufvyo? yin\<no^, are in accordance with the apostle's 
manner in other Epistles. 

Addendum.^ 
No other Epistle contains so many passages, which from one 

in Cotelier's Patr. Apost. i., p. 808) of the character of Clement, that he as 
" tertius post magnum Petrum in excelso romahae ecclesiae throno sedens, ipsam- 
que virtutis certamen suscipiens, magistri vestigiis insistebat, apostolicamqne 
doctrinam ipse quoque praeferebat et similibus moribus effulgebat, non Chris- 
tianis dumtaxat placens, verum etiam Judaeis ac ipsis gentilibus et omnibus 
omnia factus ut et sic omnes lucrifaceret Christoque praesentaret ac verae reli- 
gioni connecteret." As middleman between Jewish and heathen Christians, he 
was represented as the depositary of aU the traditions held for apostolic, which 
were to be valid and obligatory for Jewish and heathen Christians equaUy. 
Cf. my Abh. tiber den Ursprung des Episcopats; Tttb. Zeitschr. fttr TheoL 1838, 
3 H. p. 126. 

^ The foregoing section (from p. 45) has received so considerable additions in 
the discussion TheoL Jahrb. viii., pp. 517-532, that I think it best to print tiiia 
part of that discussion entire ; it would scarcely be possible to make extracts 
from it. ' 
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cause or another require to be explained, so many sentences 
wanting in clearness, loosely connected, and made up of nothing 
but repetitions and commonplaces. After the introduction, 
in which Paul's style of introduction is closely imitated, take 
the first passage where there is a distinct thought expressed, 
i 15. Here we are at a loss to know who the rive^ fiev^Bxe, 
whether aB€X(j>dt ev Kvpl^ or others. " Some preach Christ from 
envy and contentiousness, some from goodwill; some from love, 
because they know that I Kclfiai, for the defence of the Gospel." — 
What an expression, take it as we may ! " But others preach 
Christ from party-spirit, not with pure intentions, thinking to add 
affliction to my bonds." What are we to conceive the difference 
between these two parties to have been ? '* What then ! notwith- 
standing, every way, whether from pretence or in truth, Christ is 
preached." How could the apostle, who elsewhere judges his 
opponents with such severity, write this, and take pleasure even 
in those who preached Christ only 7rpo<\>da€L, without goodwill or 
honest intentions ? If, as the interpreters remark, -the doctrine 
which these people preached must have been anti-Pauline and 
Judaeo-Christian, since men of Pauline views would not have 
sought to counteract his influence, we know from other qi»iarters 
what he thought of such opponents, and how he saw in them 
simply perverters of sound doctrine. Why is he so indulgent'^' 
here ? Several explanations are attempted : that the church which 
these adversaries disturbed was not one which he himself had 
founded, and that in his situation at the time, he must have been 
impressed with the importance of the spread of the Gospel at 
Eome, even in the Judaeo-Christian form ; but all this is quite 
inconsistent with the apostle's character. The passages cited 
could not have been written, save by an author who, considering 
that 'xalpeLv ought to be the key-note of the Epistle, made it so, and 
made, the apostle look in that spirit beyond all disturbing an:d> 
distressing influences, and who thought that the difference was quite 
capable of being harmonized. Hence the xa/pw which recurs so 
often, and the intenser form yapria'ofjbau And what is the cause 

E 
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of his joy? The word tovto which follows (ver. 19), fails to 
suggest any definite idea on the subject. And then the collocation 
of the Befjai^ of his readers and the en-Lxopvyla rov IIvevfiaTo^ 
*l7)(rov XpujTov. Did the apostle ever call the intercession of 
his fellow-Christians, and the grace of God working in him in 
furtherance of his apostolic calling, an en-t^opiyyia rov IIvev/jMro^ 
'Irjaov Xpurrov, as he does here? GaL iii 6 speaks of an 
hrixoprrtetv to irvev/jba, and the author of our Epistle doubtless 
borrowed the expression from that passage ; but then the apostle 
means by the emX' to IIv. the communication of the Spirit to 
Christians generally. And how could he, who said of himseK as 
an apostle, SoKci Kouyo} IIvev/jLa Oeou ej^ELv (1 Cor. vii 40), speak of 
an hrcxopiyyla t. H. ^Irjaov Xpurrov only now reaching him? 
Whatever the tovto (ver. 19) may mean, the apostle knows that it 
will fall out to his salvation, because he cherishes in general the 
hope that in nothing will he be put to shame, but iv ircurp Trapprja-la 
etc. What irappr^ala means here is not apparent, but yet more 
curious is the expression fieyaX. Xp. ev t& trdfjuiTl fU)v. Of course 
it can only be taken in a qualitative sense, but in what other 
passage does the apostle use such an expression about Christ? 
Is it according to his ideas at all, to say that Christ is made great 
through him ? or is it not rather Christ who glorifies himself 
through him and in him ? As the writer's use of hnxop. t. JIv. 
proceeded from a misinterpretation of GaL iii. 5, so here his 
un -Pauline sentiment seems to have been suggested to him by the 
fieyaXvvOrjvav of 2 Cor. x. 15. What follows (ver. 20) €?t€ iia J®^?, 
etc., is a variation of the two passages, Eom. xiv. 7 and 2 Cor. v. 6. 
It was certainly quite in keeping with the situation in which the 
author of this Epistle conceived the apostle to be, to represent him 
as reflecting on his state, how he hovered between life and death ; 
yet the whole passage, w. 20-26, is nothing but a general meditation 
on life and death, and is not explained by anything special in the 
apostle's situation. The remaining verses of this chapter (27-30) 
contain an exhortation to a Christian walk, of so general a nature 
that it could have stood in any other epistle just as welL Yet 
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traces of other passages are not wanting here. It is usually said 
that fjTi^ (ver. 28) refers grammatically to the following €vBeL^L<;, but 
factually to to firj wrvpeaOai. But why should not 7jtl<; be 
referred to irlc-ri^ rov evayyeXiov, so that koI firj irrvp. . . . avriK* 
should properly have stood after avva0\ovjrr€<; ? Thus the wlarc^ 
Tov evar/yeluov is an €p8€t^t^ airiuiKeLa^ to the one side, and a-oarrjpta^ 
to the other, and that airo Oeov just as in. the passage (2 Cor. ii, 
15) where the apostle calls himself an €V(oZt,a Xpctrrov r^ Oe^ ev 
T0?9 (TOD^ofievoi,^ Kcu €v To?9 a7roXKufi€voL<;, etc. With regard to the 
Kavxvfia (ver. 26), compare 2 Cor. i 14, 15. 

It is principally the Second Epistle to the Corinthians of which 
we recognise the traces here. The explanation of this is evident ; 
in no other Epistle do the apostle's personal relations to his readers 
appear so distinctly and directly as in that one, so that if the author 
was to make the apostle write a letter of so subjective a character 
as this one is, it was the Second Corinthian Epistle that he would 
naturally be led to follow. I will not insist too strongly on the 
fact that he points his exhortation to unity to aino j>povelv (which 
is the chief purpose of the epistle, cf. ii. 1 sq) by a reference to the 
person of Jesus, just as Paul enforces his exhortation to benevol- 
ence, 2 Cor. viiL 9. But the passage ii. 19-30, it seems to me, must 
have bfeen' written under the influence of that chapter in the 
Corinthian Epistle. And irrespectively of this there are several 
curious features in that section. The apostle here expresses the 
hope that he will soon be able to send Timothy to the Philippians, 
that he also may be of good comfort by learning their state. Why 
should he be longing so much for news, if Epaphroditus had 
brought him news from Philippi a short time before ? And can 
we think that he would have parted with Timothy for this object ; 
the m£m of whom he says in this same passage, that he has no one 
on whose friendship and sympathy and straight-forwardness in 
the work of the Gospel he can so fully rely ? It seems scarcely 
probable that he would have sent away a companion whose 
services he so much required in the position he was in, merely to 
take despatches to Philippi, which Epaphroditus, who was sent off 
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at the same time, could have taken equally well, or to bring news 
from Philippi, a task which there was no reason why he of all 
men should undertake. How hs^hly does the apostle judge his 
fellow-labourers and friends, whom this matter leads him to Tcfer 
to ! It is by no means enough to soften down the sentence by 
saying that Luke for one was no longer present at Home at the 
time. Verse 21 is so general that we cannot help including Luke 
and Titus in the scope of it. Only a writer who projects the 
situations of his Epistle out of his own fancy could be led into 
such exaggerations. Now let us compare with this section the 
passage 2 Cor. viii. 17-24. As in our Epistle Timothy and Epa- 
phroditus, so there Titus and another, are despatched on an errand 
of great importance, and here as there the messengers are recom- 
mended in the most honourable terms. In 2 Cor. viii. 23, the 
deputies are termed airo<rroKoi €KKkr)(Ti&v, and PhU. ii 23 Epa- 
phroditas is not called aw€pyo^ as Titus is in that passage, but with 
regard to the Philippians their afroaroko^. The same word is 
used in both Epistles of the apostle's willingness in respect to this 
journey, with the difference that, at Phil. ii. 28, the (rn-ovSaLOTepo^; 
is the apostle who sends, and at 2 Cor. viii 17 it is Titus, and 
ver. 22 the other aSeX^09, the persons sent. Both passages con- 
clude with a special exhortation to give the deputies a worthy 
reception. The expression, Phil, ii 29, Trpoa-Bexea-Oe ovv avrov ev 
Kvpcip fiera iroWrj^ X^P^^' '^^^ ''"^^^ tolovtov^ evrlfio}^ ^€T€, 
represents exactly the apostle's sentiment, 2 Cor. viii. 23, 24. It is, 
of course, obvious, that the two passages differ in many points ; the 
reasons alleged for the mission are different, for one thing. The 
author, that is to say, was not a mere copyist, only an imitator. 
But can it be regarded as a mere chance, that the two Epistles 
agree in the several common features we have noticed ? And do 
we not find here an explanation of the mission of Titus, which 
would otherwise appear so unaccounted for ? The writer of the 
Epistle wished to represent the apostle as giving the Philippians 
a peculiar proof of the love he bore them. He describes that as 
happening now, which had happened before in similar circum- 
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stances. As Titus on that occasion, so here Timothy is sent with 
another brother ; this other brother is very naturally Epaphroditus, 
and the author gives them their recommendation in the highest 
possible terms. 

It may be uiged that if analogies and resembl^inces like this are 
to prove anything, the theory that is based upon them ought to be 
shown to be capable of further demonstration. But this is actually 
the case here. At iii. 1 we come to the passage, which, as I have 
already shown (p, 54 sq.), is imitated from 2 Cor. xi 13 sq. The 
two apologetes cannot of course allow that this is so ; they clearly 
represent to us (Lunemann even by printing the texts side by 
side) how different the terms of the two passages are ; and show, 
with all due emphasis, how natural it is that the apostle should 
speak more than once of such advantages, which there is no doubt 
that he did possess, and how appropriately he does so here. How 
could I, they say, overlook, in speaking of the apostle's circum- 
cision on the eighth day, that this was just the difference between 
the bom Jew and the Proselyte ; and a descent fixjm the tribe of 
Benjamin, the tribe which remained true to the house of David at 
the division of the kingdom^ was by no means a worthless distinc- 
tioa And if the passage 2 Cor. xLl3 sq. be alleged to have been 
made use of here, why not also GaL 113 sq., vi 12, Bom. xL 1 ? 
Objections of this, kind are not easy to answer, yet they cannot 
destroy the impression which the passage makes on me, and I have 
further to remark that this is not a mere question of words and 
expressions which may be found here or there, but of the whole 
character of the passage under consideration, and of a phenomenon 
which is not isolated, but connected with many points equally 
remarkable. And. a passage like iii 1 sj^. surely suggests pretty 
clearly that if. an Epistle such as this should not be reckoned 
among the products of the appstle's own genius, he would be no 
great loser. What have the two apologetes done to justify this 
passage against the: charge that the spirit of the apostle is con- 
spicuously absent from it ? They cannot even clear the writer of the 
Epistle of.his owa confession of constant repetition; they go so far 
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as to say that the apostle wrote several other letters of this kind 
to the Philippians ; that the ypcuf>€iv (iii 1) shows him to have been 
in constant correspondence with them. (How this would agree 
with ii 19, we scarcely need to remark.) The ra avra rypcuf>€vv 
refers to nothing but the ^^ot/oere ev Kvpl^, that is, to the contents 
of the Epistle generally, for the key-note and the leading thought of 
it are expressed in this constantly recurring ^^a/pere De Wette 
thinks it decisive against the reference to jfolpere, that da'<f>aX€<: 
could only refer to some danger such as is spoken of in the sequel, 
and in the case of another writer this consideration would have 
some weight. In our Epistle, however, there are so many awkward 
and illogical connexions that it is not so pertinent. The objection 
from the ' dogs ' (iii 2) is not removed by mentioning passages in 
Homer where this predicate is given even to goddesses (Ltine- 
mann, p. 27). The apostle calls his opponents ' ministers of Satan ' 
(2 Cor. xi. 15), but there we know the reason for his doing so. Here, 
however, we can discern no object, no train of thought leading up 
to this climax. The only thread of connexion here is the 
author's reminiscence of 2 Cor. xL 12. Here, as there, the apostle 
speaks of himseK in contrast to his opponents. What he says of 
himself there may be expressed in the general statement that he 
desires to know of nothing but what he is in his relation to Christ, 
and that he will let his grace be sufficient for him.' His imitator 
here makes him express the same idea in the words that he counts 
all things but loss, damage to his true welfare, because of the sur- 
passing excellence of the knowledge of Jesus Christ his Lord, for 
whose sake he had suffered loss of everything that he had counted 
or might yet count precious. What follows ver. 9 looks like an 
attempt to give as general as possible an abstract of the teaching 
of the Pauline Epistles ; as if the apostle were to make a confession 
of his faith, since he is speaking of personal subjects already, he is 
made to expound and define with all due accuracy the chief pro- 
position of the Pauline system, the doctrine of justification by 
faith. Where else does the apostle speak of the righteousness that 
is by faith with this purely subjective and personal reference to 
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himself? where else does he make the resurrection, the sufiferings, 
the death of Christ, the subject of an abstract theoretical contem- 
plation, as here, that he may know rrjv hvvafiiv t^9 dvcurrdcreay^f 
etc.? How diJBferently does he speak of all this, 2 Cor. iv. 14 sq. 
.V. 14-21, xiii. 3, 4, Gal. ii 19, sg. etc. What is the import of the 
SvvajM^ T^9 dvaardaeay: avrov, ver. 10? How loosely are all these 
ideas connected with each other! When the apostle comes in 
other passages to speak of these, the great elements of his religious 
consciousness, he develops them in the fullest and most pregnant 
connexion with each other, and places them in such lights that we 
look at once into the whole profundity, and the whole inner 
necessity of the divine economy of salvation. And when he 
speaks of his own experience, he gives us a very different, and a 
much more life-like picture of his inner life. 

Then the dubious c^ttco? ^arai/njcra) €49 ttjv e^avaoTtunv r&v 
v€KpS>v, which is annexed to what precedes, and carries on the 
discourse to a discussion of this doubt. The apostle has been 
made to recapitulate his whole life, beginning at his circumcision, 
and now he goes on to the very end, to the resurrection from the 
dead. But how could the apostle be in any doubt as to his own 
attaining to the resurrection from the dead ? Do not all the dead 
arise? He means, it is asserted, the blessed resurrection of 
which the apostle speaks, 1 Cor. xv. 52, but there certainly in a 
connexion which precludes the reader from thinking of any 
other. But even if this be what is meant, we must ask how the 
apostle could speak of the resurrection in a tone of doubt and 
uncertainty, as he does here. Take aU these statements in con- 
nexion with each other ; the apostle wishes to win Christ, and to 
be found in him with the righteousness that is by faith, in order to 
know the secret of the Bvvafic^s 7^9 az/a(rraer6a>9 avrov, and the 
KoivoavuL T&v Traffrj/jbaTOiP avrov, while he is made conformable to 
his d^ath (this death, analogous to that of Jesus, can only be 
understood of the death of martyrdom). In these ideas ranged 
outwardly beside each other, it is hard to see what is the con- 
nexion between the practical avfi/iop<f>ova'0ac t^S davaT^ avrov 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



72 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [Part II. 

and the theoretical yv&pcu, and still harder to understand how he, 
being trvfifiop^ovfiepo^ t^ Oavdr^ avrov, can ask further as if in 
doubt €67rQ>9 KaTavTri(ra> ei^ rrjv e^avdoTacLv r&v vcKp&v. How 
differently, and with a consciousness how well assured, does the 
apostle speak elsewhere of his communion with the life and death 
of Christ ! Compare Bom. viii. 11 : e2 Se to Ilvevfia rov eyelpavro^ 
^Irjtrovv i/e vexp&v oiKei ev vfilv^ 6 eyet/oa? rov XpioTov €K veKp&v 
^aoTroLTja-ei koI ra 0vr}Ta awfiara vfi&v, 8ia ro evovKovv avrov 
trv€Vfia €v vfitv, 2 Cor. iv. 1 1 : aei yap rjfiei^ ol ^S>vr€^, eU davarov 
frapaBiSdfieOa Sta ^Irfcovp, Lva kcu t} ^q>^ rov ^iTjaov <f>av€p€i)07J of 
r^ 6vr)TTi aapiei ^fi&v, . . . elBore^ on 6 ey€Lpa<; rov Kvpcov Ii)a-ovv, 
Kal f}fjM<; huL *Ir)(rov Xpiarov eyepel, xal irapaarrjaet avv vfuv. 
How can he who regards himself as one (TVfifiop<j)ovfi€vo^ r^ 
davdrip avrov, be in doubt even for a moment, that he has in him- 
self, along with death, the living principle that shall awake him 
out of death? El yap a'u/i<f>vroi yeyovap^ev r& ofiotoDjiart rov 
Oavdrov avrov, dXKa koI rff^ dva<rrda€(o^ eaofieOa, Eom. vi 5. Is 
it conceivable that views like these, wrought as they were into his 
inmost consciousness, should ever have left him? that at that 
particular time he could not speak with any such certainty of his 
union with the life and death of Jesus, or of the good and happy 
conscience he had so often spoken of before in looking forward to 
the supreme decision ? If there be anything that our apostle can^ 
not possibly have written, it is that dubious eLiray; Karavrffcrio ei^ 
rrjv e^avdcraciv r&v veKp&v, where his whole fellowship with Christ 
is put in question. And where in the apostle's writings does the 
resurrection appear, as it does here, as the last event man has to 
look for, removed from all connexion with the momenta by which 
it is conditioned, and relegated, it appears, to the most distant 
future ? To the apostle's mind the Parousia was so near, that for 
his own case his expectation was rather to be changed than to rise 
again. Can we, then, resist the conviction that the apostle him* 
self would not have spoken thus, and that this dubious etTro)? can 
only have proceeded from him in the representation of another, — ^a 
writer who, not being the apostle himself> could not make him 
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speak with that confidence and assurance, which a man can only 
have for his own person. The double consciousness which such a 
writer can never get quit of has for its natural result, that in 
matters of which he is not positively certain he makes the man 
under whose name he writes express himself waveringly and 
undecidedly, as if either the one thing or the other might be true. 
Then also, in the words tL alfyrja-o/jbai, ov ywapl^o) (i. 22), the writer 
imports into the apostle's consciousness his own uncertainty as to 
which course the latter would have chosen ; there can be no doubt 
that the apostle himself would have known quite well which of 
the two to choose. The same wavering uncertainty and want of 
definite views runs on in the following verses, 11-14, where the 
author makes the apostle review his own moral and religious con^ 
dition in self-contemplations which have, as little as the foregoing, 
any resemblance to Paul's own ways of thinking. When, the 
apostle says that he has not yet apprehended, but that he is 
already apprehended by Christ, we have here again, as i 22, two 
propositions which mutually limit each other in such a way that it 
is hard to see what is meant at alL It is clear that if the apostle 
be laid hold on by Christ, he must lay hold of him also, but he 
says that he has not yet laid hold ; what does this mean ? of what 
has he not yet laid hold? and how does the justification by faith> 
spoken of in verse 9, agree with this not having yet laid hold ? Has 
not he who has laid hold of Christ in faith (and we see this assur- 
ance of faith expressed, everywhere in the apostle's writings), re- 
ceived in his faith everything on which it is necessary to lay hold 
in order to be certain of his union with Christ, and of his salvation ? 
Is. there such a. faith with Paul, as is not also an assurance of 
faith ? It seems indeed a very plausible explanation to say that 
the apostle could not yet have been assured of his moral perfec- 
tion; but let it be considered whether moral perfection, such as 
would be spoken of here,, be a thing which the Pauline ideas 
recognise at all? Faith, with all that faith comprehends, cannot 
be conditioned by moral perfection; else this moral perfection 
would simply bring us back again to the old justification by works. 
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This is of a piece with the whole character of the Epistle ; 
it is written altogether in a veiy soft subdued tone ; differences 
are neutralized, not stated in their extremer forms. It appeared to 
the author that in an Epistle to the Philippians the apostle might 
be expected to speak much of himself ; that in speaking to so dear 
a churchy he would disclose his inmost heart in confidences and 
confessions. So he concluded that he could not make him speak 
too humbly, and meekly, and depreciatingly of himself. And in fact 
the apostle does speak of himself here in such a style that his true 
self is not recognisable at alL Humility is certainly a strong trait 
of his character, but where, even when speaking of himself most 
humbly, did he ever employ such an expression as this — ovx on 
l]Srf eKaffov ? Deep as his humility is, it is lost in the preponderat- 
ing sense of the unspeakable grace of God, which is mighty in him, 
even in his weakness, through which alone he is what he is; through 
which, however, he is already what he is to be. If he himself had 
been speaking here, there could not have failed to be some reference 
to this grace of God. In a passage where he looks to what still 
lies before him, and describes his striving towards that goal with 
the same metaphor which the author of our Epistle is using here, 
verse 14, he says to his readers : ovrm rpexere, iva KaraXafiriTe, but 
of himself he says : €70) rolvw our® rpexfo, «9 ovk a$^X6)9> out® 
irvfCT€va), ®9 OVK aepa Sepo^v, 1 Cor. ix. 24 sq. He knows nothing 
here of any ovx on ekafiov, Sc(ok(o Be, el icat KaTaKaPw, It is 
simply the writer of the Epistle whose views are not sufl&ciently 
clear to distinguish the ideas of perfection in the ethical and the 
physical sense. The author has not yet quite reached the goal of 
his earthly career ; martyrdom is not yet achieved but only impend- 
ing, and so the writer thinks it necessary to throw doubt in this 
manner on the question of his having apprehended. I need not 
here comment further on the want of any clear and natural sequence 
of thoughts or language in the following verses ; and the laborious 
efforts of interpreters to bring something definite out of these 
wavering statements, and especially out of the vague description 
of the apostle's opponents : c£ p. 54. 
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Another point which is by no means settled, is the occasion which 
may have led the apostle to write such an Epistle to the church at 
Philippi. The present of money said at the close of the Epistle to 
have been brought to the apostle by Epaphroditus, is generally 
held to be a sufl&cient explanation. If the Epistle vindicated its 
Pauline character in other respects, there could be no objection to 
this ; the apostle will then have written an epistle, the first object 
of which was to express his gratitude towards a church that had 
given him so flattering a proof of their continued attachment. 
Yet even this point does not stand out with any distinctness, nor 
have my doubts been removed by the utterances of the latest 
advocates of the Epistle. They insist that it is a misunderstanding 
on my part to take the words of the apostle, 1 Cor. ix. 12 sq. (that 
it is his principle to preach the gospel without recompence), as true 
generally ; instead of referring them especially only to the case of 
the Corinthian church. I will not discuss whether the words of 
the apostle in that passage, especially in the verses 15-18, admit 
of such a limitation. The question is merely whether what is said, 
Phil iv. 15, of the subsidies received by the apostle from the 
Philippians, naturally suggests that in this particular also the 
author derived his information from the second Corinthian Epistle, 
and used what he found there for his own purpose. There is no 
trace in the authentic letters of the apostle of his having stood in 
such a special relation to the church at Philippi as is implied in 
PhiL iv. 15. The name of that church is not once mentioned ; he 
speaks only of the churches of Macedonia, and we might even 
conclude from 2 Cor. xi. 8, where he speaks of aXKat eKKXrja-lcu, as 
distinct from the Corinthian church, from which he had received 
assistance in money during his residence in Achaia, that other 
churches also stood in this relation towards him. According to 
PhiL iv. 15, however, this relation subsisted only in the case of the 
Philippian church. It is said expressly: ovBefila fioi eKKkriala 
cKocvtovrjaev ei^ Tioyov Soaew^ kcu XTf^co)?, ei fir} vfiel^ fidvoi. Thus 
it is very natural to suppose, and this agrees very well with the 
other considerations which make the origin of the Epistle doubtful, 
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that the author, having, as the Epistle shows, a special interest in 
the church at Philippi, attributes the help which the apostle says 
came to him from Macedonia, to that church specially and indi- 
vidually. He thought very naturally that the Philippians would 
not leave the apostle without aid during his imprisonment, and he 
made use of this circumstance as the occasion of his Epistle to the 
Philippians. It may indeed be argued that since, as we knovir 
from 2 Cor., the apostle did receive aid from thd Christians of 
.Macedonia, itv is very probable that the Philippians actually did 
what is reported of them, iv. 15. Since, however, the Pauline 
origin of the Epistle is questionable on other and more general 
grounds, the contrary supposition is equally probable ; it simply ex* 
hibits in this one particular that derivative character of the Epistle 
which has already been demonstrated on other grounds. In a 
genuine Pauline Epistle we should expect that, besides what is 
directly spiritual, there will be some new information not derivable 
from other sources^ .about the position of affairs at the time, the 
occasion of the writing, and the various matters of interest which 
a piece of the original reality could not fail to bring with it. Here, 
however, we have poverty of thought, want of any historical basis, 
unconnectedness ; we have nothing specific or concrete, nothing to 
give us the impression of originality, nothing but a dull and 
colourless reflection. As for the want of connexion^ it is indeed 
possible by making out a general view and index of the contents, 
to bring to light a certain succession of sections, and thus to make 
the transition from one to the other somewhat easier to the reader. 
In this business Mr. Bnickner shows a considerable amount of 
dexterity (pp. dt, p. 38 sg.). De Wette, again, calls the Epistle a 
graceful contexture of two main themes, the affairs of the Philippians 
and those of the apostle, and makes it apparent in a table that these 
two themes come forward alternately.. Yet at a passage, iiL 1, 
where the connexion is difficult to trace, he is forced to take refuge 
in putting a dash between the two chapters, a way of connecting 
which is certainly not after the apostle's manner. The Epistle 
consistsof a multitude of independent sentences; the larger sections 
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axe placed after each other with a merely external connexion; 
'Xfupere forms the dose' of one and the beginning of another (ii 18, 
iii. 1), and there is a total want of any idea to bind the whole 
together. If it be alleged, in explanation of this, that this Epistle 
is more properly a private letter than any of the others, it must be 
said that 2 Cor. is such a letter quite as much. Yet how different 
is it in this particular ! 

As for my theory regarding the person of Clemens and the 
historical statements connected with it, I have little to add. 
Liinemann and Bruckner bring all their acuteness to bear against 
my view, and seek to prove that the Clement mentioned, iv. 3, 
must be a Philippian. Liinemann exalts the merit of his refutation 
by the construction of the words of that verse which he gratuitously 
imputes to me. The critics might have said much more simply, as 
Eitschl does in his review of my 'Paulus,' in the Halh Allge- 
meine Lit, Zeitung, 1847, p. 1008 : "This Clement is, unless I be 
greatly deceived, a member of the church at Philippi, and has 
nothing to do with that Clemens Eomanus so famous afterwards in 
legend." What more is wanted to prove the authenticity of the 
Epistle, if Messrs. Liinemann and Briickner agree in this opinion I 
It is certainly quite in keeping with the vagueness of our Epistle 
that nothing in it can be fixed to its own definite locality, so that 
it is impossible to know where the persons spoken of belong to, 
where the opponents who are impugned are to be sought for, 
whether at Home or at Philippi. And the apostle himself speaks 
in one passage of his bonds and his anticipations of death, and, 
immediately after of setting out for Philippi (ii 24). Yet the chief 
point is, and these critics seem to have overlooked it altogether, that 
Clement is expressly called a <Tvv€py6<; of the apostle, and thus is 
reckoned one of those who worked with him and beside him, and 
that for some time, in the proclamation of the gospel . Although 
nothing whatever is known from the apostle's own writings about 
such a fellow-labourer, yet in itself it might quite well be the case 
that besides the Eoman Clement, who appears in other quarters as 
an adherent of Peter, there was another apostolical man of this 
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name. But let it be considered what stage has been already 
reached in the criticism of our Epistle^ before we come to speak of 
this Clement named at iv. 3. Here is an author who exhibits so 
little independence in other particulars, who has nothing to say 
that is new or peculiar to himself, whose sources of information 
can be pointed out in a number of instances. And from what 
other quarter should his Clement come than from that tradition to 
which the Clement already known to us belongs ? With this the 
rest is explained at once. About the enigmatical av^vyoi; of ^the 
apostle I have nothing to say any more than others. Schwegler 
thought of the apostle Peter, and this is at least as reasonable as 
the suggestion of Wieseler (Chronologie der Apostelgeschichte, 
p. 458), who takes this yoke-fellow to be Christ, " who helps every 
one to bear his burden," or that of Biickert, who recognises in him 
the brother-german of the apostle, said to be spoken of in the 
aS€\<^9, 2 Cor. viii 18, 22. 

An author writing in the name of the apostle was of course 
obliged to write a Pauline style, yet the language of the Epistle 
betrays the imitator in i^aany particulars. There is a considerable 
number of words and expressions which are peculiar to this Epistle 
(cf. Zeller, Studien zur neutest.TheoL, TheoL Jahrb., 1843, p. 507 sq,) 
I have also been struck with the repeated use of the particle ttX^v, 
which the author is fond of using as a particle of transition, to join 
together, externally, sentences, which have no very close connexion 
inwardly. In this short Epistle TrXrjv is used in this way three 
times, i 18, iii 16, iv. 14. In the unquestioned Epistles of the 
apostle, the particle is found only once, 1 Cor. xi 11. The particle 
apa, on the other hand, which the apostle uses so frequently, is 
not once found here. Then the emphasis which the author seeks 
to gain by the repetition of the same word : i 9, fiaXXov kcu 
fiaXXov ; ver. 18, jfalpca, dXKa tccu jfapriaoficu ; ver. 25, fiei/o) kcu 
avfnrapafjb€v& ; ii 17, %a/pa> km avyj(alpm'y ver. 18, yaipere kcu 
€nrf)(alp€Te ; ver. 27, Xvtttjv eifi Xvmjv ; iiL 2, fiKeirere tov? Kvva^, 
fikeTrere tow? KaKov^ epydrcK, fiXeTrere r^v KaraTOfirfv; iv. 2, 
EvtoBlav irapaxcCKS) kcu, Smrrvyftjv irapcucoKMi ver. 17, ov^ o^i 
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€7n,^7p-& TO S^fia, aW' €7ri^7}T& top Kapirov. The same word used 
twice in the same verse (iii 4, 8). Synonymous or similar expres- 
sions are used in conjunction : i. 20, diroKapaSoKia kcu ikiri^ ; ii 
1, cifKarfyya kolI ol/cripfiol; ver. 2, tva to ainro if>povfjfTe . . . to €J/ 
if>povovvT€^ ; ver. 1 6, ovk eU /cepov eSpafiov, ovSe eU kcpov eKoiruura ; 
ver. 17, Ova la kcu Xeirovpyla rfys irlarewfi ; ver. 25, Epaphroditus is 
called not only aZeki^o^ kcu awepyo^, but also, with the exaggera- 
tion characteristic of such writers, avarparuoTq^; ; and on all this 
follows vfiSiv Se diroaroKo^, Koi \eiTovpyo9 rrj^ Xpeia? fwv. In 
contrast to this the apostle calls Timothy, 2 Cor. viii. 23, simply 
his Koiveovo^, and in reference to the Corinthians his awepyo^ ; iii 
9, ScKcuoavvi] i} Sia irlareaf^ Xpcarov, ^ Ik Geov BiKaioavvr) eni ry 
nrurreVy iv. 7, to? Kaphia^ vfi&v kcu ra vor^iaTa vfi&v; ver. 12, €i/ 
'n'avrl kcu ev iraai ; ver. 18, oafirj evfoSia^, Ovaia 8e/cT^ evdpeoTO^ 
To5 065* This phraseology is not specially Pauline ; the writer 
who used it was clearly one who sought to make up for what was 
wanting in his thought by the exuberance of his expression. 
Then again, there are expressions which though of rare occurrence 
with Paul are yet so specifically Pauline, that the use of 
them at once informs us of the quarter from which they were 
drawn, — ^Thus i 8^ fidpTv<; yap fiov eariv 6 0€O9, ©9, etc., cf. Eom, 
i 9 ; PhiL i. 10, BoKifid^etv ra Zia^epovTay as Eom. ii 18. The 
apostle calls himself, 1 Cor. ix. 23, a avyKoivayvo^ of the gospel, 
and our author makes him say to the Philippians (i. 7), that 
they are ovyKOLvtovoi t^ 'xapvro^ ; Phil, i 19, hnypprf^la rov 
'nyevfiaro^, as GaL iii 5 ; PhiL i 26, Kav^fia vfi&v, as 2 Cor. i 14 ; 
Phil, i 22, Qv €1/ aapKi, as GaL ii. 20; PhiL ii 16, eU Kevov 
eBpafiov, as GaL ii 2 ; PhiL ii 30, to epyov Xpiarov, as 1 Cor. 
xvi 10; PhiL ii 30, dvairXripovv to varifyqim, as 2 Cor. ix. 12 ; 
PhiL iii. 3, Kavxaa-Oav ev Xpurrm, 1 Cor. i 31, 2 Cor. x. 17, etc. 
We are also reminded of the Apocalypse xiii 8, by the expression 
used in PhiL iv. 3, &v ra ovofLara ev fiiff\M (^0)979. 
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SIXTH CHAPTER 

EPISTLE TO PHILEMON. 

The Epistle to Philemon takes its place beside the three Epistles 
to the Ephesians, Golossians, and Philippians, as bearing, like them^ 
to have been written during the apostle's captivity at Eome. It is 
connected most intimately with the Epistle to the Colossians, 
Philemon having been, according to the general assumption, a member 
of the Church at Colosse. In this Epistle, indeed, there is no dis- 
tinct indication of the fact, except that the persons from whom 
greetings are sent are the same as ill the Epistle to the Colossians, 
with the exception of Jesus Justus, Col. iv. 11. And there is no 
doubt that at Col. iv. 9, this same Onesimus, whom the author of 
the Epistle represents as sent to the Colossians along with Tychicus, 
is called one of themselves. In the case of this Epistle more than 
any other, if criticism should inquire for evidence in favour of its 
apostolic name, it seems liable to the reproach of hypercriticism, 
of exaggerated suspicion, and restless doubt, from the attacks of 
which nothing is safe. What has criticism to do with this short, 
attractive, graceful and friendly letter, inspired as it is by the 
noblest Christian feeling, and which has never yet been touched 
by the breath of suspicion ? Yet criticism cannot possibly take 
an apostolic origin for granted here, and forbear from inquiries. If 
indeed the other Epistles, which profess, as this one does, to have 
been written in the apostle's captivity, had been above all doubt, 
then the claim of this one to the same origin might have passed 
unchallenged. But the case is quite different when this Epistle is 
regarded in the light of the critical doubts which those others have 
certainly appeared to us to warrant. If so much can be urged 
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against the Pauline origin of these three Epistles, and still more a£ 
the Pastoral ones, and if it be so extremely doubtful whether we 
have any apostoUcal Epistles from the period of the imprisonment 
at aU, what claim has this small Epistle, a mere letter of friend* 
ship, and dealing with a purely private affair, to be considered an 
exception to that judgment ? Whatever weight may attach to this 
inference from analogy, yet on the other hand the demand is 
certainly fair, that we should look at the Epistle in itself and , 
show, if not the probability, at least the possibility of its having a 
non-apostolic parentage. The difierence between Pauline andnon- > 
Pauline Epistles cannot surely be so small that this one, if not 
Pauline, should bear no mark whatever of its different origin. Now , 
what can be proved in this direction ? We need not insist upon the ; 
nature of the language used ; on the fact that in this short Epistle ; 
there is a considerable number of expressions which never occur in 
the apostle's own writings at all, or only in the disputed writings ; as 
a-va-TpaTcdyrrjf;, ver. 2, in the metaphorical sense that later writers are 
so fond of ;^ avfjKov, eTrcrda-a-eiv, ver. 8 ; irpea^vrq^^ ver. 9 (the refer- i 
. enceto his age is certainly peculiar) ; aj(pv<^o<s and euj^oro?, ver. 1 1 ; ^ 
am'€X'Oi> in the sense of "have back," ver. 15; airorlo^, 'irpoa'Off>etK(Ot 
ver. 1 9 ; ovlva(r0(u,wer. 20 ; ^vui,yeT. 22 (the expression airXariyya is 
also striking, not as being un-Pauline, but as occurring three times ' 
over, ver. 7, 12, 20). It is the contents of the Epistle that chiefly 
arrest our attention : these contents are certainly peculiar, and 
distinguish the Epistle from all others. Here there are no mere 
commonplaces, no repetitions of things known long before, no indefi- 
nite doctrine ; on the contrary, it deals with an actual occurrence 
belonging to a certain definite set of circumstances. We must ask, 
however, whether this subject, which is the occasion of the writing, 
is not itself so very singular as to arouse our suspicions ? A slave 
has run away from his master because of some delinquency; a theft, 
it is commonly assumed. His master is a Christian at Colosse in 
Phrygia, and an intimate friend of the apostle Paul; the slave 
comes to Eome, is brought in contact with the apostle in his im- 

^ Cf. Pastoralbriefe, p. 99. 
F 



Digitizecl,by VjOOQ IC 



82 LIFE AND WOBK OF PAUL. [Part II. 

prisomnent, is converted by him to Christianity, and thereupon 
sent back to his master at Colosse as a Christian slave. This is a 
very remarkable concurrence of chances, such as rarely indeed 
takes place ; and the letter given to the converted slave by the 
apostle to carry to his master regards the occurrence from the 
Christian point of view, and makes it the subject of Christian 
reflection. The slave converted to Christianity is represented as a 
child born to the apostle in his old age and in his captivity, and 
therefore loved by him with all the greater tenderness. As a 
converted slave he has been changed out of an a;j^<rro9, one from 
whom his master derived no profit, but rather the reverse, into an 
€uxPV<^o^ f'or both, for his master and the apostle. Here there is 
a play, not only on the slave's name, Onesimus (from omjfic, ovlvrjfiv, 
to be of use, serviceable), but on the Christian name itself, for the 
heathens often said XfnjaTo^ instead of XpLOTo^, a thing which 
the Christians did not take at all amiss. ^ 

The leading idea is this — that when the slave returned to his 
master he had become a Christian : this idea is expressed with all 
due clearness, and everything that the Epistle contains besides is 
just the development and illustration of what Christianity was 
held to imply. The beautiful idea is here taken as a part of 
Christianity, that those whom it connects stand to each other in a 
l^eal community of essence, so that the one sees in the other his 
own self, knows himself to be completely one with him, and is thus 
included in a union which is to last for ever. The converted 
slave is no longer the slave of his master ; he is more than a slave, 
he is his brother beloved, all whose misdeeds and debts are now 
forgiven. The apostle who has converted the slave is not only the 
spiritual father of the man who through him is now regenerate ; 
the master of the slave receives in him not merely the convert, but 

^ Cf. Justin, Apol. L c. 4 : *Eic rov KarrjyopovfUpov ^fi&v ovofAoros ;(/M;(rT<Jraroi 
Virapx^H^^^' XptoTtovol yap eTvcu KaTrjyopovfiedof t6 fie XPt^^^ fu<r€'l(r6ai ov 
BUcuov, In the same way Athenagoras says of the heathens, Leg. cap. 2 : tls r6 
^VQfM m €ls dbiiajfia €wPpi(ov(rtv, ovb€v be ro Svofui a(^* iavrov koL bt avrov ov 
vovrfpbv oOrt xpijcrr^v vofiiCerat, TertulL Apol. 3 : Cum perperam Chrestianua 
pronuntiatur a vobis (nam nee nominis certa est notitia penes vos), de suavitate 
vel benignitate compositum est. 
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also the apostle who converted him. Sv Se avrov, tovt €<m ra 
€fia (rrrXdyxva, irpoaXa^ov, ver. 12. El ovv efie €j(€c^ koivo>vov, 
TTpo&Xa^ov avrov ©9 Ifie, ver. 17. As the converted slave, being a 
Christian slave, is to the apostle in place of his Christian master, 
so through the same bond of identity, he unites the apostle who 
converted him with his Christian master, who must needs behold 
in him the converted, his converter also. Thus Christianity does 
away with all differences which separate men from one another ; as 
a new principle of life it creates a new set of relations, where one 
lives in the other ; the consciousness is a common consciousness 
in which all are one. The apostle becomes surety for the con- 
verted slave to his master, and answerable for his debt ; but then 
the Christian master himself is the apostle's debtor, ver. 19. What 
one is the other is also, because all are one in the same unity. 
The play on the word Onesimus in ver. 20 is doubtless meant 
to convey the same idea ; the apostle says, in a certain way, " as thy 
Christian slave has only now become an Onesimus worthy of his 
name, so shouldst thou, his Christian master, be my Onesimus ; 
let me rejoice in thee (eyo) cov ovaLfirjv ev Kvpl<p), give me the full 
enjoyment of thy love, let my inmost consciousness as a Christian 
consciousness repose on thine." 

Among those sweet utterances of an author deeply imbued 
with the Christian spirit, there is another thought especially 
deserving of remark. The apostle writes to the master of th^ 
slave, ver. 15, that perhaps the slave who deserted him, but who 
has now become a Christian, departed from him for a season, in 
order that he might receive him back for ever. He receives him 
back for ever if he receives him as a Christian. This aspect of 
Christianity is dwelt upon in the pseudo-Clementine homilies: 
Christianity is the permanent reconciliation of those who were 
formerly separated by one cause or another, but who by a special 
arrangement of afifairs brought about by Divine Providence for that 
very purpose, are again brought together ; through their conver- 
sion to Christianity they know each other again, the one sees in 
the other his own flesh and blood, himself.^ The point of the 

1 Die Chrlstliclie Gnosis, p. 372 aq. 
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historical narratives in the homilies is to be found in these scenes 
of recognition and reconciliation ; and if, on this account, they have 
been called, and justly so, a Christian romance, why should not 
our Epistle be the embryo of a similar Christian fiction? The 
historical materials which it contains are not worked out, yet it 
evidently contains materials for a more extended treatment The 
author of the Epistle, however, does not dwell on his story for its 
own inherent interest ; he rather pre-supposes the story as a vehicle 
for the idea which it is his object to set forth. The moral of the 
story is, that what one loses in the world, one recovers in Chris- 
tianity, and that for ever; that the world and Christianity are 
related to each other as separation and reunion, as time and 
eternity. This idea is expressed with all proper clearness in the 
words, ver. 15 : Tdj(a yap Sia tovto exjoopiaOrf irpo^ copav, iva 
ala>viov avrov airextp' The occurrence spoken of is thus to be 
considered teleologically ; but the teleological view of history is the 
mother of historical fiction, and if once the idea be regarded as the 
substance of what has taken place, it is no great step to regard 
what has happened as having happened only in representation, 
and that it might serve as the outward form of the idea. Thi:is it 
cannot be called either an impossible or an improbable construction 
of this Epistle, if we regard it as a Christian romance serving to 
convey a genuine Christian idea. 

If this Epistle be interpreted in the way in which it must be, 
as soon as we regard it, not merely in itself, but in its historical 
and critical connexion with the other Epistles which stand nearest 
to it, then the peculiar excellence for which it is extolled becomes 
much more questionable. The excellence is, that it contains 
nothing of importance either in relation to doctrine or to Church 
history, but is invaluable as a document, bringing before us the 
apostle's cheerful and amiable personality, and as a practical 
commentary on CoL iv. 6. But if the Epistle be actually written 
by Paul, is it not remarkable that the occurrence, which in that 
case actually happened, is simply used to illustrate a certain 
idea, and that the enforcement of this idea is the real aim and 
subject of the Epistle ? 
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THE TWO EPISTLES TO THE THESSALONIANS. 

The second of these Epistles has already been attacked by 
criticism; but the first has as yet excited no suspiciona The 
reason of this is probably to be found in the nature of its contents, 
in which there is nothing at all striking or peculiar. In the whole 
collection of the Pauline Epistles there is none so deficient in the 
character and substance of its materials as 1 st Thessalonians. With 
the exception of the view advanced iniv. 13-18, no dogmatic idea 
whatever is brought into prominence, as is certainly the case in 
the Epistles to the Ephesians, Colossians, and Philippians, and 
even in the short Epistle to Philemon. The whole Epistle is 
made up of general instructions, exhortations, wishes, such as 
appear in the other Epistles merely as adjuncts to the principal 
contents; what is accessory in the other cases is here the pre- 
ponderating and essential element. This might appear at first sight 
to favour the opinion that the Epistle is genuine — there is so little 
for criticism to lay hold of. The very insignificance of the contents, 
however, the want of any special aim and of any intelligible 
occasion or purpose is itself a criterion adverse to a Pauline origin ; 
but not merely do these negative considerations demand' explana- 
tion : a closer view of the Epistle betrays such dependence and 
such want of originality as is not to be found in any of the 
genuine Pauline writings. The chief part of the Epistle is 
nothing but a lengthy version of the history of the conversion of 
the Thessalonians as we know it from the Acts. It contains 
nothing that the Thessalonians would not know already, and the 
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author may have taken his account of the transaction either from 
the Acts or irom some other source. To begin with i 4 sq,, e^Sore?, 
aS€\(f>ol • • • Trjv eKKoyrjfv vfi&v, eta ; this merely states how the 
apostle preached the gospel to the Thessalonians, and they 
received it; ch. ii 1, avrol yap ocSare, aSe\(f>oi, ttjv etaoBov 
flfi&v Trjv irpo^ vfm^ . . . irpoTraOovre^ teal vfiptaOevre^, koOco^ 
olhare, ev fiKtmroi^, eta, points more distinctly to the circum- 
stances of the apostle's coming to Thessalonica, and the way in 
which he worked there. In the same way iii 11 sq., evioKt^afiev 
KaTaKei(l>0rjpai eu 'AOrjvai^ fjbovoc, Kal eirefi'^^afiev Tc/ioOeov, etc., 
refers to what happened only a short time before, and what the 
Thessalonians were quite well aware of. As the writer admits by 
the perpetually recurring elSire^ (i 4), avrol yap otBare (iL 1), 
Kado)^ oiBare (ii 2), ^injfjLOvevere yap (ii 9), KaOdirep olBare (ii. 
11), atrrot yap olBare (iii 3), KoOm kcu eyevero KalotBare (iii. 4), 
otBare yap (iv. 2), only such things are spoken of as the readers 
knew well already ; the history which is recapitulated is not an 
old one, but, on the contrary, quite fresh and new. In addition to 
all this, we find in the narrative reminiscences more or less 
distinct, of other Pauline Epistles, particularly of those to the 
Corinthians. The passage (i. 5) to €vayye)uov ^fi&v ovk eyejrqOrf 
€is vfia^ €v Tijoytp pAvov, aXKa xal ev Svpd/nec, is manifestly an 
imitation of 1 Cor. ii. 4 ; — ^i 6, p,ifin]Tal rip,S>v eyevrjOrjre Kal rov 
Kvpiov, of 1 Cor. xi. 1 ; — i 8, ev iravri Toir^ fi Tnari^ vfi&v . . • 
l^eKrjKvOeVi reminds us of Eom. i. 8, r} irioTi^ vfi&v Kara/yyeKKerai 
€v o\(p T« Koap^p, The passage ii. 4 sq. is a brief recapitulation 
of the principles enunciated in the Corinthian Epistles : cf. 1 Cor. 
ii. 4; iv. ^ sq.) ix. 15 sq., and particularly 2 Cor. ii 17; v. 11. 
The following expressions especially remind us of the second 
Corinthian letter, ifKeove^la (ii 5), cf. 2 Cor. vii 2; with Bwdp^voc ev 
fidpev etvav (ii 6), /ai) eTn^aprjaai (ii. 9), cf. 2 Cor. xi 9 ; ii 7 also 
reminds us of 1 Cor. iii, 2. Thus the Corinthian Epistles are 
easily recognizable both in the thoughts and the expressions of the 
two first chapters. Of the passages referring to the story of the 
conversion of the Thessalonians, ii 14-16 is particularly noticeable. 
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The writer makes the apostle say here that the Thessalonians had 
become imitators of the Christian Churches in Judsea, since they 
had suffered the same things from their own countrymen as the 
Jewish Churches from the Jews, who killed the Lord Jesus and 
the prophets, and persecuted him, the apostle, and pleased not 
God, and were contrary to all men, forbidding him to preach the 
gospel to the heathen, that they might be saved, to fill up their 
sins always ; wherefore at last wrath is come upon them. This 
passage has a thoroughly un-Pauline stamp. It agrees certainly 
with the Acts, where it is stated that the Jews in Thessalonica 
stirred up the heathen against the apostle's converts, and against 
himseK;^ yet the comparison is certainly far-fetched between 
these troubles raised by the Jews and Gentiles conjointly and 
the persecutions of the Christians in Judaea. Nor do we ever find 
the apostle elsewhere holding up the Judaeo- Christians as a 
pattern to the Gentile Christians. It is, moreover, quite out of 
place for him to speak of those persecutions in Judaea; for he 
himself was the person principally concerned in the only persecu- 
tion to which our passage can refer. Then do we find in any 
other passage that the apostle couples together, as he does here, his 
own sufferings for the sake of the Gospel with those which the 
Jews inflicted upon Jesus and the prophets? (in what a very 
different sense does he speak of his veKpaxn^ 'Itjo-ov 1 2 Cor. iv. 10)* 
Is this polemic against the Jews at all natural to him ; a polemic 
so external and so vague that the enmity of the Jews to the 
Gospel is characterized solely in the terms of that well-known 
charge with which the Gentiles assailed them, the odium generis 
humani i It is this which is alleged against them, ver. 16, when it 
is said that they are not merely 0e^ fjJfi apiaKovre;, but also ircunv 

^ We may take this opportunity of observing the nnhistorical elements of the 
story, Acts xvii. 6. The Jews are said to have stirred up the heathen with the 
words : ol i^v olKovfxtvrfP dvaaTaTwaavrcs o^ot jcal €v6db€ frdpeKri, This dpaara" 
T&a-ai is thus said to have taken place at the time when Paul came first into 
these districts; how long afterwards was it that Christianity appeared to the 
Komans so politically dangerous as implied in the words used here : direvavn rap 
^oyfiormv Kai<rapos frparrovo-i ? 
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'av0pd>7roi^ evairrioi, Yer, 15. It is evident on the face of this 
passage that the story in the Acts is the only source of its infor- 
(ination; the expressions eKiitoKeLVy KodXvetv, correspond accurately 
'with the course of events described in Acts xvii. 6 sq. The 
^expression to2^ eOveac \a\rja-ai, tva atoO&trc clearly suggests to us 
rthe author's familiarity with the Acts. This expression is quite 
nfter the manner of that work (xiv. 1 ; xvi 6, 32 ; xviiL 9), but one 
which the apostle Paul himself never uses of his own preaching.* 
'And when it is said that after the Jews have continually filled up 
the measure of their sins, €<f>0aae Se hr cufroif^ 17 opyfj eU t€\o9, 
rwhat does this suggest to us more naturally than the punishment 
that came upon them in the destruction of Jerusalem ? 

It is generally supposed that the apostle wrote the First 
JEpistle to the Thessalonians during his first residence at Corinth, 
Boon after Silas and Timothy had arrived from Macedonia (Acts 
xviii. 5). ^ Our Epistle agrees perfectly with the Acts in making 
Timothy, who had left Thessalonica along with Paul, but remained 
at Beroea while Paul went on to Athens, rejoin him at Corinth, 
(iii 6). It represents Timothy, however (iii. 1), as having already 
J)een with Paul at Athens, and sent back thence to Thessalonica. 
The news which Timothy then brought the apostle (iii 6) was 
obtained on this second journey. All this happened shortly after the 
lipostle's firstvisitto Thessalonica, and so the Epistle must have been 
written a few months after that visit. If this be so, it is certainly 
strange how he could write to the Thessalonians at such length about 
things which must have been fresh in their memory ; it is Strang^ 
ailso that he 8houl4 give such a description of the state of the Church 
Its, it is obvious, can only refer to a Church that had been some time 
in existence. How can it be said of Christians belonging to a Church 
only lately founded, that they were patterns to aU the believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia, that the fame of their reception of the word 
o{ the Lord has not only gone abroad in Macedonia and Achaia, but 

^ XoXct^ii 1 Cor. ii. 13, iii. 1, cannot be compared to the above expression^ 
^he meaning of XoXctv in these passages is simply ** speak ; " it is not equivalent 
to XaXctv t6v \6yov. ^ 
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that their faith ev iravri roirtp e^eki^XvOev, that people of every place 
were speaking of them, how they were converted, and turned from 
their idols to God, i. 7 sq, ? How can the apostle say after so 
short an absence that, as he greatly desired to see them face to 
face he had been not only once, but twice on the point of 
coming to them? (ii. 17, iii. 10.) Here we have an echo of the 
Corinthian letters, where there is frequent mention of such repeated 
journeys and designs of travel. How can the brotherly love of the 
Thessalonians, which they exhibited to all the brethren in all 
Macedonia, be spoken of as a virtue already so widely proved? (iv. 9.) 
Were admonitions to a quiet and industrious life, such as are 
given in iv. 11, 12, necessary even at that early period ? It is usual 
to pass very lightly over all these things, and perhaps to place the 
date of the Epistle somewhat later. Another critic, on the contrary, 
brings all his acuteness into play to find out new possibilities, and 
defend the old view as being after all the most probable. Such 
palliatives, however, fail to remove the infirmity ; it lies deeper, and 
t;an only be covered over for a moment by the treatment. 

As for the section, iv. 14-18, and the view it contains of the 
resurrection of the dead, and the relation of the departed and the 
living to the second coming of Christ, this seems to agree very 
well with 1 Cor. xv. 52 ; but it goes far beyond what is taught 
there,, and gives such a concrete representation of those transcendent 
matters as we never find in the apostle. Yet, if only the apostolic 
character of the Epistle stood firmer upon other grounds, the 
countenance it obtains from the passage named would save it from 
condemnation as unapostolic. Since, however, this is not the case, 
and since not only does the exhortation on the subject of the 
second coming occupy a prominent place (iv. 13-18 ; v. 1-11), but 
the letter is pervaded throughout by the expectation of that 
event (i 10; ii. 19; iii. 13 ; iv. 6; v. 23), it would appear that 
the First Epistle arose out of the same interest in the second 
coming which is more decidedly expressed in the Second. With 
regard to this leading thought, both Epistles are intimately con- 
nected with each other. The main purpose of the First must there^ 
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fore be to give a comforting view of the* second coming, such as 
the Christians of that age required. 

This is the chief theme of the Second Epistle, and here the 
question arises, whether such absorption in the visions of the 
second coming of Christ as we find in the first, and much more 
markedly in the second, of these Epistles, can be considered as 
properly belonging to our apostle. The essential part of the 
Second Epistle is the section iL 1 sqq,, and what we have here is 
the Christian representation of Antichrist in its essential features^ 
as it rose out of its sources in Judaism, especially from the 
prophecies of the book of Daniel. Now it cannot be considered 
unlikely a priori that the apostle Paul shared the views of his 
Jewish countrymen at the time; his undisputed Epistles afford 
us abundant evidence how much his thought and imagination 
were still imbued with Jewish elements. On the other hand, 
however, we must remember that here is a man who resolutely 
broke through the limits of the national consciousness, and rose to 
a point of view essentially different from the Jewish, to whom, 
therefore, we must beware of ascribing more sjrmpathy with 
Jewish ways of thinking than there is good evidence for. We 
must not overlook the fact that in this matter of the second coming 
of Christ, as much as in anything else, the strongest repulsion 
must have been discovered between the Pauline view of Christianity 
and the Judseo-Christian view. If, jujcording to the apostle Paul, 
the Christian consciousness was taken up almost exclusively with 
tha subjective relation of the individual man, feeling his need of 
salvation, to Christ and all the different elements of that relation, 
then the Christian's attention must simply have been turned away 
from a circle of ideas, where the essence of Christianity was made 
to consist only in the outward realization of the Messianic 
kingdom, conceived according to the form of the Old Testament 
theocracy. If the PauUne character of the section now under 
review is to be judged by any definite canon, that canon must be 
its measure of agreement with the genuine letters of the apostle. 
The question is thus narrowed to the relation which the ' two 
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passages dealing with the parousia in the ThessaJonian Epistles, 
bear to those passages which alone fall to be considered here, 
i Cor. XV. 23-28, and 51, 62, Here the apostle is occupied with 
the same class of ideas, and we shall see in what sense he accepted 
them, and how far he was disposed to give himself up to them. 
But what a difference is here ! In 2 Thess. at least this is the all^ 
engrossing question, it is specially discussed ; in 1 Cor. it is only 
touched by the way as a very subordinate question, and that in a 
connexion where the apostle is taking a broad sweep over the 
chief epochs of the development and final consummation of the 
kingdom of God, and cannot avoid touching on the point. And 
with what measured reserve does he say the little that he 
thinks it necessary to say ; how carefully does he seem to avoid 
what does not belong to the matter in hand, or what seems to have 
a less immediate practical interest, such as the question how it is 
to be with those who are living at the time of the parotma. The 
last' trumpet is the signal of the resurrection, which takes place at 
once when it has sounded ; the curious view of an airdvT'qa'i^ ev 
V€ipeKat<: is not even hinted at; and when the subjection of 
hostile powers is spoken of as preparing the way for this final 
catastrophe, the last enemy who is overcome is not Antichrist, 
but death. The views expressed in 1 Cor. are entirely free from 
the specific Jewish stamp of the later period, the two representa- 
tions of the last time are related to each other as the Messianic 
prophecy of Ps. ex. quoted in 1 Cor. xv. 25 sq,, and that of the 
prophet Daniel, cLvii and xL It is therefore scarcely probable 
that an author who expresses his views of the last things with such 
caution and reserve, as in 1 Cor. xv., should, in a writing of earlier 
date, have entered into the question so fully and given evidence of 
a belief entirely preoccupied with Eabbinical opinions.-^ We may 

^ It is said that Acts xvii. 7 shows the apostle's preaching at Thessalonica to 
have been mainly apocalyptical, to have hinged, that is to say, upon the expecta- 
tion of the coming of Christ as king of the kingdom of God, so that the Jews jbook 
occasion to raise a charge against his adherents, as if they were about to desert 
from the emperor to another king, Jesua This interpretation of the passage is 
entirely arbitrary ; cf . De Wette, Thess. Brief, p. 92. 
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go further, and assert that the view expressed in 2 Thess. ii. is 
in direct opposition to the apostle's own expectation, 1 Cor. xv. ; 
for he writes, 1 Cor. xv. 52, on the assumption that he himself 
is to witness the paroima, and to be changed, along with those 
living at the time. Here there is a simple and confident faith in 
the immediate approach of Christ's coming. In 2 Thess. ii, 
however, we find a theory introduced to explain why the parotma 
cannot take place so soon ; thus it had evidently been expected 
for some time when this was written. Now it was impossible to 
give up faith in the reality of the event, and so it was said that it 
had been delayed by some obstructive agency in the way. This 
obstmction, this tcarexov, the agency through which the final 
catastrophe was still delayed, was believed to be the Koman 
Empire, as the fourth monarchy of the prophecy of Daniel, which 
had to fulfil its definite period before the kingdom succeeding it, 
the kingdom of Christ, could appear. At the time when the 
Second Epistle was composed, the increasing sin and godlessness 
of the world were believed to be the signs of the impending 
catastrophe ; the elements of evil were now consolidating them- 
selves into the definite form and personality of Antichrist ; yet the 
actual advent of the catastrophe was still relegated to the dim and 
distant future. The principal exhortation that our Epistle con- 
tains is therefore to the efiect that Christians should not be dis- 
quieted by any delusive assertion of the approach of the parovsia, 
nor surrender their calm and rational frame of mind ; since it was 
impossible for Christ to appear before Antichrist came, and Anti- 
christ could not come as long as that continued which had to 
precede the beginning of the last era. How far does this take us, 
not only beyond the apostle's point of view, but beyond the 
period in which he lived ! 

The view expressed in the First Epistle on the subject of the 
parovsia is similar on the whole to the apostle's own view, 1 Cor. 
XV. 51 ; inasmuch as the principal element in it is the exhortation 
regarding the living and the departed. And here our Epistle simply 
repeats what the apostle himseK had said The Second Epistle 
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diflTers from the apostle's views on the subject, and goes therefore 
beyond the First Yet this relation of the two Epistles to each- 
other can scarcely warrant us to attribute the Second Epistle 
entirely to the writer's intention to correct the i:epresentation of 
the nearness of iheparousia in the First Epistle by his own doctrine 
of Antichrist which removed that event further off. It is perfectly ' 
conceivable that one and the same writer, if he lived 90 much in 
the thought of the parousia as the two Epistles testify, should have 
looked at this mysterious subject in different circumstances and 
from diflTerent points of view, and so expressed himself regarding it 
in different ways. However this may be, the Epistles are alike in 
this, that they are greatly wanting in original matter, and that this 
deficiency discredits their apostolic authorship. The First Epistle 
merely repeats what was well known before. The dependence of 
the second on the first shows that the writer looked about him for 
some precedent which might warrant him in investing his doctrine 
of the parousia, which was the main thing he had to bring forward, , 
with the form of a Pauline Epistle. The whole of the first chapter 
has reference, as has justly been observed, to the First Epistle. The 
commencement exactly resembles the commencement of 1 Thess. ; 
what is said about &\l'^i<i for the sake of the gospel has several 
parallels in 1 Thess. ii and iii^ At ver. 6 the author goes on to the , 
main idea of the parousia, as it had already been expressed in 1 
Thess. ; only that his view of Antichrist and of the judgment to 
follow his subjection is even here before his mind, as an addition 
to and modification of that earlier view. Ver. 11 sq, is similar to 
1 Thess. i 3, iii 12 s^., v. 23 sq. As little can ii. 13-17 deny its 
similarity to 1 Thess. L 4 sq., iii. 11 sq. The form of address 
aZeK(f>oL ri^amiiiivoi inro Kvpiov, which occurs nowhere in Paul's own 
writings, is found here, and is evidently derived from 1 Thess. i. 4. 
Chapter iiL contains a number of sentences borrowed and extended 

1 De Wette (K. Erkl. p. 129) insists upon the present at; avixtfrBt against 
Kern (whose Abh. tiber 2 Thess., Tlib. Zeitschr. f. TheoL 1839, 2 H. S. 20 «g. may 
be compared). This present, however, merely serves to show us how the author 
transferred what had been said in 1 Thess. to his own time. 
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from 1 Thess. Compare 2 Thess. iii 1-2 with 1 Thess. v. 25 ; 
2 Thess. iii. 6 with 1 Thess. v. 24, iii 11-13 ; 2 Thess. iii 6-12 
with 1 Thess. ii 6-12; iv. 11 sq., v. 14; 2 Thess. iii 16 with 
1 Thess. V. 23. The writer's want of originality is also apparent 
in the phrase firi €Kfea/cq<TrfT€ KoKoTroiovvTe^, which is evidently 
borrowed from GaL vi 9 ; and only seeks variety by changing to 
KciXov TToielv into KdX/yjrotelv, Phrases like €xr)(apuTTelv 0(f>€iXo/jL€v 
are not, indeed, absolutely un-Pauline, yet circumlocutions such as 
this, instead of the simple Pauline evxapi'O^elv and with the 
further addition tcaOm a^iov etrrip; conscious exaggerations, as 
wrepav^avei t} ttioti^ vfi&v kcu TrXeovd^ei ^ arfdm^ ivo^ ifedarov 
TrdvTfov vfi&v (compare with this 1 Thess. iii 10-12) ; strange and 
far-fetched expressions, as arurrevOri to fuiprupvov ^fju&v eif> 
vfia^ (i 10); iexeaOai t^v dr/dirriv rfj^ dXtfOela^ (ii 10); with vague 
and confused relations of object to subject, as d^tovv t59 K\ri(r€a)<:, 
irkffpovv TTcurav evSoxlap d^aOdxrvvrf^ (i 11), are certainly not 
calculated to give evidence for a genuine Pauline origin. And lastly, 
the teal before Bia Toi;To(ii 11), and alpelaOat (ii 13) instead of 
ikXeyeaOai, for the idea of election, are distinctly un-Pauline. 

The conclusion, iii 17, 18, affords strong evidence against this 
Epistle. In order to understand it properly, we have first of all 
to dispose of the incorrect assertion that the greeting is contained 
in ver. 17 itself, and not in the benediction which follows in ver. 18. 
De Wette argues against this latter view, that in 1 Cor. xvi 21, 
CoL iv. 18, the benediction does not immediately follow the words, 
6 dtnraaiio^ t§ efiy X^V* » thz,t, on the contrary, in the former 
passage, these words are succeeded by something quite opposite to 
the spirit of blessing, namely, by malediction. But this does not 
prove anything ; the Pauline benediction is not wanting in either 
of these Epistles. All Pauline Epistles have the same benediction 
at the close, though with some verbal differences; and so the 
doTTaafio^ in this case is evidently meant to stand at the close of 
the Epistle after the Pauline manner, in the words fi ^dpi^ rov Kvp. 
etc. Where is the greeting, if not in these words ? for 6 dairctap!6<:, 
etc., is not itseK the greeting, but only announces it. Now, the 
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statement made here that the apostle added this greeting and 
benediction to his Epistle with his own hand, is not in itself 
peculiar ; the same statement is made, 1 Cor. xvi 21, CoL iv. 18. 
But if we compare the conclusion of our Epistle with that of 1 Cor., 
we notice a very remarkable difference. Why does the apostle 
add the greeting to 1 Cor. with his own hand ? clearly in order to 
give his readers one more living proof of his affection towards 
them. But in our Epistle the author has made it very apparent 
what a different intention the assertion is meant to serve. He says, 
S €<m (Tij/jLeiov ev irdar) hnaroKri* oino} ypcufxo. The words, then, 
stand here, not to enhance the affection of the greeting, but as a 
sign whereby the Epistle is to authenticate itself as Pauline, as a 
critical mark, to distinguish the genuine from the spurious. Not 
only is this quite un-Pauline in comparison with 1 Cor. ; it is an 
unmistakeable proof that our Epistle was written at a time when 
spurious apostolic writings were known to be in circulation, and 
there was cause for inquiry into the genuineness of each production. 
Against this inquiry no one could have a stronger motive to take 
precautions than one actually engaged in giving a pretended 
Pauline letter to the world. How far is the apostle himself from 
any such idea of spurious Epistles ; in how different a spirit did 
he write his autograph greeting, and how could it ever have 
occurred to him to set up in an Epistle, which, according to the 
general view, is one of the very first of the series, a criterion appli- 
cable to each one; there being, on this hypothesis, several of them 
already in circulation ? Are we to suppose that, at the time when 
the apostle had written hardly any Epistles at all, pretended 
Pauline ones had already made their appearance, which called for 
caution in discriminating, such as is given here, ii 2 ; or could he 
foresee so distinctly, even so early as this, that he would have a 
large correspondence afterwards ? And more, how could he reason- 
ably regard such a criterion of the genuineness of his Epistles to 
be of the slightest value ? For as soon as the mark became known, 
it would be used with all du§ care to foist in any Epistle that 
needed it. The idea of taking the Pauline form of salutation in 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



96 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [Part H. 

this sense can only have occurred to a later writer, who had a 
series of Pauline Epistles already before him, and who, being about 
to augment their number with a new one, not only provided his 
own with this badge of Pauline origin, but thought it necessary to 
draw attention to the fact. The repeated mention of Epistles, 
1 Thess. V. 27, 2 Thess. ii. 2, 15 ; iii 17, seems to ascribe an im-. 
portance to the writing of Epistles, which it is impossible it should 
have had for the apostle, at least at the time from which these 
Epistles are professedly dated, but which it very naturally possessed 
in the eyes of a writer for whom the apostle himself existed no- 
where but in his Epistles. How clearly does the exhortation given, 
1 Thess. V. 27, with all due emphasis, reproduce the views of a 
time which regarded the apostle's letters no longer as the natural . 
channels of spiritual intercourse, but as sacred objects to which the 
proper reverence was to be shown by forming as minute as possible 
an acquaintance with their contents, especially through public 
reading of them. In this way the custom arose of reading those 
Epistles, and others deemed important, before the congregation. 
But how could the apostle himself have thought it necessary 
formally to adjure .the Church to which his Epistles were ad- 
dressed, not to leave them unread ? That could be done only by 
an author who was not writing in the living pressure of the 
circumstances of which he treated, but transporting himself while 
writing into an imagined situation, and who wished to vindicate 
for his own pretended apostolic Epistles the consideration with, 
which the original apostolic Epistles had become invested by the 
growth of custom. 

The accustomed apologetic method will doubtless bring up one 
objection and another to the arguments I have here advanced. 
Yet if they be fairly weighed in their whole connexion, they can 
scarcely produce any other impression than this : that both the 
Epistles are entirely destitute of marks of original Pauline author- 
ship. Their character is best explained on the hypothesis that 
they are letters formed on the Pauline model, in order to impress 
upon the Christian consciousness an idea for which the passage 
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1 Cor. XV. 51 seemed to afiford good grounds for claiming the 
apostle's authority, — the idea of the par(msia, with the definitions 
and modifications which the time seemed to require.^ 

^ The above discussion has been printed, without alteration, from the first 
edition. If the author had reached this point in his revision of the work, he 
would have remodeUed this chapter, and, for one thing, have incorporated in it 
the substance of his treatise " die beiden Briefe an die Thessalonicher, u,s.w." 
(Th. Jahrb. xiv. 1866, p. 141). I, of course, have not felt myself warranted to 
introduce this change, but as that treatise not only contains valuable investiga- 
tions, especially with regard to the second Epistle, but also advances a different 
view from the above of the relation of the two Epistles to each other, I have 
printed it in the Appendix to this volume. 
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EIGHTH CHAPTER 

THE PASTORAL EPISTLEa 

EvEK at the present stage of the criticism of the Pauline Epistles^ 
the Pastoral ones stand distinctly marked off from the class we 
have been considering, as a set of deutero-Pauline writings, doubts 
of whose authenticity are generally recognised as reasonable. The 
suspicion which Schleiermacher first conceived with respect to the 
First Epistle to Timothy has since then struck deep roots in the 
soil from which the three Epistles sprang ; so that we need no 
longer fear any very decided reclamation when we appeal to those 
three Epistles in proof of the fact that there are forged Pauline 
letters in our canon. The more carefully and impartially these 
writings are examined, critically and exegetically, the less will it 
be possible to doubt their late origin. One critic and interpreter, 
the competency of whose judgment cannot be denied, has already 
declared, as the result of repeated examinations and of exegetical 
treatment in which no point was left untouched, that the verdict 
that they are spurious is the only possible one for him, and, he 
believes, for any one who does not close his eyes.^ As this simply 
confirms the conclusions which I reached some time ago, and 
published in a work devoted to the subject, dealing especially with 

^ De Wette : Eurze Erkl der Briefe an Titus, Tim., imd die Hebr. 1844, Yorr. 
8. vi. Gredner (das N. T. nach Zweck, XJrspruDg, Inhalt fUr denkende Leser der 
Bibel, 1841-43) has also, Th. ii. S. 96 «g., renouDced his previous eclectic opinion, 
and declared unconditionally his belief that the three Epistles are spurious. 
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these Epistles,^ and as I still adhere to the view developed in that 
work, I need not now do more than indicate the point at which 
that view strikes in npon our present discussion. I will, therefore, 
content myself here with briefly mentioning the chief considera- 
tions on which the judgment of criticism respecting these Epistles 
rests, so far as it is already established. 

To one seeking to form a correct judgment of the nature of the 
Pastoral Epistles, a main question for investigation must be found 
in the heretics who are mentioned here as playing a considerable 
part in the world. In the work I have mentioned, I was the first 
to assert, and to give evidence for the assertion, that in these here- 
tics we recognise throughout the familiar features of Gnosticism ; 
and nothing of importance has since been urged against this view. 
It is no arbitrary theory, but the nature of the case, that shuts lis 
up to this one conclusion, that these heretics can belong to no other 
schooL What the latest defender of the genuineness of the Pastoral 
Epistles^ urges against this conclusion, is nothing more than this : 
that "at the period from which the Pastoral Epistles spring, the 
higher spirits are not yet developed and arranged into systems, that 
they appear as mere loose formless existences, and that, though 
they contain the elements or bases for more developed growths, yet 
what they want is just that form which, as members of the Gnostic 
systems, they possess." But how unnatural is the assumption that 
if the author of the Pastoral Epistles wished to Controvert the Gnos- 
tics, he would himself have described their systems ; and how un- 
fair and absurd is the demand made on those who seek to prove 
that those Gnostic-looking representations actually belong to Gnosis ! 
If the true state of aflfairs is really to be acknowledged, two 
things must first of all be allowed : first, that there may have been 
Gnostic systems in existence at the time, which may possibly be 
referred to here, even though the writer of the Epistles does not set 

^ Die sogeoannten Pastoralbriefe des Apostels Paulus, 1835. 

' Matthies, Erkl&ruDg der Pastoralbriefe mit besonderer Beziehung aiif 
Anthentie nnd Ort und Zeit der Abfassung derselben, 1840, S. 165. Compare 
iny review of this work in the Jahrb. fUr wissensdu Kritik, 1841, Jan. Nr. 12 f. 
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forth the heresies which he is combating in their systematic form, 
but only characterizes them in general terms ; and then, that the 
task of historical criticism is to make combinations on the grounds 
of probability, and thus to arrive at the actual state of the case. 
If these two things be allowed, then we have simply to determine 
whether the features of the doctrine controverted in these Epistles 
warrant us, from what we can understand of them, to assume that 
it is no other doctrine than the Gnosis known to us in history. 
That this conclusion is warranted, De Wette now* allows -^ he only 
does not take the further step with me, that the Gnostics attacked 
here axe the Marcionites in particular. And yet in the face of 
such clear indications of the Marcionite doctrine, as we have 1 Tim. 
vL 20, this conclusion ought not to offer any great difficulty ; if the 
apostolic origin of the Epistles is fairly given up, thenhalf-a-century 
backwards or forwards in the date of their origin cannot so much 
matter, at least where, as is here the case, no further reasons can 
be adduced against a later date. This late origin of the Pastoral 
Epistles has a further point in its favour, which is not noticed in 
my work on those Epistles, but of which I spoke later in another 
place.^ 

The passage quoted by Eusebius, EccL Hist iii 32, from the 
historical work of Hegesippus, is an important one fbr the criticism 
of the Pastoral Epistles, especially of 1 Tim. Hegesippus says 
here distinctly, in speaking of the origin of the heresies and of their 
entrance into the Church, till then pure and immaculate, that only 
when the choir of the apostles became extinct did the '^^Ba>wfio<: 
yvS><n<: boldly lift up its head. Now how could Hegesippus have 
said this, if the apostle Paul, as author of the pq^toral Epistles, 
had mentioned this ylrevSfow/io^ yv&at^ hj the same name as a 
phenomenon existing, at his time? We might suppose that 
Hegesippus happened not to know of 1 Tim, as a Pauline Epistle ; 
yet the fact that there had been at that earlier period a Gnosis 

' Op, cU, p. 119 «g., cf. p. 117. 

2 In the essay on the origin of the episcopate, which may be consulted on this 
whole subject, Tub. Zeitschr. fUp TheoL 1838, 3. H. S. 27 f. 
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falsely so called, could not possibly have escaped him. This piece 
of evidence speaks with all possible distinctness against the apo- 
stolic authorship of our Epistles, and the passage from which it is 
taken is the more remarkable, that in other points also it betrays 
an affinity with our Epistles which cannot be altogether the result 
of chance. Not only is the peculiar phrase '^€uBoiiw/jLo<; juSxri^ 
found there as well as here, but the phrase erepoSiBaa-KaKelp 
(with which Schleiermacher was so- much struck, and which seemed 
to him to imply the existence at that time of the word erepoBtBda-Ka- 
\o9, a word which, he thought, did not occur) ^ finds its parallel in 
the term irepoBiScuTKaXoc which Hegesippus (in he, cit.) applies 
to those heretics. Again, Hegesippus speaks of a vyirj^: xavcDv tov 
aayrrjplov /crjpuyfiaTo^y and in the same way the phrase vyiaivova-a 
BiZaaKokia is used of sound doctrine, 1 Tim. i 10, and elsewhere. 
There are only two possible explanations of this : that Hegesippus 
had our Epistle before him, or the writer of our Epistle the work of 
Hegesippus. But Hegesippus can scarcely, considering his Ebionite 
views, have dr&wn from an Epistle supposed to be by Paul ; and 
thus we are shut up to the latter alternative which is in itself the 
more probable of the two. Thus the origin of 1 Timothy at least 
belongs to the period of the Marcionit^ Gnosis. Hegesippus^ enu- 
merates Maxcionites, Garpocratians, Yalentinians, Basilidians, Satr 
uminians, as sects who, with Simon Magus at their head, and 
springing fjx)m the seven Jewish heresies (it agrees very well with 
this that the heretics of the Pastoral Epistles are characterized in 
part as judaizers), as '^^evBo^ioToi, '^^evSoTrpoifniTai, '^evBaTro- 
oToKoi, efiipurav ttju &<o<rLv rfj^ eKKKfjala^ (f)0opifi€uoc^ Xrfyo^, or 
as it is expressed before, axoaU fiaTaiai<;. This agrees with the ef- 
erpdinjaav ew fiaraidKoyiav of 1 Tim. i. 6. How then can it be 
thought so improbable that the Marcionite is one of the Gnostic 
doctrines attacked in these Epistles ? 

A second point in the criticism of the Pastoral Epistles, and one 
of no less importance than that just spoken of, is the reference 

^ Sendsclireiben Uber den sogenannten enten Brief dee Paulus au Timotb., 
p. 29. « Eusebius, Eccl. Hiat., iv. 22. 
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they contain to the government and the external institutions of the 
church. This second point is intimately connected with the firsts 
The Gnostics, as the first heretics properly so called, gave the first 
occasion for the episcopal constitution of the church. Now, if 
there were heretics of the same stamp in the age of the apostle 
Paul, then it was quite natural and proper that the importance of 
a well-defined constitution for the Christian church should have 
been urged at that earlier period. If, however, it appear unlikely 
that there were such heretics at that time, then this also must 
appear unlikely ; then these ecclesiastical arrangements will be 
devoid of any historical occasion or connexion. And if the 
mention of such things in a Pauline Epistle be in itself a curious 
and suspicious circumstance, then the argument it furnishes against 
the authenticity of the Pastoral Epistles is all the stronger. In any 
case it must appear very remarkable that only in these Epistles do 
we find the apostle Paul insisting with such serious emphasis on 
ecclesiastical institutions. In those Epistles which supply us with 
the surest standard of his principles, he never betrays the 
slightest interest in such things, not even when they might be 
thought to lie directly in his way, as in his dealings with a church 
like that of Corinth. And this want of interest in such things is 
not merely accidental ; it is founded deep in the whole spirit and 
character of Pauline Christianity, so that we may not without 
substantial reasons make him the author and supporter of institu- 
tions which were not long in showing how closely they were akin 
to the hierarchical spirit of Judaism. This feature in the pastoral 
Epistles is so peculiar, that those who defend their genuineness 
have felt themselves compelled to seek for special motives, which 
may have led the apostle to impart such pastoral instruction in 
this instance. It must have been, it is alleged, very necessary 
and very beneficial for these churches, that the greatest attention 
should be bestowed on organization ; and it was very fitting that 
this should be done in private letters, such as these, addressed to 
men who were functionaries in the church and associates of the 
apostle. But it is not proved that in this case there was any 
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such special need ; and this explanation is bound up with 
hypotheses which stand themselves in need of proof. The con- 
sideration that, as private letters, these Epistles afforded peculiar 
opportunities for imparting such instruction can weigh for nothing, 
if we reflect that the form of the writing would not determine the 
object, but, on the contrary, the object the form.* 

A further point in the criticism of the pastoral Epistles is that it 
is impossible to find a suitable place for the composition of them 
in the apostle's history as we know it. The latest attempt, that 
made by Matthies, furnishes an additional proof of this assertion. 
The Epistle to Titus is said to have been written during the 

1 One of the most deciBiTe proo& of later origin is the ecclesiastical institution 
of widows, spoken of 1 Tim. v. 3. This passage is still misunderstood. The 
explanation given by Matthies is quite beside the mark. De Wette (Preface, p. 
vi) thinks he has cleared up the whole difSculty. But the passage can never 
appear in a dear light so long as the expression XOP^ ^ ^^^ taken in the sense 
which I have shown to be the ecclesiastical one (cf. especially Ignat. Ep. ad 
Smym., c. 13). If the XVP^ ^^* 1 ^ '^^ ^^> ^ actually bereaved persons, then ^ 
we are met by the great difficulty that the apostle gives two directly contradic- 
tory precepts about them. According to w. 11 and 14» the younger widows 
should marry again ; and, according to ver. 9, a second marriage is to exclude them, 
should they become widows again, from the viduaius of the Church. De Wette 
says the distinction was a rare one, to which many did not aspire, and that the 
author set u}) the regulation, ver. 9, only out of respect for the custom of the 
church then subsisting ; but this is very sux>erficial. How can it be thought that 
a writer who gives such precepts would deal so loosely with second marriage, a 
thing so repugnant to the sentiment of the time ? Not to insist upon the simple 
and unqualified yafulv, ver. 14^ the passage does not apply even to the younger 
widows, who alone would be spoken of here. If the XVP^ ^^' 1^» 1^> ^® widows 
proper, then these younger widows, as distinguished from the older, ver. 9, must 
include all under the age of sixty. But how can such persons be meant in the 
general directions? yv. 11, 14. The whole passage applies, it is evident, only to 
younger females ; and the sense becomes still clearer if we do not, as is generally 
done, take v€W€pas XVP*^ together, but take v€taT€pas as subject, and xnp^^ ^ 
predicate, and irapcurov as a negative of iearciXcye(r^. The words then'bear the 
plain and natural meaning : Do not admit young persons of the female sex into 
the catalogue of the xrjpcut for they are at an age when they cannot be trusted ; 
for if they feel the sexual impulse, which is incompatible with faithfulness to 
Christ, they will marry. And if it thus appears that the passage can be satis- 
factorily explained only out of the ecclesiastical vocabulary of the second century, 
this is the clearest possible proof that the Epistle cannot belong to the apostolic 
age^ when the church had no special order of the kind« 
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apostle's three months' residence in Greece before his return to 
Jerusalem, Acts xx. 2. There was also, it is said, plenty of time 
during this period for a journey to Crete. He made this journey 
with litus for his companion, laid the foxmdation of the church 
there, then left Titus behind to take charge of further arrange- 
ments for the cause of the Gospel, and then wrote this letter to 
him,^ — ^wrote to him in fact, what he could have said just before 
by word of mouth, and that much better. The result of this 
author's investigation regarding 1 Tim. is that shortly before Paul 
began his return journey firam Achaia to Jerusalem, he sent Timothy 
before him to Ephesus with verbal messages (the passage 1 Tim. 
i 3 is interpreted thus, though its natui^ meaning is entirely 
different, in order to harmonize it with Acts xx. 4) ; that he 
thought of going there himself, but did not know positively if he 
would do so, and that, a good opportunity presenting itself, he 
wrote this Epistle to Timothy from some place in Achaia or 
Macedonia, in order to give him some instructions that might be 
of use to him in the meantime.^ But this account of the matter 
is full of contradictions. In the Acts Timothy accompanies 
the apostle on the journey through Macedonia to Troas, and 
presumably to Ephesus also ; and 1 Tim. makes Timothy remain 
at Ephesus, when the apostle, after spending nearly three 
years in that city, leaves it for Macedonia; the apostle then 
writes this Epistle to him immediately after his departure, with a 
view to a complete ecclesiastical organization, and this while in- 
tending shortly to return there. What a mass of improbability 
is this ! How plainly do we see that the apostle's departure and 
Timothy's remaining are arranged in this way simply to find an 
occasion for the Epistle ! In a word, the Epistle is, as De Wette 
also judges, historically incomprehensible. And these Epistles 
are all alike in this. At whatever point a new attempt is made 
to rescue them, the proofs which are set up at once break down. 
In the great sea of possibilities, it may perchance be possible to 
find a calm spot for the Epistle to Titus and the second to Timothy 

1 Matthies, Comm., p. 194. ^ Op, cU,, p. 486. 
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(though in the case of the latter, the second Eoman captivity is 
incapable of proof, and quite improbable, and is thus a sufiBciently 
. decisive piece of evidence) ; but their entire similarity to, and 
their intimate connexion with the first to Timothy — this is, and 
wiUbe, the chief betrayer of the false fraternity — involves them 
all alike in the same condemnation. 

In addition to all this, a close inspection reveals to us much that 
is peculiar and un-Pauline in their language, and in many of their 
conceptions and views.^ In this particular also the three Epistles 
Are so much alike that none of them can be separated from the 
others, and from this circumstance the identity of their authorship 
may be confidently inferred, 

^ Compare' on this subject De Wette^s Kurze Erkl&rang, p. 118 «g^. 
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NINTH CHAPTER 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE SHORTER PAULINE EHSTLES. 

From the foregoing investigation I think every unprejudiced 
Student will be led almost irresistibly to conclude that each of the 
shorter Pauline Epistles, regarded separately, presents more or less 
formidable critical difficulties, and that there are some of them 
which it is scarcely possible to regard as anthentia If we take a 
general view of all these Epistles together, the verdict to be passed 
on them^ as compared with the Epistles universally acknowledged 
authentic, can scarcely be in their favour. The comparison reveals 
at once how far they stand below the originality, the wealth of 
thought, and the whole spiritual substance and value of those other 
Epistles. They are characterized by a certain meagreness of 
contents, by colourlessness of treatment, by absence of motive and 
connexion, by monotony, by repetition, by dependence, partly on 
each other, and partiy on the Epistles of the first class, which are 
often referred to in a style evidentiy not that of a writer at first 
hand. It is not the object of any of those Epistles, as of the 
principal ones of Paul, to develop fully some one peculiarly and 
essentially Pauline idea ; even the higher Christological idea which 
distinguishes the Epistles to the Ephesians, Colossians, and 
Philippians, has no intimate relation with the Pauline system ; on 
the contrary, it is foreign to that system* The general character 
of these Epistles is, we may say, a certain smoothing of the specific 
Pauline doctrine with a dominant practical tendency. This may 
be recognised in the frequent recommendation of good works, and 
in the instructions and admonitions regarding the Christian 
behaviour, the a{/a>9 irepinrarelv rrjf; Kkria-etni^i irepLirareiv ei/ epyoi^ 
ar^aOoh (Eph. ii 10 ; iv. 1)* It is clear that the point of view 
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from which these letters are written is not that of one seeking to 
make good, and to develop a general principle which has still to 
vindicate itself, and on which the Christian consciousness and life 
are to be formed ; but rather that of one applying the contents of 
Christian doctrine *to practical life with its various circumstances. 
Very striking and significant is the diflference between these later 
Epistles and the older ones, in all that belongs to the peculiar plan 
and composition of a Pauline Epistle. The authentic Pauline 
Epistles have a true organic development ; they proceed from one 
root idea which penetrates the whole contents of the Epistle from 
the very beginning, and binds all the difierent parts of it to an 
inner tmity, through the deeper relations in which it holds them, 
even though they appear at first sight to be only outwardly con- 
nected. They are founded in one creative thought, which deter- 
mines not merely the contents of the Epistle, but its whole form 
and structure. Hence they exhibit a genuine dialectic movement, 
in which the thought possesses sufi&cient inherent force to originate 
all the stages of its development, and to advance &om stage to 
stage in accordance with their inner connexion with each other. 
Especially does this merit distinguish the greater Epistles of the 
apostle, that to the Bomans, and the first to the Corinthians. It 
would be a great mistake to think, of these Epistles, that the order 
in which they deal with the various matters contained in them, 
and pass from one subject to another, is merely fortuitous. The 
-only way to grasp the whole contents of such an Epistle is to 
place one's-self within that one idea, from which, as the centre, 
each single part is assigned its place in the connexion of the 
whole ; and this immanent movement of thought may be traced in 
each important section of those Epistles. Eemark, for example, 
how methodically the apostle goes to work with the instruction he 
has to give about speaking with tongues (1 Cor. xii. 14) ; how he 
discusses the matter in all its various aspects ; how what is said 
about love (chap, xiii.) is an essential element in helping his 
argument forward ; and how he makes the thought with which 
he is chiefiy concerned pass through the necessary stages of its 
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evolution in their order. In the shorter Epistle to the Galatiana 
we find the same ; the rapid movement which brings the apostle 
at once to speak of himself and his own personal concerns does 
not come merely from the passionate warmth with which he 
speaks ; it is the immediate grasp of the subject of his Epistle at 
that point at which it presents itself to him in aU its line* of in- 
fluence at once. He who has recognised this depth of conception 
from which each genuine Epistle of Paul proceeded, this metho- 
dical development and dialectical process, as the characteristic 
distinction of these Epistles, will be prepared to admit how little 
of aU this there is to be found in the smaller Epistles. Here the 
authors move forward not without visible effort ; they draw out 
one and the same thought with laboured expansion and manifold 
repetition; the contents of their Epistles consist more of piece 
added to piece externally, than of any one subject developing 
naturally under their hands; If these Epistles were genuine 
productions of the apostle, why should they thus belie their 
Pauline origin ; how is it that none of them bears the features of 
that origin with any distinctness? Even the Epistle to the 
Oolossians, which might in many respects be best qualifi,ed to put 
forth such a claim, can make no pretence to equality with the 
older Epistles in these particulars. 

Such is the position of these Epistles in respect of their inward 
character ; and in respect of the outward historical circumstanced 
by which their origin is to be explained, the difference is equally 
tstriking. The older Epistles rest, with regard to their occasion 
and drift, on the whole historical connexion of circumstances to 
which they belong, in such a way that everything fits in perfectly ; 
their roots are native to the soil of the time in which they arose, 
and we cannot have the least doubt as to their historical position 
and reference. How little this is the case with the later Epistles 
has already been shown ; how uncertain and indefinite they are in 
nearly all their historical bearings, and by what feeble threads 
they are connected with the chief features of the apostle's life. 
The most of these Epistles presume to have been written during 
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the Eomiah captivity, but we nowhere find any pressing reason why 
they should have been written during that period (and if the apostle 
'had been so fertile in correspondence, he might have written such 
letters as well during his two years' imprisonment at Cesarea, as 
Jias been surmised not without reason, and yet quite iiiciDrrectly), 
or any clear account of his personal condition at the time. If the 
apostle was to be made the author of other letters after the true 
tines, the Roman captivity certainly presented itself as a very 
suitable situation for that purposa During the considerable 
period over which it seems to have extended, it might well be 
4ihought that he had ample leisure to write letters. Then when 
ihia situation had been used to a considerable extent, the letters 
ascribed to him were dated also from an earlier period, as we see 
in the case of the two Epistles to Timothy ; the first of these, 
which is manifestly.of later composition, dates, not like the second, 
from the imprisoDment, but before it ; and the two Thessalonian 
letters are probably lat6r than Ephesians,Colossians,and Philippians. 

The nature of the case may explain why we have not spoken 
hitherto of the external testimony to these Epistles, and why we 
merely touch upon it now. Teistimonies to these Epistles, such at 
least as are deserving of any confidence, do not exist In this 
respect also they are inferior to the older Epistles, which have at 
least tba early testimony of the Eoman Clemens. Evidences to the 
existence alid the apostolic origin of these Epistles date only from 
the time of Irenseus, Tertullian, and Clemens of Alexandria, that 
is, from a period in which it is quite conceivable that post- 
apostolic Epistles, even though produced far on in the second 
century, could have come to count as genuine works of the apostla 

What gives these Epistles their claim to the name of the 
apostle is simply the circumstance that they profess to be Pauline, 
and make the apostle speak as their author. But if even one of 
them be unable to make good its apostolic name, and with regard 
to 1 Tim. this can scarcely be denied, then we see at once how 
little that circumstance can prove of itself ; it must then be ad- 
mitted that what ha!s happened in one case may have happened 
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equally in several others. The great and prominent spirits of the 
ancient world count this among the proofs of their greatness and 
importance, and of the power with which they dominated the 
whole consciousness of their time, that whatever was thought in 
their spirit was, as a matter of course, invested, when published, 
with their name. The continued working of their overshadowing 
personality manifests itself in this, that even after their death 
they are made to speak and write as they spoke and wrote in their 
lifetime. Thus there are pseudo-Pauline letters, just as there are 
not only Platonic but pseudo-Platonic dialogues, and the form in 
which a new body of philosophical or religious thought was ex- 
pounded seemed so much a part of the thought itself, that in order 
to reach the original stand-point of the thinker, it was held neces- 
sary to employ his forms of thinking. A Paulinist who wished to 
write in the sense of Paul had to employ the Pauline epistolary 
form, as a Platonist held that he must not make use of his mastered 
dialogue-form without thinking himself into the spirit and per- 
sonaUty of Plato as he wrote. From the unity of the form and 
contents of such modes of composition, it wa^ thought that they 
could not be severed from the names of their originators ; their 
imitators felt bound to write in their names. Viewed in this light, 
a Pauline Epistle is, equally with a Platonic dialogue, a classical 
form of representation, to the original type of which one sought, 
therefore, to be faithful as far as possible. Both these forms, 
indeed, arose in the same way, out of a definite circle of peculiar 
circumstances, in which a new form of consciousness had prepared 
for itself its outward shape by its own creative power. It is 
therefore a true observation which has frequently been made, that 
the forging of such Epistles must not be judged according to the 
modern standard of literary honesty, but according to the spirit of 
antiquity, which attached no such definite value as we do to 
literary property, and regarded the thing much more than the 
person.^ There is therefore no reason to think here of deception 

^ Be Wette, Knrze £rkL der Briefe an Titos, cL8.w., S. 122 i CL Sohleier. 
macher, Der chr. GL ii 372 t 
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or wilful forgery ; yet even if it be asserted that the matter is not 
intelligible except on this hypothesis, that cannot be maintained 
as an argument against its possibility and likelihood. 

The Epistles which thus carry us beyond the age of the apostle, 
and, as their contents for the most part clearly show, to a later set 
of circumstances, come under the same category with the legends 
of the apostle's last fortunes. . They belong, not to the biography 
of the apostle himself, but to the history of the party which used 
his name, and to their party circumstances. How Paulinism was 
developed, what modifications it admitted, with what antagonisms 
it had to contend, what influence it exerted in moulding the 
features of the time, from the varied elements of which the unity 
of the Christian church was to emerge, this is what we find in 
these Epistles, It may be ground for regret that we cannot see in 
them genuine products of the apostle's genius, or sources for 
history of the same importance as attaches to his undisputed 
Epistles (and yet in no case could they be placed on a level with 
these; their intrinsic value and the nature of their contents 
remain just the same, whether they be apostolic or not). But in 
the other scale we have to place this inmiense advantage, that these 
letters, as soon as they are critically examined, make it possible 
for us to obtain a somewhat clearer view of the circumstances of 
a period which is of such importance for the history of the de- 
velopment of early Christianity, If it be considered how meagre 
the materials are for the history of that period, and how valuable 
every new source that is opened up must be, what inducement can 
we have to maintain the apostolic character of letters, whose 
apostolic origin is surrounded by doubts which the ablest advocacy 
can never entirely overcome; and the attempt to dispel which 
presents to us, at the best, not the natural truth of history, but a 
confused web of artificial combinations ? It is out of place to 
speak of any real loss in a case where that is simply given back 
to historical truth which rightfully belonged to it from the 
begiiming. ^ 
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INTEODUCTIOK 

The sphere of our representation grows always more contracted 
as we approach the spiritual centre of the apostle's historical 
appearance and personality. It has been our task up to this 
point to detect the spurious elements both in the history of his 
life and work and in those Epistles which have reached us under 
his nama By this process we have sought to get at the true 
historical basis of his personality, and to confine it within those 
limits which he himself indicates to us in the true productions of 
his genius, and in the principles of action expressed in thenu 
Having laid this foundation, our task is now to separate the 
essential and universal from the less essential, the fortuitous, and 
that which has reference only to the special circumstances of his 
time. The substance and contents of Paul's Epistles consist in 
nothing but his peculiar system of doctrine ; and our task with 
regard to this is not only to impute to him nothing that is not 
really his, but also to seek to comprehend that which is essentially 
his, at the point from which it took its organic connexion and 
developed into a definite whole. 

The following discussion of the Pauline system differs in three 
points from the treatment which the subject has commonly 
received : — 

I. It foUows, of course, from our critical investigations, that our 
representation of the apostle's doctrine can be founded on the 
contents of those Epistles only which are to be regarded as indis- 
putably his. Whether the objections raised against the genuine- 
ness of the smaller Epistles be or be not well founded, at any 
rate till they are completely and manifestly refuted (and there is 
no great reason for expecting this), it is impossible to be certain 
that the use of these Epistles will not introduce features into our 
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view of the doctrine which will give it a physiognomy more or less 
diiSerent from what it had at first. A representation of the 
apostle's doctrine, which abstains completely from using these 
Epistles as materials, will, at the same time, yield a palpable proof 
how small their importance is in this respect, in comparison with 
the others, and how little their rejection will create any gap in 
the apostle's teaching. As his proper teaching is sharply defined 
and clearly recognised, we shall see distinctly how un-Panline the 
doctrine and statements of these Epistles are, throughout nearly their 
whole extent. Attention has already been drawn to this in the 
proper place in our critical discussions, and it is not necessary to 
compare further the two doctrines, or to insist on their divergences. 
II. The following representation seeks to avoid an error which 
has been made in the reconstruction of the Pauline system, by not 
clearly distinguishing, nor, in consequence, placing in their proper 
relation to each other, the two sides which ought to be dis- 
tinguished. A comparison of the views of Usteri,^ Neander,^ and 
Dahne,* will show at once how far they differ from each other in 
the position they give to the different doctrines, and in the con- 
struction of the whola Usteri divides his treatment of the subject 
into two parts of unequal extent, the first dealing with the ante- 
Christian, and the second with the Christian period. The ante- 
Christian period embraces both Judaism and heathenism, both 
being comprehended in the conception of sin. The general ruin 
of the human race points backwards to that beginning from which 
the dominion of sin and death arose ; how this came about, how 
sin came to extend its power, the relation of sin and death to the 
law, the inadequacy of the law for justification and salvation, the 
end of the law, and the longing for redemption which was the result 
of the ante-Christian period, — all these points are considered here. 
In the second part, which deals with the provision for redemption 
made by God through Christ, the fitrst section deals with the 

^ Entwicklung des paulinischen Lehrbegriffs in Beinem Yerhftltniss zur bibli- 
8c}ien Dogmatik des N. T. 4th Edition 1832. 
• Planting and Training, etc., i. pp. 416-531. 
' Entwicklung des paulinischen Lehrbegriffs, 1835. 
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realization of redemption in the individual, while the second treats 
of Christians as a body, — the church of Christ. In passing to the 
second part, Usteri himself remarks, that the distinction here 
drawn between the life of the individual and the life of the body- 
is a relative one, which cannot be carried out strictly, because the 
one always passes over into the other ; he thus admits that his view 
and arrangement of the subject are unsatisfactory. The distinc- 
tion is a just one, and the reason why it cannot be carried out is, 
that it is made in the wrong place. If a distinction is to be 
maintained between the life of the individual and the life of the 
body, the former must not be subordinated to the latter as if it 
issued in it at one definite point; the two should be set over 
against each other as independent momenta. Again, the contrast 
between the ante-Christian and the Christian period may have 
been clear enough to the apostle's mind, yet it was only something 
secondary ; he had to start, in fact, from the individual life in order 
to obtain such a view of corporate life, of historical development, 
as should explain to him theoretically, looking at it historically, 
that which was the immediate result of his own most intimate 
experience. Thus what Usteri places first is not the first in fact, 
but presupposes something else. 

Equally mistaken again is the procedure of Neander and Dahne. 
Starting from the idea of vofio^ and SiKaioa-vvrf, and from the great 
proposition of the Pauline doctrine of justification that man 
requires for his salvation and justification by God out of grace, 
they subordinate the corporate to the individual life, and introduce, 
before the Pauline doctrine of justification, which moves entirely 
within the sphere of the individual life, has been developed in its 
connexion, propositions which belong to the sphere of the corporate 
life. Usteri's division is simply applied subjectively by Dahne, 
when he divides his subject into two sections : first, man needs for 
his salvation a justification before God through grace (and the 
guilt of Gentiles and Jews is spoken of in this connexion, there 
being no further review of the historical connexion of Heathenism 
and Judaism with Christianity) ; second, justification before God 
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through grace is oflfered to man in Christianity. I can discern 
no principle of division in the arrangement of Neander, which is 
as follows : First, the ideas of StKauxrvpri and vdfbo^:, the central 
point of the doctrine ; Second, the central point of the Pauline 
anthropology, human nature in opposition to the law ; sin, origin 
of sin and death, suppression by sin of the natural revelation of God, 
the state of disunion ; Third, preparations for redemption, Judaism 
and Heathenism ; Fourth, the work of redemption ; Fifth, the ap- 
propriation of salvation by faith, eta How can the development 
of the ideas BiKaioa-vprj and vojmo<: be separated from the apostle's 
doctrine of justification, and how one-sided is it to make Judaism 
and Heathenism follow the doctrine of sin as being a preparation 
for redemption, when Judaism and Heathenism are just the domain 
where the principle of sin and death has its supremacy ; and their 
relation to Christianity can only be defined by the opposition in 
which sin and grace, death and Ufe, law and faith, stand to each 
other ? For the same reason that they do not distinguish with suf- 
ficient accuracy the subjective and the objective sides, the repre- 
sentations of Neander and Dahne are deficient in this point also, 
that the religious historical position of Christianity in relation to 
Judaism and Heathenism is not specially considered. It is not possi- 
ble to maintain order, connexion, and unity in our view of the whole, 
and to give the respective doctrines their proper place, except in 
this way : that the apostle's doctrine of justification with all that 
belongs to it be recognised as constituting his representation of 
the subjective consciousness, and kept separate from his view of 
the objective relation in which Christianity, stands to Judaism and 
Heathenism in the religious development of mankind. The more 
this objective side is kept distinct from the other, the more clearly 
do we see what importance it also had for the apostla 

III. It is important to give more exact definitions, both gram- 
matical and logical, of the various conceptions on which the 
Pauline system is based, and to place them more precisely in the 
order of their arrangement than has been done in former treatments 
of this subject. 
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Note. 

In the following review of the Pauline doctrine, the author first 
discusses (Chap. I.) ** The principle of the Christian consciousness** as 
it is determined by Paul. He finds the peculiar feature of the 
principle to be its absoluteness ; namely, that the Christian has the 
Spirit in himself, and cannot therefore consider his salvation to be 
depending on anything outward; that he is conscious of his 
immediate union with God, of the identity of his spirit with the 
Spirit of God, of his own freedom and infinity. How the Christian 
arrives at this consciousness is explained by the apostle through 
his doctrine of justification ; and this doctrine is discussed here 
(Chap. II.) in its negative, and (Chap. IIL) in its positive aspect. 

Chap. II. develops the proposition that man does not become 
righteous through the works of the law, and that the reason of the 
incapacity is to be found in the crapf. 

Chap. III. shows that according to the apostle's teaching faith is 
the only way to justification ; but it is this only in virtue of its 
contents, as faith in the atoning death of Christ. Thus the author 
inquires here what significance the apostle discovered in the death 
of Jesus. He then goes into an examination of the idea of justifica- 
tion, the question being, How far man can become a hUaLo^; through 
faith in the death of Christ ? He proceeds to discuss the nature of that 
faith through which he acquires the righteousness, a main element 
of it being shown to be a real and living fellowship with Christ. 

Christianity having thus been considered as a subjective principle 
of life, the author turns (cf. p. 118) to the objective relation in 
which it stands towards Judaism and Heathenism. 

In Chap. IV. he speaks of " Christ as the foundation, and the 
principle of the Christian society," or what amounts to the same 
thing, the church as the <r&fia Xpurrov, and takes up in this 
connexion the Christian charisms, and Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper. 

In Chap. V. he deals with the relation of Christianity to Juda- 
ism and Heathenism. This relation is, broadly speaking, that of 
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opposition. Sinfulness is the character of the ante-Chnstian 
time, and accordingly Paul's doctrine of the origin and reign of sin 
has been kept for discussion at this point. Then his view of the 
law, his estimate of the Jewish religion, are taken up ; and lastly, 
his views on heathenism. 

In its relation to the preceding and subordinate forms of 
religion Christianity asserts itself as the absolute religion, and 
thus appears " as a new principle of the world's historical develop- 
ment." It is regarded from this point of view in Chap. VI., where 
we have a description of the PauUne doctrine of the first and the 
second Adam, and of the periods of the world inaugurated by each, 
which naturally introduces the Pauline eschatology. 

Hope has reference to this future, faith to the past ; and in its 
reference to the present, the Christian consciousness is love. Chap. 
VII. deals with " faith, love and hope, as the three momenta of the 
Christian consciousness." 

Chap. VIIL adds to the foregoing, in the form of an appendix, 
a " special discussion of certain dogmatic questions not involved 
in the main system," the successive sections of which deal with the 
following points : — 1. The nature of religion ; 2. The doctrine of 
God ; 3. The doctrine of Christ ; 4. The doctrine of angels and 
demons ; 5. The doctrine of the Divine predestination ; 6. The 
heavenly habitation of 2 Cor. v. 1. 

Chap. IX. is entitled, " On certain features of the apostle's 
character," and is an attempt to gather up the various traces of 
his character which are to be found in his writings, that we may 
thus form acquaintance with its most prominent features, though 
the data at our command do not carry us further. 

The author^s later discussion of the subject in his Vorlesungen 
liber Neutestamentliche Theologie (128-207) deviates considerably 
from this one not only in many points of detail, which I shaU 
notice in their place, but in the arrangement of the whole. The 
central point of the apostle's religious consciousness and of his 
doctrine is found in that work in the fact of his opposition on 
principle to the law, in the proposition, namely, that that which 
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Judaism is not able to effect is now effected by Christianity. 
This proposition, as is here remarked, was a natural and immediate 
corollary from the view the apostle had come to entertain of 
Jesus as a sacrifice. In demonstrating this proposition the apostle 
arrives at his peculiar doctrine of justification. Judaism and 
heathenism are comprehended in the common conception of 
religion; the task of both, which is indeed the ultimate object of 
all religion, is to bring man into union with God, — into that 
harmonious relation towards God with which God will be satisfied. 
Now, A priori, there appear to be two ways in which this may be 
accomplished ; the way of the fulfilling of the law, and the way of 
faith. The distinctive peculiarity of Judaism is that it adopts 
the first of these two ways ; Christianity, on the other hand, adopts 
the second. , The apostle's contention is, then, that man obtains 
SiKatoavinj not through works of the law, but through faith. The 
negative part of this assertion, the ov ScKatovrai €^ epycov vdfiov 
is treated first (p. 134 sqq.), and is provided with three proofs 
drawn from Paul's different arguments ; the purely empirical, 
Kom. i. 18-iiL 20 ; the religio-historical, provided by the contrast of 
the first and the second Adam, Kom. v. 12 sq. ; and the anthropolo- 
gical, consisting mainly of the apostle's doctrine of the aap^ and 
the vofio^ in their relation to sin (pp. 141-163). The positive 
p^ij of Paul's central doctrine, the assertion of justification by faith, 
is then taken up (pp. 163 sqq.) and looked at from the different 
points of view : (1.) of actual facts ; (2.) of anthropology ; (3.) of 
religious history. Under the first of these heads the author speaks 
of the significance of the death of Jesus regarded as an atonement ; 
under the second, of the real influence of that death as overcoming 
the aap^; and, under the third, of the Pauline view of the law as 
an essentially imperfect and transitory dispensation, meant only 
to prepare for the coming of the true religion. In pp. 174-182, he 
defines the notion of justifying faith, and the relation of faith and 
works ; p. 182 sqq,, he discusses the relation of faith to the freedom 
of man and the predestination of God; then p. 186, he comes to 
speak of Christ as the object of faith; p. 195, he enters on an 
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estimate of the importance Paul attributed to the death of Christ 
for the development of mankind, especially to his resurrection as 
the prototype of ours; p. 198, he takes up the doctrine of the 
influence the glorified Christ exerts upon the Church, of the 
church as the body of Christ, and of the sacraments ; 202 sj., 
eschatology ; and concludes, p. 205 f., with the apostle's definition 
of the idea of God. — Editor's Note. 
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THE PRINCIPLE OF THE CHRISTIAN CONSCIOUSNESS. 

In order to apprehend the principle of the Christian consciousness 
in all its depth and peculiarity, as it" existed in the view of the 
apostle, it is necessary for us to refer as far as possible to what was 
characteristic in the fact of his conversion. In proportion as this 
change, not less decisive than rapid and immediate, not merely from 
Judaism to Christianity, and from one form of religious conscious- 
ness to another, but also from one direction of life into the very 
opposite direction, was characteristic of the man, it reveals to us 
the power and significance which Christianity had for him. That 
the same man, who just before was persecuting Christianity with 
the most violent hatred, should come all at once to believe in him 
whose followers he had been seeking to destroy, and that in this 
faith he should become a totally dififerent man ; — what is this but 
a victory which Christianity owed to nothing but to the might of 
its own inherent truth ? Of all those who have been converted to 
faith in Christ, there is no one in whose case the Christian 
principle broke so absolutely and so immediately through every- 
thing opposed to it, and asserted so triumphantly its own absolute 
superiority, as in that of the apostle PauL First of all, then, the 
Christian principle has this peculiarity with him, that it declares 
itself in its absolute power and importance, and asserts itseK in its 
absoluteness, by overcoming all that conflicts with its supremacy. 
In the fresh consciousness of a stand-point, in the still recent 
attainment of which aU his strength and energy had been engaged, 
the apostle stands upon the absoluteness of his Christian position, 
and Christianity is thus to him the absolute power of the spiritual 
life forcing its way through and overcoming the most formidable 
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obstacles. The spiritual process he passed through in the act 
of his conversion is simply the key to the Christian principle 
as unfolded in his person. The absoluteness of the Christian 
principle consists, however, simply in this : that it is essentially 
identical with the person of Christ. The entire absolute 
importance of Christianity resides, in the apostle's view, in 
the person of Christ; hence it was in that person that the 
Christian principle came to his consciousness as that which it 
essentially is. This is what he asserts when he says of his con- 
version (Gal. i. 15, 16) that it pleased God, who separated him 
from his mother^s womb, and chose him for this particular destiny, 
and called him by his grace, to reveal his Son in him, that is, to 
disclose the person of Jesus (against whom he had hitherto acted 
such a hostile part, as not only not to recognise him as Messiah, but 
to behold in him merely a false Messiah, quite repugnant to the 
true idea of the Messiah), in his consciousness, through an inward 
act of the consciousness, as that which he really was, the Son of 
God. The expression " Son of God*' denotes the essential change 
which took place at his conversion in his view of the Messiah, and 
we must examine what this change was in order to appreciate its 
importance. It has already been remarked that up to that time the 
diflPerence between the believing and the unbelieving Jew consisted 
mainly in this, that the former regarded Jesus of Nazareth as the 
Messiah already actually come, as the same who was to appear as 
Messiah, according to the promises and prophecies of the Old 
Testament, and that notwithstanding that']iis whole appearance, and 
particularly the manner of his death, presented so great a contrast 
to all that the common imagination expected the Messiah to be 
and to do. The belief in the resurrection of Jesus did away with 
that contradiction, and thus the most essential element in the 
apostle's. conviction of the Messianic dignity of Jesus was, that he 
believed in him as the risen One (1 Cor. xv. 8). But the peculiar 
inward process through which the belief in Jesus, as the Messiah, 
had arisen in him, made his conception of the Son of God, which 
he now recognised Jesus as being, one of far wider meaning than 
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that of the other disciples. Por these latter the belief in the 
resurrection, which removed the offence of the death of Christ, 
meant simply that there was a prospect of a second appearance of 
the risen One, and that then all that had remained unaccomplished 
at the first coming would be realized (Acts iii 19 sq.). For the 
apostle Paul, on the contrary, the death of the Messiah was in 
itself simply inconceivable, except by such a revolution in his 
Messianic consciousness as could not but produce the greatest 
effect in his whole view of Christianity. Everything that was 
national and Jewish in the Messianic idea (and this had been 
modified in the consciousness of the other apostles only by their 
changing the form of it and referring it to the second coming of 
Jesus) was at once removed from the consciousness of our apostle 
by the one fact of the death of Jesus. ' With this death everything 
that the Messiah might have been as a Jewish Messiah disappeared ; 
through his death, Jesus, as the Messiah, had di^d to Judaism, had 
been removed beyond his national connexion with it, and placed 
in a freer, more universal, and purely spiritual sphere, where the 
absolute importance which Judaism had claimed till then was at 
once obliterated. It is of this complete reversal of his Messianic 
consciousness, brought about by contemplation of the death of 
Jesus, that the apostle speaks in a passage which is important in 
this connexion, and which finds an appropriate place here in the 
sense in which it was formerly explained, 2 Cor. v. 16. He says 
here, that since he began to live for Christ who died for him as 
for all, and who rose again, he knows no Christ Kara a-apxa any 
longer. This is equivalent to saying that from the moment when 
the full meaning of the death of Jesus burst upon him, he had 
renounced aU the limitations of his Jewish stand-point, and of the 
Jewish Messianic ideas. The Jewish Messiah was to ^im a 
Messiah after the flesh ; as a Messiah who had not passed through 
death, he was not free from the carnality which only death, as the 
destruction of the flesh, can put away. The apostle therefore saw 
in the death of Christ the purification of the Messianic idea from 
all the sensuous elements which cleaved to it in Judaism, and its 
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elevation to the truly spiritual consciousness where Christ comes 
to be recognised as (that which he was to the apostle) the absolute 
principle of the spiritual life. The absolute importance which the 
person of Christ has for the apostle is the absoluteness of the 
Christian principle itself ; the apostle feels that in his conception 
of the person of Christ he stands on a platform where he is in- 
finitely above Judaism, where he has passed far beyond all that is 
merely relative, limited, and finite in the Jewish religion, and has 
risen to the absolute religion. 

A further definition of the absoluteness of the principle of the 
Christian consciousness, as it is presented in the person of Christ 
himself, is this : that in this principle the apostle is conscious of the 
essential difference of the spirit from the flesh, of freedom from 
everything by which man is only outwardly affected, of the le* 
conciliation of man with God, and of man's union with God. It 
is the same absolute character of the Christian consciousness which 
finds its expression in aU these different relations. The term 
"spirit " is used by the apostle to denote the Christian consciousness. 
He asks the Galatians, who were wavering in their Christian faith 
(iii. 2), whether they had received the spirit by the works of the 
law, or by the faith that had been bom in them of the preaching 
they had heard ; and if it were not the height of folly, having begun 
with the spirit to end with the flesh, — to relapse from Christianity 
the spiritual to Judaism the fleshly and material. The apostle 
refers the Galatians here to an immediate and undeniable fact of 
their Christian consciousness ; this is thjit which declares itself 
most immediately in the Christian, which indeed constitutes his 
Christian consciousness itself, that he has within him the spirit, 
an essentially spiritual principle, which forbids him to regard 
anything merely outward, sensuous, material, as in any way a 
condition of his salvation ; that he is conscious of his immediate 
communion and union with God. It is as a purely spiritual principle 
that the Christian consciousness, inasmuch as it proceeds upon a 
faith which rests on certainty of the divine grace, is the consciousness 
of the sonship of God ; for all who are impelled by the spirit of God 
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are also sons of God ; they do not receive a spirit of bondage, 
which could only work fear, but a spirit of adoption in which they 
cry, Abba, Father ; the spirit itself witnesses with our spirit that 
we are children of God (Eom. viii. 14-16), i.e., since the irvevfia 
rjfi&v (ver. 16) is the same irvevfia which, according to GaL iii. 2, 
is itself one we have received, the spirit of God, as it is found 
expressed in our Christian consciousness, is at the same time so 
identical with the objective spirit^ of God (the spirit as the objective 
principle of the Christian consciousness), that this sonship of God 
rests on the testimony of both, and thus is no mere subjective 
assertion of our subjective Christian consciousness, but has, in the 
absolute seK-existent spirit of God himself, its objective reality 
and absolute certainty. This <r»jfifiafyrvpeiv of the avro to irvevfia 
with the irvevfia r)fiS>v, this identity of the spirit as it appears in 
us with the spirit as it is in God, is thus the highest expression 
for the absolute truth of that which the Christian consciousness 
asserts as its own immediate contents.^ 

The spirit, as principle of the Christian consciousness, is thus 
traced back to the objective spirit of God, and identified with it 
The apostle takes up the same absolute stand-point in the passage 

^ Geist an sich. 

^ Gal. iv. 6 is exactly parallel to Eom. viii. 14 ; in the former passage we read, 
Because (ort mast be taken in this sense) ye are sons, God has sent out the spirit 
of his Son into your hearts ; thus the sending of the spirit pre-supposes the vios 
elvai. This is to be explained simply by the relation of faith to the spirit, which 
is the principle of Christian consciousness. One becomes vi6s OcoO at once 
through faith, but this is a merely abstract relation, and the concrete contents 
which it must have in the living reality of consciousness come only through 
the spirit, which is nothing else but the very principle of the Christian conscious- 
ness. The apostle purposely writes: i^amareikev 6 0€6s t6 ttvcv/ui tov vlov 
avToVy ver. 6, to correspond to i^antorciXcp 6 Qebs rdv vIop avrov, ver. 4. What 
the first c^aTTooTcXXcti/ is objectively as an objective historical fact, the second is 
subjectively ; the sending of the Son becomes an inward experience, experimen- 
tally a fact of consciousness, only through the spirit, in which alone does objec- 
tive Christianity become subjective. This subjective stage is indicated by the 
apostle by the addition els ras Kapbias vfi&v ; and as this is merely the subjective 
experience corresponding to the fact expressed in that objective i^anoariWeip, 
he caUs the irvevfia here very appropriately the irvcvfia of the Son. The Christian 
consciousness, of which the spirit is the principle, is communicated by Christ 
himself, is Christ himself becoming inward. 
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1 Cor. ii 9 sq., where he expresses the infinity of the contents of 
his Christian consciousness in the words, " what no eye hath seen, 
no ear hath heard, what has entered into no heart of man, that has 
God prepared for those who love him. (The vlo\ Beov, Eom. viii 
14; GaL iv. 6.) But God hath revealed it to us by his spirit; 
for the spirit searcheth all things, even the deep things of God. 
As what is human is known only to the spirit of a man that is in 
him, so only the spirit of God knows what is divine. But we have 
not received the spirit of the world, but the spirit from God, that 
we might know that which is given us by God." The Christian 
consciousness is thus an essentially spiritual one; what speaks in 
it is the spirit, as the principle of it ; for the divine, which is the 
contents of the Christian consciousness, must be what only the 
spirit can know. For it is the spirit that searches all things, and 
all searching and knowing as such, the more therefore in proportion 
as its contents are the absolute, the divine, can only take place by 
means of the spirit. And this spirit which knows the divine is 
the spirit from God, not merely the spirit which God has com- 
municated, but as the spirit of the Christian consciousness, iden- 
tical with thB spirit of God himself, with that spirit, which, just 
as the human spirit is the principle of the human self-conscious- 
ness, is in God the principle of the divine self-consciousness. 
Thus in the unity of this spirit, the knowledge a man has of the 
contents of his Christian consciousness is the knowledge of God 
HimseK. In his Christian consciousness as an essentially spiritual 
one, the Christian knows himself to be identical with the spirit of 
God ; for only the spirit, the spirit of God, the absolute spirit, 
can know the divine contents of the Christian consciousness. On 
this high and absolute stand-point does the Christian stand in the 
contents of his Christian consciousness which God has revealed to 
him. It is a truly spiritual consciousness, a relation of spirit to 
spirit, where the absolute spirit of God, in becoming the principle 
of the Christian consciousness, opens itself up to the consciousness 
of man. 

Being in this sense spiritual, the Christian consciousness is also 
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absolutely free, absolved from all limits of finality, and imfolded to 
the full clearness of absolute self-consciousness. Now the Lord, 
says the apostle (2 Cor. iii. 17), the Lord as the contents and the 
principle of the Christian consciousness, is the spirit : but where 
the spirit of the Lord is, or the Lord as spirit, as principle of an 
essentially spiritual consciousness and life, there is liberty, — ^the 
liberty of self-consciousness. The apostle develops this idea in 
the passage we have named, in a connexion which asks for careful 
consideration. At the end of chapter ii. he was speaking joyously 
of the victorious issue of his apostolic activity, which the influence 
of his teaching seemed to render certain ; but in order to exclude 
everything subjective, as if he should praise himself, or ascribe too 
much to himself, he turns (chapter iii) to the seK-consciousness of 
the Corinthians themselves, which must attest the fruits of his 
activity, and where everything could be read as if in an Epistle. 
Here there is not merely something subjective, but something real 
and actual Here there is a result which cannot be denied ; yet 
even with regard to this work that he has wrought, the apostle is 
unwilling to dwell upon himself as the author of it. It is not he, 
who, as author, by his merely subjective activity, has brought this 
to pass ; it is his work only in so far as he is a houcovo^ Kaivrj^ 
iiaOr^icrfi. The personal is to be sunk entirely in the oflicial, and 
here the apostle takes occasion, as against his Judaizing opponents, 
to discuss the nature of the Kaani SiaOriKrf, and to show from it 
that the double dealing, reservation, and insincerity with which 
they charge him, are quite incompatible with the nature and prin- 
ciple of this SiaB-qKr), so that they cannot be the character of its 
ScaKovo^. As the principle of this SiaOvfcv is an absolute one, so 
the consciousness of a Biokovo^ of it cannot harbour any elements of 
disturbance or of restraint, or any limitation such as would destroy 
its absoluteness. The apostle shows that Christianity as the /cacvrj 
SiaOri/cff is the absolute religion in contrast to the old, by the an- 
tithesis, verse 6, in which he develops the difference between the 
old religion and the new. The new religion is not letter, such as 
the old BiaBrjKr) which was written upon tables of stone, but spirit, 

I 
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and so does not kill as the letter does, but makes alive. The 
apostle then argues from the glory on the face of Moses, as a 
symbol of the glory which even the old Suid-nKi] possessed, how 
greatly the glory of this SuiKovia rov irvevfiaro^ outshines all others. 
The Old Testament has indeed its own glory ; but if the two differ 
from each other, as letter does from spirit, and condemnation from 
justification, in the same proportion does the glory of the one differ 
from the glory of the other. Thus, so far as the glory of the old 
Sui0riK7) had a real existence, it was not permanent, verse 10, on 
account of the glory of the new Sia6ri/C7) which outshone it, for how 
could this be other than a far-exceeding glory (el yap, verse 11) ? 
If that which was finite and vanishing had its own glory, the glory 
of the abiding must be vastly greater. Since, then, he goes on, I 
have such hope that the glory of the new hiaOriicq is one which 
abides for the future, and will disclose itself more and more, I act 
quite freely and openly,^ and not like Moses, who put a veil on his 
face, to the effect that the Israelites did not see the end of that 
which came to an end according to its finite nature. As Moses, the 
apostle means, covered his shining countenance with a veil, the 
Israelites were unable to perceive how long the glory lasted which 
rested on his face, and which lasted only a certain time in each in- 
stance. This is the first reference of to reKo^ rov tcarapyovfievov ; 
but in this expression the apostle points further to the finiteness 
of the old dispensation, of which the periodical splendour of the face 
of Moses was a symbol The Israelites could not see the Bd^a rov 
irpoaayirov avrov, the xarapyovfievr), and so could not know whether 
or not it still continued ; and in the same way the Israelites are 
not now aware that a Bui6ti/cti, which was designed from the begin- 
ning to last only a certain time, has come to an end simply because 
the Kaivfj SuLdriKr) has appeared. What is characteristic of 
Mosaism is the opposite of that irapprja-ta spoken of, verse 12. This 

^ 7rappri<ria is here properly the freedom of self-consciousness, such as is pos- 
sible only from the Christian stand-point. As the principle of the Christian 
self -consciousness is the complete liberty of the spirit, nothing can remain before 
it concealed or confined, and thus all reserve and double-dealing is necessarily 
foreign to the Christian. It is clear that the apostle opposes this irappria-ia to 
his opponents* charges, as being the principle of his own conduct. 
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opposite is not, however, as the interpreters have incorrectly under- 
stood the passage, a tecte or even fraudtUeTUer agere on Moses' part, 
as if he had arranged intentionally to deceive the Israelites and to 
keep from them the true state of the casa Nor is it, as De Wette 
thinks, that he covered up the truth with symbols ; we must look 
on the matter from the stand-point of the Israelites in their posi- 
tion towards Moses, and then we shall see that the point is, that the 
finiteness of the old SuiO-qKr) was not recognised. That they had 
no idea of this finiteness, — ^this was the barrier in their conscious- 
ness, which, as long as it was unremoved, prevented them from 
being anything more than Jews. The step from Judaism to Chris- 
tianity could only be made by recognising that Judaism was merely 
a finite form. That the Jews did not recognise this, and that on 
this account their minds were sealed against Christianity, such was 
the KoKvfifia, the covering, the concealing veil which, as the apostle 
says still more plainly, verse 14, lay upon their consciousness as 
upon the face of Moses. They do not see the end ; their thoughts 
are become obtuse, for to this very day the same covering remains 
at the reading of the Old Testament, which, as long as it is not re- 
moved, prevents them from coming to perceive that the old SuiOi^Krj 
is at an end in Christ. Yes, to this very day a veil lies upon their 
hearts when Moses is read (and here, still more distinctly than in 
the foregoing, it is intimated in the words cttI rfj avayv^aei, that 
this KoKufifia is only subjective, and is to be accounted for, not by 
that which is read, by the writings of the Old Testament, by Moses 
himself, but only by the subjective condition of those who read and 
hear these writings) ; but when they turn to the Lord, the veil will 
be taken away ; and as soon as this takes place, everything that 
is needed will follow. The conversion to the Lord is the taking 
away of the veil, but the Lord whom one has after the veil is 
taken away is the spirit, and where the spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty. And hence he who stands on this platform and is a 
BidKovo<: of this hiaOriicq cannot but have that perfect freedom and 
unclouded seK-consciousness which sets him far above all that was 
limited, concealed, and finite, in the stand-point of the old iui0r^Kri, 
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And this, the apostle says, is true not only of me, the apostle, as the 
Buucovo^ of this BtaOri/erj : — it is true generally of us alL We have 
all of us in Christ the principle of spiritual freedom, of a conscious- 
ness released from all finite limits, from all dim and obstructing 
media. What Christ is to us objectively, as the object of our con- 
sciousness, as the 8o^a which we see before us as in a glass, he is to 
become to us subjectively ; that which is now objective is to become 
identical with ourselves by our being changed into the same image 
from glory to glory. This cannot but be the case, since the trans- 
formation proceeds from the Lord, whose whole essence is spirit. 

The essence and principle of Christianity is thus defined here as 
simply spirit, and in what sense it is such is very clearly apparent 
from all those contrasts between the old Butd-qxi] and the new. It 
is spirit, because in the consciousness of the man who stands upon 
this platform there is no barrier, no veil, nothing disturbing or ob- 
structing, nothing finite or transitory ; it is a consciousness clear 
and free within, and one with itself. Or the Lord is the spirit, 
for the principle of Christianity and of the Christian consciousness 
is, in one word, an absolute principle, in which everything else, as 
being merely relative and finite, naturally comes to an end. He 
who is at this stand-point is conscious of his freedom and of his 
own infinity ; he knows himself as the subject of all things, all 
things have their final reference to him, to his own self, which can 
never become a mere object for others ; everything is for him, for 
he is above aU. "All is yours," says the apostle (1 Cor. iii 21), 
in order to awaken in the Coiinthians a Christian self-regard 
which should make it impossible for them to surrender themselves 
to others, who would make them the mere puppets of their own 
sectarian egoism, "all is yours : whether Paul^ or Apollos, or Cephas, 
or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come ; 
all is yours ; and you are Christ's ; and Christ is God's." You then 
are the absolute subject, but only in that identity with Christ and 
God which is to the Christian the principle of his consciousness 
and of bis life. At this point of absolute self-consciousness, the 
whole view of the world which the Christian has is a different one 
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from that of other men, because he can look at things only from 
the point of view of the absolute idea, the consciousness of wl^ch 
has been engendered in him by Christianity. The apostle shows 
this in 1 Cor. i. 19, and iii 18. "If any man," he says in the 
latter passage, "thinks himseK wise in this world, let him become 
a fool, that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this world is folly 
before God." From the stand-point of the Christian consciousness, 
wisdom and folly change places. What is wisdom is in fact folly ; 
what is folly is in fact wisdom. So great is the difference and the 
contrast in which the divine in Christianity stands to all that is 
human. They are related to each other as finite and infinite, as 
relative and absolute. At the stand-point of one contemplating 
the absolute, everything that is not the absolute itself, everything 
finite, whatever importance it may seem to have when regarded by 
itself, can appear no otherwise but in its finiteness and nothingness; 
while, on the contrary, to him who lives only in the finite, and has 
never learned to direct himself towards the absolute, the absolute 
does not exist at all; it is a sphere entirely closed. to his 
consciousness; it is a thing altogether transcendent and incompre- 
hensible ; he can hold it for nothing but foolishness. This is the 
dif ference between the n svchical a nd the pneumatical man ; the 
psychical man does not receive into himself the spiritual, the divine, 
that which is the contents of the spiritual Christian consciousness, 
for to him it is foolishness; it transcends his consciousness, he can- 
not comprehend it, because^ it must be spiritually comprehended. 
The spiritual man, on the other hand, possesses the adequate form 
of comprehension for everything, but he himself is beyond the ade- 
quate comprehension of every one who is not himseK spiritual (1 Cor. 
ii. 14, 15). This is the absolute superiority of the stand-point of 
the Christian consciousness. He who occupies the absolute stand- 
point possesses in it the absolute standard for everything that is 
merely relative ; but he who holds to the relative, the finite, will 
always remain in an inadequate relation to the absolute. In all 
this we have the explanation which the apostle himself has given 
us of the principle of his Christian consciousness. 
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SECOND CHAPTER 

THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION. — (1.) IN ITS NEGATIVE ASPECT : 
o avdpoyiro^ ov Sc/caiovrai e^ epytov vofiov. 

The Christian consciousness is, in its principle, as we have 
shown, an essentially spiritual one ; the spirit which speaks in it 
is the spirit of God himself. Being a spiritual consciousness in 
this sense, it is further the consciousness of the sonship of God, 
of communion and union with God, of reconciliation with Him. 
Since, however, this reconciliation with God is, as the Christian 
idea of it implies, a thing that has had a beginning, the first question 
to be asked in order to a more definite understanding of the contents 
of the Christian consciousness is, how this reconciliation has been 
brought about. The answer to this question is found in the chief 
proposition of the Pauline doctrine, — that man is justified, not by 
works of the law, but by faith. In this antithesis of the BiKcuoawn} 
€^ cfyytov vofwv, and the Bixauxrvvrf €K irloTeea^ the apostle's 
doctrine moves through its essential momenta. In the conception 
BiKauxrvvT), it has its roots in the soil of the Jewish religion, to 
which that conception belongs ; but in the peculiar Christian con- 
ception of faith, it departs from that religion, and takes up an 
attitude of decided opposition to it. These two conceptions are 
what we have first of all to consider in seeking to develop the 
Pauline doctrine. 

In the idea of BiKaioavvT), Judaism and Christianity have their 
point of meeting, a fact which of itseK may show that the meaning 
of the term must be wider than the Jewish use of it, viz., righteous- 
ness as the statutory perfection of the citizen in the theocratic 
state, or, morality in its merely legal aspect. In the apostle Paul's 
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language hiKaLoa-vvq is a conception applicable to both Judaism 
and Christianity, and must thus have a higher and more general 
meaning ; righteousness is not here a term of a particular religion, 
but of a universal one. By the expression SiKauxrvvri, the apostle 
denotes that adequate relation towards God, to bring man into 
which is the highest task of religion. Eeligion is to make man 
blessed, to give him that ^yv, that jVo^, which is so closely related 
to SvKavoa-vvn]. Man can become blessed only by having in 
himself that which is the condition of blessedness, and the con- 
ception of Bvfcacoa-vvT) is in general just this moral conformation 
which is the condition of his blessedness, and therefore puts him 
in his right relation towards God. The expression denotes, broadly, 
the adequateness of the relation subsisting between God and man ; 
and since this adequateness can be realized only on the side of 
man, by man's having in himself what answers to the idea of God, 
the woid BcKauxrvvT] comes to have an almost entirely subjective 
meaning ; it signifies that condition of man which answers to the 
will of God, or his justification. Since however, this subjective 
element on man's side has a real meaning only in so far as it 
answers to something objective, the word SiKaioavvr) is used 
further in a more definite sense to express this objective relation. 
AoKaioavvT} is called hiKatoa-vvr) Qeov (Eom. i. 17, iii. 21, 22, x. 3, 
2 Cor. V. 21). The genitive ©eoO does not signify the originator, 
so that the Bcfcavoauvr) Oeov would be the BvKaLoavvrf which God 
gives ; if so, it would only refer to the SvKavoa-vvrj €k Tr/crreo)? ; it 
could not refer to hiKaioavvq generally (as in the passage Phil. iii. 
9, to which the interpreters who take Qeov in this sense appeal, it 
is yet only SoKauxrvvrj ck irla-Tea)^ which is SiKaioavprj ex Oeov), 
the Oeov can only be taken objectively ; the BcKatoa-vvrf Oeov is 
that huKaioavvr) which is occupied with God, which can take its 
direction only towards God, and can be determined only by the 
idea of God, by that which God essentially is, and sets up as the 
absolute standard. In so far it may be said that the BvKaLoavvrf 
Oeov is the righteousness which avails before God (compare with 
this, SiKaiovadat evoairvov Oeov, Bom. iii. 20 ; ZvKaLovcOai irapa Oe^, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



136 LIFE AND WOBK OF PAUL. [Part III. 

GaL iiL 11; hvKaiov etvat irapa r^ Oe^, Bom. iL 13) or the 
integritas quce Deo satisfacit, since wfiat is to avail before God, and 
to be acknowledged by him as adequate, can be nothing but what 
is founded in his own being, and has its absolute basis in him the 
absolute.^ This Sttcaooa-vvt) Oeov, then, is, generally speaking, the 
adequate relation founded in God's own nature, in which, as the 
idea of religion requires, man has to stand towards God. There 
are two forms in which this conception may be realized. It will 
be either ScKauxrvinj ef epyayv vo/jlov or SvKacoavvrj €k iriareo)^. Of 
the former, however, the apostle asserts that though it is theoreti- 
cally a possible form of the relation, yet it never exists in fact ; 
that man ov BiKavovrav i^ efyycov vofiov, that it is not possible in 

^ IJsteri (Entwicklung des Paalin. Lehrb., 4 Ausg. 89) explains biKaioavmi 
6coO incorrectly. He says : — ** The righteousness which man seeks to achieve for 
himself is called Idia (c/x^) diKawa-vvri, Rom. z. 3, Phil. iii. 9. The other 
righteousness is that which God imputes to men, which is given to men in the 
way which God has instituted, by his free gift. This righteousness is ov Kara 
' rit tpya fjfi&Vt but d<»p€av ;(apiri, Kara rhv avrov tXeov, and is therefore called 
diKcuoavPTj €K Gcov, Phil. iii. 9, or simply diKaioavmj Bcov, Kom. x. 3. The 
biKaio(rvvrj Beov being thus the righteousness (of men) which emanates from God, 
is also a manifestation of the divine nature (in men). And so the expression is 
used as indicating simply a divine attribute, to signify that God*s essence is both 
righteousness in itself, and the source of righteousness." 

The conception biKcuoavmi Qtov will not be properly understood unless we 
regard it as the general, which may appear in the form either of diKcuoavprf i^ 
€py<6v pofiovt which is theoreticaUy a possible form of the relation, or of bi,Kcu,o<rvvtj 
«K moTfas. The biKcuoavvrj is the general which is implied in these two par-* 
ticular forms of biKaioavpr), and in which these forms satisfy their own concep- 
tiouw But, not to insist on this, the biKaiotrvvrj Beov cannot possibly be taken as 
an attribute of God. God manifests his righteousness in it, it is true, but that 
implies that man has that which places him in an adequate relation towards God. 
It is this relation which is called biKcuoavvrj Gcoi). Now the diKaioavvrj €k ma-- 
T€<os is an act of grace and not of righteousness (justice), and righteousness is not 
the attribute that would be spoken of in the connexion. The author speaks some- 
what differently, Neutest. TheoL 134. The genitive Qeov might be taken as the 
genitive of the object : *' the biKcuoavvrj which is founded on the nature of God, 
or which avails before God ;" but the correct interpretation is to take it as the 
genitive of the subject, "the righteousness proceeding from God as its cause, or 
produced by God, i,e, the way in which God brings men into an adequate relation 
to himself, the way opened up by God for this purpose, or indeed, the new theory 
of justification which God has proclaimed." He therefore asserts that diKoioavvri 
Beov is not a general term, including both Judaism and Christianity, and to be 
divided into the two forms, the diKaioavvrj e^ epyav and that ck TriWcof. — Editor, 
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this way to obtain justification, salvation, life, and all that makes 
up man's highest welfare. This is the apostle's distinct and per- 
petually recurring assertion. We have now to examine more 
closely what this assertion implies and means. 

AiKaioavvrj ef epyrov vofwv is the Jewish form of the ZiKaio- 
a-vvrj Qeov, and is mediated by the law. The law is given to man 
simply that he should observe it and work it out in practice ; and 
thus, the law being given and known, the way in which man can 
set himseK in that adequate relation to God which answers to the 
idea of religion consists in that practical disposition which issues 
in active obedience, in keeping the commandments of the law. 
The law, the works of Which are the epya vdfwv, is the law of 
Moses, and thus it is only in the domain of the Jewish religion as 
the religion of the law that the SiKauxrvvrf ef epycov vofiov can be 
expected or attained. The moral law generally and the Mosaic 
law were not distinguished from each other in the apostle's view, 
since the Mosaic law in which God had declared his moral require- 
ments, was the most perfect expression of the moral law with 
which he was acquainted. Yet the heathen were not simply 
avofWL to him. What the law aims at in general is the epyd^eaOat 
TO a^adov, Eom. ii. 10. The law is first of all to bring home to 
man's consciousness the good which he is to realize practically. Now 
it cannot be denied that it is possible for the heathen also to do 
right, and therefore they must be supposed to have at least some- 
thing analogous to the law. When the Gentiles, the apostle says, 
ii 14, do by nature, without positive revelation, what the law 
commands, they are, without having any law, a law to themselves, 
whereby they practically prove that the essence of the law (this 
must be the sense of to cfyyov rov vofwv ; that which the law is 
abstractly, according to its fundamental contents, apart from the 
particular form in which it is expressed, as in the Old Testament ; 
the €pya vofiov in their unity) is written in their hearts, while 
their conscience bears witness at the same time with the thoughts 
which of themselves accuse and excuse each other. There is thus, 
as a standard of moral conduct, a natural law independent of all 
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positive revelation, manifesting itself in conscience, to the truth of 
which the conscience bears witness. Hence if it had been possible 
at all to obtain the Si/cauxruvrj &€ov through the epya vdfwv, this 
road was not quite closed against the heathen. In their case also it 
was possible to obtain by the ipyd^ecBca to cuyaOov that blessed- 
ness in which religion recognises the aim of man in his relations 
Godward. But the Soxaiovadai ef epyoov vdfwv is not possible at 
all ; there is no ZiKaboavvq ef epytav vdfwv, even where the law is 
declared with perfect clearness and impressiveness. On this 
negative proposition, first of all, the apostle's doctrine of justifica- 
tion is based, and we have only to inquire in what way he arrives 
at it What is the reason that no true Stfcaioavvrj Geov can be 
attained by any epya rov vdfiov whatever ; is the reason of this to 
be found in the law itself? We might almost be led to think so 
when we find the apostle saying, GaL iii 21, el 48d0r) vdfjLo<; 6 Zwdn 
fievo^ ^(ooTToirja'ao, ovt{0^ av eK vdfiov rfv ^ SiKauxrvvrj, If, that is 
to say, such a law were given in the Mosaic law as could itself 
give life or save, then righteousness would actually come by the 
law ; then it would be possible to be justified in the way of law, 
through works of law. But this is by no means the case ; on 
the way of the law no righteousness is to be obtained (cf. iii 10). 
Thus it is directly asserted here that the law ov Bvvarai ^woTrooTJ- 
aav ; but how can this be if it be promulgated by God, and given 
to men on purpose to ^ayoTroorja-ail Do we not read. Gal. iii. 12, 
O iroirjaa^ avra ^rjaerav €v aiToZ? ? Nor can the apostle find the 
reason of this ov BvvaaOav ^^tooiroieiv in the nature of the law itself, 
for he recognises fully that the nature of the law is in itself spiritual 
and good. OcSa/J^ev yap on 6 vdjw^ irvev/JMriKd^ iart^v, Eom. vii. 14 
(cf. ver. 12 : toare 6 fxev vdfiov ar/u)^, xat ri evToXri aryia /cac BcKaca 
Koi wya6ri). In any case, then, it was not the defectiveness or im- 
perfection of the law that produced the want, but on the contrary, 
the perfection of it, its spirituality, that it stands too far from him, 
and too high above him for man to be able to fulfil it. This may be 
regarded as a defect in the law, but, in order to decide how far the 
law itself is to blame, we must pass from the side of the law to the 
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side of man, and inquire into the nature of man in its relation to 
the law. This relation has already been suggested by the expres- 
sion used of the law, Eom. vii. 14, that it is irvevfiaTuco^. If 
man's nature were as spiritual as the law is spiritual, both would 
agree together, so that any contradiction between them would be 
out of the question. The spiritual purpose of the law would find 
itself naturally and completely fulfilled in the spiritual nature of 
man. But this harmony cannot take place, since man is not only 
spiritual, but carnaL In the flesh lies the reason why the i;o/lu)9 
is not Bvpdfi€vo<; ^(ooTrot^rja-ah as for its own part it might be. The 
apostle speaks. Bom. viii. 3, of the aZuvarov rov vofiov ev €o rjaOevev 
Sia T^9 aapKo^. The law's inability, as things are, to effect what 
for its own part it might have effected, is due to this, — that the 
flesh crippled its power, that the strength of the law was broken 
against the opposition which the flesh presented; and so it appeared 
in this case only in its weakness and inability. As man then is 
not only spirit, but, on one side of his nature at least, is flesh also, 
and as the law, which is spiritual in its nature, cannot effect what 
for its part it might have effected, what takes place in man when 
the law comes to him with its demands is just that opposition by 
which his whole nature is brought into conflict with itself, in which 
the flesh lusts against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh ; 
and as soon as the flesh obtains the mastery, aU those works appear 
which the apostle calls ra epya rfj^ aapKo^, GaL v. 19 sq. The aap^ 
is in one word the seat and organ of dfutprla, and the wages of sin 
is death, Eom. vi. 23, Where sin is, death is also, as, even in the 
first man, death came into the world along with sin, Eom. v. 12. 
How then can the law make alive, when man, following the im- 
pulses of his nature, and entangled in sin, which is the natural ope- 
ration of the flesh, falls at once and entirely under the power of 
death ? The law cannot but condemn what is opposite to the law 
in man, and so is worthy of condemnation. It must pronounce 
the verdict of death upon sin. Eegarded in this light, the law is 
simply the ypufM/m which kills, and its office is the Sui/covla t^9 
KaraKpiaeoD^, rov Oavdrov, 2 Cor. iii 6 sq. If, however, we are to 
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understand aright this opposition which the law, originally and 
naturally life-giving, finds in the flesh of man, we must not take up 
too narrow an idea of what is meant by the flesh. Man is flesh, 
not OHly on one side of his nature; regarded according to his 
natural constitution he is flesh altogether. The spirit, which is 
the opposite of the flesh,'has been imparted to man only through 
the grace that was given in Christ. Originally, then, he can have 
been nothing else but flesh. The flesh is therefore not merely the 
body with its bodily impulses, it is the sensuous principle which 
dominates the whole man in soul and body. Out of this arises 
sin in all the various aspects it assumes in human life, so that sin 
does not consist merely in the indulgence of bodily lusts and 
desires.^ In himself, as he is by nature, man is only aapKiico^ or 
'^^vj(vic6<; (hence Kara adpKa irepcTraTelv is, with our apostle, iden- 
tical with Kara avOpoyrrov irepiTraTeiv), he becomes Trvev/jLariKO^ 
when, through faith in the grace of God in Christ, he has received 
the spirit into himself as the principle of his Christian conscious- 
ness and life, cf. 1 Cor. ii. 14 ; iii. 1 sq. Thus it is very natural 
that while man has no epya vofwv to point to, but in place of these 
only ep7a a-apico^, there can be no ScKaiovaSav e^ epycov vdfiov. If 
the law be, as the apostle says, a v6/mo<; irvevfiaTiKo^, then the whole 
delation of the law to man must bring to light that state of contra- 
diction between spirit and flesh in which the law is nothing but 
the condemnation of d/jbaprla as the operation of the o-a/of, and can 
hold no other relation towards man but that of negation and hos- 
tility. But the SiKatovadav ef epycov vdfioVt as the apostle speaks 
of it, must be held to imply that epya vofj^v exist as well as epya 
aapKO^. And thus, though man be essentially flesh, yet there 
must be in him a spiritual principle which is at least analogous to 
the divine Trvevfia, and makes it possible for him not only /cara 

^ In the Neutest. Theol. (and compare my observations, TheoL Jahrb. i. 83 
sq,, xiii. 301) it is asserted distinctly that according to the fundamental ideas of 
the Pauline anthropology the ahp^ is the material body, which, however, is not 
conceived as inanimate, but as a being with life and peculiar impulses and powers 
inherent in it ; that thus the yjrvxv proceeds from it, and also the vovs or human 
7rv€VfM, to be carefully distinguished from the divine TrP€Vfia, 
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adpKa irepvTrareivy but to raise himseK above the sphere of 
the aap^ and of the avOpayiro^ aap/cixo^ or y^i/^iKo^, This must 
indeed be the case ; for if man had nothing spiritual in him by 
nature, he would not have even that natural receptivity which is 
necessary for the entrance of the spiritual element, to be communi- 
cated by God's grace. If then there be epya vdfiov, which are 
essentially different from the epya t^9 aapKo<;, how can it be main- 
tained at the same time that there is no such thing as Si/caioavvrj 
€^ €py<ov vdfiov ? Though they be not perfectly adequate to the 
law, yet they must be of such a nature as to stand in no positive 
opposition to it, as the epya aapico^ do, but only in a position more 
or less inadequate. How then can it be said so nakedly that they 
have no justifying power, and stand in a merely negative relation 
to the Bt/cau)auv7j Geov ? Yet this is the apostle's assertion, and 
the reason for this assertion is, that the epya vdfiov cannot do away 
with the might of the dfiaprla which reigns in man's adp^. Thus, 
in this case also, the law can only condemn that which is sin ; but 
the peculiarity of the apostle's doctrine here is, that not only does 
the law pass the condemning verdict on the sin actually existing 
in contradiction to itself, but that it also brings sin to its full 
reality in man. The reason of the ov iiKaiovadai, e^ epymv vdfiov 
is thus in the law itself after alL The negative part of the apostle's 
doctrine of justification comes to a point in the proposition which 
sounds so paradoxical : ij hvvafii^ T179 dfiaprla^ vdfiov, 1 Cor. xv. 
56. What gives sin its power, its significance, and its reality — 
what makes it become that which it is, what makes it sin, is the 
law. How can this be ? 

The answer to the question lies in the undeniable truth, that 
sin is what it is essentially and simply through man's consciousness 
of it ; where there is no consciousness of sin, there is no sin. Now 
the consciousness of sin comes by the law ; for it is just the law 
that says to man what he is to do or not to do, and thus the law 
is to man the standard of his whole moral behaviour, to conform to 
it or not. This is what the apostle insists upon so emphatically 
in Eora. vii. At ver. 5, he says, " As long as we were living the life 
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which is dominated by the flesh, the passions which lead to sins 
were active in our members, being stirred up by the law, in order 
to bear fruit for death." Then at verse 7 he asks, " What do I say 
then ? is the law sin ? certainly not, but I would not have known 
sin except through the law, and I would have known nothing of 
lust if the law had not said. Thou shalt not covet. But sin, taking 
occasion therefrom, worked in me through the commandment 
the whole of lust, for without the law sin is dead. I lived once 
without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived, 
and I fell into the power of death, and the commandment which 
was given for life, was found by me to be a thing leading to death. 
For sin, having thus taken its 'occasion, misled me through the 
commandment, and by it slew me. The law indeed is holy, and 
the commandment is holy, just, and good. Did that which is 
good then become death to me ? No, but sin ; that it might appear 
how sin through that which is good works death to me, that sin 
through the commandment might appear as sinful as possible." 
Vers. 7-13. 

Thus sin is dead or slumbers in the consciousness as long as 
the absence of consciousness of any law or prohibition precludes 
transgression ; so soon, however, as one knows what one may do or 
not do, sin begins at once to stir; it awakes, as it were, out of its 
slumber, one becomes aware of the possibility of doing what he 
should not do. With the knowledge of what is forbidden comes 
also the desire to do it ; and if sm has once been committed, the 
consciousness cannot be wanting that through it one has fallen into 
the power of death, which the law makes the consequence of sin. 
In proportion, therefore, as the consciousness of sin is awakened 
through the law (Sea yap vdfiov eTnyvcoao^ afiaprla^, Eom. 
iii. 20), sin itself reaches its reality, because sin exists essentially 
just in the consciousness that one has of it Thus without the 
law there is no sin, and yet the law is not the cause of sin. The 
more thoi law brings home to a man the consciousness of sin, the 
less is a justification through the law, a hiKaiovaOai ef epyoov vofJLoVy 
possible. He feels only his antagonism to the law, or if he has 
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€pya vdfwv to show, he feels only the inadequate relation in which 
they stiU stand to the law ; if the law can justify through epya 
vofiov, it can only justify him whose epya vofwv are completely 
adequate to the law, and extend to all its commandments. But 
what does the moral consciousness say here, when it is brought to 
confront the law ? All who seek to obtain justification in the way 
of IfTfa vdfiov are under the curse, for it is written, " Cursed is every 
one who does not keep all that is written in the book of the law 
to do it," to carry it out in his acts. As long as the ]aw stands, 
therefore, no one can be justified before Gk)d, GaL iiL 10. This is 
the testimony which every man's moral consciousness bears to 
him, and it is confirmed by universal experience among heathens 
and Jews, as the apostle shows in the first chapters of the Epistle 
to the Eomans. But not only does the law awaken the consciousness 
of sin by saying to every man what sin is, and how much in what 
he does and leaves undone is simply sin, so that at no point in his, 
life does he stand in a perfectly adequate relation to the law, so 
that he never is what he ought to be ; the law also computes what 
is or is not possible, and makes men aware of the impossibility of 
fulfilling it. The more it quickens the perceptions with regard 
to sin, the more does it weaken the consciousness of any power in 
the wiU, so that in respect to sin, knowledge and wUl stand to 
each other in an exactly inverse ratio. The apostle speaks of this 
in the same section of Eomans, vii 14 ; he describes the antagonism 
of the carnal man and the spiritual law ; as carnal, man stands 
imder the power of sin, is as it were sold under sin. " For what I 
do, I do not consciously, with the full consciousness of my freedom, 
for not what I wiU do I, but what I hate, that I do. But if I do 
that which I would not, then I consent to the law that is good. 
But now it is not I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. For I 
know that in me, that is, in my flesh, there dwells nothing good : for 
to will is present with me ; but how to perform that which is good 
I find not. For not the good that I will do I ; but the evil that I will 
not, that do I." Thus there reside in man two antagonistic laws. 
" I find the law that when I would do good, evil is present with me. 
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I delight in the law of God after the inward man : but I see 
another law, which in my members opposes the law of my spirit, 
and brings me into captivity to the law that is in my members. 
wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death V* (from the body which is the actual seat of sin, 
because it is in it that the consequences of sin are accomplished, 
namely, death.) 

If the passage, vii. 7 sqq., be regarded in its whole connexion with 
what precedes and follows it, we can have no scruple in rejecting 
as quite erroneous the opinion of those who would understand the 
condition depicted by the apostle, vii. 14 sq,, to be the condition of 
the regenerate The contrast of the condition under the law and 
that under grace could not be expressed more forcibly than is done 
by the apostle, vii. 24, 25, and viii. 1. The apostle is here 
describing how the law in its bearing on the moral volitions and 
acts of man determines his self-consciousness. The highest state of 
mind man can reach, as long as he merely stands over against the 
law, is to recognise the good which the law prescribes, and to will 
to do it. But that he should never get past mere willing, that the 
possibility implied in willing never becomes a reality, that instead 
of the good he willed to do, he should do the evil which the law 
forbids, and which he himself does not will ; this is the imperfec- 
tion and defect inherent in the condition under the law, and which 
cannot be explained but by assuming the presence of a power 
opposing man's will in its recognition and desire of what is good. 
This power can only be in the flesh, which, as it directs itself only 
to the sensuous, is the principle of sin, and which enables the 
sin that dwells in man, and manifests itself through the flesh as 
its organ, to become a special power, determining the man's whole 
actions. The apostle calls this power a law, inasmuch as that may 
be called a ]aw which underlies a constant tendency as its 
determining principle. There is thus a voyuo^ hf roh fie^eah which, 
as the sensual impulses accomplish the results to which they 
exclusively tend, becomes a vofuy: dfiaprla^ ; and there is a vdfio^ 
Tov voo<;, a tendency determined by the rational principle, which is 
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opposed to the sensual. Thus, even in the state under the law, 
before man has received into himself by faith the divine mvevfia, 
there is, beside the <rap^, a higher and better principle which' is 
spiritual in its nature. The apostle calls it reason, j/otJ?, to mark 
it as distinguished from the irvev/jLa, which is the result of a com- 
munication from without, and as belonging to man's own nature. 
It is the inward man (o eo-® avBptoiro^, ver. 22) in opposition to the 
outward or carnal man ; it is the higher spiritual self-conscious- 
ness which is determined by reason, as opposed to the sensual 
consciousness, the determining principle of which is the aap^.^ 
This 1W9 becomes the vofio^ rov v6o<; which answers in so far to 
the vofity; rov Oeov, as it is a spiritual principle, -and, by its nature 
as such, cannot but recognise the law, which is also spiritual, feel 
itself one with that law, and make it the principle of its thought 
and will. But as this thought and will never grows to anything 
more than thought and will, does not realize itself in practice, the 
more man becomes conscious of his union with the law, the more does 
he grow conscious of his opposition to it. Taking the law up into 
his consciousness, and being thus aware of that Shall which his union 
with the law brings home to him, he finds that this is only to 
discover how far he stands below that Shall, and how little it is 
possible to him to fill up the gap within him between the Shall and 
the Am. - The whole being of the man is divided between two 
hostile powers which strive against each other ; and the one is so 
greatly stronger than the other, that it might seem that this latter 
is only saved from extinction in order that the man, so divided and 
drawn to and fro in contrary directions, should feel the whole 
torture of the opposition and struggle with which he is fighting 
against himself. This is the difference between the vov<: and the 
mv€Vfia; the spiritual principle of the voth can never be the 
invader and conqueror of the trap^; what it is, it is only 

^ This shows distinctly, as the author goes on to say, Keutest. Theol. L 48, 
that the Pauline doctrine of sin is different from thd Augustinian doctrine. In 
the Theol. Jahrfo. xiii. 29. 5 aqq., I have entered more fully into the relation of 
the Pauline doctrine of sin and grace to the Augustinian and the early Protestant 
doctrine. — Editor. 

K 
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potentially, and can never come to be actually.^ This is the con- 
dition in which man finds himself as long as he is under the law, 
it is a state of distraction, disunion, conflict; an unhappy 
consciousness, in. which one longs for the redemption which can 
deliver from its torture. In this longing the man can do nothing 
but cry out, "0 wretched man that I am! who will deliver me 
from the body of this death ; as for me, as I am in myself, I serve 
the law of Grod, but with the flesh the law of sin." Keason is 
the better principle in him, but the flesh is the predominant 
and ruling principle. Man cannot emerge from this state of 
division and distraction so long as he is under the law, and the 
law itself is there, just to create in him the full consciousness of 
the division. But as soon as he becomes conscious of the enormity 
of the division, and begins to long for deliverance from it, he has 
in reality got p^t it, and the lower negative standpoint is now 
looked back upon and judged by a standard which only the 
superior standpoint has given. It is seen namely, and that from 
above, how the position under the law is that of a mere naked 
Shall, which can never be fused into union with the human con- 
sciousness in its entirety. We have therefore a right to say that 
no one ever felt so truly this disunion of man with himself — this 
division which prevails at the standpoint of the law — as the apostle, 
who, when he felt it, had already overcome it In this respect the 
interpreters are right, who hold that the so-called^ro^ta praeveniens 
has to be presupposed to Eom. vii. 15. Only in presentiment of 
the state of grace can one feel rightly what is wanting in the 

^ This is the difference between Bom. vii 18 «g. and Gal. v. 17 ^g^. In the 
€7rtBviUiP of the aap^ Korb, rov wtviiaros and of the irvevfrn Kara rrjs (r<ipK6s, the 
irP€Vfui gains the victory just because it is the irvcv/ui. In the words, verse 17, tra 
fifj A S» 3€\rjT€j etc., the apostle does not mean that the struggle is so undecided 
that no irouiv ensues at aU, but only that this nouiv cannot take place save 
through the subjection of an opposing power. These two tendencies, impulses, 
principles, are at strife with each other, as if they only aimed to effect that you 
shall not do just what you wish to do. But if in this contest of the two prin- 
ciples, in which the victory is yet undecided, you give yourselves to be deter- 
mined by the Trvcv/xa, and the nv€Vfui thus obtains the preponderance, then yon 
wiU not only not fulfil that which the flesh desires, — you will also cease to stand 
under the law, you will have Christian freedom. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Chap. IL] THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION. 147 

state of law.^ A SoxacovaOai ef tpyeov vofiov, or an ISla Sv/caio- 
avvrf, obtained through the fulfilling of the law (with regard to 
which only a ^rjrelv, Sta/cet^v, is possible, which must not grow to 
an opinion of actual legal righteousness, Eom. x. 3, ix. 30) has thus 
no existence, not only because the epya vo/jlov which man has to 
point to are never fully adequate to the law, but still more because 
he can never feel the possibility of fulfilling the law, — can never 
know himself one with the law in the totality of his self-conscious- 
ness. AioTL €^ €py(DV vofiov ov htKaKoOTiaerai iraaa a-dp^, GaL ii 
16 ; Eom. iii 20. If this union, this ScKauxrvvrj tov Oeov, is ever 
to be reached, that can only be in a word, in this way : that the 
vov<: (which is the highest element in this stand-point, and in which 
nevertheless we only see its negativity) is changed into the 
irvevfia. How this is brought about is the other side of the Pauline 
doctrine of justification. 

^ We are here supplied with a simple answer to the question how far the 
apostle is speaking in the first person at Bom. vii. 7 sqq. He is speaking gener- 
ally, and what he says applies not only to himself, but to all who are in the same 
case. At the same time, only he himself is properly the subject, and he has to 
use the first person in speaking of himself, because no one had gone through the 
same experience before him. 
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THIED CHAPTER 

THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION.— (2.) IN ITS POSITIVE ASPECT : 
avOpanro^ BiKatovrai Ik irlareto^. 

It is not in the way of the works of the law, it is only in the 
way of faith, that the true Sv/caioauvrj is to be realized. Faith is 
the indispensable and all-important element and condition of 
justification, as the apostle very clearly intimates in the passage 
Rom. i 16, where he states the main proposition of the whole 
subsequent discussion in the words, "I am not ashamed of the 
gospel : for it is a power of God to salvation for every one that 
believes ; both Jew and Gentile. For righteousness, the adequate 
moral relation to God, is manifested in it as one which goes from 
faith to faith, as it is written : The just shall live by faith." The 
apostle thus regards faith as aU-important ; he cannot speak of 
righteousness, even at the very threshold of his Epistle, without 
at once declaring faith to be its essential element The peculiar 
expression which he uses here is to be explained by the supreme 
importance which faith possessed to him. He says of the 
hvKaioavvri Seov that it aTroKaXvirrerao €k TnaTeco^ €t9 ttiotiv, i,e, 
it is manifested in the gospel as a righteousness which begins with 
faith and ends with faith, of which fatth is the beginning, middle, 
and end ; the essential and pervading element of which is simply 
faith : cf. Bom. iii. 22, BucacoavvT) Seov Sia 7r/oT€a)9 'irja-ov Xpurrov, 
eU irdvra^ kcu eiri irdvra^ tou9 irurrevovTa*;} Thus everything 
depends on faith ; now what is faith ? It comes externally from 

^ In this passage also the two prepositioDS only serve to add strength to the 
one conception. The addition of €is ni<mv to ck iriartas is best illustrated by 
the passage 2 Cor. ii. 16 : ofTfiff Bavdrov €is Odyarop, ocrfirj {citjs eU (ariv. 
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hearing the preaching of the gospel (aKoff iriarem, Gal. iiL 2, 
6, Eom. X. 17), and thus it is primarily a recognition of the truth 
of the contents of the gospel, ttvoti^ tov evayyeXlov. Now as 
Christ is the essential contents of the gospel, this irioTL^ becomes 
irurrv; 'Irja-ov XpurroVf Gal. ii. 16, i.e. the faith of which Christ 
is the object, or ttlotk iv Xpiar^ 'Irjaov, Gal. iii. 26, the faith which 
has in Christ the principle on which it rests. This irlart^ is further 
defined as 7r/<trrw ep t^J aifiari airrov, Eom. iii. 25, since what faith 
apprehends in Christ as its proper object is the atoning death of 
Jesus. And here the apostle defines the contents of faith yet 
further, as Trurreveiv errl rov hyelpavra 'Irja-ovv, rov Kvpiov ^fi&v, 
€K P€Kp&v, 09 TrapeBdOff Sia ra irapaim&fiara '^fi&v, /cal^epOrj Sia 
TTjp SiKal<o(nv 7}ii5iVy Eom. iv. 24, 25. Thus the object of faith is 
narrowed stage by stage, and in proportion as this is done the faith 
grows more intense and inward. From theoretical assent it becomes 
a practical trust in which the man's deepest interests find expres- 
sion. This trust becomes in turn a certainty of conviction, in 
which what has once been taken up into the subjective conscious- 
ness, even though a mere representation or expectation has all the 
force of an immediate objective reality. Now this faith, awakened 
first by an external agency, but then proceeding to discover and to 
rest upon its own inward resources, has for its object the death of 
Jesus. How has the death of Jesus come to occupy this position, 
and how does the hiKaioavvq Beov result from the direction of faith 
to this its object ? 

At the standpoint of the law, the SiKaioavvrj &€ov was sought to 
be attained through the works of the law; thus what the epya 
vofiov sought to efiPect, but, being an iBla Si/caioavvij, could not, 
is now to be effected through faith as a StKauxrvvij rov Beov. 
Faith then must have what works had not But faith does not of 
itself possess this mediating power; all that it is, it is only in 
virtue of the object to which it is directed. There must, there- 
fore, be something in the death of Jesus which qualifies faith to 
effect what the law with its works could not. This relation of the 
death of Jesus to the law is most explicitly stated by the apostle 
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in the passage, Gal. iii. 13, '^ Christ has bought us free from the 
curse of the law, in that he became a curse for us ; f or it is written 
in the Scriptures, 'Cursed is every one that hangs on a tree."* 
There is thus a curse in the death of Christ on the cross ; this 
curse cannot have been incurred by Christ himself, — ^it must have 
been laid upon him. It is the curse of the law, for the reiault at 
which one arrives on the way of the iiKamvadai e^ epyotv vofiov is 
just this, that oaoi ef epytov vofiov eurivt xnro leardpav elal, GaL 
iii. 10, since man has not those efyya vo/iov which he ought to . 
have, and, instead of the righteousness of the law, has only sin, 
which the law can do nothing but condemn. It is this curse, then, 
which Christ has taken on himself, for he suffered the penalty 
which the law demanded for the sins of men, viz., death. By this 
men are bought free from the curse of the law ; the demand which 
the law made upon them for penalty has been met, hence the law 
has now ceased to have any valid claim against them ; in respect 
of the law they are free. That principle which the law sets up as 
its vJtimatum, that only 6 Trot^o-o? airra ^r^aeroA ev avroi^, and 
that thus every one who does not exactly observe all that the law 
prescribes, rov iroirja-ai airra, has fallen under the curse of the 
law — this principle has ceased to apply to them. Man is thus 
free from the curse of the law — the xardpa rov vo/jlov, the curse, 
the penalty, which the law denounced, or the curse of which the 
law was the cause, the objective ground of which resided in 
the law. This deliverance is given to men, only in so far as 
Christ has died for their sake ; but if he died for their sake, 
then this mutual relation between him and them must come 
home to their consciousness, must be recognised by them. They 
must, in order to appropriate to themselves what he has done 
for them, feel that they are one with him. Faith is this relation ; 
only in faith in him, and in the death which he died for them 
upon the cross, are they free from the curse of the law. Faith is 
this union of man with Christ, by means of which the deliverance 
from the law which the death of Christ has effected, becomes his 
own deliverance from it. Here, however, something would seem 
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to be wanting in the logic of this theory. For though man be 
bought free from the curse of the law, all that is effected thereby 
is that that demand is cancelled which the law made on them in 
respect of sins already committed. But does it follow from this 
that the law itseK is done away ? The law remains what it is, 
it continues to be binding, the obligation to keep it can never 
cease, and every failure in the observance of it involves the same 
demand for penalty, the same curse ; and so n^an remains under 
the curse of the law. How then can the apostle say that the law 
in itseK is done away ? This implies that the constant repetition 
of the law's demands is met by the death of Christ being con- 
stantly set over against them, and constantly producing the same 
effect in respect of them. Thus if the death of Christ be really a 
deliverance for men, then its doing away with the law must be a 
doing away with it for ever, or as such. And that is so : what the 
law could not effect because of the constant failure to observe it, 
and indeed cannot possibly effect, that the death of Christ accom- 
plishes by doing away with the law ; it accomplishes it without the 
law, but only in so far as it is the object of faitL How it is the 
object of faith can only be explained at a later stage in our dis- 
cussion. The question before us now is in what way it is the 
abolition of the curse which lies upon man because of the law. 
The chief passage in which the apostle expresses his views on this 
point is Eom. iii. 21-26, "Now is made manifest without the law 
the righteousness which avails before God, as it is attested by the 
law and the prophets, ie. that which is to be regarded as the con- 
dition of the adequate relation of man to God. This adequate 
relation is mediated by faith in Christ Jesus, so that aU in general 
are merely such as believe, for there is no difference; all have 
sinned, and have nothing to glory of before God. They are 
justified freely through his grace through the redemption in Christ 
Jesus, whom God has set up as a propitiatory sacrifioe through 
faith in his blood, for a proof of his righteousness, because he had 
passed over the sins that had been done before, in the long-suffering 
of God, for a proof, that is, of his righteousness at the present time. 
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that he might be just, and might justify him who is willing to be 
justified by faith." Here we have to distinguish two momenta 
which the apostle, in regarding the death of Jesus as an object of 
faith, keeps separate from, and opposes to each other. On the one 
hand, the redemption which is effected through the death of Jesus 
is an act of the free grace of God ; sinners as they are, men can 
only be justified through the grace of Grod ; but, on the other hand, 
there has been manifested in the death of Christ the righteousness 
of God, which cannot sufi^r sin to go unpunished. Bedemption, 
which has been effected through the death of Jesus, is an act of 
grace, but with this qualification, that that death is a bloody 
sacrifice presented for the propitiation of God. In this sense the 
apostle calls the death of Jesus a tKaarqpLov, an atoning sacrifice, 
and that in order to prove God's righteousness, which cannot but 
cause the guilt to be followed by the punishment of sin. This 
righteousness of God had therefore to be satisfied, and this was 
done by the penalty of sin being actually borne. De Wette 
justly remarks that this passage leads up to the Anselmic doctrine 
of justification ; but as for the view held by our apostle there is no 
reason here to travel beyond the idea of llvBei^i^, which does not 
imply that God requires such a sacrifice for the expiation of sins 
on his own account, in order to satisfy the claims of his own 
righteousness, but only that this was done for men to demonstrate 
his righteousness to them. Yet this distinction is seen ultimately 
to be unreal, for what God does can never be for the mere external 
purpose of an evBei^if:, — it must have its objective ground in God's 
own nature. Since it was inconsistent with the idea of the 
righteousness of God to leave sins unpunished that had been 
already committed, it was necessary that Christ should die for the 
punishment of the sins of men. Tet this is not to say that the 
obstacle to the forgiveness of men's sins which was to be removed, 
by Christ's death was actually and essentially in God's nature, in 
his penal judgment, or his wrath against men. It was not that 
God himself is to be appeased ; and though the apostle speaks of a 
reconciliation, a learaXKajTi, a KaraXXdreaOcu, the reconciliation 
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that he speaks of is not such a one as should have brought about 
a change of disposition towards man in God himself. We have 
received the reconciliation, says the apostle, Eom. v. 10, 11 ; though 
exOpol ojn-^, we have been reconciled to God through the death of 
his Son. This exdpoi ovre^ must be understood rather of men's 
enmity against God than of (Jod's enmity against men, — of that 
€)(0pa €t9 0€ov which has its seat in the ^povrffia rfj^ aapKo^, 
Eom. viii 7. Of course the death of Christ must have some 
reference to the righteousness of God, and what it was in this 
aspect may be said to have been the removal of the wrath of God, 
Eom, V. 9, and in so fax a reconciliation of God with men ; but 
here, however, we must remember that it is God Himself who is 
the reconciler, who brings about the reconciliation of men with 
himself through Christ, 0€o^ ep Xpurr^ tcoa-fiov KaTaXKaaaap 
iavT^, 2 Cor. v. 19. This implies the gracious disposition of God 
towards men as the condition without which the whole transaction 
would not have taken place, and on which alone it was possible 
for them to enter on a new relation towards him. Thus 'it rests 
entirely with men to cease from their enmity against God, and to 
allow that disposition with which God has always regarded them, 
and which he has actually proved through the death of Christ, to 
pass over into their minds ; or since God by His gracious and con* 
ciUatory disposition has reconciled the world to Himself in Christ, 
to let themselves be actually reconciled to Him. The KaraWarfff 
is nothing but the manifestation of the grace of God for men's 
acceptance. By their acceptance of it they enter upon a relation 
towards him where there is elpiji^ tt/oo? tov Oeov, and all enmity 
between the two parties has disappeared. Here we may already 
discern the relation which those two elements bear to each other, 
which are distinguished in the passage Eom. iii 21-26, as the 
opposite aspects of the death of Christ, viz., righteousness and 
grace. The death of Jesus is to be regarded in the light of the 
Divine justice as having to do with a matter of guilt and penalty, 
yet this is merely the outside of the affair ; the merely judicial 
aspect pertaining to the sphere of law where that justice which is 
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based upon the law which God himself has given dare not be 
violated. The inward motive, however, of the provision made by- 
God in the death of Jesus, that element in it in which God's 
essential nature is most distinctly revealed, is the grace of God 
(J] avTov %af)A9, Eom. iii 24). This factor predominates so greatly- 
over the other, that even the strong claim which God's justice puts 
forth in the death of Jesus may be regarded as simply a result of 
his grace. The evSei^t*; of his BiKatoavvrf in the death of Jesus 
could never have taken place had he not, before he showed him- 
self the just one, already been the gracious one, who gave the 
greatest proof of his graciousness in this, that so far as the penalty 
of sin had to be enforced in order to give his justice what it 
.claimed, he desired it to be enforced not in men themselves, but in 
another for them. This leads us from the idea of satisfaction to 
the intimately related idea of substitution. The satisfaction which 
has met the divine justice in the death of Jesus could not have 
taken place without the grace of God ; and so intimately is the 
idea of grace which gives rise to this whole process related to that 
of substitution, that the one preposition virep stands for both ideas, 
denoting both that which is done for men and that which is done 
in the place of men. On the one hand, what is done for men, in 
their interest, is done merely to make them partakers of the 
benefit of the grace of God. And it is truly remarked that the 
preposition virep does not of itself imply the idea of substitution, 
and that that other meaning, in which the death of Jesus is 
represented as having been for men, in their interest, is predomi- 
nant. On the other hand, however, it is also certain that the idea 
of substitution cannot be dissevered from that one ; the preposi- 
tion (nrep, which is so much used in this connexion, contains both 
these ideas constantly passing over into each other, and present in 
each other. In the passage Eom. v. 6, it is said " Christ died when 
we were yet weak " (without value or importance, without any of 
those qualities which can determine another to do something for 
one ; it is thus that aadeveU must be understood in distinction 
from BUai09 and dyado<;, and in opposition to hiKamd€vr&;, ver. 9, 
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since, in their character as SucauoOeme^ they have in themselves 
something that gives them importance in God's sight) ; hardly does 
one die for a just man, for a good man (such a one as is more than 
Slieaio^, who has won the love of others through his amiable 
qualities) one might dare to die more readily than for another, but 
God proves his love to us in this, that when we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. Here and in many similar passages the 
dirodavelv virep is merely a dying in the interests of others ; but 
in the passages Bom. iv. 26, irapehod'q Bia ra 'rrapaTrrcifiaTa rjfi&v ; 
Gal. L 4, ToC S0W09 eavTov irepl r&v dfiaprt&v rjfiwvl Rom. viii. 3, 
laspt afiaprla^ teareKptve rrjv dfiapnrlav ev rtf traptci ; 1 Cor. xv. 3, 
XpujTo^ aireOavev inrep r&v dfiapri&v '^fi&v; 2 Cor. v. 15, €19 virep 
iravTcav diredav€v, apa ol iravrei direOavov, Kot inrep irdvrwp 
aireOavev, Xva ol ^S>vr€^ fJbriKeri iavrol^ ^waiv, dXXa r^ (nrep avr&v 
dirodavovri icaX eyepOevri, the idea of substitution cannot certainly 
be rejected as out of place. If Christ died because of sin (Bca, 
irepl, xnrkp), that is, from a cause which lay in the sins of men, 
inasmuch as death is the necessary penalty of sin, then he bore in 
his death that penalty which men had incurred through the guilt 
of their sin, and so should have borne themselves. He died then 
not merely for them, but also in their place, as the one instead of 
the many, who; just because he died for them and took their place, 
did not actually die themselves, but are regarded as having died in 
him their substitute. This comes out most clearly in the passage 
2 Cor. V. 1 4, where, from the proposition cJ? xnrkp irdvrcDv direOavev, 
the apostle at once draws the conclusion, apa ol irdm-e^ direOavov* 
This is not the spiritual death of which the apostle speaks, Eom. 
vL 2, nor a mere ought-to-die ; it is simply said that what is true 
of one is true of all, just because (as the article shows) these 
are the irdvre^s, those, namely, whose place the one has taken. 
Only if he died instead of them, and for them, have they also died. 
Only the one has actually died, but they are all contained in him 
ideally ; if not really, yet essentially ; and for his sake who died in 
their place and for them, they may all be regarded as dead them- 
selves. The idea of substitution implies two things, first, that 
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the one who is to take the place of many others, and to be counted 
for them, is the same as they are ; and' secondly, that he possesses 
something which they have not ; that, namely, the lack of which 
makes it necessary that he should represent them. If Christ has 
died for the sins of men, then he must have been without sin 
himseK, in order that his death, which could not be a sacrifice on 
his own account, might avail as the penalty of the sins of others. 
Thus it is merely the development of the idea of substitution 
found at 2 Cor. v. 14, where the apostle says, ver. 21, that God 
made him who knew of no sin, who did not know from his own 
self-consciousness what sin was, to be sin for us, that is, to be an 
object of sin, and therewith one in whom sin is to be punished. 
But in order that he might thus represent the sins of men in him- 
self, it was necessary for him to be a man like the men whose 
place he was to take ; only in one point which was common to 
them all, he could not be like them, namely, in sin. Thus though 
he had a aap^, yet since the <rap^ of all men is a <rap^ dfiaprla^, 
his <rap^ could only be a ofiolcofia aapKo^ d^prla^, Bom. viii. 3. 
Thus he was not quite as they were, but only similar to them ; 
with all his identity with them, he had this essential difference 
from them, that his o-a/of was not, like the erap^ of all other men, 
the seat of sin. This being a difference between him and them, 
the difference was done away and changed into perfect unity; 
through his becoming what they were, dfmpriay they became free 
from dfjLapriay from the penalty of sin. This was the negative 
condition of the Sucatoavvrj Oeov. God made him d^pria that 
we might become ineatoavvq Seov ei/ avrw, that which it is 
necessary for us to be in order to stand in that relation to God 
which is adequate to the idea of God. Thus by one man's 
satisfying justice on behalf of all men, a jjistification was attained 
which sets men free from death, and makes them partakers of life. 
Through the obedience of one many were made righteous, 2 Cor. 
v. 21, Eom. V. 18, 19.^ 

^ The author discusses at page 164, and more at length in his Neutest. Theol. 
166, aqq, (cf. also my observations, TheoL Jahrb. 1. 87, sq*) another effect of 
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This BiKaioavvff ylt^adai or StKau)i KaOiaraaOatt which is equi- 
valent to BiKaiov<r0ai, brings us back again to the conception of 
fjEdth. Since faith is the subjective condition on which alone men 
can enter into the relation these words denote, the result of the 
foregoing is to confirm the proposition ori, ov Buccuovrat avOpoyiro^ 
ef epytov vofiov, eav firj Bia irltrreto^ 'Itjaov Xpurrov, GaL ii 16, 
Faith is subjectively what grace is objectively (the object of fidth 
is indeed just the grace of God which has appeared in Christ), and 
thus grace is the objective principle of the Pauline doctrine of 
justification. Everything here depends on grace, as being the 
outcome of the divine love, which is the primary cause of the work 
of redemption in God's own nature, Eom. iii. 24, v. 8. We are 
huccuovfieyoi Baypeav ry avrov yapLTiy and the antithesis between 
BitcaiovaOai €k 7r/<rr€o>9 &nd the Bucauxrvpr) vofiov consists just in 
this, that the former is done freely through grace alone. For if 
there be a righteousness of the law which it is possible to attain 
through works of the law, then Christ has died in vain, Gal ii 21, 
because the grace which his death has purchased would then be 
completely superfluous. There would then be no need of it, because 
the Bucatoffvvff Bia vofiov proceeds on the directly opposite principle, 
that as the apostle says, Som. iv. 4, t^ epya^ofxevip 6 fuado^ ov 
Xoyl^ercu Kara %a/)ii/, aXKa Kara o<j>€ikrifia. That which comes 
about Kara o^elXrffia, from indebtedness, is the opposite of what 
comes about Kara %a/9^i^ or Bcopecw ; the former is what a man has 
a right to claim, since it is nothing but an effect, arising from, and 
implicitly contained in, a cause which is present in ourselves. 
Here effect follows cause of necessity and without external inter- 
vention. He who has the epya vofiov receives the BiKaioavvri Kara 
vofiov by the same law by which the workman receives wages 
proportioned to his labour. With the BiKatovaOai €k irlcrec^, 
however, the case is entirely different ; the one is related to the 
other as Tioyl^ea-dai and ov Xoyl^eaOai. In the case of the ipya- 
^eaOai and the consequent BueatovaOai e^ tpywv vdfiov, there can 

the death of Christ, viz., that in his body, the a-ap^, and with it the sin which 
resides in the capf, is destroyed in its principle. 
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}ye no question of any Tioyl^ea-Oai ; but there is this in the case 
of BtKaiova-Oai iic wtWecD?. Faith itself Xoyl^erai eU BiKatocvvffv, 
namely^ tjS firi cfyya^ofievip, who does not hold to epya, iriarevoifri 
' h\ ein rov BtKaiovvra rov curefiij, Bom. iv. 5. The one SLKatowrOai 
is thus related to the other as the mere representation and sup- 
position of a thing to the truth of the thing itsel£ Thus starting 
from the hiKatovirdai cf €pya>v, faith would require, first of all, to 
overcome the contradiction that the godless, the unjust, is held for 
just ; that he, who in himself is unjust, is yet just. This is the 
proper contents of faith, through which BiKaiovaOai becomes a 
iiKaioverOcu €k iriareta^. He who is to be justified by faith must 
first of all believe that this is so, and since the objective truth of 
justification consists in this, that what the justified person is to his 
own consciousness, he is also in the consciousness of God, in the 
judgment of God concerning him, in which the justifying act takes 
place, it must be a fact in the consciousness of God that he who in 
himself is unjust, is yet just The Pauline doctrine of justification 
appears here in its greatest hardness. It supposes as actually 
existing what does not actually exist ; its SiKai^vaOai is not an 
actual being just, but a mere being hdd or being declared just, and 
faith, as the principle of this Bixawva-Oai, is thus the imagination 
arrived at in looking to Christ, that what really is not, yet is. 

If this be so, then the hKatova-Oat Ik Trtoreo)? certainly affords 
no occasion whatever for a Kaxr^yua such as there might be in the 
case of ScKOMva-Oai ef epycjv, Eom. iv. 2 ; indeed man has nothing 
in himseK at all that could set him in the adequate relation to 
God which is required in order to ZiKavovtrOai \ for how is it 
possible that faith as a mere opinion that a thing is as it should 
be, although it is in fact the very opposite, could have any influence 
whatever to procure such a relation ? We are here at the extreme 
point where faith in this merely putative sense, as a thing devoid 
of contents, seems destitute of all reality, and where at the same 
time it becomes clearly apparent, that if faith is to be the principle 
of BiKaiovaOat, it must contain in itself those definite contents 
without which it can have no reality. Whence then is faith to 
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draw these contents ? When the apostle says, Eom. iv. 5, that to 
the irurrevoDV ejrl top StKatovvTa rov da-efirj Xoyl^erat 17 irlari^ 
airrov eh StKatoa-vvrjv, he regards the faith which is imputed for 
righteousness as itself the BtKaffOa-vvrj, as itself the subjective con- 
dition of Btxaiovo-dai. Faith is BiKcuotrvvr), or the moral quality 
which, when it is present, enables man to come into that adequate 
relation towards Grod which the idea of BiKaiovadai represents. 
The mco^al element of faith can only consist in this, that the 
believer (not as Eiickert observes on Bom. iv. 5, though he is not 
righteous yet, yet has the wish to become so, a consideration which 
is out of place here, but) believes the Bikov&v tov dcrefirj in this 
very point, that the dae^ri^ is no longer an da-e^ri^, but a BUaio^. 
But how can he believe this without being at the same time 
conscious of the foundation on which this faith rests ? The 
foundation on which this faith rests can only be Christ. While 
the believer makes Christ the contents of his faith, the 
irioTi^ which was reckoned for Sixaiocvvi], or the SiKauxrvvfj 
which consists in nothing but irlart^, the BiKauxrvvrj which 
faith does not realize but only takes for granted, and which is 
therefore only an imagined BiKaiocrvvriy is turned into a real one. 
Tor it is impossible to believe in Christ without knowing one's- 
self one with him, and in this conscious unity with* him, being 
aware of that which is the proper object of faith in Christ, as an 
immanent determination of one's own consciousness. 

Faith is therefore counted for righteousness to those who believe 
in him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead ; and in the 
faith in God as the raiser up of Jesus, there is implicitly con- 
tained faith in Jesus himself, as the one who was delivered for 
our sins, and raised again for our justification, Bom. iv. 24, 25. 
While believing in him we know at the same time that we are one 
with him and we become in him the BiKaioavvrf Beov, 2 Cor. v. 21, the 
Bucaioa-vvf) which he is made to us of God, 1 Cor. i. 30. His 
death is the cause why we, being now free from all the guilt of 
sin, can be the same as he is, without sin, and being in this sense 
righteous, are able to stand in the same adequate relation towards^ 
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God, in which he stands towards him. It follows, however, from 
his death, thut our faith in him brings us not merely this negative 
righteousness, consisting in freedom from the guilt of sin ; he is 
also a BiKcUoifia eU irdvra^ avOptairov^ el? Bucaiaxnv ^anj^ (Bom. 
V. 18). As he shows himself righteous in his death, so his death is 
for all men the ground of a justification which leads to life. For 
as in the disobedience of the one man, the many who have their 
imity in him became sinners, so through the obedience of the one 
man, the many who have their unity in him are made righteous. 
In his obedience, in which he himself appeared as ZUaio^, they 
themselves become iUcuoi in virtue of their faith in him ; such, 
namely, as have in themselves the subjective condition of the 
adequate relation between man and God. In that negative aspect 
the liberation of men from the guilt and penalty of sin has removed 
everything that might have proved to men the cause of wrong 
relations towards God. There is, as the apostle says. Bom. viil 1, 
nothing subject to condemnation in those who are in Christ Jesus ; 
all who stand in communion with Christ, who have become one 
with him in faith, are, as justified persons, no longer subject to the 
divine sentence of condemnation. But not only have they in 
themselves this negative righteousness ; they aie positively, through 
a principle that has become immanent in them, placed in an 
adequate relation towards God. What renders the Sueaioavjn} Bia 
vofiov impossible, is that the law, though in itself spiritual, could 
not take up its place in man as spiritual, and thus become a unity 
with him. Now, however, what man takes up into himself through 
faith in Christ, as the mediating agency of his justification, is the 
vofJLO^ rov TTvevfJuiro^ 7^9 Sci)^9 iv Xpurra ^Ii]crov. The law of the 
spirit (that is, the spirit as the principle which determines the 
whole direction of the man, the principle of the Christian con- 
sciousness as the vital principle of those who believe in Christ, 
and find in him alone the principle of their spiritual life) has 
made me free, the apostle says in the same passage, from the law 
of sin and death, firom the power they have as a dominating 
principle. For what was impossible through the law because it 
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was too weak through the flesh, God has done by sending his Son 
in the likeness of the flesh of sin, and on account of sin, con- 
demning sin in the flesh, that that which, according to the law, is 
accounted righteous, as the act which is highest, and which 
corresponds to the idea of righteousness or morality, might be 
realized in us, inasmuch as we walk not according to the flesh, but 
according to the spirit. For those who are after the flesh think 
only fleshly things, but they who are after the spirit think spiritual 
things. The vd/Mo<: rov irvevfioTo^ as the apostle here designates 
the principle of the Christian consciousness, distinguishing it both 
from the v6fio<i Seov which one serves only with the practically 
impotent vov^^ and from the vofios d/jbapria^, which xomes out 
through the o-a/jf, is the highest expression for the Pauline con- 
ception of justification, the BiKcuovadat Ik iriareGi^ in its opposi- 
tion to the BiKatovadat ef epyojv vofiov. There must be irlari^ 
before there can be irvevfia, yet tt/ot-a? is only the form of which 
TTvevfia is the contents ; it is only in the irvevfia that tt/ota? be- 
comes the living reality of the Christian consciousness, informed 
with its positive contents. It is in the Tivevfiay therefore, that the 
whole process of justification, as the apostle traces its development 
through its different stages, is at last completed. The true 
Christian BiKaiovaOav is no longer a BiKacovaOai €k TrtWecD? in the 
sense in which itictl^ Xtyyit^erai €i<f iiKaioawT^v to the irurrevayv 
eni TOP BtKaiovvra rov da-efirj, in which case the relation of the 
person justified to God rests on a merely imaginary SLxaioo-vvrj, 
since, though essentially an da-efirif;, he is regarded by the Sixai&v 
as a BUavo^, and pronounced to be SUaio^. On the contrary, it is 
a true and real BiKcuovaOai, because in the vdfio^ rov irveufiaro^, in 
the irvevfia as the principle which determines his whole conscious- 
ness and life, he is truly and actually placed in the relation to God 
which is adequate to the idea of God. The relation which, in the 
case of faith imputed for righteousness, was a merely outward 
one, has now by means of the Tivevfia, in which God communicates 
his spirit to man, and in which he dwells in man as the spirit 
of Christ, become a truly inward one, Kom. viii. 9. It is now a 

L 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



162 LIFE AND WOBK OF PAUL. [Part III. 

relation of spirit to spirit, in which the spirit, as the principle 
of the subjective consciousness, is drawn into union with the 
spirit of God, as the spirit of Christ which is its objective basis. 
The StKala>/jM rov vofiov, the moral contents of the law as the 
moral self-determination of man, is fulfilled and realized in this, 
that the justified persons walk, not according to the flesh, but 
according to the spirit. This walking according to the spirit is not 
indeed that efifievetv ev nroun to*9 yeypafifievoi^ ev t^J ^i/BXl^ rov 
vofiov, rov iroifja-ai avrd, GaL iiL 10 ; for that remains even in this 
case a demand which can never be satisfied ; but in place of this 
merely quantitative fulfilment of the law, there has come the 
qualitative fulfilment ; the spirit is the principle of the fulfilment 
of the law or of moral conduct, and the spirit, the totality of dis- 
position, conttiins in itself also the totality of the law, the Bt/caltofia 
rov vofjLov, The BiKalojfjba rov vdfiov which is thus satisfied is the 
Bixatoavvi] &€ov realized in man, and this ZvKaioawr} is also ^o)?}, 
for the iia/i09 rov irvevfiaro^ is the v6fio<i rov Trvevfiaro^ rfy; {Jdd^9 
€v Xpi<rr^ 'Irjaov, and the spirit of God who dwells in us as the 
spirit of Christ is as the irvev^, ^ayfj Bia BiKaioauvqv, Where 
BiKauxTuvTi i», there is also 2fa>^ because the principle of the one as 
well as of the other is the divine spirit which has come to reside 
in man as the principle of his Christian consciousness and life. 
Thus, though the body still carries in itself, that is, in the cap^, the 
principle of sin, and is consequently subject to the power of death, 
yet in the spirit the man has in himself the principle of life ; the 
spirit which dwells in him, the spirit of him who raised up Jesus 
from the dead,^ and will penetrate what of him is mortal more and 
more with the power of life, Eom. viii 10, 11. Thus that SUaio^ 
€K TTwrreo)? ^i^a-erat, in which the apostle concentrates his whole 
doctrine of justification, has now become a truth and a reality. 
All that he says in the same connexion, Eom. viii 12-17, of the 
spirit of the sonship of God, which makes itself heard in the 
Christian consciousness, is simply the definition of that highest 
stage, in which the whole process of justification comes to its 
completion and passes into the living reality of the immanent 
Christian consciousness. 
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Thus the spirit is the element in which God and man are 
related to each other as spirit to spirit, and where they are one 
with each other in the unity of the spirit. But this union of man 
with God, in which the essence of justification consists, is only pos- 
sible on the condition of faith. The spirit is indeed the true and 
living medium of the union of man with God ; yet it must not be 
forgotten that since we only receive the spirit on the ground of 
faith, the essential element of justification is nothing but faith, and 
that the bond of union, in which justification consists, is formed by 
faith only, being here the union of the man with Christ. Faith of 
itself transfers the man from his former condition into a totally diffe- 
rent one — into a new circle of tasks and duties. We see this in the 
Epistle to the Romans. The apostle describes the life of justification 
in its highest stage, viiL 1-17, but before this he has deduced from 
the conception of hutcaiova'dac ex Tr^crrea)?, and of the divine grace 
which is given in faith, Eom. v., the manner in which the union of 
man with Christ which faith has formed is to realize itself in prac- 
tice, Eom. vi. What faith in Christ lays hold of first of all is the 
grace of God reconciling men to himseK in the death of his Son, 
and not imputing their trespasses to them, Eom. v. 10, 2 Cor. v. 19. 
But where grace is, there the law is no longer; throughout the whole 
domain of grace there is an end to every claim the law could make. 
If we be under grace, says the apostle, Eom. vi. 1 4, 1 5, we are no more 
under law ; law and grace are mutually exclusive of each other. 
Gal. ii. 21. Now if this be the relation between law and grace, if 
grace have so much the predominance over the law as to abolish 
the law altogether by grace, and render null and void all claims 
which it could make on account of the guilt of sin, then it appears 
that sin is not such a serious affair, and why should a man not sin 
if he be certain that grace is stronger than the law and sin ? The 
apostle takes up this question, Eom. vi. 1, and shows, first, that his 
doctrine of justification is not open to the charge of allowing licence 
to sin ; and then, that the justification which he teaches kills and 
extirpates sin from its very roots. The law is indeed abolished 
by grace, but grace has faith as its essential condition, and faith 
places a man in such a state of union with Christ, that what is true 
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of Christ must also be true of him who has faith in him. In the 
fellowship with Christ's life and death which faith procures, sin is 
put an end to in two ways : first, the death of the aap^ is also the 
death of sin; and, second, in the new life to which he who has died 
with Christ must rise in virtue of his union with him, sin can find 
no place. All who are baptized into Jesus Christ, says the apostle, 
Eom. vi. 3, are baptized into his death ; they are, therefore, buried 
with him through baptism into death, that as Christ has been raised 
up from the dead through the glory of the Father, so they also 
should walk in a new life. For if they be grown together with 
him in the likeness of his death, they will be one with him in his 
resurrection. The first of these two points, the being dead with 
Christ, is then further defined, verse 6 ; for we know that our old 
man is crucified with Christ, that the body of sin should be de- 
stroyed, so that we should no more serve sin, for he that is dead is 
absolved from sin. In order to apprehend correctly this latter 
proposition which embodies the general truth, ou which the apostle's 
argument proceeds, we have to remember how he regards the aap^ 
as the principle and the seat of sin. It is through his o-apf, 
his physical nature, that man is subject to sin and death. This 
dominion of sin and death can last only so long as the aap^ is 
vitally active and capable of asserting itselt As soon as it is 
dead, man is free from its dominion over him, and absolved from 
the claim which it makes on him ; if in the death of the aap^ he 
himself has died to the aap^y then he has discharged his debt to it ; 
not only is he free from it, but he has, as it were, formally and 
judicially cleared oflf scores with it, so that he stands over against 
it as a BUatof;, a justified person. The apostle expresses this relation 
by the phrase, hehi,Kaioyrai> airo tyj^ dpuprias. The aap^, however, 
is dead, or the man in the nap^ has died to it, because he has died 
with Christ ; for Christ is crucified for this purpose, that the body 
of sin might be destroyed, Eom. vi. 6. Inasmuch as he died, he 
died unto sin, in reference to sin, Eom. vi. 10, since he condemned 
sin in the flesh. Through the surrender of his body to crucifixion 
he took from sin the power which it possessed in the sinful body. 
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Now from this the apostle draws the immediate inference that he 
who believes in Christ cannot, being dead, live in respect to sin, or 
in the service of sin, ver. 11. " Thus do you also regard yourselves, 
that you are dead for sin ; let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body (the physical mortality of which ought to symbolize to you that 
other mortality, that it is already veKpov ry dfiaprla), so that you 
should obey the lusts thereof. Nor do you yield your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin, for sin will not or cannot 
have power to rule over you, because you stand no longer under 
the law, but under grace." He, then, who is dead to sin, is also 
dead to the law, Eom. vii 4, for this simple reason, that the law 
can reign only so long as sin reigns ; for only under the rule of the 
law does sin develop its whole power, Eom. vii. 6. Thus the law 
itself seemed to call forth sin just in order that, in the guilt and 
punishment of sin it might appear in its whole power over man 
(hence there was at last nothing for it but to die to the law through 
the law, since it stood self-condemned in its insufl&ciency for man's 
salvation. Gal. ii. 1 9). A further reason why he who is dead to sin is 
dead to the law also is, that he who has died to sin can have died to 
it only in one way, viz., that Christ in his crucified body has de- 
stroyed the body of sin. As being dead with Christ, he now belongs, 
in virtue of this unity, to Christ alone, and thus through the death 
of Christ, all who have died with him are freed from the bond 
which binds mankind to the law. The apostle shows this, Eom. 
vii. 1 sq., through the analogy of a wife who is bound to her hus- 
band only so long as he lives. As death is in this instance the 
termination of a legal obligation, so in the case of the law; the 
law's binding power ceases so soon as he who stands under the law 
is dead ; thus, as soon as a man has died to sin through that unity 
with Christ which faith procures him, he is no longer subject to 
the law, — the old relation has ceased, and in the death of Christ, a 
new one has been formed. You have, says the apostle, Eom. vii. 4, 
become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you should 
belong to another, to Christ, who has risen from the dead; and that 
in this fellowship you should no longer, as when under the dominion 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



166 LIFE AND WOBK OF PAUL. [Part III. 

of the law, the flesh, and sin, bear fruit to death, but should bear 
fruit to God, Kom. vii. 4-6. Thus the second of the momenta above 
mentioned, life with and for Christ, is conditioned by the first, the 
being dead with Christ. The bond which binds a man to the law is 
loosed because he has died to sin, and has been absolved from the 
law ; the new bond now takes the place of the old one, the bond 
of union with Christ, whose life is also his life ; and he who lives 
in and with Christ Hves to God. " If we be dead with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live with him ; for we know that Christ, 
being raised from the dead, dies no more. In that he has died, he 
died to sin for ever ; in that he lives, he lives to God. So we also 
must regard ourselves as those who are dead to sin, and live to God 
in Christ Jesus,'' Kom. vi. 8-11. Christ himself lives in us as the 
higher principle which directs our whole being and life, in which 
everything in us that is merely finite, and belongs only to our self, 
or private ego, is done away, that we should live no longer to our- 
selves, but only to him. I am crucified with Christ, says the 
apostle, Gal. ii. 20 ; he who is crucified with Christ, who knows 
himself one with the crucified Christ, has also the life of Christ in 
himself. In this unity of life with Christ, then, do I live, but I 
live only in such a way that that which lives is not this ego of 
mine; I for myself do not live at all, but Christ lives in me because 
I am one with him, and in this unity with him, he only can be the 
principle of the life that is lived. It is true that my fleshly life 
itself has not on this account entirely ceased, so that I should no 
more live in the flesh at all ; but I live, so far as I live in the 
flesh, in faith in the Son of God, who has loved me, and given 
himself for me ; my life in the flesh is entirely a life of faith, and 
its being a life in faith causes it to be both these things at once, a 
life in the flesh, and a life of Christ in me ; faith, as the bond of 
union with Christ, makes it possible for these two to exist together. 
What gives faith the power to unite the believer with Christ, or 
that in Christ which attracts faith, and unites us to him in faith, 
is the love through which he died for us and in our stead ; for the 
love of Christ to us constrains us as a power coming upon us ; 
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while we consider that he, as one, died for all, arid that thus they 
are all dead; and he died for all, that they, in so far as they 
live, should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died 
for them, and is risen again, 2 Cor. v. 14. All that is parti- 
cular, individual, self-conc6med is done away in him, and, in the 
thought of his seK-sacrificing and devoted love, disappears before 
the universality of a spiritual principle. This love of Christ pro- 
ceeds itself from the love of God, who caused him to die for us, 
and it works love in us when it is received by us through faith ; 
faith passes over into love as the ttIotis St ayam-rfii epepyovfiei/rj, 
Gal. V. 6. Faith contains from the first the element of love, as its 
practical principle. What faith is in itself as faith moist become 
practical, and this takes place through love ; love is practical faith. 
Love in its connexion with faith is thus an important feature of 
the Pauline doctrine, for in it the law which was done away in ithe 
death of Christ is taken up again, only with a higher meaning. 
Love is indeed the whole smuvof the law^ in it the law becomes 
the law of Christ himself, Gal. v. 14, vi 2 (cf. €uvofio<i Xpiarov, 
1 Cor. ix. 21). Though the law is abolished through the death of 
Christ, it is not abolished altogether ; only that in it is taken away 
which was merely external, which was merely positive. Set free 
from its outward form, the legal becomes the moral, — the law is 
received back into the self-consciousness of the spirit, and the law 
of Christ is the moral consciousness in its essential oneness with 
the Christian consciousness. Thus what on the one side is freedom, 
is on the other side subordination. The Christian is called to free- 
dom as being free from the law, but it is not a freedom in which 
the flesh, his sensual nature with its sensual impulses, may have 
its play with less constraint ; his freedom is SovXeveiv dWrJKoc^ Bl 
arfdirqii, Gal. v. 13. The ideas of freedom and unfreedom (servi- 
tude, constraint) pass here into each other. So long as a man is a 
servant of sin he is free from righteousness {ekevOepo^ ry SiKatx)- 
avvrjy i.e. free over against righteousness, so that he is not bound by 
it, will not be determined by it, Eom. vi. 20); but when he is freed 
from sin, he is a bondsman to righteousness, and has now to make 
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his members, which were formerly members of lawlessness, servants 
of righteousness to holiness of life, Rom. vi. 16 sq. This also is a 
condition of bondage, and bears a certain analogy with the condi- 
tion of the man under the law and sin, so that it also may be re- 
garded as a tovKeveiv and hov\M0fjvaL ; but where faith is, that is, 
the faith that works by love, there is also the spirit, and they who 
will be led by the spirit do not stand under the law, because they 
walk in the spirit, nor do they fulfil the lusts of the flesh ; as those 
who belong to Christ, they have crucified the flesh with its affec- 
tions and lusts, GaL v. 16, 18, 24. Thus the spirit, the principle 
of the Christian consciousness, which is the highest stage of justifi- 
cation, is also the principle in which the adequate relation in which 
justification places man towards God, is practically realized. The 
spirit presupposes faith as the subjective form in which man takes 
up the spirit into himselt Through the spirit, that which he is as 
a justified person in his relation to God, in his consciousness of 
sonship of God, is practically operative. It brings in a life which, 
in its relation to God, approves itself a holy one, and such that man 
is a temple of God through the spirit dwelling in him, 1 Cor. iii. 16. 
In its reference to men, this life approves itself as one which brings 
forth out of itself the fruits of faith, which consist in love. In both 
these references, it is a life in which we live not to ourselves, but 
to Christ who lives in us.^ 

^ The same subject is dealt with by the author, Neutest. TheoL 174 «g. He 
there enters more specially into the question how Paul's demand for good works 
consists with his propositions as to the impossibility of justification by works of 
the law. To this he answers, p. 180 aq, (in agreement with my views, Theol. 
Jahrb. ziii. 303 sqq,), that the reason why Paul never thinks of any inconsist- 
ency here is, — that his doctrine of justification refers entirely to the relation of 
Christianity to Judaism ; that to be a Christian and to be justified are one and 
the same thing to him (so that the question could never arise in his mind whether 
the good works which have their origin in Christian faith contribute anything to ' 
justification). At the same time, he remarks that the antithesis of faith and 
works is only one of abstract thought and of general principle ; that in reality 
the two are not thus independent of each other, so that the one might be present 
and the other entirely absent ; and that thus the opposition of justification by 
faith and justification by works is reconciled and brought to rest in the simple 
moral truth of such passages as Kom. iL 6, 1 Cor. iii. 13 «g., ijL 17, 2 Cor. v. 10, 
ix. 6, GaL vL 7 «g.— JSi«or'# Note. 
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FOURTH CHAPTER. 

CHKIST AS THE PRINCIPLE OF THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 
WHICH HE FOUNDED. 

The doctrine of justification by faith was entirely within the 
sphere of the individual consciousness. It is only the relation of 
the individual to Christ that is there in question. Faith in Christ 
is first of all a personal thing ; the most prominent fact of the 
believer's consciousness is what Christ is for him, in this definite 
relation to him. But he cannot be conscious of this relation in 
which Christ stands to him without being aware, at the same time, 
that what is true of him is true of all the others for whom Christ 
died, as he died for him, since he, as the one, died for all, 2 Cor. v. 
14. The Christian consciousness which is awakened and inspired 
by faith in Christ is necessarily also the consciousness of a com- 
munion of believers, whose unity consists simply in this, that 
Christ is the principle of their fellowship. In order to denote the 
organic unity with each other of those who stand within this 
commimion, the apostle compares them with the organism of the 
human body, Rom. xii. 4. " As we have many members in one 
body, but all the members have not the same ofl&ce ; so we, being 
many, are one body in Christ, and as for each individual regarded 
separately, we are related to each other as members." The apostle 
reminds his readers of this, in order to exhort them to unity and 
unanimity. As the body has different members, so in the Christian 
community there are difierent gifts of grace, according to the grace 
that is given to every man. There is prophecy according to the 
proportion of faith, there is ministry, doctrine, exhortation, etc. 
All these gifts then ought to work together for the common good 
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of those who are combined in the one fellowship, Christ being 
looked up to by all as the principle of this communion, it being 
always remembered that we ev a&fia ea-fiev ev Xpurr^. But not 
only are we one body in Christ, as the apostle says, that is, as 
Christians, in so far as we are one with Christ in faith; we ourselves 
also are, as he says, 1 Cor. xii 27, a&fia Xpurrov kcu fieKrj €k 
fi€pov^. This is generally taken as if the apostle called the 
Christian community, the €KK\rf<rla, of whose different ofiices and 
gifts he is speaking in the passage, itself the body of Christ. But 
it must not be overlooked that the phrase is only a&fia X/o., not 
TO a&^a Xp. Now <r&fia Xp. (gen. obj.) is only a body which has 
the objective reason of its existence in Christ ; it is only in view of 
its relation to Christ that it is called a body, that is, it is a body 
(as the apostle expresses it in the first passage) inasmuch as we ep 
acofid eafjbep ev Xpiar^. This designation of the Christian fellow- 
ship as a a&fia Xp,, not the a&fia Xp», seems intended to bring 
out the merely figurative intent of the term; and the apostle 
explains his meaning more fully, verse 12 : "As the body is one (a 
unity equal to itself) and has many members, but all the members 
of the body, though they be many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ." Here it might appear very natural to understand 6 Xpiariyi 
as standing simply for the Christian church; yet the apostle's 
meaning in this case also is probably that as there is a natural 
body, so also there is, in a figurative spiritual sense, a body, the 
whole significance of which — the proper conception of the essence of 
which — is in Christ; a <r&fia Xptarov. And as every natural body 
is both one and complex, and consists of many members which are 
different from each other, and yet bound together to the unity of a 
whole, so also with the Christian community as a spiritual body. 
The principle of unity of this spiritual body is originally Christ, 
but Christ operates here through the spirit. Thus in the spirit all 
who became Christians are one body, however they may differ in their 
natural extraction and in other particulars. For we are all, says 
the apostle, verse 13, baptized in one spirit to one body (so that as 
baptized persons we form one and the same society), and have been 
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all made to drink of One Spirit.^ Since, then (we must supply 
this thought after verse 13), all who have been baptized form in this 
way one body in the fellowship of the same spirit, this unity can- 
not be formed by any one man for himself, but only by all together ; 
or, this unity can only be brought about by the difference of the 
many from each other, and must be such a unity as will allow 
each man to have his rights and free development (in the transi- 
tion from ver. 13 to 14 the apostle brings the idea irdvre^ into pro- 
minence, that all are to be taken together, that it is to be kept in 
view that in their unity they are also ' a plurality of subjects 
existing beside each other). For the natural body also does not 
consist of one member, but of many ; and thus no single member 
must assume such importance for its own individuality, as to seek 
to exist only for itself and not as a member of the body. Thus no 
member can tear itself from its connexion with the body and with 
all the other members, as if to be only for itself, and itself to com- 
pose the whole body ; for the organism is that of a human body, 
a unity in plurality, and a plurality in unity, and can only subsist 
in all together. In this sense, then, does the apostle regard the 
Christian fellowship as one body ; it is a totality, the constituent 
members of which form a unity by their reference to Christ ; and 
it is an organic unity in which no one excludes the other, but 
every one receives the complement of all the others to make up 
the unity of the whole. The conception of this fellowship includes 
those two momenta, that of unity and that of variety ; and the 
principle which enables these two to exist together is the spirit. 
The spirit resolves the variety into unity, and introduces variety 
into the unity, and reconciles unity to itself through variety. 
The Christian community is a thing that is only becoming, and 
that it may be realized, it is necessary that every difference which 

^ There can be no doubt that the only admissible reading is kol irdvT€s iy 
rrv€VfjLa €7roTia3rffitv, and if this be so, then ivoriaB, can only refer to baptism. 
Our reception into the Christian church by baptism at the first planting of our 
Christian life was effected through the same spirit, and through the same spirit 
was that principle communicated to us in baptism, which is to serve for the con- 
tinual nourishment and furtherance of our Christian life. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



172 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [Part III. 

originates elsewhere, every natural diflference by which men are 
divided in their national, their political, or any other relations, 
should be done away. This is brought about, as the apostle says, 
by all being baptized in one spirit to one body. But the spirit 
which makes all diflferences disappear in unity makes them dis- 
appear only that they may proceed again out of itself ; and 
that having taken them up into itself, and purified and 
spiritualized them in its own essence, it may send them forth 
as forms of its own nature. The very idea of its nature impels 
it to destroy itself, to disintegrate and divide itself into its 
elements, to cause the conception of its essence to separate into its 
essential momenta ; for here there is not only a unity, but in the 
unity also a diversity, without which there is no livinjg organic 
unity, no vital development. This is what the apostle says very 
significantly in the words : huiipdtrei^ j^apurfidrtop ehrl, to Be 
avTo irvevfia, 1 Cor, xii. 4. The one spirit individualizes itself 
in the various charisms which make one man to differ from another. 
As Christianity itself is x^pi^, and the spirit is the principle 
through which what Christianity is essentially, objectively, becomes 
a living reality in the subjective apprehension of the individual, so 
the charisms are the various operations and appearances which 
Christianity assumes, according to the nature of the different in- 
dividualities in which it finds expression. Thus, while the spirit 
individualizes itself in the several charisms, it can do so only in 
accordance with the different individualities in which these 
charisms are deposited, and which become Christian personalities 
only through the agency of the spirit. The natural, then, is given 
to Christianity; it has only to penetrate and inspire it with its 
own spirit. The charisms are originally nothing but the gifts and 
qualities which each man brings with him to Christianity ; and 
these gifts and qualities are exalted into charisms because the Chris- 
tian consciousness and life are found on them, and reared on the 
materials which they bring, and moulded by the operation of the spirit 
into their different individual forms. What the Scaipeaei^ 'xapvaiiaTwv 
are in relation to the spirit as their principle, the Suiip€<r€i<: BiaKo- 
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piS>p are in relation to the Lord, since they have no object save to 
be used, through the services which every one can yield with his 
charisms, for the welfare of the fellowship of the Lord, and to be 
means towards the realizing of the common good. Thus the 
SuiKoviai are only another phase of the ^apla-fMra, and are related 
to them simply as the outward to the inward. The hiaipi<rei^ iv 
efyfijfuiTtov are essentially the same, only regarded from another 
point of view. Here these same operations are referred to the 
causality of Grod, which works all in aU, as the first cause. They 
are also phenomena in which (as was the case with some of them) 
a peculiar divine influence is manifest. The spirit manifests itself 
in each of them after its individual character for the general good. 
The special charisms which the apostle mentions as wrought 
by the same spirit are the X0709 a-o^ia% the gift of delivering a 
lecture or discourse of special instructiveness in point of form and 
contents ; the \<xyo9 yp(ia€a}<i, a discourse in which the deeper 
spiritual sense of Scripture is unfolded, chiefly by means of 
allegorical interpretation,^ 7r/<rrt9, the faith in divine providence, 
which exhibits its special strength in extraordinary circumstances 
and emergencies. Then the jaaplapMra utfidroyv, the gift of utter- 
ing a prayer full of faith in cases of severe illness, and that with 
such peculiar power and intensity as to elevate and soothe both 
the sick persons and others who are present. In this prayer the 
sick persons were commended to the divine succour, and their 
recovery was promised, if according to God's will, with more or 
less assurance ; and thus the lafiara to which this charism re- 
ferred were not a consequence which followed in every case, but 
rather what was aimed at — what was made the object of faithful 
prayer. Then the Ivepytujuna Bupafietov, the gift of coming 
forward and working in special cases with remarkable energy, in 
the interests, and for the cause of Christianity, of exercising ex- 
traordinary vigour of spirit and power of action ; to work Bvpdfi€i<:, 
wonders, in this wide sense: the irpo<jyrfT€la, the StaKpiaei^ 
irvevfidrtov, the gift of distinguishing whether those who declared 
^ TvuMTis sometimes stands specially for allegory. CL die Chr. Gnosis, p. 85 sq. 
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themselves prophets really were so, whether the Spirit of God 
really spoke through them, the eyei/iy yXaxra&v, and the ip/jurjvela 
yXooaacov} All this is worked by one and the same spirit, who 
divides and distributes himself to each man specially as he wiH 
All these charisms are free gifts and operations of the divine 
spirit, which manifests itself in them in its divers forms, and as it 
were disintegrates itself into the momenta of its own conception. 
AU of them are simply the manifestation of that spiritual life 
which proceeds from the spirit as the principle of the Christian 
communion, to display and diffuse itself in that communion as 
the whole fulness and manifoldness of its a&fua Xpurrov. And as 
it is the same divine spirit which produces all these operations, so 
it is the same which, as the spirit identical with itself, operates 
through all the periods of the Christian Church, in the same 
fundamental types of the Christian life. These tjrpes are, indeed, 
subject to modification, with the diversities of different ages and 
individuals, yet they are always present in the deep tendencies 
which are perpetually recurring and exhibiting the same variations 
and contrasts. The whole history of the development of the 
Christian Church is only the unfolding of the divine spirit, and 
shows how it more and more individualizes itself and distributes 
itself into all its variations. As it can become manifest only 
because there are Biai^pea-ei^ p^a/otcr/L&aTcoi/, as it Sta^peZ itself in them, 
so the variety which this fact implies must work itself out in an 
ever-widening circumference. The greater the fulness of the 
spiritual life which it includes within itself as the principle of the 
Christian body, the greater must be, not only the manifoldness, 
but also the divergency of the forms in which the idea of the 
Christian Church moves towards its realization. In this way 
everything which the one spirit that works in the Church 
contains within itself must be brought forth and made to 
appear. Only this must be observed, that however great the 
variation and the contrast of the forms may be in which the 

^ Gf. with reference to these latter charisms the essay mentioned, vol. i 
p. 16. 



Digitized by Kj OOQ IC 



Chap. IV.] CHRIST THE PRINCIPLE OF CHRISTIANITY. 175 

Christian life is developed, the bond is nevertheless not severed 
which connects them with each other, and with the spirit, 
and makes them one ; the spirit goes forth out of itself, only to 
return into itself, and to take back into itself the phenomena in 
which it has become external and objective to itself. It is this 
other side (essentially connected with that first one) on which 
the spiritual process in which the Christian life is developed comes 
back to itself again in the unity of its own inward motion, and 
becomes the process of the spirit mediating itself with itself, that 
the apostle has in view, when he insists again and again upon the 
point, that the principle of all those various charisms is that same 
spirit, identical with itself ; when he insists so strongly that the 
one purpose of them all is to serve as means to further the common 
purpose of the Christian fellowship ; and when in this connexion 
he speaks of love as the element in which all diversity and con- 
trast, all particular and subjective interests must subside, and be 
subordinate to the unity of the idea. Thus what he says of the 
nature of love (1 Cor. xiii) has an intimate connexion with his 
doctrine of the charisms and of the Christian community. In that 
love which inspires all her members, the church ought to realize 
the idea of her own unity ; in that love she should seek to return 
from aU her differences to her unity. To this unity fi*om which 
she comes forth, and to which she returns again when she is 
perfected, she is to be built up on the foundation which is laid 
once for all, which is no other than Jesus Christ. Ever3rthing 
that contributes to the furtherance of the Christian life is termed 
very fittingly, in the Pauline language, a building up; in this 
building up, the common work is to be advanced towards its end 
by every one doing his part in his own sphere, under the con- 
tinual operation of the Holy Spirit. Thus the Christian Church 
is, as a whole, what each individual ought to be for himself, a 
temple of Grod, in which the Spirit of God dwells ; as the temple 
of God is holy, so Christians should be holy, for they are a temple 
of God (1 Cor. iiL 16 sq) The notion holiness comprehends here 
everything that the Christian communion has to be in its most 
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general character, as the kingdom of God founded by Christ, and 
working out its accomplishment in Christ The spirit which 
dwells arid governs in the Christian communion, both in the 
whole and in every individual, is named the Holy Spirit — this is 
his specific predicate ; and the object of his activity can be no- 
thing else than the holiness of the Christian Church, to be realized 
in the progressive sanctification of all her members. Christ him- 
self is eminently the ay W9, who has himself the irvevfia d^iaxrvvn]^ ; 
and Christians are not merely KXrirol, persons called to the 
Messianic blessedness through the free grace of God in Christ, 
KXqrol 'Irjaov Xpurrov, but also arfioi ; as xXryrol, they are also 
cuycoi, Kkrjrdi aryu>i, or ^laafievoi ev Xpurr^ ^Ifj<rov (1 Cor. i 2), i,e, 
those who have in Christ the principle of their being made holy, 
who are themselves holy persons in their union with him, the 
Holy One. The fundamental and ever-recurring thought of the 
apostle is, that only in union with Christ can the Christian be 
what he is and ought to be as a Christian, that in him alone has 
he the essential principle of his being and his living, or is he 
himself a Christ, a Christian, as the German language expresses so 
significantly in the Christian' nama^ The name 'xpcariavol, used 
only by the adversaries of Christianity, expresses nothing but the 
external side of this relation ; the expression eiriKaTioyfiei/oi to 
ovofia Tov Kvpiov r}iiS)v ^Irjaov XpioTov (1 Cor. i. 2), turns from the 
outward to the inward side of the relation; but the oi/t€9 ev 
Xpiarrof, 1 Cor. L 30; 2 Cor. v. 17, expresses its most intimate 
principle. In the ovT€<i ev XpicrrA, Christ is the immanent, sub- 
stantial principle of their being and life; in them, as a a&fxa 
Xpiarovy he is himself to be beheld in his identity with them ; 
what is true of them is true of him. Whatever interferes with or 
destroys the unity of the Christian communion ; whatever, instead 
^of drawing its members closer tpgether in the unity of the spirit, 
divides them, or rends them asunder, is not merely a severance of 
the bond which connects the individual with Christ — it is a 
division and dismemberment of Christ himself (jiefjuepiarac 6 
^ The German word for Christian is der Cfhrist, the Christ. 
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Xpcarro^ ; 1 Cor. i 13). As the eXvai ev Xptar^ is, in its original 
conception, true of the individual as well as of the whole, it is a 
merely figurative way of stating the relation of the church to 
Christ, to compare it with the marriage-bond. The apostle says 
of himself (as founder of the Corinthian Church) (2 Cor. xi. 2) that 
he had espoused her to one man, in order to present her as a chaste 
vii'gin to Christ. The church is therefore united as a bride with 
Christ her bridegroom. The comparison, however, is merely 
figurative, and used for the purpose of exhortation. It is devoid 
of the dogmatic intention with which the idea is accompanied iii 
Eph. V. 23 sq} 

Entrance to the Christian Church, admission to it in order to 
incorporation in it as a a&fia Xpiarrov, takes place by means of 
baptism, for all who are baptized into Christ put on Christ, Gal. 
iii. 27. They are baptized into Christ, because baptism is in His 
name, and thus accompanied with believing acknowledgment of 
all that that name implies. One cannot, therefore, be baptized into 
Christ without believing in him, and becoming one with him, 
so far as faith makes the believer one with him. This relation 
to Christ which is brought about by baptism is called putting 
on Christ, an expression which represents the relation, not as an 
outward, but as an essentially inward one. He who puts on a 
garment goes altogether inside it, and identifies himself with it, 
and since all who are baptized into Christ become one with him in 
the very same way, there is an end in this identity of everything 

^ A comparison of the Epistle to the Ephesians shows distinctly throughout, 
how, at the standpoint which it occupies, the ideality of the Pauline conception 
of the Christian church has passed over into the material conception of the 
Catholic church. What is with Paul quite ideally cafia Xpiarov is here quite 
definitely t6 aafui rod Xpiarov, Eph. iv. 12 ; there is one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, iv. 4. A unity of faith in this objective sense, as the faith of the church, 
is not known to our apostle ; he merely says, irdvres €is core iv Xpiar^ *Ii;o-oi), 
GaL iii 28. Nor is Christ called /tc^aX^ in the earlier Epistles, because the con- 
ception of the (r&fui has not yet reached, as a whole, this concrete and material 
development. The whole machinery of the organism of the church may be clearly 
recognised in the expressions of the Epistle to the Ephesians, iv. 12, 16. Cf. 
Misc. zum Eph. Brief, Theol. Jahrb. 1844, p. 385 (Schwegler, Nachap. Zeit ii. 
381 8q,). 

M 
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in the outward circumstances of life that divides or distinguishes 
them from each other. In this new relation which is entered 
externally by baptism, internally by faith, there is neither Jew 
nor Gentile, neither bond nor free, neither male nor female, all are 
one in Christ Jesus. In this unity with Christ they are all one 
among one another, every man is simply a Christian, as aU the 
others are, GaL iiL 28, cf. 1 Cor. xii. 13. In order to be one with 
Christ, it is also necessary to partake in everything that is insepar- 
able from his person. He who is one with him lives in him ani 
with him; but in order to live with Christ, one must also have 
died with him as he himself died. Therefore baptism, as baptism 
into Christ, is itself a baptism into his death, and in its form as an 
immersion, baptism represented this fellowship in Christ's death 
as symbolically a fellowship in his burial It was very graphically 
represented in the rite, how one had to descend with Christ into 
death, and the grave, and the under- world, in order to rise with him 
again to a new life. Bom. vi. 3 sq. Being a baptism into the death 
of Jesus, it is, of course, a baptism for the forgiveness of sins, or, 
figuratively speaking, a washing away of sins. But this negative 
includes in itself all that is positive. When the apostle says of 
Christians, 1 Cor. vL 11, that they are washed, that they are 
sanctified, that they are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and in the Spirit of God, this is nothing but a general description 
of the Christian character as imparted to the Christiaji even in his 
baptism. The operative principle by which one is incorporated at 
baptism into the Christian fellowship is the spirit; the spirit 
communicates itself in the rite as the principle of Christian con- 
sciousness, 1 Cor. xii. 13. 

Along with baptism, the apostle speaks of the Lord's Supper 
(not perhaps at 1 Cor. xii 13, where, according to the correct 
reading and interpretation, there is nothing said of the Lord's 
Supper ; yet) at 1 Cor. x. 1, where he says of the Israelites, that 
"they were aU baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 
and all ate the same spiritual food; and all drank the same 
spiritual drink." This is all said with typical reference to 
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baptism and the Lord's Supper, as the two essential elements of 
the religious life of the Christian community. The apostle here 
goes back to the analogies which the Jewish religion presents to 
Christian baptism and the Christian supper, in order to get a 
foundation for his argument about participating in the Gentile 
sacrificial feasts ; he impresses the thought upon his readers, that 
the higher the stage one has reached in the religious life, the more 
need is there for caution lest one fall : that all the privileges and 
blessings by which a religion is distinguished can give no security 
against the penalties which God inflicts on those who violate the 
religious communion that is sacred to him, or who fall away from 
the one true religion to heathenism and idolatry. Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper are thus equally essential elements of the 
Christian communion, and both equally contain in themselves 
that which constitutes its peculiar character and superiority. If 
it be through baptism that a man is incorporated in the Christian 
fellowship, the Lord's Supper, on the other hand, must be a means 
for the furtherance of the religious life in this fellowship, and as 
baptism not only unites all who are baptized into one body, but 
makes them a body of Christ, translates them, as it were, into the 
communion of one and the same vital organism with Christ, so, in 
the Lord's Supper, the reference to Christ must be the same, and 
of equal scope. The apostle regards it from this point of view 
when he asks, 1 Cor. x. 16, if the cup of blessing which we bless 
be not a fellowship with the blood of Christ ? and the bread which 
we break a fellowship with the body of Christ ? Since it is one 
loaf, the many are one body, for they all partake in the one bread. 
It can scarcely be thought accidental that in this connexion, 
where he is speaking of the body of Christ, he calls the Christian 
fellowship a body, and that because in it many are bound together 
into a unity. The leading thought on which the apostle is here 
insisting is, that by partaking of the cup and the bread, many are 
brought into one and the same common relation to Christ, and 
partake of Christ in the same way. And here the idea was 
probably before his mind, that the reason why Christ called the 
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bread with which he instituted the Lord's Supper his body, was 
that this action makes the Christian fellowship a a-Zfia Xpurrov, 
since many take part in that same relation to him which his death 
has brought about. What the apostle, however, considered the 
chief object of the institution of the Lord's Supper was, as he 
explains in the second passage which the same Epistle contains 
on the subject, xi. 23 sq,, that it was to be an action for the con- 
tinuous remembering of Jesus, and especially of his death, in 
which he gave himself for men, and brought them into a new 
relation towards God. The cup is the new covenant, or contains 
a representation of the new covenant as founded on the blood of 
Christ, — on the death of Christ on the cross. As often, then, as 
one eats of the bread and drinks of the cup, one is to show forth 
the death of the Lord till he come ; what the partakers have before 
them, as the body and the blood of Christ, is to take the place of 
Christ himself, and to be to them instead of his own personal 
presence. The peculiar action of the rite is to be one connecting 
the past, in which he was personally present, with the future, in 
which he is to come again in person, and that by the most graphic 
and living commemoration. And this commemoration, having to 
serve such a purpose, could fasten only on that crisis in the life of 
Christ, in which he was on the point of completing, by the sacrifice 
of himself, that which was the essential basis of the new religion 
he was founding. Thus the peculiar idea of the Lord's Supper is, 
that in the elements the partakers have him, as it were, before 
them, as one who died for them; and in the elements become 
conscious of his bloody death on the cross, and thus regard them 
as the symbols of his body and blood. And so there can be no 
greater offence in reference to the Lord's Supper than to partake 
of the bread and wine without being distinctly conscious that they 
are the body and blood of Christ. By doing this, the partaker 
becomes guilty of a sin against the body and blood of Christ, 
because, not keeping in his mind the great difference that obtains 
between this eating and drinking, which are so full of meaning, 
and every other, he fails thereby to realize the object for which the 
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Lord's Supper was instituted — the ever-recurring proclamation of 
the death of Christ, and the continuous representation of his 
personal presence. Taking all this together, we see that the chief 
significance of the Lord's Supper consists, with the apostle, in the 
historical commemoration of Christ as the founder of Christianity. 
As he himself received what referred to it in the way of historical 
tradition, 1 Cor. xi. 23, so the Lord's Supper is itself to be a chief 
means of keeping alive the historical memory of Christ as the 
founder of Christianity. * As a historical religion, Christianity 
depends on, and is bound up in, the person of its founder, and to 
keep up the historical connexion with him, constantly and livingly, 
is thus an essential condition of the continued existence of the 
Christian communion. The more nearly and the more immedi- 
ately, then, the Lord's Supper connects the members of the 
Christian fellowship with Christ, the more does it become itself 
the actual centre of that fellowship, and that which constitutes its 
characteristic difference from all other religious fellowships. The 
central point of a religion must be just where its professors become 
most immediately conscious of that which is the essential contents 
of every religion, — atonement with God. According to the apostle's 
own comparison of Christianity with Judaism and heathenism in 
this respect, 1 Cor. x. 18, this central point is, in the Jewish 
religion, the sacrificial altar of the one temple; in the heathen 
religion, the sacrificial cultus generally ; in the Christian religion, 
the Lord's Supper. The Lord's Supper is the showing forth of the 
death of Jesus, and thus of the atonement effected through him. 
One can appropriate this atonement only by historically re- 
membering the fact of the death of Jesus on the cross. Thus the 
Lord's Supper, as the central point of the Christian religion, cannot 
be dissociated from this historical commemoration, and he who 
fails to hold the feast in living consciousness of what it means 
must thereby be removed more or less from the centre of the Chris- 
tian religion. It is only in the living reference to Christ and to his 
atoning death, as brought home to the consciousness in the Lord's 
Supper, that the Christian community becomes a o-^/xa Xpurrov. 
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FIFTH CHAPTER 

THE RELATION OF CHRISTIANITY TO JUDAISM AND HEATHENISM. 

The deep inwaxd foundation on which the apostle's doctrine of 
justification rests is the moral consciousness of man : it is in the 
moral consciousness of man, as he is while yet standing under the 
law, that the law works out the proof of its own inability to save 
him. In this sphere law and faith stand over against each other 
in the relation of division and atonement. Now this contrast, which 
is found deepest and most intense in the individual human con- 
sciousness, presents itself also as a great historical contrast in the 
relation of Judaism and Christianity. It was through a breach 
with Judaism that the apostle's Christian consciousness first took 
shape, and thus it came about that he regarded Christianity in the 
main as the opposite of Judaism. His deep conviction that Chris- 
tianity was a new ZiaJBrqK% and that it contained a totally new 
principle of the religious life, rendered it inevitable that he should 
define the relation of the two SuidfJKdi to each other as a relation 
of contrast In describing this contrast, he exhibits profound and 
comprehensive ideas of the historical development of religion. 

The apostle sums up the chief result of the ante-Christian history 
of religion in the proposition, Eom. iii. 9, that Jews and Gentiles 
are both equally under sin, i.e. that it cannot be said of any one in 
the Jewish or heathen world that he was a truly justified person, 
because no one is without sin, and without faith there can be no 
forgiveness of sins. The apostle's discussion in the three first 
chapters of the Epistle to the Eomans amounts to an empirical proof 
of the proposition with which his doctrine of justification had al- 
ready furnished him, that no man can be righteous without faith. 
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If there be no righteousness without faith, the whole pre-Christian 
period must attest the fact by its predominant and continual sin- 
fulness. /While, however, the apostle takes sinfulness to be the 
general character of the whole pre-Christian period, he refers it at 
the same time to a general principle. In that period sin reigns 
alone ; there was as yet no opposing principle to break the power 
of sin. Sin itself is the ruling principle of that period, and the 
ante-Christian and the Christian time, or Adam and Christ, are re- 
lated to each other as sin and grace, as death and life, or as law 
and faith. The apostle deals with this great contrast in the passage 
Eom. V. 12 $qq. After contrasting the want of BtKaiova0(u ef 
€pya)v vofiov in the ante-Christian time with the ZiKaiovadav he 
irloTeSx; as the new principle of religious life which has appeared 
in Christ, he rises to the general standpoint we have indicated, 
from which the ante-Christian and the Christian time are regarded 
in their essential difference. The universality of the reign of sin 
and death is proved by the simple fact that both had their beginning 
in the very first man ; from him they have been diffused to all men. 
Therefore — the apostle draws this conclusion from the preceding — 
it is the same with Christ as with Adam ; the one is, equally with 
the other, the beginning and the principle of a great world-his- 
torical period. It is here, as it is there, where through one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon 
all men, for a distinct proof that aU have sinned. This rendering 
of the words e^' ^ iravre^ fjfjLaprov, which are the key to the 
whole passage, is at variance with the explanations of that phrase 
which have hitherto been current, but I think it is the only admis- 
sible one. Grammatically €(f> ^ cannot be taken in any other sense 
than "because," which is undoubtedly very common ; nor, if the 
statement €(f> ^ ir. ^fi. be taken only in its connexion with the 
foregoing, is there any objection to this rendering. Do not the 
apostle's words yield a perfectly adequate sense, if we interpret 
them thus; when once through Adam sin and death, thus intimately 
connected with each other, acquired the force of a dominating prin- 
ciple, death passed upon all men, because they have all sinned ? 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



184 LIFE AND WOBK OF PAUL. [Part III. 

Even if the apostle do regard sin and death as a general principle 
which rules irrespectively of the individual, that does not by any 
means preclude the supposition that the connexion between sin 
and death, which was first established through Adam, is brought 
home to each individual by means of his own sin. In order that 
it might not appear as if the sin of the individual were the only true 
cause of his death, it was sought, instead of translating €<l> w simply 
" because," to give it the meaning, " the fact being that," " imder the 
additional circumstance that," " in such a y^ray as that" In this 
way death would not be deduced &om the sin of each individual, 
but this sin of the individual would be merely mentioned as a cir- 
cumstance which takes place in connexion with that death which 
reigns already because of Adam's sin. But what end can it have 
to give the sentence e^* ^ tt. j|f/x. a merely subordinate importance, 
and how ambiguously must the apostle have expressed himself if 
all he did to deny that the sin of the individual was the cause of 
his death, was merely to use a particle which, in addition to its first 
indisputable meaning, "because," perhaps possessed that other 
meaning ; for even though e<l> <jp = eirl rovrtp, on, as well as hri 
T0UT9) cScrre, yet " under condition that," " and under the circum- 
stances that," are not entirely the same. The question that has to be 
answered for a proper rendering of ver. 12 can be no other than 
this ; why in the second part of the verse the apostle places death 
first, and sin after it ; why he does not say, after the analogy of 
what precedes, "and so aU men have sinned, and death has passed 
upon alL" But it is no answer to this question merely to take from 
€^' ^ the meaning of causality, and make the death as far as possible 
independent of the e^' ^ tt. iJ/a. ; what we have chiefly to attend to 
is the connexion with what follows, since the apostle goes on with 
yap, ver. 13. .And this is the great mistake in the way the passage 
has been treated hitherto: no regard has been paid to the connexion 
of ver. 12 with ver. 13, at least no satisfactory explanation of that 
connexion has been given. To make the connexion clear, we have 
to take the passage in this way : that, as in ver. 13, the apostle infers 
the presence of sin from the fact of the dominion of death, so also. 
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in ver. 12, he infers the universality of ^uMiprov from the univer- 
sality of death, or regards the latter as a proof of the former" 
Through one man sin eiitered into the world, and through sin death, 
and so death passed upon all men, which shows that, which in- 
volves the presupposition that, all have sinned. For until the law 
sin was in the world ; not even this period was without sin ; but 
sin is not imputed where there is no law, and it might therefore be 
said that there was no sin during this period ; but the presence of 
sin in this period is clearly demonstrated by the death which reigned 
from Adam to Moses. The men of this period must have sinned 
also, though their sins were not altogether like those of Adam, who 
sinned against a positive injunction. The apostle's idea here is that 
sin as well as death is universal, and that they are inseparably 
linked to each other. The universality of sin, however, is not so 
immediately and clearly apparent as the universality of death, and 
so it is inferred that sin is universal from the fact that death is uni- 
versal, there being no death apart from sin, which is its cause. The 
whole argument, therefore, shows distinctly that though he sees in sin 
and death the operation of a principle reigning in humanity since 
Adam, he yet conceives the death of man to be brought about only by 
the imputation to each individual of his own actual sin. The passage 
thus proves the very opposite of what has generally been drawn from 
it as a locus dassims for the doctrine of original sin. The only ques- 
tion is whether e^' ^ can be taken in the sense here alleged, and of 
this there can hardly be a doubt. The ordinary meaning "because," 
is simply stated more distinctly in the phrase "proceeding on the 
fact that," " it being presupposed that." The diflTerence is simply 
that what "because" expresses objectively, is by that other rendering 
logically defined for the subjective consciousness. For the purpose 
of a logical demonstration, cause and effect, the thing implied and 
that which proceeds upon it, are held apart. 'O Odvaro^ SLrjXOev, 
i<l> ^ IT. fjii. means accordingly: Death came to all under the presup- 
position that all sinned, ie. the coming of death is a thing which 
involves, which cannot be explained except on the supposition 
that, all sinned; the one always impUes the other. If there 
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be a time in which it might be expected that there was no sin, it 
is the time from Adam to Moses, and yet, as certainly as death 
reigned during this period, so certainly it was not without sin. 
That this logical explanation of cause and effect is the proper sense 
of €0' jS, may be shown from the other two passages of the New 
Testament in which the phrase occurs ; 2 Cor. v. 4 ; Phil. iii. 1 2. In 
these passages, also, the meaning I have indicated affords a much 
better sense than the ordinary "because." In the first of these pas- 
sages the apostle says ; as being in the body we groan under the bur- 
den; now if he goes on, because we do not wish to be unclothed, but 
to be clothed upon, this yields no clear sense. Here also we must 
take €0' ^ as marking the purpose of the argument. In the body 
we sigh under a burden ; yet this does not imply that we desire to 
be unclothed, but only that we desire to be clothed upon; what is to 
be inferred is not the wish to 6icSt;9.,but the wish to hrev^ The second 
passage is commonly taken thus : but I follow after, if I may also 
apprehend that for which I also have been apprehended. This, how- 
ever, is neither accurate nor clear. The proper rendering of €(f> i 
must be this : which presupposes that, etc.; I follow after, if I may 
also apprehend it, which, of course, ia only possible on the presup- 
position that I have been apprehended by Christ. A comparison of 
these three passages shows at once that e<l> ^ is inseparable, and is 
to be taken as a conjunction. Thus that other interpretation, which 
certainly adheres more closely to the ordinary meaning of the pre- 
position eirly but makes ^ refer to ddvaro^ or to the sentence el? 
irdvra^ Btf}\0€p, cannot be defended. Death is said to be the estab- 
lished consequence of sin, under the presupposition of which all 
individuals sinned, or the pre-ordained result to accomplish which 
they sinned. This, however, would require not e^' jj, but eU ov. 

It is thus explained in what sense Adam is a type of the future 
or second Adam. These two, Adam and Christ, stand over against 
each other as the dominion of sin and death, and the reign of 
grace, in which the dominion of sin and death is done away. What 
the apostle remarks, ver. 15, of the difference between the two, 
is less essential and serves only to increase the contrast. It is 
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not, he says, with the gift of grace as with the trespass. For if 
by the trespass of one many died, much more (the more there were 
who died) has the grace of God and the gift in grace of the One 
Man, Jesus Christ, proved eflfectual in many. And it is not as it 
happened there through one that sinned, with the gift of grace. 
The judgment came from one man, as a judgment of condemnation ; 
but the gift of grace from many trespasses, as a judgment of justi- 
fication. If through the transgression of the one death reigned 
through the one, much more shall they who receive the abundance 
of the grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the 
one Jesus Christ. (The contrast is thus not merely the quantita- 
tive one of if evo^ and etc ttoW&v, ver. 16, but also a qualitative one, 
inasmuch as the reign of life through grace is infinitely better than 
the reign of death through sin, ver. 17.) As, then, through one 
transgression it came to a judgment of condemnation for all men, 
so through one judgment of justification it came to justification for 
all men. For as through the disobedience of the one man the 
many were made sinners (those who are bound up in him, under 
the principle he represents), so through the obedience of the one 
the many shall be made righteous. The relations denoted in these 
antitheses are, in fact, more outward than real ; but they serve to 
bring into prominence the leading thought of the passage, that 
Adam and Christ are each the representative of a world-historical 
principle. The whole period before Christ was the period of the 
reign of sin and death. Though each individual dies on account 
of his own sin, and each man's sins are reckoned to him as trans- 
gressions, just as Adam's sins to Adam, yet there was a principle 
developed and realized in the first sin from the power of which 
principle no man could afterwards be free. This principle is 
identified with the person of Adam, and thus Adam has a deter- 
mining influence over all his posterity, since the principle reeiched 
actuality in him, and operates from him downwards. The question 
of Adam's own relation to the principle which in him became as 
it were a living personal power, whether the appearance of the 
principle is to be regarded as the consequence of an act performed 
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by him while yet in the state of freedom, or whether this act itself 
is to be accounted for by the operation of the principle, this 
question lies outside of the apostle's sphere of vision. So far as 
the development of his views allows us to judge, there can have 
been no question in his mind on either of these two points : that 
the principle does not operate without, but only in and through 
freewill, and that it is a power independent of, and standing above, 
freewilL We cannot here discuss how the relation to each other 
of the two principles represented by Adam and Christ is worked 
out further in detail. It is time that we should turn to Judaism 
and the relation it bears to Christianity. 

The ante-Christian period was the period of the reign of sin ; 
and in this description Judaism is included : in Judaism also sin 
reigned. Now Judaism is distinguished from heathenism by its law ; 
Judaism and the law are so identical to the apostle, that where the 
Mosaic law is not in force, he sees nothing more than something 
analogous to the law. How then is the reign of sin in Judaism 
related to the law ? does the law restrict it or coiifirm it ? It might 
appear hardly necessary to raise the question ; that it needs no 
further answer than what the apostle says. Gal iii 19, that the 
law was given because of transgressions, ie. as a barrier against 
thenu But the apostle makes two seemingly contradictory asser- 
tions : that the law conflicts with the reign of sin ; and that the 
law has confirmed that reign. He says very clearly, Eom. v. 20, 
that the law entered the reign of sin just on purpose to increase 
the transgression ; to let sin, as it were, manifest all that it is and 
can effect, and work out its reign to the utmost It can scarcely be 
wondered at that a seeming paradox like this has frequently proved 
a stumbling-block to the apostle's readers. If the law were given 
for a certain definite purpose, surely that purpose must have been 
the prevention, limitation, and subjection of sin, and not its in- 
crease or furtherance. And yet from the apostle's standpoint the 
difficulty is very easily solved. The explanation given by Eiickert 
and others cannot indeed be deemed satisfactory : that the apostle 
does not recognise any such thing as chance, that with him every- 
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thing that happens is willed and ordained by God, and especially 
everything bearing on the great plan of redemption, so that when 
he considered that the law had brought about not less sin but more, 
and that by this means mankind grew riper and more prepared for 
the acceptance of salvation, that grace might find at last her great 
opportunity, he could come to no other conclusion than that this 
result — the increase of sin through the law which lay before him as 
a matter of observation — ^had been willed by God. But God can 
never have willed the increase of sin through the law ; if the law 
paved the way for grace through the increase of sin, then God 
willed sin or the law only for the sake of grace, and the question 
is not removed how, even on this hypothesis that the way to grace 
is to be through sin, the increase of sin could be brought about 
by the law ? If this be an essential characteristic of the law, then 
God could not will the law without willing this as a condition 
attached to it. But how is it that the law, which is essentially 
and necessarily the negative of sin, was a positive means for the 
furtherance of sin ? 

Here we have simply to remember what the apostle's conception 
of sin was, that it is what it is only through the consciousness a 
man has of it. The law has increased, intensified, and confirmed 
sin, inasmuch as it was through the law, because the law was 
there, that sin came into consciousness, and in consciousness sprang 
into vital existence and reality. Aca yap vdfwv, says the apostle, 
Rom. iii. 20, eirLyvaxTL^ d/jbaprla^, and dfjuaprla ovk eKKoyelrai, /jltj 
ovTo<; vdfjuov. Here it might be said that the qualitative side of 
sin cannot be all that the apostle has in view ; that he would have 
expressed himself differently if all he meant to say was that actions 
which are not sinful in themselves receive the character of sinful- 
ness only through the law, since one becomes conscious of their 
disagreement with the law when they are held up to it ; that he 
would have spoken not merely of irapdirrto^ (Rom. v. 20), but 
of hriyv(o<TL^ dfjLaprla^. But a correct analysis of the apostle's 
proposition Sta vofLov hrlyv&iat^ will show us that this qualitative 
relation of the law to sin is not essentially different from the 
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quantitative relation, the irKeovdl^eLv to irapdm-wfia ; that the one is 
the subjective and the other is the objective expression for the 
same quality and operation of the law. Of course the law is not 
the immediate cause of sin ; it does not itself produce those 
actions which are to be regarded as sin ; it only brings out their 
disagreement with the law, and shows them to be sinfuL Now, 
the more the law becomes the universal and exclusive standard for 
judging of men's fiwjtions, the more deeply it sinks into their con- 
sciousness, the more does sin increase in quantity ; sin is heaped 
on sin, because in the light of the law there is so much that must 
be judged to be sin. In this way the law appears to serve no 
Other purpose but to multiply men's transgressions and fill up the 
measure of their sins. What it produces, however, to this end, is 
not sin itself, but the consciousness of sin, and thus if we confine 
ourselves to the objective side of the matter, we may say that the 
law was added to sin for the purpose of increasing it, or to cause 
the process of sin to complete itself in its whole quantitative extent, 
by the TrXeovd^eLv ro irapdirrfofia ; and this process is completed 
just in this way, that what is already sin in essence becomes sin 
to the consciousness. The law is given therefore for the realiza- 
tion of sin, only in so far as sin is not sin without the conscious- 
ness of it. Here we see in what way it is true that the law is for 
sin as weU as agcdnst it. It is for sin, because sin runs its course 
through the law, and not without it ; because without the law 
there is no sin, or without the consciousness of sin there is no sin. 
It is against sin because the consciousness of sin is in another aspect 
the necessary condition on which alone Sin can be removed. Only 
where there is a vivid apprehension of what sin is, is there a 
possibility that it will be removed ; the stronger the consciousness 
of sin is, the more is the power of sin broken even in this very 
fact Where, the apostle says, Eom. v. 20, sin has reached its 
utmost measure, there grace predominates all the more ; that, as 
sin has reigned in death (in the element of death), so grace might 
reign through righteousness to eternal life. The apostle's view 
thus sees in the law only a stadium in the reign of sin, of which 
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he is speaking in the section Eom. v. 12-21. The law must come 
in order that the reign of sin may have full swing. Sin and death 
are the reigning powers of this period ; but this is not to be taken 
objectively : it is only in the subjective sense in which the apostle 
says, 1 Cor. xv. 56, that 6 vofjuo^ is the hwajiu^ t^9 dfjbapriof;. 

This is enough to show us that Judaism in the form of the law 
does not stand in such, a merely negative relation to Christianity as 
the apostle's words seem at first sight to imply. Judaism, as law, 
is opposed to the grace of Christianity, and thus admits of no other 
religious position than that which the apostle describes as arising 
out of the impossibility of any StKaiov(r0ac ef efyycov vojwv. But 
Judaism is further the subjective mediation of this opposition ; for 
the knowledge of sin is only possible through the law. And this 
brings Judaism incomparably nearer Christianity than heathenism ; 
indeed, the way from heathenism to Christianity lies, properly 
speaking, through Judaism, since that knowledge of sin, which is 
the indispensable and only preparation for the reception of grace, 
can only come from the law. But the relation of Judaism, or the 
Old Testament dispensation, to Christianity is more than this : not 
only is it in virtue of the law a preparatory mediating and neces- 
sary stage : the Old Testament and the New are related to each 
other as promi3e and fulfilment ; the Old Testament contains ideally 
what is realized in Christianity. The most essential, the central 
point in Christianity, justification by faith, as opposed to justification 
by the works of the law, is prefigured in the Old Testament The 
faith of Abraham is essentially the same thing as the justifying 
faith of the Christian. Judaism, or the Old Testament, is not, 
therefore, to be regarded in the narrower sense in which it is equally 
with heathenism a particular form of religion, and stands in a 
negative relation to Christianity. It is something more than this ; 
it rests on a foundation from which it looks beyond everything par- 
ticular, and contains the same universality that is characteristic of 
Christianity. This is what the apostle means when he calls justi- 
fication by faith a law, a vojjlo^ iri<rre<o^. Here, from what is 
specific in the law, he abstracts this as its essence, as the proper 
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conception of it, that it is more than anything else a religious 
norm for the determination of the relation subsisting between God 
and man. Thus the law, as the law of works, is only the particular 
of that universal which is present even in this instance, and which 
is differentiated to one or other of two modes, the j/o/ao? epr^cav or 
the 1/0V09 irlareto^. And as the particular cannot be thought here 
without the general, which it presupposes, so, as the apostle says 
in the same connexion, the God of Judaism is not only the God of 
the Jews, but also of the Gentiles ; he is God absolutely, and as 
such, as the one Absolute, he must set up one universal norm of 
justification, and both for circumcision and uncircumcision this 
can be nothing else than justification by faith. How can it then 
be said that the law is made void through faith, when justification 
by faith simply realizes that which the law contains already as its 
universal, as the conception breaking through the particular form ? 
With this the apostle passes on to his discussion of the faith of 
Abraham, Eom. iv, 1 sqq} ; and shows that in Abraham's faith in 
the Divine promise there was that very imputation of faith as 
righteousness which belongs to the Christian idea of justification. 
Abraham's faith was imputed unto him, and that while he was 
yet uncircumcised ; circumcision was by no means the reason of 
this imputation, but only a consequence of it. He received cir- 
cumcision merely as a sign of that justification by faith which he 
had received while yet imcircumcised ; so that he might be a father 
of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised, and a 
father of the circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision 
only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father 
Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised, i.e. to those who, 
although circumcised, yet do not find the essence and the ground 
of justification in circumcision, but in faith, and so do not seek to 

^ I take the passage, Rom. iv. 1, thus : If then the law itself consists essen- 
tially of faith, and everything depends on faith, what shall we say that Abraham, 
our father, gained by circumcision (fcarci trapKa can only refer to circumcision, 
even though the expression is a general one) ? He gained nothing by it, as little 
as by other works of this kind which belong to the same category with circum- 
cision. 
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be justified by the law, but only by faitL The apostle now goes 
on to show how little the law (that is, in its particular and specific 
sense) has to do with the promise which was given to Abraham in 
consequence of his faith. The promise given to Abraham or his 
posterity was the possession of the world. This possession, how- 
ever, was to be theirs not through the law, but through the right- 
eousness of faitL Indeed, from the nature of the case it could 
not be otherwise ; for if they had been to receive it in the way of 
the law, through the keeping of the law, then faith would have 
been void and the promise made of none effect. For the law 
works wrath, i.e, the opposite of that disposition Yrom which the 
promise comes — law and sin being correlative ideas, so that where 
there is no law there is no transgression, but where there is law 
there is also sin and punishment, and the punitive displeasure of 
God. Since, then, the law had nothing to do with this matter, they 
were to receive the possession not in the way of the law, but in 
the way of faith, that they might receive it in accordance with grace, 
in order that the promise might be valid for all posterity, not only 
for the posterity from the law, but also for those from the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all (as it is written : I have made 
thee the father of many nations) before God, in whom he believed, 
as in him who makes the dead to live and calls into existence the 
things that are not. Thus faith showed itself even in Abraham to 
be the principle through which alone man can arrive at a saving 
relation towards God. As Abraham believed God, and his faith 
was reckoned to him for righteousness, so do Christians now believe, 
and as believers they are the children of Abraham, for it was in 
respect that God justifies the nations by faith, that the Scripture 
promised Abraham that all nations should be blessed in him, 
GaL iii. 6. So far then is the Christian justification by faith, as 
opposed to the law, from being an encroachment on the religion of 
the Old Testament, that on the contrary it merely carries out what 
the Old Testament itself declares with regard to the law ; it fulfils 
a prophecy which was given before the law, and the superiority of 
which to the law cannot possibly be questioned. The apostle 
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shows, Gal. iii. 15, that this is the true position of the law, that 
the place it occupied in the organism of the Old Testament religion 
was only a subordinate one, and that it stands as far below Chris- 
tianity as below the promise given to Abraham, which simply pre- 
figured that which was to arrive at full maturity in Christianity. 
To his argument in this passage he prefixes the following principle 
as a truth universally recognised : — "A man's testament, when it is 
legally executed and ratified, no one sets aside nor adds; to it, nor 
alters anything in it by subsequent modification. If then even a 
man's testament, when properly confirmed, is beyond the power of 
any one to set aside, or modify, still less can this take place in the 
case of a divine testament." This major, containing the universal, 
is now followed in the apostle's argument by the partioularissing 
minor. " Now in the promise made to Abraham in respect of his 
tnrepfjba there is a distinct divine disposition ; it is defined in s^uch 
a way that it can only point to Christ, can only be realized in him. 
Thus (this is the conclusion) the disposition made by God, or the 
promise given by him to Abraham, can by nothing be set aside or 
made invalid ; it must be fulfilled in Christ to whom it refers." 
Owing to the intervention of the explanation about the (nrep/na the 
apostle intimates his conclusion somewhat loosely, with the phrase, 
verse 17, tovto Se \ey<t>, by this I mean, etc. If the divine dispo- 
sition cannot be made void at all, then it cannot be made void by 
the law. The discussion turns on the law ; what is to be proved 
is that the law cannot interfere with the continued validity of the 
ScadT^fCTj in questioa A disposition having reference to Christ and 
already confirmed by God cannot possibly be invalidated by the 
law which was not given tUl 430 years afterwards, so that the 
promise should become of none effect. For the promise would be 
made of none effect : for though the law also promises a blessing, 
so that those who keep the law may expect an inheritance (the 
K\r)povojj,ia, blessedness, as the reward and fruit of the fulfilment 
of the law : as even in the Pentateuch the possession and con- 
tinuous, inheritance of the land of Canaan is coupled with the con- 
dition of keeping the law), yet this KXrjpopofila or inheritance is 
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in form a totally different one. If the KXfjpovo/jLia comes from the 
law, it is conditioned by the keeping of the law, and can only be 
realized in proportion as the law is actually kept ; now as the law 
is always kept so very imperfectly, the kXrjpovo/jLla ck vo/jlov is as 
good as none at all ; while, on the other hand, if salvation be the 
result simply of the promise, then it is entirely free, bound to no 
limit or condition : it is an affair of grace alone. And this was the 
manner of the salvation which God promised to Abraham : Si 
hrayyeXla^ K€xdpioTai, verse 18. And if this be so, if everything 
depends on that SiaOi^fcr), and on it alone, on the promise given to 
Abraham, and if the law is to be left out of consideration altogether 
by virtue of this promise, then what is to be said of the law, — what 
importance attaches to it ? The apostle had to meet this question 
here : he could not rest satisfied with the merely negative relation 
of the law to the promise ; it was necessary for him to say some- 
thing positive about it, if his utterances were not to lead to the 
conclusion that the law had been without purpose or significance. 
But the answer he returns to the question allows the law only a 
very subordinate function. The significance ascribed to the law 
is only intermediate, secondary, provisional : it was added, he says, 
T&v irapapdaecov x^P^^- ■'■* ^^ given after the promise had been 
given abeady, and was to have effect only during the interval 
between the promise and its fulfilment in Christ. The promise is 
and remains the most important, the substantial foundation of the 
whole relation in question ; the scope of the law is entirely sub- 
ordinate ; it was added, so to speak, only per acddens, r&v irapa- 
^aa-eoDv xapiv. The whole tenor of the passage shows that the 
view these words were meant to express was, that the law was 
given to set boimds to transgressions, , to hold men in check in 
regard to transgressions, lest they should go too far in them. All 
that the apostle says, be it observed, is that the law was given 
tCov irapajS. xaptr, i.e. because there were transgressions ; the article 
points, as Eiickert justly observes, to transgressions which had 
already been committed. The passages, Eom. iv. 15, and vii. 8, 
seem to assert that before the vdfjbo<; there is no irapd/Saa-c^, but we 
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have to distinguish two meanings of irapd^aa-c^, a wider and a 
restricted meaning. The irapd^aa-L^ cannot, of course, precede the 
vofw^ as the transgression of a positive law ; this is the sense of 
Eom. iv. 15 ; but inasmuch as the way man had to choose accord- 
ing to the will of God was always in some sense prescribed, there 
were always transgressions and deviations. ^A/juapTia is indeed 
%a>p£9 vd/jLov v€Kpa, but that does not mean that without the law 
there was no sin at all, but only that sin does not properly awake 
nor disclose itself in its full extent until it finds in the positive law 
the object in comparison with which it thus appears ; the more is 
commanded, the more is sinned. 

But scarcely has the apostle conceded to the law that it is a 
useful barrier against transgressions, when he at once adds two 
qualifications which serve no other end than to point out the 
subordinate position of the law as distinguished from the promise. 
First, that it was given by angels (in accordance with the later and 
peculiarly Alexandrine view, which did not allow even the giving 
of the law to be thought of as an inmiediate act of God, who is 
exalted absolutely above the material world) : second, that it was 
given through a mediator, Moses. The passage, verse 20, in which the 
apostle defines the office of the mediator, is one of the most vexed 
passages in the New Testament : yet it only requires to be looked 
at from the point of view which the context naturally suggests, in 
order to receive a very clear and simple meaning. The distinction 
drawn above, between the hrtiyyekla and the vdfMy;, was that the 
former was given directly by God, and the latter through the 
mediation of angels (and here this can only be said in depreciation 
of the law, though it is true that angels are made elsewhere to 
exalt the glory of the legislation. Acts vii 53). The phrase iv x^V^ 
fiea-iTov must thus denote something by which the law is made 
subordinate to the promise. And as SiaTayel^; Sc drffikcov does 
not touch the inward difference between the j/o/«>9 and the hrarf- 
yeXla, but dwells on a merely external feature, so the definition 
contained in verse 20 is to be taken in the same way, as merely ex- 
ternal. The question is, it is true, the idea of the mediator, but 
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what is dwelt upon first in defining this idea, is not the essence of 
the matter, viz., that the mediation he effects presupposes a con- 
flict, that he has to mediate between two divided and discordant 
parties. The first thing to notice about a mediator is this merely 
external and local feature, that he stands in the middle between 
two parties standing over against each other ; that he occupies the 
middle position, and so mediates the one with the other. It is 
thus that the idea of mediator is understood in the rabbinical 
passages which the interpreters have adduced, in order to explain 
fi^alrr}^. The function Moses has to discharge as mediator is 
simply to take what is delivered to him, given into his hands, by 
one of the parties, and to hand it over to the other. Data est lex 
mmiu Tnediatoris, it is said in one of these rabbinical passages, and 
in the same way ev xeiph verse 19, directs attention to the hand 
which bears and delivers the document of the law ; it is thus that 
the mediator's peculiar function is characterized. The sense of this 
passage, which has been twisted to so many purposes, is therefore 
this : — That the mediator belongs not to one party, but to both 
parties ; the mediator as such cannot be conceived of otherwise 
than as standing between the two parties : he is not himself there- 
fore one of the parties, he stands in the middle between them in 
order to be the middle person between the one party and the other. 
But God is one, ie., God is not such a mediator : he is only one of 
the two parties, he stands only on one side, and not between the 
two parties, who stand over against each other on the one side and 
on the other ; he is thus one party for himself, as the other of the 
two parties, with which God is dealing in a BtaOrj/ci], such as the 
hrayyeKia to Abraham, is one party for himself. Thus interpreted 
the passage bears a very simple and natural meaning ; it at once 
becomes clear why the apostle says the first time fVo? ovk ea-riv 
and the other time eU iariv, and that without any further defini- 
tion, since indeed none is required. It is hard to see what objec- 
tion can be raised to this interpretation. Thus o Se ©eo? €*9 iariv 
does not refer in the least to the absolute, eternal and unchanging 
unity of God ; this is entirely apart from the discussion ; God is 
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one simply as standing for himself, as one of the two contracting 
parties in this party-relation. And as for the law, what is said 
about it is the merely external statement that the vdfio^ has a 
quite subordinate importance, just as the position of the /juea-lTryi, 
as one who is not eh, or rather (what can be said of none but him) 
who €W9 ovK €(jTvv, is a merely subordinate position. The errarf- 
yeXia as a StaO-q/crj in which God eU ecTiv, and in which no fieairrj^ 
^ is concerned, stands higher than the vofio^y which cannot be 
thought of without the fieo-iTTf^ and is essentially conditioned by 
him. The law belongs to the same sphere as the ^alrrj^, to whom 
it is bound, and whose position is determined for him by the con- 
ception of what he is. One is not therefore warranted to place the 
i/o/i09 on the same line with the hrayyeKia, to compare it with or 
exalt it above the promise. All these other ideas about the 
relation of the iirayyeXla and the vd/w<; which interpreters have 
fancied they discovered in our passage, have simply been imported 
into it ; however correct they may be in themselves, they do not 
belong to this passage. The apostle has indicated his meaning 
with sufiBcient clearness, and we need not travel beyond it. 

Up to this point the apostle has spoken of the vo/jm^ in such a 
way as if it were of no importance whatever, in comparison with 
the eirar/yeXia. He admitted indeed, in verse 1 9, that it r&v irapa" 
fid<r€(ov xapiv irpoa-ereOT), yet no sooner was this said than he 
placed it far below the iirar/yeKiay saying that it was Siarayel^ 
Si arf^eKoav ev xetpl fieairov; and when he added o fieaiTTf^ 
€V09 OVK eoTiv, 6 Se Geo^ eh iamv, he represented the relation 
of the j/o/LU)9 to the hrayyeXia as one of actual opposition. 
Thus he comes very pertinently to put the question : Is the law, 
then, 80 far below the promise, that we should think there is 
an actual opposition and conflict between the two, that they are 
mutually exclusive of each other, and that thus in comparison 
with the promise the law is to be held not only unnecessary and 
useless, but an element of disunion and conflict? To this he 
answers : That is by no means the case. I am far from wishing to 
set up so disparaging a view of the law, and one which so little 
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recognises its significance. I do not depreciate the law to such an 
extent as to consider it of no further importance to me. Yet, on 
the other hand, I cannot, as the Jewish Christians do, value it so 
highly as to make Sc/eaioa-vvrf ef cfyyaov vofiov my highest principle. 
I must declare against this view. For if the Mosaic law contained 
such a law as could make alive or save, then righteousness would 
actually come from the law, then it would be possible to be justi- 
fied in the way of the law, by the works of the law. But this is 
far from being the case : in the way of the law there is no 
righteousness to be attained ; the scripture itself asserts the 
contrary and declares the result of the operation of the law to be 
the very opposite. The scripture declares (ovyKXeleiv in the 
declaratory sense, as Eom. xi 32) that all is held under the might 
of sin, stands under the principle of sin, so as to be more or less 
affected by it It declares this in passages such as those quoted, 
Eom. iii 10 sq. And this has come to pass in order that through 
the knowledge (the apostle here expresses objectively and teleo- 
logically a process which cannot be conceived, but as subjectively 
mediated) that one cannot be saved in this way, the promise in the 
way of faith in Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 
And it is just this consideration, that that which, according to the 
scripture, is the result of the operation of the law, the manifest 
universality of sin, serves simply to prepare the way for the 
promise being fulfilled through faith, it is just this that leads us to 
the true view of the law, that it is to be regarded in itself, in its 
whole essence, as a mediating and preparatory stage. The chief 
stages in the apostle's view of the world's religious history are the 
eirajyeXia, the vdfw^, and Trwrrw (tt/otw, though in itseK sub- 
jective, is here taken objectively, the apostle regarding the subject 
entirely from the objective point of view as a divinely ordained 
historical process). Now before faith came, faith that is, as a new 
stage of the objective process of development, we were kept under 
the law as if shut into a prison with a view to the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed. Thus the law was our school- 
master till Christ, that we might be justified by faitL Here the 
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apostle is merely drawing a conclusion which results of itself from 
the foregoing ; and the idea of the iraiZayoyyo^ contains nothing 
that was not present in the foregoing ; he simply reverts to the 
principal idea prefixed to this section inverse 19, that the law 
r&v irapa^daeoDv xdpiv 'rrpoaereOf), He now takes up this idea 
again as it has been defined and substantiated in the intervening 
verses. The paedagogic nature of the law must thus, from the 
context, refer to its holding back from transgressions, setting a 
limit to them. In the same way the law is likened, verse 23, to 
a prison where a man is detained and watched. It is only in this 
negative sense that the law is to be regarded as a iraiSayayyo^;, nor 
must what follows lead us to ascribe to it the function of an 
educator, as if it had been meant to lead to Christ by awaking the in- 
ward longing for redemption : the words eh Xpiarov simply express 
that the law retained this interim and provisional importance, 
until, in the course of this development, the time came at which 
Christ could appear.^ And in this negative sense the word points 
to another class of men, so named among the ancients, the slaves 
namely, who accompanied boys not so much for education or 
, training, as merely to watch over them. It is such a tutor and 
guide that the law is said to be. It was God's intention, and the 
scope of this whole scheme of religious history that only when 
Christ had come, should justification by faith begin, a thing which 
was impossible under the law. This paedagogic state was only 
for the interval, only a preparation, and so it came to an end at 
once, and of itself, as soon as a new stage of the religious conscious- 
ness and life had come with the appearance of irlari^. Thus we 

1 Neander says, op, cU. i. 435 : " Since the law put an outward check on the 
sinful propensity, which was constantly giving fresh proofs of its refractoriness, 
as' by this means the consciousness of the power of the evil principle became 
more vivid, and hence the sense of need both of the forgiveness of sin and free- 
dom from its bondage was awakened, the law became a iraibayotyos els Xptordv." 
Here two stages are taken together which neither belong to each other essen- 
tially, nor are thus connected by the apostle, at least in this Epistle. ' As a rein, 
a check, the law awakens in the first instance merely the consciousness of hinder- 
ance, of opposition, in which the man seeks to be freed, not from sin, but only 
from the law. [There are some modifications of the above view of the naibayorybs 
and the jjLeaiTrjs in my N. TheoL 16Q /,— Editor,] 
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stand no longer under the 1/0/A09 iraiBay(iyyo<; ; for us the law has lost 
its meaning and its use. Here the questions naturally arise whether 
iricm'i has made an end altogether of the wapa^aaei^, for the sake 
of which the law was given ? why, if the vofw^ be so far inferior to 
faith, the latter httd not appeared before ? and whether those, who 
as being under the law had nothing but the SiKaiovaOac cf epyoov 
vo/jbov, had not been justified nor saved at all ? The apostliB does 
not enter into those questions in this passage, he only takes a broad 
view of the process as it moves through the three stages, errarf/elda, 
vdfjLo^, TTwrrt?. TIl<Tri^ is just the errayyeXia fulfilled and realized ; 
the actual appearance of that which was implicitly contained in the 
hrarf^eXla. Thus the chief difficulty is presented by the vojjLo^y 
which stands between these two, how it comes to be there at alL 
The apostle almost seems to say that it should not properly have 
been there at all: the relation of the vofio^i to the other two 
momenta is at any rate taken as purely external ; the vofuy; has no 
inward connexion with the other ; it is there merely r&v wapa^ar 
aecav xapLVj that there may not be a total want of government and 
order in the interval until 7rl<m<: arrives, and that there may be 
something to serve as a thread, though in a merely external way, 
for the religious development. As long as man stands under the 
law's discipline and severity, he is in a condition of bondage ; law 
and faith are related to each other as servitude and freedom, or as 
the slave to the son and heir of the house. The apostle finds this 
relation also prefigured in Abraham, in his two sons, Ishmael and 
Isaac. Ishmael the son of the bondwoman, the slave by birth, 
stands for the law, because the law places man in a position of 
bondage before God, .Isaac, the son of the free woman Sarah, 
bom, moreover, after a special divine promise, is the type of 
Christians as reKva, rij^ eircufyeXla^, The one is a son only in the 
literal outward sense, the other not in a literal, but in a higher 
spiritual sense. The mothers of these two sons represent the two 
SiaOrJKcu, or forms of religion, Hagar the Jerusalem that now is, 
Sarah the upper, heavenly Jerusalem. This upper Jerusalem, the 
free, is our mother : for we Christians are Christians simply in 
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virtue of our Christian consciousness which assures us of our 
freedom from the law. Having this freedom, we belong to a 
hiadriKTi essentially different from the Mosaic, GaL iv. 22 sq. 

When we consider the position which the apostle assigns to the 
law, and the terms he uses to describe its distinctive character, 
we see that the law is here degraded from its absolute value, and 
reduced to the rank of a subordinate stage. Thus we can easily 
understand how Gnostics of the most pronounced Antinomianism 
appealed to our apostle's authority. The law is given only for 
discipline and punishment, it is to act as a barrier, as a dam 
against men's constantly increasing transgressions, that they may 
not exceed all bounda And the law has not proved adequate even 
for this negative task of prevention ; the scripture and the law 
itself attest that under the law sin acquired an unlimited sway. 
The law then is there only to appear in its impotence as against 
the might of sin, which it has failed to subdue. The apostle has 
not further explained what in his view was the reason why the 
law was thus, as it appeared, so uselessly interposed between the 
promise and faith, as if to hold the two as far as possible asunder, 
and cause an interval to intervene before the promise was fulfilled 
in faith. But we are able to infer the thought which was present 
to his mind on this point, from his comparison of the law to a 
iraiBayayyoi;, a functionary who has only children to deal with. 
Then he calls the man who stands under the law an infant (minor) 
in a state of dependence, in which he dififers nothing from a bonds- 
man, and is under tutors and governors, and who cannot emerge 
from that state of pupilage and become the master of his in- 
heritance until a certain fixed period. Gal. iv. 1 $q. In the same 
connexion it is said expressly that only when the time had come 
to its fulfilment, when this period had expired, did God send his 
Son. Considering this statement, and in conjunction with it the 
term arotx^la rov Koafiov which is applied to Judaism, Gal. 
iv. 3, we see that the apostle stands here at the standpoint of a 
great and wide historical view, in which he distinguishes two 
periods of the history of the world and of religion. The former 
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of these, the ante-Messianic, as commonly distinguished in the 
Jewish view of history from the Messianic, he regards as in general 
the period of the tirocinium of the world or of the world's history, 
in which, as it must be at the beginning of everything that is to 
have a great history, all was yet rude and wild. This character, 
which the world as a whole possessed at that period, belonged alsa 
to the law : its raison cFStre as a v6fw<; iracSar/ayyo^; was to take the 
Jews under its hard discipline, and hold them there till the 
beginning of a new period of cosmic and religious history. This 
new period was that of spiritual freedom, in which the unfree 
servile condition had reached its term, and humanity, hitherto 
a pupil atod in need of a tutor, had grown into a free and in- 
dependent man. Short as the apostle's words are, they are so 
chosen as to exclude every thought of chance or caprice entering 
into this process. The apostle places himself within the process, 
one which had indeed been predetermined in God's decree, but 
which was nevertheless conditioned by the successive stages of a 
historical development, and in which no other cause than this was 
possible, since^ as he indicates, humanity as a whole, no less than 
the individual man, is appointed to pass through certain periods of 
life. From this goint of view the apostle recognised in the law 
simply a pedagogue appointed for the period of youth, and whose 
office was little more than to curb the wild outbreaks of sin. 
But the law proved unequal to this office, and simply demonstrated 
by its powerlessness the universality of the reign of sin. Thus 
in one aspect the apostle recognised in the law a mere iraiSa^coy6<;, 
but, on the other hand, he looked at it in the light of a divine plan 
of education ; could he then rest satisfied with this merely external 
view of the law ? We see from the Epistle to the Eomans that he did 
not confine himself to this view of it ; and the harsher view of the 
law which we find in the Epistle to the Galatians is clear evidence 
that that work belongs to an earlier* stage of the apostle's activity. 
To apprehend the deeper meaning of the law, it was necessary to 
regard it not as a mere instrument of correction thrust in externally 
between the eirayyeXtd and irurn^, but as itself an essential and 
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influential factor in the religions development under review. And 
this could only be through the assertion of a more inward relation 
between the law and sin. The object of the law was not now to 
be sought in the transgressions which stood over against it externally 
and existed independently of it and before it ; and its relation to 
which was one of mere repression and prevention : the trans- 
gressions must be referred to their principle, dfiaprla, and this 
latter could not be understood in its essence except in the light of 
the law. If the essence of sin be not what it is objectively, but 
what is subjective about it, the consciousness one has of it, then 
sin can only be realized through the law ; but as it is realized only 
in the element of consciousness, the law, in proportion as it brings 
it to reality, brings about also the inward possibility of its removal 
Sin, being thus developed by the intervention of the law, comes to a 
head in the division of the man with himself which it brings about. 
Here the man realizes the whole power of sin ; but in this state of 
mind he is already inwardly loosed from it and turned towards the 
operation of grace. Thus the law is not merely an outward stage 
of the history of religion : it is an inward momentum in the de- 
velopment of the religious consciousness : it is the consciousness 
of sin turning in upon itself, and it fulfils its mission in the re- 
ligious development simply by appearing as the consciousness of 
sin to mediate between sin and grace. This is the apostle's stand- 
point in the Epistle to the Eomans, where it is said of the law; not 
merely that it r&v 7rapa^d<r€a>v xdpiv irpoo-erSr), but that it is 
BvvajJLi^ rfj^ dfjLapTca^, and that because Sea vdfiov eirlyvaxri^ vfj^ 
dfiapTia^. 

We come now to heathenism and its relation to Judaism and 
Christianity. It might be thought that the principle stated by the 
apostle, Eom. v. 13, that where there is no law sin is not imputed, 
furnished us with his moral estimate of heathenism. But, on the 
one hand, the universality of death attests the universality of the 
reign of sin among the heathens also ; and, on the other hand, if 
they were judged incapable of having sin imputed to them, this 
would not elevate them in the scale of moral and religious life, it 
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would, on the contrary, degrade them in that scale ; for unconscious- 
ness of sin must necessarily be followed at some time or other by 
consciousness of it. But the principle appealed to is not applicable 
to heathenism ; though the heathens did not possess the Mosaic 
Law, and were to that extent avofiot (Eom. iL 12, 1 Cor. ix. "^1), 
yet they were not absolutely without law. The place of a positive 
law is supplied in their case by the natural moral consciousness, 
which of itself informs them what they ought to do, and what to 
leave undone, Eom. ii. 14 sq. Thus the same reign of sin is found 
to prevail in heathenism as in Judaism, and even more strikingly 
than there ; for the natural law could not be so effective a barrier 
against transgressions as the positive law, and the reign of sin declares 
itself in exhibitions of the grossest sensuality, which reduce heathen- 
ism morally far below the level of Judaism. But the characteristic 
difference between Judaism and heathenism is not to be looked for 
on this moral side, where both alike fall to be included under the 
idea of sin. The essential conception of heathenism is that it is 
a declension from the true idea of God, a denial and perversion of 
the original consciousness of God. There is an original and uni- 
versal revelation of God to humanity in whicli the heathens shared, 
which comes from nature and history as well as from conscience, 
and which was sufficient to make them acquainted with the nature 
of God, so far as it can be the object of human apprehension. It 
is therefore entirely their own fault that they did not preserve 
and complete the knowledge which God himself had thus given 
them of his true nature. This is a moral delinquency to be charged 
to their own free-will, the source of which is to be looked for 
mainly in their ingratitude, Eom. i. 21. But when once through 
their own free-will they had turned away from the true God, their 
thought and imagination could not but turn from the truly exist- 
ent to the non-existent, the vain, the empty shadow. Their con- 
sciousness being no longer enlightened by the true idea of God, fell 
into an obscurity which not only debarred them from seeing the 
true, but caused them to set the false in the place of the true. 
Wanting the true knowledge of God they wanted also the absolute 
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principle of truth ; they could place the standard of truth nowhere 
but in themselves, and so they came to regard their own thoughts 
and imaginations as the highest wisdom. ^daKovT€<: elvai a-o<f>ol 
efMopdv6f}<ravy says the apostle, Eom. L 22, obviously with reference 
to the Hellenic philosophy or culture. He saw in this philosophy 
a knowledge that was nothing more than subjective, devoid of all 
objective truth, sprung from the turbid source of human egoism. 
For, of course, heathenism could not be simply the negation of the 
true idea of God ; it necessarily set up something else to take the 
name and honour of the absolute, in place of the true Absolute 
whom it denied. Though the absolute contents of the idea of God 
had vanished from consciousness, yet there remained behind the 
formal postulate that there must be something absolute. Hence 
heathenism is not merely a turning away from the true Absolute, 
but the perversion of it to its opposite ; it is the falsehood that that 
which is essentially finite and transitory is the absolute itself. 
This is the character of the heathen idol-worship, in which the 
ho^a which properly belongs to the absolute God alone is trans- 
ferred to finite beings, and the latter are substituted, as a spurious 
likeness, for the former. Heathenism, as the apostle apprehends 
it, is the theoretical confusion of the finite with the absolute, the 
identification of the true, the real, which is the nature of none but 
God himseK, with the untrue, the unreal, the lie, — the placing of 
the creature on the level of the Creator. As the radical error of 
heathenism is an unnatural transposition of the true natural order 
of the universe, so its practical outcome in the moral life of man 
could be nothing but a perversion of the natural relations. 
Heathenism and Judaism both fall under the common term 
dfjuapTia ; the difference between them is the difference between 
sin and vice : vice differing from sin in this, that it is not merely 
the transgression of a specific injunction, which may have reference 
to a merely outward act, but an inward immorality, a degradation, 
disgrace, the pollution of the man's nature. This is what the 
apostle means in the words, Eom. i. 24, irapeBoDKev aurov? o ©eo? . . . 
eU a/caOapciav (verse 26 : et? iradr) anfilai) rov artfia^eadai ra 
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atofiara avr&v ev eavrot^. In enumerating the heathen vices, the 
apostle gives precedence to those, as most characteristic of heathen- 
ism, in which the unnatural perversion of the order of nature 
appears most clearly, verses 26, 27. He deduces this practical per- 
version from that theoretical perversion of the consciousness which 
all heathenism exhibited, verse 28. And as they did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate 
mind, so that they did what is not convenient. The moral self- 
debasement into which they sank was the natural, and in so far 
divinely ordained, consequence of the inadequate relation which 
their religious consciousness sustained to the idea of God. This 
view of heathenism followed of necessity from the idea with which 
the apostle started, and which is the comer-stone of his whole 
thinking on the subject, that it is an apostasy from the true idea of 
God, which arises out of a moral aversion of the will from him. 

Striking and profound as the apostle's description and explana- 
tion of heathenism are, yet to trace it altogether to moral per- 
versity is only half the truth. There is another and an equally 
essential consideration to be added, namely, that this moral deflec- 
tion could never have gone so far if the consciousness of God had 
been clearer and deeper to begin with. When all the elements are 
considered which go to make up the conception of the heathen 
religion, this must not be forgotten, that the consciousness of God 
originally present in it was not so deep and clear as elsewhere, that 
it laboured from the beginning under this radical defect, and stood 
in a position from which it had yet to develop itself, by working 
itself clear of the nafural element with which it was entangled. 
At Eom. i. 19 sq., where he is concerned with a moral estimate of 
heathenism, the apostle devotes himself chiefly to the first of these 
two sides ; but the other was not necessarily excluded, since he 
distinguishes different stages and periods of the religious develop- 
ment of mankind. We saw from Gal. iiL 19 sq., iv. 1 sq,, that he 
regarded Judaism from this point of view,, and so we might expect 
that he would look at heathenism in the same way. Accordingly 
we find that in that section of the Galatian Epistle he expressly 
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comprehends heathenism and Judaism in one term which places 
them both at the same subordinate stage in the development of 
religion. There can be no doubt that this is the force of the ex- 
pression used, GaL iv. 3, 9, ra (Troi/)(ela roif koc/jlov. The aTocj(€ia 
rov Koo-fiov are not the elements as the ultimate principles of the 
world in a physical sense, but the elements as beginnings of instruc- 
tion, appropriate for those who are still vrprcoi, still in the age of child- 
hood. The oToi^x'^la must certainly include the law : and as the 
vrrrnot for whom the aroLx^la are designed have already been placyed 
(iv. 1) in the category of bondsmen, the apostle is here character- 
izing the relation to the aroix^ta as a relation of bondage. Yet 
the point of view from which the law is regarded in the expression 
aroixela is different from that where it is called a 7raiSayoi>yo<i. 
There is at any rate something more than mere discipline and pun- 
ishment ; here the law is not merely for this negative purpose, but 
also for the positive end of instruction. The vrjirco^ is to be in- 
structed, as befits his age, in the first elements. As for the words 
rov Koa-fjLov, the writer is treating of the periods of religious develop- 
ment, and Koa-fjuy: can only signify cosmic or religious history. The 
primary elements in which the vrpnty; is instructed are the elements 
and beginnings of the world itself at the very beginning of its his- 
tory, when it was in a state still rude and imperfect, and the forms 
it had assumed were hard and severe. It is true that the law is 
the first and most important of these croiyela rov Koafwv ; but 
that is only in so far as it is regarded generally under the aspect 
of a religious development which stiU bears the features of a rude 
beginning. Thus it is probable that the apostle meant to include 
in the aroix^la rov KWTfwv both Judaism and heathenism. In verse 
9, however, there can be no doubt that this is so. Here he is ad- 
dressing Gentile Christians whom Jews were seeking to influence 
in the direction of Judaism. He calls their leaning towards 
Judaism a return to those aroixeui, weak and beggarly elements, 
as he terms them, because there is nothing in them from which a 
strong spiritual life could be evolved. Where God is not yet 
known as a spirit, where religion is occupied with nothing but 
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the material, sensual, carnal (for this is the idea of the <rroi/x!^la\ 
there all is dead and empty, there is no true vital principle, the 
religion is void of spiritual contents. These two religions are at 
the most elementary stage of religion ; they are occupied with the 
material, not with the spiritual ; they place the essence of religion 
in things which belong entirely to the region of the physical life. 
The (TTOi'xeia are thus the first beginnings, the elements of religion, 
and the word conveys further the impression that this elementary 
religion is occupied with nothing higher than the elements, prin- 
ciples, and substances of the outward physical life. Judaism con- 
tained many of those purely natural elements : it also was bound 
to the natural, the material, as to days, months, fixed times ; thus it 
also was a nature-religion, based upon those physical (rroi'xeiay the 
natural being invested as such with religious significance. The 
<rroij(ua, then, the elements of religion^ of which the apostle speaks 

^ The meaning generaUy given to oTotx^ta, elements of religion^ or beginnings 
of religious knowledge, is asserted by Neander to be inadmissible, because Paul 
would then be indicating by it a common, conception, applicable to a certain 
extent to heathenism and Judaism equally (PI. and Tr. L 465). *' But how,'' he 
says, ** could this agree with the views of Paul, who regarded Judaism as indeed 
a subordinate and preparatory stage of religion, but yet as one founded on a 
divine revelation ; who saw in heathenism, on the other hand, that is, in idolatry, 
of which he is speaking here, not a subordinate stage of religion, but a thing 
entirely foreign to the nature of religion, a suppression, brought about by sin, of 
the original knowledge of Gk>d?" He proposes, instead, the following interpreta- 
tion : the entanglement of religion in sensuous forms, that is, her state of servi- 
tude under the elements of the world, is what is common to Judaism and 
heathenism. But we must ask if this be not as much as the other a common 
conception, applicable to a certain extent to Judaism and heathenism equally ? 
What difference is there logically between the one interpretation and the other ? 
And what difficulty is there in supposing that Paul placed heathenism on one side 
on the same level with Judaism, and on another side beneath it ? [In his Neutest. 
Theol., 171) Baur adheres only to one side of the above interpretation of aroixtia 
Tov K6(rfjLov (on the meaning of the term in the Epistle to the Oolossians, vide p. 
30). He says there that the aroix^la tov k6(tiiov are physical elements and sub- 
stances as the basis of the heathen nature-religion, that is, the constellations : 
that in many things, in its symbols and ceremonies, its feasts, and its sumptuary 
laws, and in many other ordinances, such as circumcision, Judaism had the same 
physical character ; that the radical ideas of both, the p]:inciple of the religious 
consciousness in both, were so much bound up in the natural, the material, the 
sensuous, as to place man before God in no higher relation than that of bondage : 
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here, are the physical elements, which were reckoned objects of 
reverence in both religions, the Jewish and the heathen, and served 
in a slavish and unspiritual way. 

Though this be so, yet heathenism stands far below Judaism : 
for the latter consists not only in the aroix^la, but also in the law, 
and in the promises which stand above the law. Heathenism has 
indeed a law in itself, yet it is essentially different from the law ; 
and in the same way it is a religion, and yet no religion, because 
the conception of religion is only realized in the form of revelation. 
Thus Judaism, negative as its relation to Christianity is, is yet on 
the same line with Christianity in this, — that it is a BtaOrjKrj, a 
Special institution of God, through which he has entered on a 
definite relation towards man. There is an old and there is a new 
iia6riK% 2 Cor. iii. 6, 14, and the two BuiffrJKai are so closely and 
so essentially connected, that the new could not have come into 
existence without the old. It is true that circumcision has no 
religious significance for the Christian ; yet the way from heathen- 
ism to Christianity does, in a certain aspect, lie through Judaism ; 
it is impossible to understand the new Siadi^Ki] without- being 
acquainted with the old. This explains to us why when the apostle 
speaks of the Old Testament in his Epistles he makes no distinc- 
tion between the Judaeo- Christian and the Gentile-Christian sec- 
tions of his readers ; and how, even when addressing Gentile 
Christians, he does not scruple to call the members of the old dis- 
pensation their fathers, 1 Cor. x. 1, thus indicating how in his view 
the two dispensations formed one connected whole. This is the 
essential advantage which Judaism has over heathenism, irepcrofirj 
over aKpo^varla, Though there is no distinction between Jews 
and Gentiles in their relation to Christianity, though in this respect 
the two are precisely equal, yet as soon as a comparison is instituted 
between the two, the ^loviaio^ is preferred to the ^EXKrjv, Eom. 
i 16. The Jew stands at a higher stage of religious consciousness, 

80 that in neither religion was God known as a spirit. In this he follows 
Schneckenburger : was sind die oTot^. r. k, Theol. Jahrb. vii. 1848, p. 445 aq, — 
EdiUyr.^ 
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or, as the apostle defines the superiority of the irepirofiri to the 
aKpo/Svarca, Eom. iii. 2, efnoTeudrjaav ra Xdyca rod Oeov rrj 
TrepLTOfiTj. This, it is evident, does not refer to circumcision as 
such, but to Judaism as the religion of the circumcised. There is 
committed to Judaism something that heathenism does not possess. 
There is a peculiar treasure deposited in Judaism for preservation. 
God has declared himself in it in a special manner ; or, in a word, 
the religion it contains is the religion of revelation. Being the 
religion of revelation it is also the religion of the promise, in which 
that is contained in idea, which is realized in Christianity. It is 
to the Israelites that the sonship belongs, and the visible presence 
of God, the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the seiTice 
of God, and the promises ; to whom belong the fathers, of whom 
Christ came according to the flesh ; wherefore God who is exalted 
above all is to be blessed for ever, Rom. ix. 4, 5. This also is part 
of that relation of identity in which Judaism stands to Christianity, 
that in it everything that is distinctive and valuable in Christianity 
is already contained typically, symbolically, allegorically. The 
baptism of the Israelites unto Moses is a type of Christian baptism. 
The food and drink with which they were supplied in the wilder- 
ness is a type of the Christian supper, 1 Cor. x. 1 sq. ; the slain 
paschal lamb is a type of Christ killed at the feast of Passover, 
1 Cor. V. 7. Thus Judaism is related to Cliristianity as the type 
to the antitype. 
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SIXTH CHAPTER 

CHEISTIANITY AS A NEW PRINCIPLE IN THE WORLD'S 
HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT. 

The relation of Christianity to heathenism and Judaism is, as we 
have seen, defined as that between the absolute religion and the 
preparatory and subordinate forms of religion. We have here the 
progress from servitude to freedom, from nonage to majority, from 
the age of childhood to the age of maturity, from the flesh to the 
spirit. The state left behind, is one in which the divine spirit is soi 
little apprehended, that those dwelling in it are without any higher 
guiding principle : this is heathenism, 1 Cor. xiL 2, 3 : or it is the 
torturing conflict between the law and sin, beyond which Judaism 
can never pass. The state now reached is a truly spiritual con- 
sciousness charged with its own proper contents and at one 
with itself. It is only in Christianity that man can feel himself 
lifted up into the region of the spirit and of the spiritual life : it 
is only here that his relation to God is that of spirit to spirit. 
Christian it y ia es aentiallv the religion of the spirit, and where the 
spirit is there is liberty and light, the clear and unshadowed iden- 
tity of the spirit with itself. Now what Christianity thus is as 
the absolute religion it is only through C hrist And the explana- 
tion can only be found in Christ, how the transition is efiected 
from the first period, including heathenism and Judaism, to the 
second. This of itself, of course, should warn us not to think of 
a transition lying in the nature of the case and proceeding naturally 
out of it. In the apostle's view Christ's entrance into the world 
and into the life of humanity is a thing entirely supernatural. 
Christianity comes into existence by God's sending his Son. Yet 
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this does not prevent the apostle from regarding the appearance of 
Christ and of Christianity in the light of a process developing itself 
in history and advancing through various stages. In all those con- 
trasts in the light of which Christianity is regarded, as that between 
servitude and freedom, nonage and majority, sin and grace, death 
and life, the first and the second Adam, we trace the idea of an 
immanent process of development, proceeding by the conflict of 
mutually reacting momenta. Supernatural though the appearance 
of Christianity is, it is not entirely incomprehensible. It is to be 
comprehended, in part philosophically, from the essential inward 
connexion of one momentum with another, and in part historically, 
from the historical conditions in which it appeared. As for the 
first, Christianity is the natural outcome of the process in which 
sin grows by the operation of the law into the consciousness of sin ; 
for this is the necessary condition for the approach of grace. The 
latter is most clearly stated by the apostle in the passage GaL 
iv. 4. When the fulness of the time was come, God sent his Son, 
as one yevofievov e/e ywat/eo^, yevofjuevov trrro vofwv, iva rov^ inro 
vofAov e^ayopdar/, tva Ttjv vloOea-lav dTrdkd^oDfiev. That is to say, 
that God pl^ed the man Jesus when he destined him to be the 
Messiah, or the Son of God, in that historical crisis where the ful> 
ness of the time was to ensue and the one period was to pass 
over into the other. On this account he was to be essentially 
man, and to enter into the world just as any other man, as one 
yevofievo^ eie yuvauco^. This expression for being bom as man does 
not directly exclude a supernatural generation, but in the connexion 
it certainly seems very unlikely that such an idea was entertained. 
He who is bom of a woman is simply a man coming into exis- 
tence in the ordinary and natural way. He is yevd/ievo^ ex ywai- 
#co9, and he is yevd/juevo^ vtto vdfwv ; he bears the impress and 
character of the aroijaua rov Kdafiov. The apostle's idea seems to 
be that since the transition from one period to another was to be 
made in his person, it was necessary that he should represent the 
first period in his own person. As he entered at his birth into the 
conditions of humanity, he stood also imder the law : the law made 
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the same claim on him that it makes on all other men. Indeed he 
became the curse of the law, but not on his own account, — it was 
that by dying on account of the curse and discharging the claims 
of the law, he might bring in freedom from the law and make men 
children of God, vloi Oeov. He himself is in a special sense the 
vu)<; 0€ov : for in him humanity rises to the consciousness of 
unity with God, in him there is for humanity the principle of its 
new existence, where it is not servile, but free, not under guardian- 
ship, but of full age. Thus as it belongs to human nature 
that the man passes from the restrictions of infancy and youth to 
the independence of maturity, from the unfree to the free, from the 
servant to the son, so Christ entered into humanity as a Son at the 
time appointed for that event, that is, when himianity had arrived 
at its maturity. In this view Christianity is not merely a thing 
that has been imported into humanity from without ; whatever con- 
ception be formed o f PTiriaf/a person, Christianity is a stage of the 
religious development of the world which has proceeded from a 
principle that is internal and immanent in humanity. Christianity 
is reached by the progress of the spirit to the freedom of its own 
self-consciousness, and humanity cannot arrive at this period till 
it has traversed that of imfreedom and servitude. Christ as the 
principle of this period of human development is the second 
Adam over against the first. This antithesis as much as the others 
suggests that Christianity is one of the stages of an immanent pro- 
cess of development. This antithesis contains the main ideas with 
which we are concerned in this chapter. 

In the period of the first Adam sin and death are the ruling 
powers. Death is the wages of sin : that is, so certainly as a man 
sins, so certainly does he also die. The universal reign of death 
is what chiefly distinguishes the first period from the second. But 
do not men die in the second period just as much as in the first ? 
And if death comes because of sin and is the punishment which 
sin deserves and draws after it, then how can the apostle say, as 
he does. Bom. iiL 25, that God has left unpunished the sins com- 
mitted before Christ ? If men died during that period, then their 
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death paid the penalty their sins had incurred and they required 
no other means of expiation. And if the death of Christ be a means 
of expiation set up by God, available to all men for the forgiveness 
of their sins, if sin has ceased to have such a hold on men that 
nothing but their death can discharge the penalty of it, and the 
power of death which reigned throughout the first period is thus 
broken in the second, then those who have received into themselves 
the grace bestowed in Christ and therein the justification by which 
life is imparted, should not die in this latter period. But if they 
do die in this period as much as in the former, then what is the 
difference between the two ? Or are we to understand the long- 
suffering which God manifested in the first period to have consisted 
in this : that he did not suffer the human race to die out altogether, 
and that the dead were always succeeded by the living ? But this 
is the case in the second period as well, and we fail to see in what 
sense it is true that the one period is distinguished from the other 
by death being the dominating principle of the one and life of the 
other. The solution of this difl&culty lies in an accurate apprehen- 
sion of what the apostle means by the words fo)^ and Odvaro^. 
He uses these words in a double sense, as including both the 
physical and the ethical, and neither of these two spheres is thought 
of without an implicit reference to the one and original element in 
which both have their common root. Death and life stand over 
against each other as the first and the second Adam. In the first 
Adam men die, in the second they rise to life, those- namely who 
believe in him. From this qualification of the statement, that only 
those rise who believe in him, we see how the physical notion of 
life and the ethical are interwoven. If it be said that men die in 
the first Adam, the death here spoken of is first of all physical 
death ; they die because sin runs its course in them and is followed 
by death, the wages of sin. But this is merely the physical death 
to which man is liable at any rate in virtue of his bodily constitu- 
tion, and which is not necessarily the extinction of his whole ex- 
istence. Why should so great importance be attached to death in 
this sense ? This arises from the Jewish view of the nature and oflBce 
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of the body as an essential element of the human personality. With.- 
out the body man is in this view without any material basis for his 
existence ; if death asserts its power over his body, then the power 
of death reigns over him in his entirety ; all the privations bound 
up in the idea of death are now realized in him ; there is no longer 
any life for him, nor any salvation, nor any connexion with the 
kingdom of God. And if death is not to be the total severance of 
this connexion, if he is to look for a life worth having after death, 
then he must be assured of this point first of all, that death has no 
power entirely to destroy his physical life. Hence the great im- 
portance which the resurrection of Jesus possesses for the Christian 
consciousness. It is the positive and actual evidence of a power 
of life by which death is overcoma Physical death is abolished by 
physical life : in the resurrection of Jesus a new principle of life 
has entered into humanity. 

But physical death is not merely the natural end of life : it also 
results as the wages of sin under God's decree of condemnation. 
Thus the life imparted to humanity through the resurrection of 
Jesus must be something more than physical life. Over against 
the KaraKpL/jba of death there stands, as the apostle says in a preg- 
nant expression, Eom. v. 18, the Sixaicoats 5<a)^9. That is to say, 
the life given to himianity in the resurrection of Jesus is co-exten- 
sive with the change which transfers a man from the state of sin into 
the state of justification ; it comes in that cha-nge, and so is more 
than physical life, though it includes that also — it is life in the 
fullest and truest sense. But the chief evidence that there is 
such a life, in which death is conquered and abolished, is the great 
fact of the resurrection of Jesua The apostle regards the resurrec- 
tion as the principal doctrine of the Christian fiaith. He writes 
to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. xv. 3, that among the chief points of the 
doctrine which had been delivered to him, and which he had com- 
municated to them, were these : that Christ died for our sins accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, and was buried, and that he rose again on the 
third day. Now that Jesus rose again after his death is an out- 
ward histOTical fact, from which Christianity derives its objective 
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historical character. In virtue of this fact it is the Xrfyo9 rou 
aravpov, a doctrine founded on a distinct historical basis, and 
thereby essentially different from such truth as is evolved from 
pure reason, 1 Cor. i. 18. It is therefore all-important that that fact 
should be properly authenticated ; and the apostle brings forward 
evidence on the subject, appealing to the appearances of Jesus both 
to the older apostles and to himself. One great function of the 
apostles in their preaching of the Gospel is to be witnesses of 
the resurrection of Jesus, 1 Cor. xv. 15. But the resurrection is 
something more than this single historical fact : it also involves a 
general truth. For if it were in itself impossible that the dead should 
rise, then Christ could not have risen. Christ's resurrection therefore 
has made it clear and certain to us that resurrection from the dead is 
possible, that there is such a resurrection. This knowledge is due to 
Christianity ; nor is its connexion with Christianity a merely out- 
ward or accidental one ; Christianity as a whole is based upon the 
fact that a resurrection from the dead is possible, and that it has actu- 
ally come to pass in Christ. If Christ be not risen, the apostle saya, 
verse 17, then the faith that Christians have is vain and delusive : 
then there is no forgiveness of sins, and the guilt of sin is not 
removed from us ; hence the Christians who have fallen asleep are 
lost. Death reigns over them with the sam^ dominion which it 
exercised from Adam to Christ : then there are no more miserable 
men than Christians are, — they have much to suffer for their faith, 
and their hope in Christ is limited to this wodd, there is no hope 
in him beyond. If the death of the body be not done away, if 
death as the end of this life be not succeeded by another life, then 
there is no power of life to overcome the mortality of man. In- 
spiriting and blessed as the Christian faith is even for the present, 
with its assurance of mercy, of justification, and of atonement with 
God, yet it is always liable to be disturbed and darkened by the 
thought of the death which is coming to the body ; and there is 
no way out of this darkness and perplexity unless the Christian 
can become assured that out of the death of the body he will rise 
again to a new life. Even the spiritual life, which is the conteilts 
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of the Christian consciousness, would be no true life at all, if it 
were not at the same time a physical life. Without the resurrec- 
tion of the body the personality cannot continue, and the spiritual 
life of Christianity must embrace this, and bring the Christian the 
assurance that he will continue to exist with the same personality 
as at present. Christianity is therefore meaningless, and its absolute 
idea is untrue except in the light of this fact — that there is a resur- 
rection of the dead. It is not only that Christ rose from the dead 
— ^he could not have risen if resurrection were in itself impossible, — 
but that what happened in his case is also to happen to aU others. 
Thus in Christ and through his resurrection a new principle has 
been introduced into humanity ; that principle has to be developed 
in humanity. This is what the apostle means when he says that 
Christ was raised up from the dead as the airafy)^ r&v Ke/eocfMrf- 
liivtov. As death reigns over the period beginning with Adam, so 
the new principle of life which appeared in Christ rules over the 
second period. The two periods and principles agree in this, that 
Adam and Christ are both human, since Christ is a man as much 
as Adam ; the one principle as well as the other is immanent in 
humanity. Christ as much as Adam belongs essentially to hiunanity, 
is subject to all its conditions and part of its history, and hence it 
is, that the principle which he brought in becomes incorporate with 
and a living power in humanity. As then in Adam all die, so in 
Christ shall all be made alive, verse 22. They are made alive in him 
because of their common nature with him, because he, who has in 
himself the principle of life, is a man like them. Now how are 
we to account for this sweeping statement, " All shall be made 
alive"? On the one side, only those who are in Christ are made 
alive ; on the other side, the life is spoken of as co-extensive with 
the death in Adam. The reason of this is that the physical and 
the ethical idea of life are not held apart from each other. The 
life that comes from Christ is the life of the resurrection, and 
therefore a physical life ; but, on the other hand, only those can 
obtain it who have the spiritual life that is awakened by faith in 
Christ. The life which comes from Christ, then, is a thing which is 
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mediated by the spiritual life of faith, and must be life in the 
highest sense, the blessed life. The being made alive would thus 
seem to mean nothing more or less than salvation. But it is 
asserted of all universally, and this plainly implies the apostle's 
belief that the principle which has come to actuality in Christ is of 
^ sufficient energy and power to quicken aU men for the resurrection 
to the blessed life. His whole argument on the subject leads to this 
conclusion. Adam and Christ are related to each other as death 
and life, as dying and rising again. The same human nature which 
perishes in the one rises again in the other. In contrasting Adam 
and Christ with each other as the physical and the spiritual 
principle, the apostle goes on to show that the one cannot exist 
without the other, that the two things, death and resurrection, are 
essential momenta in one and the same process of development. 
For so it is written, he says, verse 45, " The first man Adam was 
made a living soul, the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. 
Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is 
psychical ; and afterward that which is spiritual The first man 
was of the earth, earthy ; the second man is the Lord from heaven. 
As the earthy was, so are they that are earthy ; and as the heavenly 
was, so are they that are heavenly. And as we have borne the 
image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 
For flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God ; nor can the 
corruptible uiherit incorruption." There is thus not only a material 
earthly life, but also a spiritual, heavenly life ; not only a physical, 
but also a pneimiatical Adam. Some think that as the apostle is 
discussing the resurrection he must be speaking merely of the 
bodily constitution of the first man, with a view to showing that 
there are different kinds of bodies, higher and lower, physical and 
pneumatical, and that man rises from the lower to the higher. 
The human race, the apostle is thought to argue, is first endowed 
with an earthly body after the type of the first man, and only at a 
later period does it attain to a higher, more than earthly nature, 
after the type of the Eedeemer, i,e. of his glorified body. The 
present human body, then, is to be changed and glorified. But this 
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is not what the apostle is saying. It is not only the bodily istructure 
that he is thinking of when he calls the first Adam a living soul, 
and the second a quickening spirit, — the one psychical and earthy, 
the other spiritual and heavenly. He is thinking of the whole per- 
sonality of the two. This is quite clear when we remember how 
he does not regard the resurrection as being merely the restora- 
tion of the body, but as that state of higher greater life of which 
the glorified body is to be the seat.^ The resurrection does not 
consist, in his view, in a change of the human body taking place 
instantaneously at a certain crisis through a supernatural opera- 
tion of Grod. This was the unspiritual Jewish view. But to the 
apostle the resurrection is a form, a stage, of life, to which the 
whole system of organic life, natural and human, bears witness. 
He adduces the following arguments to show the possibility of 
the resurrection, 1. That nature presents us with phenomena 
precisely analogous to it, changes in which new life springs from 
death and corruption in the same individual The most appro- 
priate symbol of the resurrection is the seed-corn which dies and 
yet lives again, verses 36-38. 2. Nature presents to us a great 
multiplicity and diversity of bodies or existences, some less perfect, 
and some much more perfect. Hence we conclude that man also 
may have not only a mortal but an immortal nature, verses 39-43. 
3. The two elements that make up man's nature being the ^^v)(rf 
and- the irvevfia {^vj^n here as the sensuous part, and including the 
cra/)f , the '^vj(iKo^ being equivalent to the aapKucoi), and the two 
opposite sides of human nature which are combined to a unity in 
him, being represented by Adam and Christ, the first and the 
second, the earthly and the heavenly man, the relation of the 

^ When the aposUe says, 1 Cor. xv. 44, (nrtiptrcu a&fjLa '^x'''^^^* cyctpcrot (r&fia 
irv€VfiaTiK6v' eori a&iui i^;(uc($v, koi Icrrt aS>fia nvtVfiqrtKdvt this refers to the 
whole personality and substance of the man in the two distinct periods. It is 
not to be overlooked that aS>fia is to the apostle a diiferent thing from <rap^, and 
a much higher thing. He knows of no resurrection of the aap^ ; the aap^ is no 
part of the man's personality after the resurrection. Those who resurge exist 
only in a aZfta irv€viwTiK6v ; awfia is thus to the apostle the concrete form in 
which the substance of any being's existence is contained. 
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present life to the future cannot be conceived to be anything else 
than an advance from the psychical life to the pneumatical. If in 
his present state man stands at the stage of the psychical life, 
what is more natural than that this subordinate stage should be 
succeeded by a higher, should develop into the stage of the pneu- 
matical life ? (verse 44.) 

Now the contrast drawn by the apostle between Adam and Christ 
is not merely that they are the antagonist principles of life and 
death, and that in the one men die, and in the other rise again. 
They are also the representatives, the one as '^v^, the other as 
TTvevfia, of the two great historical periods in which the life of 
humanity runs its course. The collective life of mankind is treated 
here after the analogy of the individual life. As with the in- 
dividual the psychical element predominates in the earlier period of 
life, the spiritual principle being quite undeveloped as yet, though 
e(f course not whoUy wanting; and as this psychical period is 
succeeded by another in which the spiritual principle asserts itself 
more and more, till in the man's fuU and mature age when he has 
reached the freedom of the spiritual self-consciousness, it gains 
XK)mplete ascendency, — so is it with humanity. The two periods 
are determined by their respective principles, Adam and Christ. 
In the first period it is only the psychical, sensual, carnal, side of 
human nature, that side which suffers the dominion of sin^ that 
comes to the surface. In the second the spiritual is the predominat- 
ing principle, the whole thoughts, desires, and actions of men are 
determined by it. If human history be thus divided into two 
periods represented by and depending on Adam and Christ respec- 
tively, then we reach two important conclusions on the nature of 
these two periods. 1. The apostle does not seek to deduce the 
sin of Adam and of his posterity from any other source than their 
own free-will ; yet, at the same time, he could not altogether escape 
from the idea that the reign of sin during the first period was 
simply the natural predominance of the sensuous side of himian 
nature at the time. The relation of the two elements of human 
nature to each other dictated a certain course which the develop- 
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nient* of humanity could not but follow : no other course was 
possible. An earthly sensual man, as Adam was, he lacked the 
strength required to master the sensual impulses of his nature and 
to resist the tendency to sin which was inherent in his constitution. 
Abstractly his free-will may have been competent for such an 
effort, yet his will was insuflBciently informed by motives, many 
of which could only be supplied by the reason and the spiritual 
sensitiveness to be reached at a later stage. This predominance of 
sense, this impotence of the moral will, this tendency to sin, were 
a part of human nature from the beginning, and the apostle does 
not suggest in the remotest way that this was a result of the sin 
of the first man. Indeed he cannot have thought so ; for if Adam 
was to stand in such a contrast with Christ, he must have been 
essentially y^vxiico^ and ex yfj^ j(piKo<;. 2. As Adam represents this 
side of human nature, and is its principle and the common root of 
all those in whom it is predominant, so we behold in Christ the 
principle of the other, spiritual side of human nature. This con- 
trast of the two principles, however, shows us that it is something 
more than the resurrection and the state to follow it in the future, 
and the abolition it involves of the death inherited from Adam, 
that Christ is regarded as procuring. What is obtained through 
him is the higher spiritual consciousness of man, awakened by 
Christ and invested with permanent authority and power. Christ 
is the principle of this consciousness, and the reason why the apostle 
speaks of it as a resurrection still in the future, is that the victory 
of the new principle over the old, of life over death, is most vividly 
represented in that form. The power of the new principle, more- 
over, can be best recognised and appreciated when viewed in its 
effects in the future world and in bringing about the final consum- 
mation. These future results throw a strong light back on the 
beginnings of Christianity, and show the immense importance of 
the epoch in the development of humanity which Christ brought 
about. The principle which has been brought to light in Christ is 
thus of infinite extension: and it is also infinite intensively as 
realized by the individual It is the infinite Christian conscious- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Chap. VL] CHRISTIANITY AS A NEW PRINCIPLE. 223 

nevss, as a truly spiritual consciousness. The apostle expressly calls 
the principle with which Christ stands over against Adam, pneu- 
matical, and that though he is speaking of the resurrection. But 
the ideas of physical and spiritual life are so closely interwoven 
here, that the Christian principle could not be the principle of the 
resurrection, save in virtue of what it is in itself. The Christian 
principle includes and proceeds upon faith in Christ, on the assur- 
ance of reconciliation and unity with Grod, on the fellowship of the 
spirit, whose communications are the beginning and the condition 
of the whole new relation ; and it lifts the Christian up so high 
in the religious life, that all things give place to the idea of the 
absolute with which he is inspired : he knows that neither death 
nor life, neither things present nor things to come, can separate 
him from the love of God in Christ Jesus. In this absolute con- 
sciousness he already possesses that life which is superior to every- 
thing worldly, fleeting, and finite ; and all that remains is that 
this life should manifest itself outwardly and extensively in the 
resurrection of the body. 

In order to understand how the physical and the spiritual 
elements are both comprehended and united in this life of which 
Christ is the principle, we have only to remember that the apostle 
represents the development of this life as the continued negation 
of the opposite principle of death. It is in the victory it achieves 
over death that its power and energy are manifested. To the 
Christian consciousness death is already abolished ; it remains that 
it should be abolished in outward fact The resurrection is 
not merely a life given to men by Christ at a certain definite 
point of time : it is a life which men receive now, and which 
carries with it the triumph of life over death. Each stage in the 
development of this principle is thus a stage in the victory over 
death. Every man rises again in his own order, the apostle says, 
verse 23. There are therefore several distinct stages of the process. 
The first negation of death is the resurrection of Christ himself, 
for he is risen from the dead as the firstfruits of them that slept : 
the principle is identical with his person, and he was necessarily 
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the first in whom it proved its power to conquer death. The 
second negation of death is the resurrection of those who belong to 
Christ, at his coming. At the Farousia of Christ, those who are 
dead rise again, those who are still living at the time are changed. 
Though they have not yet died and fallen under death's dominion, 
yet the principle of death is in them, and they would necessarily 
succumb to it sooner or later. In them also, therefore, death has 
to be overcome, the mortal in them has to be transmuted into 
immortality, else they cannot share that life which begins with 
the resurrection for those who rise. Flesh and blood cannot in- 
herit the kingdom of God, nor can the corruptible, this material 
and sensuous life which is composed of earthly elements, inherit 
incorruption. On this account the apostle designates as a mystery 
what was an unavoidable feature of his view of the future life as 
a post-resurrection life. It was a mystery in so far as it was not 
clearly realized — that all would not have died at the time of 
Christ's coming, but that all would undergo a transformation 
(since the resurrection is also a transformation) ; in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump, as soon as it sounds, 
the dead will be raised incorruptible, ,and the living will be 
changed. For according to the order ordained by God, in which 
the whole process moves, from which the victory of the principle 
of life over the principle of death is to result, it cannot but be the 
case that this corruptible shall put on incorruption, and this 
mortal, immortality, 1 Cor. xv. 60-53. After the resurrection of 
the dead, and the transformation of the living, comes the end, the 
end of the whole present history ; then, that is to say, when Christ 
delivers up the kingdom to God and the Father, when he shall 
have destroyed every rule and every authority and power, for he 
must reign till he has put all his enemies under his feet. The 
last enemy that shall be destroyed is death, for he has put all 
things under his feet. But when it is said that aU things are put 
under him, it is manifest that this means all things except him 
who put alt things under him. And when all things are subdued 
under him, then shall he himself, the Son^ subject himself also to 
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him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all : vv. 
24-28. It is very evident that the apostle here regards the whole 
history of the world and men as the scene of the conflict of two 
principles, one of which has sway at first, but is then attacked and 
conquered and entirely destroyed by the other. The first of these 
principles is death ; the history of the world begins with this one, 
and comes to a close when death, and with death the entire dual- 
ism of which the course of history is the development, has entirely 
disappeared from it. In order to break the might of the principle 
of death, Christ appeared at the time appointed him as the Son of 
God the Father. God caused him, as it were, to issue from him- 
self, enters in him into the process of history, and subjects himself 
in him to the limitations of the world in its subjection to the 
principle of death ; that in the finite the principle of infinity may 
be born and appear, and the world of death be changed into the 
world of life. The power of the death-principle is broken by the 
resurrection of Jesus, yet the life-principle cannot assert its full 
supremacy as long as the world's history still goes on in time. 
Thus the common division of history into the ante-Messianic and 
the Messianic period is replaced in the apostle's mind by the higher 
view that we are now in the alojv ovro^, and that the atojv fieKKav 
is to follow it. Now is the world of opposition and of struggle : 
Christ bears rule in the name of God, but only that he may sub- 
due all hostile powers in which the principle of death continues 
to assert itself. The world to cojne is the higher world where 
the battle between life and death has been fought out, and the 
victory is complete ; where every jar is stilled. Here the eternal 
and absolute G^d, who stands above all,- takes back into himself, 
out of the historical process in which the world he had created 
stood over against him, all that is his, and embraces it all in the 
eternal unity of his own undivided essence. If the conflict of the 
two principles, life and death, be now concluded, and transformed 
to unity, then Christ, who is identical with the principle of life, 
cannot be any longer outside of God, — ^he must be in God. The 
opposition through which God sought to bring about the unity of 

P 
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the world with himseK has now come to an end, and there is no 
longer any need of mediation or of a mediator. Corruption has 
put on incorruption, the mortal has put on immortality, and the 
words of Scripture are fulfilled : death is swallowed up in victory ; 
death is robbed of its sting. The apostle adds, The sting of death 
is sin, and the strength of sin is the law ; but the victory is given 
through the Lord Jesus Christ. In these words he recapitulates 
the momenta through which the transition from the one principle 
to the other takes place inwardly as well as outwardly. The 
mediation consists, in a word, in this : that the life in which death 
Ls overcome and abolished is the Bt/calaxrt^ ^ay^ (Bom. v. 18). 

Here we might ask if God's being all-in-all is held to imply 
the final cessation of evil by the conversion of the wicked and of 
the deviL The question might be answered in different ways, but 
is of slight importance. It makes little difference in the main, 
whether the evil powers continue to exist in a state of entire ex- 
haustion and impotence, or whether they be at last attracted by 
the irresistible power of good. Whatever be thought on the 
question, it must be perfectly clear that if death is to be robbed 
of his last sting, then there can be no eternal punishment. 

Among the changes to take place in this development of the 
world's history there are two which we may mention specially. 
Tbey are connected with the great final catastrophe, one in the 
physical, the other in the moral world. The first is the transfigura- 
tion of external nature spoken of by the apostle, Eom, viii. 19 sq. 
Nature is to be set free from the vanity and finiteness to which 
she has been made subject, and to be raised to the state of liberty 
which is the glory of the sons of God. Thus external nature also 
is one day to wear the likeness of that unshadowed Christian con- 
sciousness which is at one with itself and God, and is absolved 
from every limitation. The other occurrence which the apostle 
expects from the future is the conversion of the Jews. The blind- 
ness of a part of the Jews, he says, Eom. xi. 25, will last only till 
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in to the Christian body. Then 
all Israel will be saved. If this is to happen only after the con- 
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version of all the Gentiles, then it must be at the end, just before 
the Parousia, and the general resurrection. And the apostle ex- 
pected that he himself would live to see the Parousia! What 
mighty events did he compress into the immediate future ! But 
he has not given his reasons for these two expectations, nor did 
he make definite doctrines of them. 
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SEVENTH CHAPTER 

FAITH, LOVE, AND HOPE, AS THE THREE MOMENTA OF CHRISTIAN 
CONSCIOUSNESS. 

The process of the world's hiatory is thus divided into two great 
periods, with Adam at the head of the first and Christ at the head 
of the second. The first comes to an end in the present world ; 
the second has its beginning here, but stretches into the infinite 
beyond of the world to come. The Christian consciousness is 
similarly divided between the two elements of the past and of 
the future. It goes back in Adam to the past, and follows the 
whole process of the history that lies between Adam and Christ ; 
and in Christ it directs its view to the most distant future, reaches 
out to the consummation of all things, and finds its rest in the 
result that lies behind that consummation, in God who has then 
become all in alL As directed to the past, the Christian con- 
sciousness is Christian faith; as directed to the future, it is 
Christian hopa Christian faith must of necessity be directed to 
the past. It is indeed the living present consciousness of Christ's 
dwelling in us through his spirit ; yet the proper object of faith 
is something that has happened, that is past, and in this instance 
it is the death of Christ upon the cross. All the different 
momenta of Christian faith are centred in the cross. And it is 
impossible to understand tliese momenta except by tracing them 
backwards, and going up through the series, sin, death, law, to 
Adam, with whom the series originated. Christian faith is essen- 
tially historical ; what is immediate in it has yet been mediated 
by past events, and has its roots in the past. Faith, therefore, 
goes back to the past. It does not, however, take its stand at any 
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one point of the past, it is under the necessity, of going baick to the 
beginning ; &om the beginning it is led forward again from stage 
to stage, from the past to the present, from the present to the 
future. Thus faith stands in the present as an element of con- 
sciousness, but lives in the past This attitude of the mind 
towards the past comes out very distinctly in the view that every- 
thing in the past has reference to us, and happened principally for 
our sake. In the history of the Old Testament, in the fortunes and 
vicissitudes of the ancient people,- the apostle finds a multitude of 
types of the various aspects of Christianity. He says, 1 Cor. x. 6^ 
after mentioning a number of occurrences from the Old Testament, 
TavTa rvTToi Tjfuv eyevrjOrfaav, that we should not lust after evil 
things, nor be idolaters, etc. All this happened to them as a type, 
and had reference to the future. The past thus contains a picture 
of the future, and does not find the object which it serves save in 
that future. Hence it is written for our admonition, eU ov9 ra 
reXri T&v ai(ov<ov KaTrjimjcev, on whom the end of the world's 
history is advancing, on whom the last eventful time is just about 
to break, in which that history shall reach its end and consumma- 
tion. The whole interest of the world's history is concentrated in 
the rekri r&v aldvcjv ; here every event is solemn and important ; 
to this period all past events have been converging ; this period 
all past events have been prefiguring. Thus the past is consulted 
for an explanation of the present. But not only so : the present 
itself points us forward; it also is to reach a fulfilment in the 
future. The chief interest of the Christian consciousness is in 
the^ future, and thus faith, including as it does all the momenta of 
the Christian consciousness, yet admitting of different aspects and 
expressions, comes to be hope or longing. In thinking of the 
future, the faith which justifies assumes the character of hope. 
In the spirit, the apostle says, GaL v. 5, that is, in our Christian 
consciousness, we look through faith for righteousness or justifica- 
tion as the object of our hope {eXTrh Sixatoa-vvri^ as 2 Cor. i. 22, 
appafitov Tov in/evfiaro^, the irvevp^a as appa^tov), we expect that 
that SiKaioavvr}, which is the object of oiir hope, will be realized. 
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Though justification belongs to the present as being 7rv€Vfiar^ and 
€K 7r/<7T€(»9, Jct as cXTTt? Bt/catoavvT)^ it is placed in the future. 
The divine act of justification is only accomplished in the blessed- 
ness of the future ; this is a part of Sixaiovadai, thus faith may 
come to be more occupied with the future than with the present, 
and then it will be hope. The Christian's whole thought, and 
desii'e, and effort is occupied with the future ; he is drawn to it 
by all the ties by which he is bound to Christ He knows — ^for 
the apostle's words, 2 Cor. iv. 14, may be understood of Christians 
as Christians — " that he who raised up the Lord Jesus from the dead 
will raise up us also by Jesus. For this cause wq do not weary, 
but though our outward man perish, yet our inward man is 
renewed day by day. For our transitory light afflictions procure 
for us a transcendently exalted and eternal glory, while we look 
not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen, 
for the visible is temporal, but the invisible is eternal" The 
visible present is a vanishing momentum of the future which is 
as yet invisible ; if the two be held side by side it cannot but 
appear that the sufierings of the present time are of no account 
whatever in comparison with the glory which the future will 
make manifest in us. The Christian cannot but long for this 
glory, the thought of which engrosses him ; his whole mind and 
soul are possessed with longing, and he even imputes his own 
mood to outward physical nature and thinks that it sympathizes 
with his yearning. " For expectant nature waits for the manifesta- 
tion of the sons of God, for the catastrophe at which they shall 
appear in their glory as the sons and heirs of God. For nature 
was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but for the sake of him 
who subjected her ; the hope being reserved to her, that she also 
should be freed from the bondage of corruption to the freedom 
which is the glory of the sons of God. For we know that all 
nature groans with us, and is in travail from of old till now : and 
not only she, but we also, who have the firstfruits of the spirit, 
we also groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, the 
redemption of our body. For we have been saved for hope (our 
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salvation is only the object of hope) : but a hope which is. visible 
is no hope : for what a man sees he can no longer be hoping for. 
But if we hope for what we see not, then we wait for it with 
patience/' Eom. viii. 18-25. Thus everything is summed up in 
hope : the deepest feeling of the Christian's heart is yearning, — the 
patient waiting for what is yet to come. Even the spirit, which 
the Christian has already received, and in which the blessings of 
the gospel are already consciously his, even the spirit is only an 
aTrapxVt oiilj the sacred initiation, only the pledge of something 
higher which has yet to come, of this namely : that the mortal 
shall be swallowed up of life, 2 Cor. v. 5* This being so, the 
apostle proceeds : — " I have always good courage, and look beyond 
the present to the future. I know that so long as I am in the 
body I am absent from the Lord, for we walk in faith not by 
sight, but I have good courage and wish rather to go forth out of 
the body and to be at home with the Lord," w. 6-8* By force of 
yearning after the Lord and reaching forth towards him beyond 
the present to the future, the present and the future come to 
appear to the apostle to lie quite close together. Everything 
seemed to be pressing on to the close, all existing relations and 
arrangements were uncertain, and on the brink of being dissolved, 
1 Cor. vii. 29. The future world was already beginning to appear, 
he believed that he himself was to live to see the appearance of the 
Lord when he should come again and close the world's history by 
his arrival, 1 Cor xv. 52, 

Thus the Christian lives only in the future ; the present has no 
interest except as pointing to the future ; so little does it weigh in 
itself, that if the present has been filled with a hope in Christ 
which is not to have its fulfilment in the future, then Christians 
are of all men most miserable ; that if there be no resurrection of 
the dead, then those are right who say : Let us eat and drink, for 
to-morrow we die, 1 Cor. xv. 19, 32. The consciousness of the 
Christian has nothing in itself to hold on to, if it do not go out 
beyond the present The consciousness of atonement and unity 
with God is indeed such a blessed thing that there is no greater 
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happiness for a man than to be by his holy life a temple of the 
indwelling God ; and yet here it is as if it were not so, as if all 
this blessedness audi holiness of soul were nothing in itself, and 
were of value only in the light of the future. There could be no 
stronger expression of the Christian's dependence on the world to 
come. 

And is it then the case that the Christian has nothing in him- 
self now, and irrespective of what the future is to bring, that can 
lift him up absolutely above the limitations of his existence ? Is 
the infiniteness of the Christian consciousness a thing yet to be 
attained, and not already present ? To this we answer, that where 
faith is as yet nothing more than hope, and the spirit works only 
as the dirapx^, there love comes in as a new element. The 
apostle describes the nature of love in the classical passage, 1 Cor. 
xiii. ; without it, he says, the most distinguished spiritual gifts are 
i^ot];ungjgBaith, since it is love alone that teaches how to use them 
well, so that they are really serviceable. Of the highest practical 
virtues it is the same, the utmost devotion and self-sacrifice are 
worthless if they do not proceed from lova He goes on to 
describe love and invest it with every possible distinction as the 
moral quality by means of which man becomes free from every 
selfish feeling, lives not for himself, but only for others, and has no 
ends but such as are lofty and universal Thus it is love which 
gives the Christian consciousness and life its absolute value. 
Even faith is nothing without love, though love again is simply 
faith actively operative. In comparison with faith and hope, then, 
the apostle distinctly calls love the greatest, since she is what she 
is immediately and absolutely, and therefore always remains what 
she is. She is greater than hope, for when the fulfilment comes 
hope ceases to exist; and she is greater than faith, for faith does 
not reach its object immediately, but mediately, it is not a 
TreptTrarelv Sta etSov^, Our present knowledge is obscure and dim, 
not a seeing face to face. This knowing in part has to give place 
to perfect knowledge, this mediate and reflected knowledge to the 
immediate and direct. Even faith as a form of knowledge will 
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cease to be when it rises into sight. Thus love is the greatest of 
the three momenta of the Christian consciousness ; it remains what 
it is, it has absolute value even in the present Now if love have 
absolute value in herself, if it be possible for the Christian even 
now to be filled with a love which leaves everything that is 
particular, egoistic, and limited, behind, and is her own reward 
instead of having to expect her reward in the future world, — if this 
be so, then is it not quite untrue to say that if there be no 
resurrection of the dead there is nothing better to be done than 
to eat and drink, since this life makes an end of all, and it is all 
the same whether a man lives so or so ? If love be in herself of 
absolute value, then she is so without the resurrection, and all the 
more the more she is without any ulterior interest to inspire her. 
But the reason of her having this absolute value is that the 
principle of the Christian consciousness from which she also 
springs, faith with all that makes up its living contents, has 
absolute value in itself. Faith, love, and hope, are the three 
momenta of the Christian consciousness, the three essential forms 
in which it finds expression; but while to faith and hope that 
infinity of the subject which Christianity promises is reserved for 
the transcendent hereafter, and is unattained here, love possesses 
that infinity here and now as her own immanent virtue. nl<m^ St 
ar/dTTf)^ evepyovfievff is Triart^ in possession of those absolute con- 
tents, which to 7r/oTt9 as expressed in ekirU were still imattained 
and only to be expected from the future world. Love, therefore, 
or faith in the form of love, is a greater thing than hope. What 
faith is theoretically love realizes, a consciousness that is free 
within itself, and absolved from all limits and barriers. Thus the 
three momenta in which the apostle while at the highest stage of 
his contemplation sums up the whole contents of his Christian 
consciousness coincide with that principle, as ,we sought to 
apprehend and to develop it at the outset of our discussion. 
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SPECIAL DISCUSSION OF CERTAIN SUBORDINATE DOGMATIC QUESTIONS. 

In the preceding chapters we have been considering the Pauline 
doctrine as a connected and organic system, in which one idea rose 
logically out of the other, till the whole stood before us. We have 
still to consider some questions which may serve to throw light on 
individual points of the apostle's system, though they do not 
materially aflfect its main positions. The question of greatest import- 
ance under this head is, how the apostle conceived of the higher 
nature of Christ. His doctrine of Christ is not indeed a key to his 
system ; that system can be quite well examined and described 
even before this question is discussed ; yet we must of course devot»e 
some attention to it, and we may dispose of several other points at 
the same time. 

1. The conception or the essence of religion. 

If it be asked what is the apostle's conception of religion, or what 
he held to be the essential element of religion, we must, of course, 
answer — Faith. This is man's part in religion ; what is to put man 
in a right relation towards God is faith and what springs out of faith. 
The chief proposition of the apostle's doctrine of justification, 6 ai^^/oo)- 
7ro9 €K 7r/(rr€a)9 ^-qaerai, contains his definition of religion. Eeligion 
is essentially faith. Faith is taken here not in its contracted, but in 
its widest sense ; it is faith in that which God must have^in him- 
self in order to make man blessed, confidence in his omnipotence. 
With regard to faith in Jesus, faith, that is, in its more specific 
sense, when the apostle means to exhibit that element in it which 
belongs to religion generally, he uses the expression Trurreveiv cttI 
TOP eryelpavra ^Iija-ovv top Kvpiov Tjfi&v he vexp&v (Pom. iv. 24). 
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And the distinguishing feature of Abraham's faith is that he be- 
lieved in God as the ^too7roi&v rov^ ve/cpov^ xal koK&p ra fjLTj oina 
©9 ovra (ver. 17). This faith, that God can bring about what seems 
impossible, contains, on the one hand, an expression of absolute 
dependence on God, and, on the other, an attitude of mind, in which 
the standard of possibility is not taken from what actually is, which 
surmounts the present reality, and takes account not only of the 
visible, but also of the invisible. Faith here means, to abstract from 
self and from one's own subjectivity, and to cast one's-self on the 
objective by which the subject is determined. It is the trustful 
surrender of the whole man to God. The ground of this confidence 
is not only God's omnipotence, but also his love ; but first of all it 
must be his omnipotence, because if God is to be the object of con- 
fidence, he must, first of all, have the power to do what love sug- 
gests. The most essential element of religion is thus, that man feel 
his dependence on God, and place an unlimited trust in him. 

The apostle, however, counts not only faith and confidence to be 
of the essence of religion, but also a certain amount and kind of 
action. He says, Eom. ii. 13, that not the hearers but the doers 
of the law are just before God; the difference between circumcision 
and uncircumcision is given up, but is replaced by that between 
the observance and the non-observance of the law. For circum- 
cision profits if one keeps the law, but if one be a transgressor of 
the law then circumcision is made uncircumcision. If then uncir- 
cumcision observes what the law pronounces to be right and good, 
then uncircumcision is counted for circumcision. And the uncir- 
cumcision that is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judges him who with 
the letter and with circumcision is a transgressor of the law. For 
it does not matter what one is outwardly, but only what one is 
inwardly in regard to the spirit with which he keeps the law (Eom. 
ii 25). Compare 1 Cor. vii. 19.: Circumcision is nothing and un- 
circumcision is nothing; the main point is the T^fyrja-K evroXav 
Oeov. This view of the essence of religion rests on the idea that 
justification by works of the law is abstractly a possible road to 
attain that salvation which is religion's ultimate end. If we omit, 
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what the apostle teaches further, that this road does not actually 
lead to that end, then the essence of religion must be the 
doing, the observance, of the commandments of God. But works 
and faith are related to each other in respect of the essence of re- 
ligion as SiKaiovadat ef epyaov vdfiov to Bi/caiovaOcu Ik irurreoD^^y 
works, as distinguished from and separate from faith cannot but 
be imperfect, and can only be the essence of religion in one of its 
lower stages. At a higher stage that essence is faith. 

There are, however, some indications that the apostle regarded 
knowledge as the highest region in which religion moves, and 
placed knowing above both doing and believing. 

He draws a contrast between dim and obscured seeing in a mirror, 
and seeing face to face; between his piecemeal knowledge now, and 
that which was to come, the knowing perfectly as he was known 
(1 Cor. xiiL 12). These last words may be understood either 
generally, thus : T shall be both the subject and the object of the 
knowledge of the future world, where all is clear and transparent ; or 
they may be taken of the knowledge of God : my knowledge of God 
will be as immediate and absolute as God's knowledge of me. In 
any case the highest stage and form of religion is to the apostle that 
in which it is an immediate relation of spirit to spirit ; if man's 
knowledge of God be as absolute as God's knowledge of man, then 
it is nothing but a knowledge identical with itself, the identity 
of subject and object in pure knowledge. Of the same knowledge 
the apostle says, 1 Cor. viii 3, If any man love God, the same is 
known of him. The context of the passage is not satisfied by the 
interpretation Deo prdbatur. The apostle is speaking, verse 2, of 
the yv&acf; which 4>vai,ol, of the yvSHTi,<i which is disjoined from love; 
and says that this is not the right knowledge, that there can be no 
right ypS>av; without the Ka6w hel yv&vai, which nothing but love 
can supply. Then he takes up the converse, verse 3, referring yv&ai^ 
to arfdm], and here he cannot mean anything but this, — that in the 
true dydinj the true yv&at,^ is ^Iso contained. In such a man the 
conception of yv&at*: is realized through his being known by God 
in loving God. This passive, being known, implies the active^ 
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knowing: as the object of the absolute divine knowledge he is also 
the subject of it, in so fjar as it is in him, as he, the object of it, 
has it in himself. Thus he is not only the object, but also the 
depositary, the subject of this divine knowledge of him. Thus 
religion is also knowledge — the highest absolute knowledge on 
man's part, as on God's part. God is known by man in the same 
absolute way as man by God ; in this same absolute knowledge 
God and man are one. 

2. The doctrine of God.^ 

What is most remarkable in the apostle's doctrine of God is how 
he seeks to remove from the idea of God everything particular, 
limited and finite, and to retain nothing but the pure idea of the 
absolute. The final result of the whole world-process is that God 
may be all in all, and this point of view is consistently adhered to 
throughout. Whatever subject he happens to be considering, its 
feference to God is always an essential part of it ; and the more he 
labours to grasp the subject in all its various aspects, and exhibit 
the whole system of its parts and connexions, the more does the 
whole train of thought seem to carry him at last by a natural attrac- 
tion to the absolute idea of G^d, to find there his conclusion and 
resting-place. As everything proceeds fix)m God, so everything is 
to be referred to him. The one God is the Father, ef ov ra irdvra 
Koi Tjfiei^ eU avTov (1 Cor. viii. 6), or in the more comprehensive 
expression of Eom. xi. 36, if avrov kolI hi avrov koI eU avrov ra 
TrdvTo, all things proceed from him, all things come to actuality 
through him, all things have in him their final purpose. As God 
in this absolute sense, he is further the Father of Jesus Christ, by 
whom the whole work of redemption was ordained : ra iravra Ik 
Tov Oeov, Tov /caraWd^avTO^ ^fta? iavr^ Bia 'Irjaov Xpiarov 
(2 Cor. V. 18). This constant reference to the one and universally 
efficient causality of God, and the consequent feelings of gratitude 
and wonder at God's greatness and goodness, causes the apostle to 
break out in direct doxology, as in Eom. ix. 5, 2 Cor. L 3, xL 31. 
This view of the absoluteness of the idea of God is the root of the 
1 Cf. Neutest. TheoL 205 ag. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



238 LIFE AND WORK OF FA UL. [Part IIL 

apostle's universalism ; he declares repeatedly that God is as much 
the God of the Gentiles as of the Jews, and that in this matter there 
is no respect of persons with God (Eom. iL 11, iiL 29, x. 12). Chris- 
tianity indeed is simply the negation of all particularism to the end 
that the pure and absolute idea of God may be realized in humanity.. 
The barriers which divide Jews from Gentiles are removed in the 
justification that is by faith, because faith is the freest way of jus- 
tification, and the only way that answers to the absolute idea of God 
(Eom. iii 30). But God has proved himself from the very begin- 
ning to be the God of the Gentiles; he did not leave them without 
a witness ; he could not do so, for it belongs to the idea of God 
that he should manifest himself. J^ yvfoarov rod Oeov <f>av€pov 
e<m €v avrohy the apostle says (Rom. i. 19), — ^for God has mani- 
fested it to them, for the invisible things of him are spuitually be- 
held since the foundation of the world, both his eternal power and 
his divinity. This sentence implies, on the one hand, that it be- 
longs to the essence of God to reveal himself, and, on the other, 
that his absolute nature cannot be revealed by any revelation. 
Invisible as it essentially is, it became visible so far as the invisible 
can become visible, through the creation of the world and all that 
God has been doing since then, through all God's works in nature. 
But then this is brought about only through the instrumentality 
of thought : ra aopara . • . voovfiei/a Kadopartu : it is only through 
thought that it comes to presentation. This knowledge of God 
through the works of nature is not immediate but mediate ; nature 
may be made the subject of thought and contemplation, and, from 
the operations that are visible there, we may infer an invisible 
causa The apostle thus indicates that the conclusion from effect 
to cause is the natural way to the knowledge of God. That which 
is known of God in this way is his power, and in general the 
divinity of his nature. Whether 0€cdri]<; be understood specially 
of the goodness of God as a further element in his nature, and 
different from his power, or, more accurately, of the sum of his 
divine attributes in general, in any case the apostle places the 
power of God before all his other attributes. It is the property by 
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which God calls the non-existent to exist (ra fiJrj ovra ©9 ovra 
KoXeli Eom. iv. 17). By his omnipotence God created the world; 
and Christianity, as a spiritual creation, is also to be referred to his 
omnipotence. The same G^d at whose command light shon^ out 
of darkness has also, as the apostle says (2 Cor. iv. 6) (here he is 
speaking of himself personally, but what he says is true of all 
Christians), shined into our hearts, to give us a clear knowledge of 
the glory of God as it appears on the face of Jesus Christ. Chris- 
tianity is a creation of light, as the first appearance of the world 
was; as creator of the world God called the non-existeut into 
existence, and that important event on which Christianity depends, 
the resurrection of Jesus, is a similar act of his omnipotence (the 
Apostle places the ^eotyiroieiv tov9 vexpov^ in the same category with 
the KoKelv ra firi ovra w ovroy Eom, iv. 1 7). Thus while the general 
conception which the Christian consciousness entertains of God is 
that he is the Father of Jesus Christ, this conception is further 
defined iq this way : that God is he who raised up Jesus from the 
dead (Eom. iv. 24, 25, 2 Cor. iv. 14). The reason for the omni- 
potence of God occupying so large a place in the Christian con- 
sciousness of him is, that it is essential to be assured that he 
ivvaro^ ecrrt Koi Troifjaat what he has promised (Eom. iv. 21). Next 
to his omnipotence, however, is his love : for his love is the first 
and highest cause to which the whole work of redemption which 
he ordained and set in motion, is to be referred (Eom, v. 8, viii. 38, 
2 Cor. xiii. 13). But his love cannot have its way without satis- 
faction being done to his justice : for his justice is the attribute 
through which that relation between God and man which is ade- 
quate to the idea of God must be accomplished. Thus Chiistianity 
and the scheme of salvation which it declares is itself a revelation 
of God's justice (Eom. i. 17). When his justice has been satisfied 
then his love appears in the forgiveness of sins as grace, and, where 
grace prevails, the wrath of God, his retributive justice, has no 
longer any part to play. 

3. The doctrine of Christ. 

Our consideration of the Pauline doctrine has not as yet carried 
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us beyond the idea of the Kvpttyi, the risen and glorified Lord. All 
that that doctrine involves in regard to the person of Christ is that 
Christianity could not have inaugurated the new epoch, which 
dates from the resurrection of Christ, and reaches its full accom- 
plishment at the end of the world, if Christ did not possess in the 
higher dignity to which he has ascended the principle of that new 
life which is to prevail when death has been subdued. But the 
higher dignity which Christ attained after his resurrection suggests 
to us very naturally that we should direct our view backwards and 
inquire, what is Christ ? What was he before he entered on his 
human existence ? He was sent as the Son of God : he entered 
as the Son of God, at the time which God had fore-ordained, into 
the history of humanity and of. the world (Rom. viiL 3, GaL iv. 4). 
This, however, indicates nothing more than his exalted office as 
Messiah. These expressions do not inform us whether he was the 
son of God before he was sent, or became the son of God by being 
sent. We have therefore to look for something more than this vl6<: 
0€ov, and to inquire how much is implied in his pre-existence. 
This question has been frequently discussed of late,^. yet the apostle's 
position on this subject has never yet been accurately determined. 
It is clear on the one side that a pre-existence such as that of the 
Johannine Logos-doctrine cannot be tracedin our apostle's writings ; 
yet on the other side, it is equally clear that we cannot believe 
him to have regarded Christ's personality as originating only in his 

himian existence. We have to define what the view ia that is 

» 

situated between these two extremes. 

By this time there should surely be little doubt among inter- 
preters that Christ is not called God at Eom. ix. 5. When we 
consider how absolute the idea of God is to the apostle, how 
powerfully the absoluteness of God had taken possession of hig 
mind, and how distinctly and consistently he represents the rela- 

1 Cf. my Geschichte von der Lehre der Dreieinigkeit u.8.w., 1 ThL p. 81. 
Zeller, Ueber einige Fragen in Betreff der nentestamentlichen Tbeologie, TheoL 
Jahrb. 1842, p. 51 «g. Kdstlin, der Lehrb. des Evangeliums und der Brief e Joh. 
and die verwandten neatest. Lehrb. 1843, p. 290 sq, Theol. Jahrb. 1845, p. 89 sq. 
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tion of Christ to God as one of subordination, we cannot possibly 
believe that in this one passage he meant to describe Christ as the 
absolute God exalted above all. The Pauline mode of thought on 
such subjects recognises the limits of the monotheism of Judaism, 
and such an expression would be simply inconsistent with that 
monotheism. Nor is there any reason why these doxological 
phrases should be taken in a diflferent sense from the other doxo- 
logies which occur in the apostle's writings. Why should they 
not be a doxology referring to God ? For this is what the context 
requires. It is said that the preceding To Kara aapKa leads us to 
expect some higher predicate to be ascribed to Christ But that is 
not the case : the apostle's intention here is not, as Eom. i. 3, to 
expound his conception of Christ in all its elements, and to indi- 
cate that in him which is more than the aap^. If this were his 
intention, it is certainly carried out in a very different way from 
what we find in Eom. L 3, — ^indeed in a very peculiar and inex- 
plicable way. What he is saying here is simply that one of the 
great advantages by which the Israelites are distinguished, is that 
Christ appeared among them, and as a descendant of their fathers, 
that Christ, in fact, belongs first of all to them. He feared, how- 
ever, to allow too much to the particularism of the Jews, and so he 
had to modify what he had said of Christ's descent by adding that 
this applied only to the natural extraction of the Messiah ; that it 
was only Kara adpxa. And this did not require to be balanced 
by another opposite predicate any more than the yevdfievofi ex 
fyvvacKo^ of Gral. iv. 4. Here then we have a passage in which the 
apostle sums up all the benefits and advantages conferred on the 
Israelites by God : and the climax of all these is said to be that 
the Messiah appeared among them, and as the descendant of their 
fathers ; and what is more natural than that, when he arrived at 
that climax, he should give utterance to his feelings of thanks and 
adoration ? In doing so he uses the words eU rov<; al&va^, as if 
to indicate that proofs like these of the divine favour, which the 
Israelites had enjoyed, could never be obliterated, nor cease at any 
future time to be a ground of gratitude and praise. De Wette 

Q 
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thinks it unnatural that God should be spoken of as the Being who 
is all in all, as if purposely to overshadow Christ ; yet it cannot be 
alleged that there is no sufficient reason for thus subordinating 
Christ to God, and for this doxology in which God is praised. 
The passage, if properly understood, proves exactly the opposite of 
what is commonly deduced from it ; it proves, namely, how little 
it consisted with the apostle's ideas to place Christ on an equality 
with Gk)d. and to give him the name of God. 

The passage 1 Cor. viii. 6 aflFords much more plausible grounds 
for the assertion that the apostle ascribed divine pre-existence to 
Christ. That this is the force of the words hi ,ov ra irdvra koI 
7}fielfi Bi avTov, is argued on the following' grounds : — 1. That it is 
implied in the analogy of these words with the preceding ef ov ra 
Trdvra, and that the expression used of Gk)d, Eom. xL 36, is pre- 
cisely identical 2. That it is implied in the collocation of iravra 
and i7/A€t9, the latter being understood most naturally of the whole 
body of Christians, and the former of the totality of things existing. 
3. That the context requires it. The reason given here why 
Christians need not scruple to eat meat offered to idols is the 
same as that given x. 26 sj., viz., that the meat which is dedi- 
cated to idols belongs in fact to the God of the Christians. This is 
what is meant by the words ef ov t. tt. Now what is said here 
of Christ must be meant to have the same force as what was said 
before of God, and the conclusion is : You are at liberty to eat 
what the heathens have presented to their masters, for this also 
belongs to your master, Christ, since it, with all existing things, was 
made by him.^ In spite of aU this, I stiU fail to see that this is the 
correct interpretation of the passage. As for the last of the three 
points, the words do not bear the meaning that is put into them ; there 
is no such immediate reference to the flesh offered to idols. What 
the apostle means is just this, that the elhoSka as such have no reality, 
for though there be many so-caUed gods, higher and lower {Oeoi and 
Kvpioc), yet they are no true existences. Christians only have the 
one God, the Father, from whom all things are, and to whom the 

1 Zeller, op. eit, p. 67. 
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Christian has to refer all things ; and the one Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom all things are, and through whom Christians also 
are. Thus if the formal distinction drawn in heathenism between 
0€ol and Kvpioi be a correct one, yet only In Christianity are there 
a 0€Q^ and a Kvpio<; who answer to the distinction. In this passage 
also we have to observe that Christ is not himself called God ; he 
is placed beside the one God as Kvpio<;, as a subordinate being, 
corresponding to those beings of lower rank whom the heathens 
worshipped in addition to the beings they called gods, and who 
stood in a more familiar relation to men than the gods did. What 
does thia show with regard to the pre-existence of Christ ? If the 
distinction between the ^609 and Kvpu)<s be a clear and well-defined 
distinction, then it is very improbable that the apostle ascribed to 
Christ as fcupio<; the highest prerogative of deity, the creation of 
the world. If everything were created by him, then, of course, he 
would be not only Kvpio<: but 0€o<;, The Logos is Seo?, just because 
all things were made by him. The • only conclusion open to us in 
interpreting this passage is therefore that between the creation (ef 
avTov TOL iravTo) and the consummation {fjfieU cU airov), the apostle 
interpolates what is attributed to Christ, in the words koI 6*9 .. . 
Bt avTov, that is, the government and preservation of inanimate 
beings. Ta iravra will then be aU that is continually coming to 
pass throughout the course of time ; aU things that come to pass in 
whatever way come to pass through Christ ; and we also are what 
we are through him.^ 

This rendering of the iravra attributed to Christ is certainly 
quite consistent with his character as Kvpio<i ; yet if we reflect upon 
the sense in which the apostle uses the particle hia of Christ in 
other passages, we shall see that this rendering of Trdvra ascribes ^ 
too much to him. 2 Cor. v. 17, 18, he says that at the standpoint 
of the Christian consciousness all things are become new, Ta he 
iravra etc rov Geov rov KardSXa^avro^ r^fia^ iavrw Bca ^Irjaov 
Xptarov. Here also all things are of God, because God is always 
the ultimate causality from which all things proceed. But these 

1 Kostlin, op. eU. p. 309, 
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words are obviously inclusive of the ra irdvra hta 'Ifjaov Xpurrov. 
All that Christ has done for the redemption and salvation of men is 
regarded by the apostle as done by God throiigh Christ (Sia — Rom. 
i. 5, iii 24, 25, v. 2, 9, 10, 11, 18, etc.) This iravra Bca 'Irjaov 
XpuTTov is a part of the rairavra Ik row Qeov. Thus we see that 
the words 1 Cor. viii 6, cf ov ^a irdvra ical fifiel^ Be avrov, refer not 
only to the creation of the worid, but also to the work of redemp- 
tion in all its parts. Now is it not obvious that the words immedi- 
ately following these, Bt ov ra iravra km rj/jieU Bi avrovy do not 
cover more than the ra irdvra of 2 Cor. v. 18, and signify all 
things referring to the redemption and atonement wrought by God 
ova lrj<Tov Xpcarov. 

Another of the principal loci from which it is sought to show 
that the pre-existence of Christ occurs in Paul's writings is 1 Cor. 
X. 4. There may be a question, it is said, as to the exact sense in 
which Christ is called the spiritual rock which followed the Israel- 
ites in the wilderness; yet there can be no question, that he is 
represented as living, and in some way active at that time. I do 
not see that even this is necessarily implied in the passage. Christ 
is called a rrerpa irvevfiariKTi in that sense only in which it is said 
of the Israelites that they ro avro fip&fia TrvevfiarcKov €<f)arfov and 
ro avro irofia irvevfiariKov eirtov. Now the reason why the maima 
is called a spiritual food, and the water which sprang up in the 
wilderness a spiritual drink, is simply that they are invested with 
a symbolical reference to the Lord's Supper. Here as elsewhere 
that is called pneumatical which appears to be the higher spiritual 
sense of Scripture in the light of allegorical interpretation. And 
when the apostle calls Christ the irvevfiariKri irerpa, that simply 
means that he gave an allegorical meaning to the rock which 
followed the Israelites, and discovered in it a type of Christ We 
should at any rate require more evidence before we' could allow 
that this passage contains an assertion of Christ's pre-existence, 
and of his actual working in his pre-existent state. 

Nor is this pre-existence to be extracted from the passage 
2 Cor. viii. 9. Accurately interpreted that passage simply affirms 
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tjiat Christ was po6r (not became poor), although he was rich : i^. 
that he lived in poverty and low estate, though as the-redeemer he 
was rich enough to make us rich with the grace of the redemption 
which he brought us.^ It is true that spiritual riches are not a 
direct contradiction to outward poverty; but the point is just that 
we blight to have the same self-sacrificing spirit as Christ had, who 
was poor and lowly, though exalted so far above us in the riches of 
his grace, 

, Thus none of these passages is enough to prove that the apostle 
ascribed pre-existence to Christ, a divine glory antecedent to his 
human existence. None of the predicates which he applies to 
Christ refers to a previous existence : he calls him simply Kvpio^;, 
never ©eo?. Indeed it cannot be allowed that he could possibly 
have regarded him as God, He calls him a man, not meaning 
thereby that there was a human side of his nature ; he calls him 
man in a way which precludes us from thinking of a higher 
divine nature essentially belonging to him. Over against the one 
man through whom sin and death entered into the world, he is the 
€t9 avOpcanro^ 'Iriaoik X/>«rT09, in whom the grace of God has been 
extended to many, Eom. v. 15. As by a man came death, so by 
a man came the resurrection of the dead, 1 Cor. xv. 21. As Adam 
was the first man and earthy, so he is the second man, the Lord 
from heaven, verse 47, What does the apostle mean by such state- 
ments as these, but that Christ was essentially man, man like 
Adam, only man in a higher sense ? All that is left for us to ask 
is what that higher conception is which is to be connected with the 
person of Christ over and above that of human natura The apostle 
calls the higher principle of the person of Christ the spiritual, the 
heavenly, in him, and that not in the sense that a divine principle 
different from human nature had been added to that human nature 
from without ; the higher principle is the purer form of huinan 
nature itself. As the pneumatical man, as the Lord from heaven, 
Christ is, in a word, the archetypal man ; and this archetypal man 
does not exist merely in idea, he exhibits in a real form what man 

1 KiJstlin, p. 310. 
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is according to the principles of his nature. Adam is the earthly, 
psychical man, who has fallen under the power of sin and death, 
but Christ is the spiritual heavenly man, the man in whom the 
lower side of human nature has completely given place to 
the higher, the sinless man. That Christ was without sin 
(jiT) yvoifi; dfutpTiav, 2 Cor. v. 21) is an essential part of his 
character as distinguished from that of Adam. As sin began 
to manifest its power in Adam, so the principle of death also 
made its appearance in his person; Christ, on the other hand, 
as he is free from sin, is also free from death : not only was he 
not subject to the principle of death, he had within himself the 
opposite principle of life, the life-giving spirit Thus though 
Christ had a physical nature like all other men, he yet differed 
from them in this respect, that his aap^ was not affected by the 
principle of sin and death, and was only a ofiolcofm aapico^ dfutp- 
Tia<:, Som. viiL 3. This expression refers simply to the sinlessness 
of his human nature. As being firee from sin, he ought not to have 
died ; yet he was subject to the necessity of death, not on his own 
account, but in virtue of his office, in which he took upon himself 
the sins of men. But how could he die? Though descended 
Kara adp/ca from the fathers of his nation and from Adam, yet he 
had in himself no element of death ; the principle of his nature was 
the opposite of that of Adam's, was the life-giving spirit. The ex-* 
planation of this is, that though flesh, sin, and death are inter-de- 
pendent, and proceed the one out of the other, yet the a-ap^ cannot 
be conceived but as essentially mortal If the aap^ did not carry 
in itself the element of liability to death, it could not be considered 
that the death of Christ as one dying only in the ofiouofm aapKo<; 
dfrnpTca^ was a true and actual death. Yet though he died truly 
and actually, he died only in the flesh ; the life-giving spirit in 
him, the spiritual principle which constituted his true essence, could 
not be affected by death. How is it then that the apostle r^ards 
it as an act of God's omnipotence that Christ was not subdued by 
the death that had reigned since 'Adam, but rose again from the 
dead? Was this not a necessary consequence of his inmiortal. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Chap. VIIL] DISCUSSION OF CERTAIN QUESTIONS. 247 

spiritual, and heavenly nature? It cannot be asserted that his 
resurrection was only the resurrection of his body ; for the resur- 
rection is, in the apostle's view, the entrance into humanity of that 
principle of life which Christ procured for it, and by which the 
reign of death was broken. If Christ had not risen, this would not 
import merely that his body had not been revived, while the 
spiritual principle that was identical with his person still continued. 
It is only through his resurrection that he has become the irvev/ia 
^cooTToiovp in which irdvT€<; ^(ooiroLT^Or^aovTau How then can that 
be regarded as an operation of the divine onmipotence, and one 
extending only to Christ's body, which is simply the manifestation 
of his higher spiritual nature in its superiority to the mortality of 
the body ? Here we see the apostle involved in the inconsistency 
which attaches unavoidably to every attempt to hold at the same 
time to a theory carried out logically to its ultimate consequences, 
and to the miracles of supematuralism. The whole of Christianity 
depends in his estimation on the miracle of Christ's resurrection ; 
yet, at the same time, we see him deducing his view of what 
Christianity is essentially, as the communication of a new life- 
principle, or as the stage at which man becomes conscious of the 
infiniteness of his nature, from purely historical and logical con- 
siderations. While holding its supernatural origin, he yet 
demonstrates how it springs naturally from the opposition of the 
psychical and the pneumatical, of the earthly and the heavenly, 
or of Adam and Christ, that is of man on the lower, and on the 
higher side of his nature, as these opposites form the successive 
momenta of a process which is developed in accordance with an 
imlnanent principle- 
Christ is thus essentially man, the archetypal man in whom the 
higher principle of human nature appears. Did he begin to exist 
as such only when he was bom as a human individual in the per- 
son of Jesus of Nazaj^eth ? The first is not the pneumatical, as the 
apostle says, 1 Cor. xv. 46, but the psychical, and the pneumati- 
cal follows it; at the same time, however, both of these are 
momenta of, and are included in, a unity. That the pneumatical 
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comes after the psychical is true, of course, only of the development 
in time. The pnenmatical is not accounted for by indicating its 
origin in time. And if Christ represents in himself this higher 
principle of human nature, then this conception of what he is refers 
us back, beyond his merely individual existence, to the general 
out of which the individual proceeds. Thus we are not unprepared 
to find our apostle familiar with the idea of Christ's pre-existence. 
Besides the passages we have already discussed, Som. i. 4 has been 
interpreted in this way, and it has been thought that the irvevfia 
arfuoavvT)^ there spoken of is itself the element in which the higher 
pre-existent personality of Christ consists.^ Before this can be 
admitted, however, we must ask how these two things consist with 
one another : firstly, that Christ is, as the apostle declares, essen- 
tially man ; and secondly, that his personality is distinctively spirit : 
so that the spirit existed in. him, antecedently to his human exis- 
tence, in the form of a human personality. We are shut up to 
regard this as his conception when we remember how he calls 
Christ the spiritual, heavenly man, the Lord from heaven, 1 Cor. xv. 
47, the Lord of gbry, 1 Cor. ii 8, the spirit, 2 Cor. iii 17, and that 
not only in respect of his having been exalted and glorified through 
his resurrection, but without qualification, in respect of his whole 
being. Christ is, as the apostle says, 2 Cor. iii. 17, to irvevfia, the 
spirit itself; the substance of his being is spirit Now the apostle 
appears to have conceived the essence of spirit to be an immaterial 
light-substance ; in unfolding his conception of the spirit which 
the Lord is, he says that we all, who behold with unveiled face 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image, from one 
glory to another, as could not fail to be the case, since the Lord is 
the spirit. The essence of the spirit, and consequently the essence 
of Christ, is thus clearness, brilliancy, Bo^a ; it finds its analogy in 
the brilliant light of ^which the apostle speaks as shining from the 
face of Moses. In this spiritual brilliance of Christ the eternal 
luminojiis essence of God himself is reflected The apostle speaks, 
2 Cor. iv. 6, of God, the creator of light, shining into our hearts 

1 Zeller, on the wtvyM dyiaarvvris^ Kom. i. 4. Theol. Jahrb.. L 486 «g. 
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7rpo9 (fxoTtarfWV 7779 yvuxreax; t^9 Bo^^ tov Oeov ev Trpoarayrr^ 
^Irja-ov Xpiarov, to make clear the knowledge of the glorious light 
reflected from the face of Christ as it was once reflected from the 
face of Moses. Christ is himself the imc^e of God, and as the 
glory of God is reflected in him, so it is reflected again from him 
in the gospel {evcvyyeKiov t^9 So^9 rov Xpiarov), the knowledge 
of which produces a bright light in the man who receives it, 2 
Cor. iv. 4. Thus we see distinctly that Christ is related as he is 
to God just because he is essentially spirit; it belongs* to the 
spiritual light-nature of God to reflect itself in something outward, 
and thus, as Christ is to rrvevfia he is also icvpto^ •rij9 Sof»79, essen- 
tially spirit and light. And he is this not only in consequence of 
his exaltation, but essentially and originally. His exaltation 
brought about the full realization of what he was already, what 
had not been visible when he was crucified by the ap^ovT€<; rov 
Kocfiov. But though thus the Kvpio<; rrj^; 80^179, he is also essen- 
tially man, — the pneumatical, - heavenly man. The apostle thus 
appears to have conceived of Christ's pre-existent personality as 
the spiritual luminous figure of the archetypal man. And here a 
further question is suggested : what are the relations between this 
ideal first man and the historical first man, Adam ? On one side 
they are far asunder ; on another side they bear a relation to each 
other, which is analogous to the relation between God and Christ. 
The passage 1 Cor. xi. 3 may give us some insight into the apostle's 
peculiar ways of thinking here. It is said there that the head of 
the man is Christ, that the head of the woman is the man, that the 
head of Christ is God. The man is the cIkodv kcu Bo^a Oeov, the 
woman is the Bd^ci, the luminous reflex, of the man. From this 
point of view it seems that the first man can be nothing but the 
reflex and the likeness of the archetypal man, of Christ. There is 
however this mighty difference between the two, that the one is 
merely earthly and psychical, while the other is heavenly and 
spiritual. The apostle does not indicate further how this contrast 
arose; we may be certain, however, that he did not conceive that 
Adam existed first in a state of perfection, and came to be what 
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he was afterwards ; he says of him, speaking of his essential nature, 
that he was merely a y^v)(rj ^Sxret, 1 Cor. xv. 45. The apostle 
considers it according to the universal order of nature that the 
psychical should be dereloped first in humanity, and then the 
spiritual ; and if this was the case, then of course what Christ was 
ideally, as the archetypal man, could not be realized in humanity 
till after the period of the earthly, psychical man^ Not till then 
did God cause the archetypal man, the xvpto^ So^9> to enter into 
humanity as his Son, his own Son, GaL iv. 4, Bom. viiL 3, 32. 
He entered into humanity as one ep ofAoidfuiTi, aapsw dfiapria^, 
yevofievo^ he yw(UKo<:, — predicates which agree very well with the 
conception of the person of Christ which we have arrived at 
above. It has been said, and with great justice, that the stress 
here laid upon the circumstances that the Son of God had a human 
body and was bom of a woman, clearly shows the writer to have 
regarded his personality as not inseparable from a human body, as 
in the case of other men ; while it certainly shows at the same 
time that he considered Christ to have existed in such a body 
before his appearance in the world.* The apostle's view can 
scarcely have been any other than this, that Christ existed already 
subjectively for himself, and was invested with a ofMuofia aapxTx: 
dfjuifyria^, at the time when he appeared as a man, and in order 
that he might so appear. The view would thus be the same as 
that expressed in the second Epistle of Clemens Bomanus to the 
Corinthians, chap. viiL, with the simple words, 6 tcvpio^ &v fitsv to 
rrpSnov in/evfia, eyevero aap^. This view is strictly consistent 
with the monotheism of Judaism, and differs radically &o1n the 
Johannine view. The pre-existing subject is not the XtSyo^, Seo^, 
but the irvev/ia, Christ, who, as the Kvpio^ Sofiy?, is the *nv€Vfia, 
2 Cor. iii 17. Now though Christ appeared only in a ofAaloDfjM 
aapKo^ dfiaprid^, yet his appearance in the crap^ makes him 
really and perfectly a man. There is nothing to suggest a super- 
natural origin ; on the contrary, the apostle seems to exclude such 
an idea when he says that God sent his Son as one yepofiepov he 
^ TheoL Jahrb. 1842, p. 58. 
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yiwaiKo^;, Gal. iv. 4, or as one yevofievov lie avrepfuiTo^ Aa0lS 
Kara aapKo, Rom. L 3. How the apostle reconciled the sinlessness 
of Christ with his natural human generation we have no means of 
deciding. It is certainly unnecessary to assert that the two can- 
not possibly occur in one person ; this is an inference from the 
doctrine of original sin, a doctrine of a later age and with which 
Paul was unacquainted. With the apostle it is only through 
actual sin that the ora/>f becomes the seat of the dfiapruL 

Thus it is through his human birth that Christ enters into 
humanity as the Son of God, Over against the yepeaOcu he 
<nripfiaTo<; Aaffih leara adpiea, however, the apostle places the 
opiaOrjvac vtto Beov hf Bvvdfiei Kara 7rv€VfjLa dfyuoavvnf; ef avcurra- 
creoy; v€Kp&v. What this trvevfia dryuiXTVPrjf; denotes is a further 
and somewhat obscure point in the Pauline Christology. As 
being 7rv€vfia, it must, as we have already remarked, be that 
element in which the higher pre-existent personality of Christ 
consists. The peculiar expression, irvevfia drftaavvn^, with which 
the TTvevfia is further defined, can only be explained by an accurate 
examination of the passage Eom. i 3, 4, where it is used. The 
apostle is seeking to express the fulness of his faith in the Messi- 
anic dignity of Christ at the outset of his Epistle by summing up 
all the momenta that enter into that conception. Christ is the 
Messiah in virtue of his being the son of David : to the Judaeo- 
Christians at Eome, this was the first and principal criterion. But 
to the apostle a much more important criterion of his Messiah- 
ship is his resurrection from the dead. What Christ is physically 
as the son of David, he is spiritually through his resurrection ; this 
is the spiritual credentials of his Messianic dignity, for this first 
of all supplied an actual proof that the spirit which alone could 
make him the Messiah was actually resident in him. And this is 
the proper meaning of the irvevfxa dfyuoavvryi. Christians are 
ayu)^, because Christ himself is par excellerice the ayio^ ; and he 
is the a^io<; because he has in himself absolutely the 'nvev/ia, the 
"nvevfia ar/iov. The spirit is the principle in virtue of which 
Christ is the Messiah, it is the immanent principle of his Messianic 
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office ; and the apostle calls this spirit, which is essential to the 
Messiah, the irvevfia aryiaxrvmi^. As being bom of the seed of 
David he was the Messiah, the Son of Gk)d, according to the flesh ; 
but he has been attested to be the Son of God in a powerful man- 
ner (the apostle says ev hwdfieiy either to mark the resurrection 
as an act of the divine omnipotence, or to indicate that this alone 
was the true and real attestation of Christ's Messiahship), by the 
resurrection of the dead which took place in him in accordance 
with the Messianic spirit indwelling in him. The irvevfia dryut)' 
crvprj^ is thus simply the Messianic .spirit, and would not by itself 
be any proof of pre-existence. We have not, however, to regard 
it by itself, but in its connexion with the other momenta we have 
been discussing. The irvevfia aryuocvvT}^ presupposes .the irvevfuif 
in which Christ's personality is broadly said to consist 

We have thus three momenta in which the personality of Christ 
is defined : 1. Christ is essentially and substantially spirit, o Kvpio^ 
TO irv€vfia €<rnv, 2 Cor. iii 17, i.e. spirit absolutely, as God him- 
self is essentially spirit. This spiritual nature of Christ necessarily 
implies the idea of pre-existence. 2. In Christ's appearance in 
humanity, Tn/evfia, the essential element of his personality, assumes 
the form of the Messianic spirit ; it is the Trvevfia ar^itaavvry;, 3. 
The resurrection proves Christ to be the Son of God in the highest 
sense ; at this point the wevfia dyuaxrvvrf^ asserts itself in its full 
power and significance as the nrvevfjLa ^axyjroiovv, 1 Cor. xv. 45* 
What the irvevfrn cvyuDcrvvrf<; is for Christ's own person, the irvevfia 
^(ooTToiovv is for humanity ; it is the life-principle that works in 
humanity, makes an end of sin and death, and -raises the mortal 
crap^ to the glorious image of the heavenly man. All that he is as 
TO irvevfia, as the Kvpio^ rrj^ &>^?> the icupio^ e^ ovpavov, the euetov 
rov Beov, the wvevfuiTCKo^ eirovpavio^ av0panro<:, as the archetypal 
man in whom the. image of God resides and is displayed, all this is 
introduced into humanity by his coming in the ofAouofia aapKo^ 
dfutpTia^, to kill and to destroy the aap^. And all this that 
he is, is accomplished and realized in humanity when the whole of 
humanity is formed after his image. For those who become the 
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cliildreii of God through the spirit of God or the spirit of Christ, 
them God irpowpicre avfifiop^ov^; rfj^ eiKovo^ rov vlov avrbv; €W 
TO etvat avTov irptoronroKov ev iroXKol^ dS€X<l>oh, Eom. viii. 29. It 
is an essential thought of the Pauline Christology that Christ is the 
image of God. This image of God, which he wears in his spiritual 
light-nature, prefigures the unity of God and man. Christ is essen- 
tially man ; but as the archetypal, spiritual, heavenly man, he is also 
the God-man, or the Son of God, the tBio^ vm Oeov. But the 
apostle never calls him simply God. This characteristic of the 
Pauline Christology shows us how strictly Jewish its conceptions 
are. The apostle has nowhere ignored the barrier which separates 
the Son of God from God, on the contrary, he holds fast to the 
position that Christ is essentially and substantially man. He is 
at the same time to Tri/eS/xa, the spiritual man untainted by sin. 
Thus he is the ideal and archetypal man, and in this sense the 
Kvpu)^ T^9 Bd^';} 

4. The doctrine of angels and demons. 

In the Epistles of which we take account in this inquiry, the 
apostle speaks very little of angels, and where he does speak of 
them it is not with any dogmatic intention, but only by way of 
illustration, and proverbially: Eom. viii, 38, 1 Cor. vi 3, iv. 9, xiii 
.1 ; Gal i. 8, iv. 14 sq. We notice especially that he does not even 
mention the relation of the angels to Christ, as is the case in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, where the higher dignity of Christ is 
defined by his relation to the angels. This lay outside of the 
apostle's sphere of vision; Christ, though he be the Kvpco^ rfj^ 
So^'i, is yet with him too essentially a man to be thought of in 
such relations. The apostle's ideas about the angels are altogether 
vague ; to him they are certain superior superhuman beings stand- 
ing between God and the world of human life. He even assumes, 
in accordance with the later and especially Alexandrine tradition, 
that the law was given through the angels ; but this merely proved 
tp him that the Mosaic legislation was of a subordinate character. 

^ The Torlesungen liber neatest. Theologie, pp. 186-195, agree in the main 
with the above discussion. 
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It would hardly be worth while to make special mention of the 
apostle's angelology were it not for one passage in his Epistles, from 
which it might appear that he laid greater stress upon this doctrine 
than his other expressions on the subject would lead us to expect 
I mean the passage 1 Cor. xi 10. Here the apostle is admonish- 
ing the Corinthian women not to let themselves be seen with 
uncovered head, and for this he gives a reason : For this cause 
ought the woman to have a sign of the power (not of the power 
which she has, but of the power which her husband has over her ; 
this is unquestionably the meaning of e^va-ia) upon her head, 
because of the angels. Women are thus to wear a veil because of 
the angels ; but why, what is the connexion between the one thing 
and the other ? Different explanations have been advanced, but 
they are all alike unsatisfactory. An attentive consideration of 
the contents and connexion of the passage can lead us to but one 
conclusion : that as the words Sta tov? 0776^01/9 cannot possibly 
have arisen out of anything in the apostle's own religious conscious* 
ness, they cannot be considered to be part of the original text. 
Observe how unconnected these words are here, and how they 
destroy the sense. The apostle's main proposition is this: the 
woman must wear a veil as a sign of her subjection to the man, 
for she is, as the apostle explains, e^ avBpo^ and Sia rov avBpa. 
Therefore o^e/Xe^ 17 yvvfi e^ovclav e^ew. It is clear that Sia 
rovTo refers to what goes before ; so far the argument is clear. 
But how is it interrupted and confused if Bui rov^ 0776X0^9 be 
added, as if a parallel to Bta tovto ? The reason given before was 
quite sufficient; there is no place for this new and foreign reason, 
a thing to which not the slightest reference is made either in what 
precedes or in what follows. Our apostle is not such a writer as 
could destroy the logic of his argument with such an awkward 
interpolation. The sense most probably to be attributed to these 
detached and isolated words suggests to us that they were originally 
a gloss on the text. An early Christian, such a one as was much 
occupied with Jewish representations, might imagine, what the 
apostle Paul himself could never imagine, that the veiling of 
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women was advisable as a precaution against what had once hap- 
pened to the angels before, Gen, vi. 1. Or he may have thought 
that the custom of women's wearing veils had been instituted as a 
memento of that occurrence, and for a standing admonition. The 
words Bia tov9 0776^01/9 were added as a gloss to indicate this view, 
and were then taken up into the text without regard to their effect 
on the sense. The view we have indicated was actually current 
during the early centuries ; we find it actually applied to impress 
upon women that their head-dress should be such as to give no 
occasion for unchaste desires. This appears most clearly from a 
passage in the Testament of the twelve patriarchs, in the Testament 
of Bubens, chap v. : irpooTdaraere ral^ yiwai^lv vfi&v lecu Tah 
Ovyarpdaiv, cva fJi/q Kocfi&vrai ra^ K€<l>a\a^ koI ra^ oylrei<f axn&ir 
otfTfo yap eOeX^av rov^ eypr/yopovf; (the angels as guardian spirits) 
irpo Tov KaraKKwTfLov} A Christian who was acquainted with 
these views would very naturally be led to think of them in con- 
nexion with this passage. To dispense with the veil he would 
think was to hold out one of the most dangerous of all temp- 
tations. Both of these considerations, then, the isolated position 
of the words, and the probability of their having originated in 
a gloss, make us hesitate to ascribe such a view to the apostle. He 
may have held a view like this, but never as a thing of such 
importance. 

With regard to demons, the point we have to consider is how 
the apostle conceived them to be related to the heathen deities. 
The question arises in two passages : 1 Cor. viii 4-6, and x. 19-21. 

^ Cf. TertnUiao, De Velandis Virg., 0. 7 : Si propter angelos scilicet qoos 
legimus a Deo et coelo excidisse ob concupiscentiam feminarum, quia praesumere 
potest, tales angelos maculata jam corpora et humanae libidinis reliquia deside^ 
rasse, ut non ad virgines potius exarserint qaarum flos etiam hiunanam libidinem 
excasat. Debet ergo adumbrari facies tain periculosa, quae etiam ad coelum 
scandala jaculata est, nt cum Deo adsistens, cui rea est angelorom extermina- 
torum, caeteris quoqne angelis erubesoat, et malam illam aliquando libertatem 
capitis sui comprimat, jam nee hominum oculis ofiferendam. G. 17: Nobis 
dominos etiam revelationibus velaminis spatia metatus est. Nam cuidam sorori 
nostri angelus in sonmis cervices, quasi applanderet verberans, elegantes, inquit 
cervices, et merito nudae. Bonnm est usque ad lumbos a capite veleris, ne et 
tibi ista cervicum libertas non prosit. 
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The first passage has greatly perplexed the interpreters. Biickert 
thinks it most likely that the apostle does not admit with r^ard 
to the idols of the heathen that they are truly gods, but does admit 
that there are many other beings of higher than human nature, and 
that these possess a certain power over men and over the inanimate 
world, in virtue of which power they may be called /cvptoi, and even 
^604, though destitute of any proper title to be wotshipped by men 
as Oeoi The apostle, Biickert thinks, actually assumed the exist- 
ence of such beings as angels and demons. But he does not speak 
of angels and demons; he speaks of deol and tevpioi. And he 
denies that they have any objective existence — as the argument 
and the idea of the passage distinctly prove. His immediate 
object is to represent the eating of meat offered to idols as a thing 
entirely indififerent. There are no idols, he says ; an et&oXoi^ is 
a thing that has no reality in the world. Such gods as those of 
the heathens do not exist at all; there is only one God. For 
though there be so-called gods in heaven and on earth, as people 
talk of gods in the plural and believe in them, as in this sense 
there are many gods and many lords, yet for us, to our religious 
consciousness as Christians, there is only one God and only one 
Lord. There can be nothing clearer than that the apostle makes 
the existence of the heathen gods a matter of mere Xeyea-ffai; 
allows their existence only in so far as they are represented and 
spoken of after the manner of polytheism as gods really existing. 
They are Oeol and tcupiot not really, but only to the imagination. 
.We have to remark, however^ on the other hand, that the reality 
and objective existence of the heathen gods is denied only in so far 
as it is claimed for them that they are Oeol and Kvpioi,, gods pro- 
perly so called. This does not exclude the supposition that these 
beings who have no real existence as gods do yet exist actually and 
objectively not as gods but as demons. This is the apostle's posi- 
tion in the second passage. Here he takes up the other side of the 
question. His former assertion that an ethoiXov is nothing, and 
that therefore neither is an elBcolXoOvrop any true elBcclXdffirroy (for 
nothing can be offered to an idol which has no existence), is not 
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recalled but modified and supplemented by a further statement. 
This is, that what the heathens offer they offer to demons and not 
to God, and that one cannot therefore partake in the heathen sacri- 
ficial feasts without coming into communion with demons. For it 
is from the nature of the case impossible — it is a contradiction — to 
drink the cup of the Lord and at the same time the cup of demons ; 
to partake of the Lord's table and at the same time of the table of 
demons ; to practise religious rites which connect us with beings of 
entirely opposite natures. Thus the apostle appears to have held 
the view which afterwards became so general, that heathenism was 
the empire of demons, and essentially demoniacal With the 
apostle, however, the view has two sides : on the one side heathen- 
ism is demoniacal, on the other it does not deal with realities at 
all, it is a mere matter of imagination.^ But the one element of 
heathenism cannot be separated from the other. The apostle 
regards the relation of heathenism to Christianity as one of absolute 
contradiction, not only in the subjective sense that one who has 

^ What Neander says (Planting and Traming, i. 243 and 511) on the two pad- 
sages under discussion is in part indefinite, and in part manifestly erroneous. 
In the passage viii. 5 he thinks the apostle is merely contrasting two different 
subjective standpoints, and that there is nothing said of the relations these bear 
to the objective. What is spoken of here, however, is not two subjective stand- 
points, but the subjective nature of polytheism, whose gods are merely imagined 
gods, and the objective nature of Christian monotheism. On the passage x. 20 
Neander says, ** verse 20 is to be interpreted in the light of the preceding verse. If 
we admitted that Paal described the heathen deities as evQ spirits, then we should 
need to suppose that he wished to goard against that misunderstanding to which 
the previous comparison might have given rise, that he really acknowledged their 
divinities to be divine. But this is inconceivable. On the other hand, his words 
might be understood in such a way as if he considered these divinities to be real 
beings (though evil spirits), and hence ascribed objective importance to what was 
offered to them. To correct this mistake he says now, that he is speaking only 
of what the heathens believed subjectively from their own standpoint, which 
was the opposite of the Christian, that those beings to whom they sacrificed Were 
daifwvia in the Hellenic sense of the term." How misty, how mistaken ! What 
business have the bcuiiSvia in the Hellenic sense here ? The apostle means demons 
in the ordinary Jewish sense, and he says clearly enough that he holds them to be 
the beings to whom the heathens sacrifice. The matter becomes intelligible at once 
when we admit the light of the apostle's simple distinction. He denied the 
existence of the heathen gods as gods or idols {ttbaiKop is a supposititious god) : he 
had room, however, for the assumption that they were evil spirits. 
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become a Christian cannot be a heathen at the same time, bnt 
objectiyely. The two are telated to each other as the false 
religion and the true. For what fellowship has righteousness with 
unrighteousness, or light with darkness, and what concord has 
Christ with Belial, etc. ? 2 Cor. vL 14. 

5. The doctrine of the divine predestination. 

With the apostle everjrthing runs up into the absolute idea of 
God ; this is his favourite point of view for every subject he may 
be considering. And thus he deduces the salvation of man, from 
its first beginning to its final accomplishment, from a decree passed 
by God on the case of each individual. We know, he says. Bom. 
viii 28, that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to those who are called in accordance with a decree which 
he has passed. For those whom he foreknew (fixed in his con- 
sciousness as objects of knowledge), them he also predestinated 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
first-bom among many brethren; and those whom he predes- 
tinated, them he also called ; and whom he called, them he also 
justified ; and whom he justified, them he also glorified. Here the 
apostle makes it as clear as possible, that in the first beginning, 
which he places in the divine decree, the whole series of the sub- 
sequent stages was contained, which proceed by necessary sequence 
one out of the other. The first stage, the being foreknown, implies 
the last, the being glorified into the image of Christ, as its natural 
and necessary consequence. So soon as the divine decree has been 
arrived at, the process, the objective realization of the idea, moves 
forward by logical necessity. The subjective element in the 
realization is not, however, excluded, for as it was said before, it is 
only those who love Gk)d who can be the objects of his decree. In 
the ninth chapter of the Epistle to the Eomans, on the other hand, 
we seem to find the idea of an absolute predestination. Here, 
however, everything depends, as we have already indicated, on a 
proper apprehension of the position which this chapter and the 
doctrine it contains occupy in regard to the whole system. The 
apostle is dealing with the different aspects in which the relation 
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of Israel to the kingdom of God, or the benefits of Christianity, is 
to be regarded. He goes back to the absolute will of God, and 
argues that no one can derive from his outward position any right 
to make definite claims on God, since in such things as depend on 
the absolute will of God there can be no such thing as injustice 
towards one party or another. This standpoint, where we are referred 
to the absolute will of God, is of course liable to be compared with 
another where the man complaining of injustice at God's hands is 
reminded of his own sins voluntarily committed. The apostle, 
however, makes no attempt to reconcile these two positions. 
Neither here nor anywhere else does he fed called upon to deal 
with speculative extremes. And in whatever way the question 
between freedom and predestination be adjusted in speculation, the 
two positions, that of absolute dependence and that of moral self- 
determination are both involved and rooted in the immediate Chris- 
tian self-consciousness. Thus all that is hard, repellent, and one- 
sided in the argument of Eom. ix., is to be regarded merely as the 
extreme logical consequence of one of two positions. It is true, 
we must admit, but then there is the truth of the opposite position, 
which the apostle himself takes up afterwards, to be placed over 
against it In making the practical application of his main pro- 
position, verse 30, as he had developed it, verses 6-29, the apostle 
turns from the objective view of the matter to the subjective. The 
will of Gk)d being an absolute will, it is necessary to recognise it 
as such, and to remember our absolute dependence upon God. As 
the absolute wUl of God is not determined by anything human, so 
men's guilt is great if they refuse to recognise this dependence. 
With regard to the promises of God, the question is not whether a 
man belongs externally, to the people of God, but whether he is 
himself elect of God, verses 6-9. It is of God's free choice to prefer 
one and to reject another, verses 10-13. Nor is this arbitrary choice 
to be regarded as an injustice on God's part, for man has no right 
to reclaim against him, the Lord of his fate, verses 14-21. And 
man is the less entitled to dispute God's absolute right of 
disposal when he considers that in those who are devoted to 
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destruction, God's longsuffering and retributive justice and omni- 
potence are manifested, and in the others the fidness of his grace, 
since he has called us as vessels of mercy from among both Jews 
and Gentiles, verses 22-29. The conclusion that is reached through 
all these considerations is that it does not depend on a man's will- 
ing and running ; that the heathen obtained what they were not 
seeking, and the Jews did not obtain what they were seeking, 
namely, righteousness. And the reason of this was that righteous- 
ness is not to be obtained by seeking it through the law and the 
works of the law, but by faith alone. Thus the Jews brought their 
fate upon themselves ; they did not obtain righteousness because 
they attached value to their own righteousness and did not submit 
themselves to the way of the divine appointment, through which 
righteousness may be obtained. For with Christ the life that is 
under the law has an end, and righteousness may now be obtained 
through faith by aU, both Jews and Gentiles. Salvation is only 
to be had through faith. Though Moses teaches a righteousness 
that is to be achieved in the way of the law, yet it cannot be 
obtained, nor the salvation that proceeds &om it, save by doing aU 
that the law ^contains. But the righteousness that comes from 
faith is so near every man that he need not go far to seek it, either 
to heaven, as if Christ had to be brought down from above, or 
to the depths, as if he had to be brought up from the dead. It is 
offered freely and at once, and has only to be laid, hold of. There 
can be no excuse for the want of a faith like this. 

It is obvious that as in chapter ix. the apostle seems to argue for 
absolute predestination, so in chapter x. he takes up the opposite 
position. Here the cause of the rejection of Israel is found not in 
the wiU of God, but in their own wilful unbelief. This is no solu- 
tion of the problem of predestination ; the one position is simply 
set over against the other. In chapter xi, however, the apostle 
approaches the same question in a different way. From the sub- 
jective side be recurs again to the objective. Israel is undoubtedly 
the chosen people of God, the subject of his promises. And what 
God has promised must be fulfilled. God cannot have rejected 
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the people whom he foreknew (irpoeyvoD, xi 2, in the same sense as 
viii 29). What then of the unbelief *of the people ? how can God's 
decree be accomplished in spite of their unbelief? To bring out 
this point the apostle enters on a teleological view of the world, 
from which it appears that everything must be subjected sooner or 
later to the absolute idea of God. The decree of the election 
of Israel is accomplished in the following momenta: — 1. God 
has not cast away his people, since a part at least of them is 
accepted in virtue of his gracious choice, though the rest are 
hardened, xi 1-^10. 2. This hardening is certainly in contradic- 
tion with God's decree, yet it is not without its uses ; it is not 
meant to lead to the final exclusion of the Jews, but only to pro- 
vide an opportunity for the conversion of the Gentiles; 3. The 
hardening is only for a time, and will issue at last in the general 
conversion of IsraeL This last point is reached by way of deduc- 
tion from the other two. If the fall of them be the riches of the 
world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles, how 
inuch more will their general entrance into the Messianic king- 
dom and blessedness bring about a great era of salvation ? For if the 
casting away of them be the reconciling of the world (of the Gentiles 
with God), what can the receiving of them be but the quickening of 
the dead, the last great catastrophe which we look for at the resurrec- 
tion of the dead at the end of the world ? If then the hardening of 
Israel be so fiill of blessing even for the heathen, it cannot but 
have blessed consequences for Israel also. The final and imiversal 
conversion of the Jews may also be inferred from the beginning 
which has already been made. For if the first fruit be holy, ttie 
lump is also holy, and if the root be holy, so are the branchea 
The hardening of a part of the Jews, then, can only last tiU all the 
heathens have entefred in, and then all Israel will be saved. The 
apostle grounds this hope and confidence on the original election of 
Israel attested by the divine promises. For if in regard to the 
gospel they be hated of God for the sake of the Gentiles (inasmuch 
as the Gentiles believe — as it is God's will that the Gentiles should 
obtain salvation — through the unbelief of the Jews), yet as regards 
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the election they are beloved of God for the fathers' sake. For 
God cannot revoke his gifts and calling. As the Gentiles were 
once disobedient to (Jod, but have now, through the disobedience of 
the Jews, become the objects of GU)d's mercy, so have the Jews in 
their turn become disobedient, that in consequence of the mercy 
shown to the Gentiles they also might obtain mercy. For God 
has concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon 
all. And here the apostle sees the depth of the,riches of the wis- 
dom and the knowledge of God ; the unsearchableness'^of his judg- 
ments ; the mystery and hiddenness of his ways ; the absolute 
dependence of all on God, since from Him all things proceed, 
through Him all things come to pass, and to Him all things tend. 

The apostle's main idea is the universality of the grace of God ; 
no man can be excluded from it, it must extend at last to all, both 
Jews and Gentiles, in order to achieve the end it has in view. 
Grace being absolute, and it being impossible that what God has 
promised should remain unfulfilled, the apostle infers that the 
ends of grace must be realized universally. This universalism of 
grace, however, contains a decidedly particularist element Grace 
may be universal in its operation, yet the peculiar object of the 
divine decree of the bestowal of grace and salvation (the TrpoOetrt^ 
Kar €/c\oyfip Bom. ix. 11, the eKKoyri xi. 28, exXoy^ j^dpiro^, 
xi. 5) are the Jews as descendants of the patriarchs to whom God 
gave his promises. God's decree is therefore particular, inasmuch 
as it applies only to the Jews and not to the Gentiles. And it 
is also an absolute decree, for the election of the Jews precludes 
the possibility of their being cast away ; it cannot be thought that 
the promise God has given to the Jews can remain imfulfilled. 
Now, how does it agree with this particularism and this absolute- 
ness that the Gentiles have been brought into the kingdom of 
God, and that by far the greater part of the Jews is excluded from 
it ? It is inconceivable except in this way, that each of these two 
events, the reception of the Gentiles and the exclusion of the 
Jews, is considered as itself constituting a momentum in the 
realization of the divine decree. The apostle does so regard the 
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reception of the Gentiles when he asserts that the Gentiles have 
been received only for the Jews' sake. The Jews have stumbled, 
he says, xi. 11, not to fall for ever; but rather through their f9.ll 
salvation has come to the Gentiles, to provoke the Jews to 
emulation. Through their unbelief the Jews have been broken 
off as branches from the olive tree, and the Gentiles stand by 
faith as branches on the tree, verse 20. But blindness happened to 
a part of Israel, till the fulness of the Gentiles should have come 
in to the kiugdom of God, verse. 25. For the fact that the Jews did 
not receive the Gospel the apostle has ^no explanation but this : 
that what was wanting on the side of the Jews for the accomplish- 
ment of the divine decree was to take place on the other side, 
that of the Gentiles. The Jews did not submit themselves to the 
divine ordinance of justification by faith; and so, as justification 
could only be by faith, it had to be received by the Gentiles. 
Thus the unbelief of the Jews has provided, as it were, an oppor- 
tunity for the Gentiles to obtain a part of that salvation, to which 
they had no claim in virtue of any election. They take part in 
it because in justification by faith God has opened up a way in 
which it is possible for them also to obtain it. But the position 
which they occupy in thus partaking of the gospel is in reality 
merely that of substitutes for the Jews. They receive the gospel 
in virtue of that election of which the Jews were the objects 
originally ; they, the branches of a wild olive tree, are grafted into 
the good olive tree. Here the particularism of the election appears 
in a veiy strong light. Particularism is to lead to universalism at 
last, but the idea of the particular decree is not departed from. 
Now if the divine mercy has been extended to the Gtentiles in 
this way, it is impossible that the Jews, on the basis of whose 
election the Gentiles have obtained mercy, should continue to be 
excluded from that mercy themselves, verse- 31. Their blindness 
cannot shut out mercy from them for ever ; their election cannot 
remain for ever unfulfilled. And though they be at present in a 
state of blindness, unbelief, and disobedience, that merely shows 
that theix unbelief is a stage upon the road to the divine mercy^ 
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For it is God's intention to carry out his decree of grace through 
disobedience and not otherwise. He has concluded all in dis- 
obedience, in order to have mercy upon all, says the apostle. Thus 
he does not hesitate to ascribe this disobedience not merely 
to a permission, but to an ordinance, of God ; he regards the dis^ 
obedience as a momentum through which the mercy is mediated, 
and which disappears in mercy as the end and consummation 
which it subserves and ushers in. 

What grace is in the absolute conception of it must of necessity 
be realized, and as grace would not be absolute if it were not 
universal, it requires the universal mercy of God for its realiza- 
tion. Now how is this absoluteness and universality of grace, 
this objective character of grace, to be reconciled with freedom on 
the part of man ? The apostle's whole doctrine of faith shows how 
important the subjective element is to him, and even in the dis- 
cussion of chapter xi everything turns on faith and unbelief, 
obedience and disobedience. But what importance can be 
ascribed to the subjective element of faith, if it be the case that 
grace is so absolute that it necessarily overcomes sooner or later 
every possible opposition, and gathers in all things to the embrace 
of universal mercy ? All that we can say on this point is that the 
apostle does not by any means slur over the subjective side in 
favour of the objective ; that he lets the two stand side by side 
without showing how they harmonize. On the one hand, all that 
grace must be in order to be absolute is to be developed and to 
become actual; and on the other hand, there is to be no com- 
promise of the self-determination of the subject, the free and. 
voluntary exercise of faith. How these two can be reconciled the 
apostle has nowhere shown. He is indeed thoroughly familiar with 
all the processes of subjective consciousness, and has the faculty of 
illuminating its inmost recesses ; yet his interest is engrossed still 
more in the objective development which is determined by the 
absolute idea of (Jod. Heathenism, Judaism, and Christianity, are 
to him great historical opposites, general forms of religious develops 
ment ; he regards not the individuals, but the masses, and in the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Chap. VHI] DISCUSSION OF GEItTAIN QUESTIONS. 265 

light of his well-assured Christian consciousness all the questions 
and riddles of the world find their solution in this one conception t 
that all things are to be subordinated at last to the absolute idea 
of Christianity, to be penetrated by it and received up into its 
unity. He takes a broad majestic sweep through the whole course 
of historical development, and traces it from stage to stage ; but 
his Christian consciousness hurries him forward so fast towards 
the final issue that he passes over many considerations which must 
be essential momenta of the process, and which had a claim to be 
considered. Grace is glorified at last, issuing forth as universal 
mercy, but who are the objects of this mercy? The apostle says 
indeed that God has mercy upon all as he has concluded all in 
unbelief; but who are the iravres; on whom he takes mercy? are 
they the same individuals as were shut up to unbelief? are those 
who hf XpujT^ ^axnroifjOria'ojn'ai the same individuals who died in 
Adam? — for the necessary condition of X^oTrotelaOai is elvcu, en 
XpcoT^. The resurrection, the last world-catastrophe^ is to be the 
general tModicee, but only for those who as Christians have been 
changed or have risen from the dead. Sin and grace, reprobation 
and mercy, are demonstrated on their objective side, but not on 
the subjective. The two should have been interwoven, but the 
one is merely placed after the other. There is a gap here in the 
apostle's system, which none of the materials in our hands enable 
us to supply. 

6. The heavenly habitation, 2 Cor. v. 1 sq. 

The view contained in this passage is noticed here merely 
because the apostle's meaning in it has frequently been misunder-^ 
stood, and a belief attributed to him which he was far fromi 
holding. 

For us, the apostle says, iv. 1 6-1 8, who look not to the things that 
are seen, but to the things which are not seen (for the things that are 
seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are etemal)^ 
there is ah infinitely exalted glory. We shall take part in it, the death 
of the body is the porch to it For we know that if this earthly house 
of our body were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not? 
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made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For as long as we are in 
this body we groan, yearning to be clothed upon with our heavenly 
habitation. What follows, elye KcCi eifSva-dfiei/oi, etc. (read thus : 
not 6/eSt;<r.),can only be taken as an explanation of eirevhvaaaOai. We 
shall not be without the covering of a body, for of course as soon 
as we are clothed upon in the way we expect we shall not be 
naked, not without a body to cover ua This is merely a repeti- 
tion of errepSvo'aa-Oa^y and is to say that in this €vhv<raa6<u that 
which was most repugnant to the feeling acquired by the Christians 
&om Judaism does not take place, namely, yvfivol evpeOrjvai^ And 
it is added that our longing in the present body is not to be under- 
stood to mean that we have any desire to be naked and without a 
body altogether. Being in the body we do indeed groan under the 
burden, but it is not to be concluded fix)m this that we desire to 
be unclothed ; we wish to be clothed upon, that mortality might be 
swallowed up of life. The apostle's utterances here amount to 
neither more nor less than the idea of the resurrection expressed 
in 1 Cor. xv. 53. In this passage it appears as a wish arising out 
of the pressure of the present body, and which the apostle takes 
care shall not be misunderstood. If man is not to be naked and 
without a body in the future, if he is to have another body con- 
sisting of better materials, then the future body must in one way 
or another be identical with the present one, must be built up on 
the same basis, and the change that is to take place must con- 
sist in being clothed upon. Thus the substance of the man's 
personality remains, even in its. bodily features; what of it is 
earthly falls off from him, and it is thus transfigured and becomes 
heavenly. The man has even now an inward occult supersensuous 
ground- work for a bodily existence different from the present one, 
and that which he is essentially even in the present life emerges 
at his death into reality. This then is what is meant by the 
o^KoSofjurf €K Geov, the oIkui dxctpoirolrfTO^, the ohctirriptov €| 
oipavov. These phrases have been wrongly thought to indicate a 
heavenly body which true Christians were to receive immediately 
after death, and which was to be united at the resurrection with 
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that which rose out of the physical body. It is said that the 
connexion of verse 2 with verse 1 requires that the olKffTrjpiov should 
be the same as the o2/co8o/i^, that each of these is opposed to the 
eirlfy€io<i otKia, and must therefore signify a body, and that there- 
fore verses 1 and 2 must both refer to a body which true Christians 
are to have at once at their death. Now, it is said, such a body 
can be no other than a heavenly body, quite different fix)m the one 
we have, but to be united with it at the time of the resurrection. 
This curious imagination is quite inconsistent with the argument 
of our passage. The apostle is seeking to lift up his readers to the 
surpassing glory of the world to come, and he would not have 
served his object by speaking of an intermediate body. It is 
certainly true that this new body is represented as coming 
immediately after death. But this diflBculty, as it is held to be, is 
not removed by supposing that the apostle hoped to receive the 
new body without the painful process of the soul's departure from 
her old tenement. It is said that what he desired was a painless 
change of his mortal body into an immortal, that to represent this 
change he passed from his former analogy of a house to the more 
convenient one of a garment, as if the new garment were put on 
over the old one, and the old one only then put off, or destroyed 
without pain, by the overpowering energy of the new one. This, 
however, is a mere expedient )of interpretation, and is sufl&ciently 
disposed of by the fact that the apostle is not speaking only of 
himself, but of Christians generally. And supposing that the 
apostle overleaps here the middle stage between death and the 
resurrection, why should that be thought remarkable ? Of course 
if the resurrection be conceived in the Jewish form, as the issue of 
a body from the grave, then there is a reason to inquire about a 
middle state. But the apostle does not entertain any such con- 
ception. In this passage he is not speaking of the resurrection at 
all, and what he says at 1 Cor. xv. 52 is that the dead will be 
raised a/^Oafnoi^ Now if they are raised a(f>0apToi,t what part of 
the resurrection-body can come up out of the grave, for the grave 
contains nothing but the corruptible ? In the apostle's view the 
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resurrection-body does not come out of the grave, but is a building 
of God, a house not made by men's hands, an eternal, heavenly 
habitation, following the earthly in accordance with the divine 
order which appoints the mortal and corruptible to be changed into 
the immortal and incorruptible. And if these two sides of the 
existence of man be of such a nature that they are intunately and 
immediately connected with each other, then neither can they be 
separated and held apart from each other in tima The Christian 
consciousness forbids us to think of a middle state as a stage of 
existence by itself; for that consciousness is so well assured (the 
exofJiep, verse 1, indicates this) that to it the mortal includes the 
immortal, and the incorruptible is present even in the corruptible. 
The corruptible is under the necessity of putting on the incor-^ 
ruptible, the mortal of being swallowed up of life. The apostle 
therefore adds, verse 5, we may with perfect confidence look forward 
to this state in which our earthly body will be transfigured, into 
the heavenly, and our mortal nature into the immortal, and 
penetrated with the principle of life ; for it is God who is to bring 
us to that state ; the whole constitution which he, its creator, has 
given to our nature points to it, and the spirit that is given to us« 
which we have within us as the earnest of our destination in the 
future, vouches for it. The imaginations of Judaism were not 
without their part in the apostle's Christian faith ; yet, as we see, 
his rational consciousness was able to assert itself against them. ^ 
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NINTH CHAPTER 

ON CERTAIN FEATURES OF THE APOSTLE*S CHARACTER. 

We do riot aim at a complete description of the apostle's 
character. Many data are wanting, without which it is not 
possible to make him stand before us as he was. "What we pro- 
pose is merely to take up a few noteworthy traits which appear 
prominently in his writings. And it is quite proper that this 
should follow at once on our discussion of the doctrine, for the 
apostle's doctrine is the immediate reflection of his spiritual 
individuality. 

That the apostle was converted from Judaism to Christianity, 
that he was transformed suddenly and decidedly from a bitter 
persecutor of Christ's followers to a faithful and devoted disciple 
of Christ, this great fact gives us a deeper insight into his spiritual 
organization than anything else we know of him. This was 
a step from one of two extreme opposites to the other, so that we 
see here a spirit involved in a great struggle, in the throes of ^ 
travail which cajinot be accomplished save with labour and con- 
flict and high spiritual energy. And if the two alternatives, than 
which he saw no other, and each of which displayed itself to him 
in all its significance and gravity, were great and very contrary 
alternatives, then this reveals to us one great feature of his character, 
that he could never stop half-way, but followed up the one line as 
much as the other to its last conclusions. Thus, if he was to 
persecute Christianity, it was a war of extermination that he waged 
against it, GaJL i. 13. Here we have a very determined nature, for 
which the consequences of the idea it has formed have all the power 
of necessity, which throws itseK into everything that it takes up 
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with its whole energy, which is what it is entirely and absolutely. 
As a Christian, Paul would know nothing but Christ, and lived and 
moved entirely in him ; just so he had formeriy been with his 
whole soul a Jew, and the most zealous of all champions for the 
religion received by tradition from the fathers. Ilpoeicoirrov, he 
says, Gal. i 14, in describing his former avaarpojyq ev rm 'lov- 
hauTfi^i xnrkp iroXKoit^ cxrvTikiKuorm €u r^ 7€Wi fiov irepKraorepco^ 
fiyXcSriT? vTrapj(<av r&v irarpi^Kwv fiov irapaBoaecetv. But the more 
consistently and eneigetically a tendency is worked out which is 
essentially one-sided and narrow, the more certain is it to suffer 
shipwreck on its own narrowness ; it crumbles down by its own 
• inward action, is overcome by the awaking consciousness of its own 
finitude, and thus necessarily imdeigoes a revulsion to the directly 
contrary tendency. It seems to be the thing itself which runs 
this course, and the subject in whom this takes place appears to 
be determined by something objective and external to himself, 
although the process is in reality his own spiritual act And the 
vividness of the man's consciousness of this objective power 
determining him is a standard by which we may measure the 
depth of his nature as it withdraws into itself and works for itself 
through the universal process of spiritual life. It is this manifestly 
objective character that shows the apostle's act to have been a 
really great and wonderful event. It was an act such as only 
those natures are capable of whose movement is in the highest 
regions of the spiritual life. For we can detect no trace of any 
subjective interest or motive having influenced or helped this 
change ; it was the immediate, purely objective impression of the 
spiritual power that had come over him, which changed Paul into 
that spiritual personality who appears before us as the apostle of 
Jesus Christ. It is of this characteristic of his spiritual nature, as 
manifested at the most important epoch of his life, that the apostle 
is thinking, when he calls himself with respect to his conversion to 
Christianity an eKrptofia, 1 Cor. xv. 8. This phrase suggests not a 
late birth, but a miscarriage ; yet what he means is not that his 
unworthiness and unfitness for the apostolate were so great that he 
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had as little right to be an apcMBtle as the fruit of a miscarriage to 
continue in the world. What he means by the expression is, that 
his birth into the world as a Christian was after a violent fashion, 
that it was as it were a miscarriage. Grotius very truly remarks : 
hoc ideo dicit, quia non longa institutione ad christianismum 
perductus fuit, quo esset velut naturalis partio, sed vi subita, 
quomodo immaturi partus ejici solent. This applies, however, not 
merely to the fact of his becoming a Christian, but to the whole of 
the sweeping ^evulsion that was brought about in his consciousness 
by the objective power of events and tendencies, without his being 
aware that he was doing anything to help or hinder it. What took 
place in him seemed to belie his nature: the absolute truth of 
Christianity was brought home to him and forced upon him against 
his will by Christ's appearing to him. He could do no other ; little 
as he willed it for himself, he was constrained to yield the whole 
of thought and will to the obedience of Christ.^ 

He who has fought through such an inward conflict and in a 
personal spiritual process overcome the opposition which he there 
encountered, will, when the spiritual principle has worked its way 
through all and asserted itself in its own absolute superiority, 
know that he is himself the power that stands above the conflict. 
The principle which takes possession of his consciousness is now 
the immanent principle of his own self-consciousness ; he knows 

^ It is said, and very truly, that the apostle's conversion discloses to ns the 
inmost depths of his spiritual nature, and that the ultimate subjective basis of 
that nature is to be explained and comprehended in the light of this one charac- 
teristic fact. If this be so, the problem of the apostle's character may be viewed 
in the light of the question, why he not only became a Christian like others who 
were converted from Judaism to Christianity, but believed himself to be called 
to be an apostle. This followed, it may be said, from the call addressed to him 
by Christ ; but what appeared to him objectively as the call of Christ was, sub- 
jectively considered, the inward impulse of his own spiritual nature. For it was 
the peculiarity of that nature that in every case it went straight to the results of 
its principles, and to the absolute. His spiritual nature thus carried him past a 
form of Christianity which was nothing but another form of Judiusm ; he was 
the first to declare the Christian principle in its integrity, in a way in which none 
of the older apostles had declared it, and so could scarcely avoid considering 
himself to be a new apostle. 
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himself free from everything by which he was formerly constrained ; 
he is conscious of his own independence and autonomy. The 
position which the apostle took up as the logical and necessary 
consequence of his conversion, involved of course that all those 
shackles of religious authority which he had recognised up to 
that time at once fell away. But it involved more : namely, that 
within Christianity the apostle recognised no other principle as 
having authority for him but lus own immediate self-consciousness, 
rooted as it was in faith in Christ. One main feature of the 
apostle's individuality is this lively and powerful consciousness of 
freedom. He was quite alive to all that the principle of Christian 
freedom implied both for himself and for all Christiana It was in 
him, next to Christ, that tlus principle received its proper concrete 
contents ; it was in him that it first became subjective and indi- 
vidual This consciousness of freedom is frequently, and variously, 
and energetically expressed in the apostle's letters. It is ex- 
pressed most directly and openly in 1 Cor. ix. 1, where he says : 
Am I not free ? am I not an apostle ? have I not seen Jesus Christ 
our Lord ? have I not you to point to as my work in the Lord ? 
. These were the evidences which sustained his assured consciousness 
. of freedom, independence, self-dependence as a Christian and an 
apostle. He calls himself free in the sense in which he spoke of 
Christian freedom in the eighth chapter (e^vala, viii 9), free, that 
is, as having an essential right to act in accordance with his own 
best convictions, without being bound by considerations regarding 
others, or being in the least degree subject to any superior 
authority.^ 

^ The feeling of freedom is expressed most energetically where it meets with 
opposition. The opposition which the apostle had to encounter was the appeal 
made against him and in disparagement of him to the authority of the older 
apostles. Against them, then, he asserted his freedom in the fulness of its own 
native energy, and as not requiring any outward sanction, 1 Cor. iz. 4. They 
are to him only the boKovvres. Their apparent dignity is no law to him ; for 
wherever the truth of the gospel is concerned, there can be no respect of persons. 
If it be the apostles themselves that he calls ol vnepkiav airoaTokoi, and not 
merely the Judaizing teachers of the Corinthian Church who appealed to their 
aathority, then this is a very distiact assertion that there can be no external 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Chap. IX.] FEATURES OF THE APOSTLES CHABAGTEB. 273 

The true freedom, however, is not without limitation ; it realizes 
the conception of freedom by the limit which it sets itself and 
then again makes to disappear : and that which is the greatest 
freedom from narrowing and enslaving forms is, on the other hand, 
the highest capacity for entering subjectively into forms the most 
diverse. This mark and evidence of true freedom was not wanting 
with the apostle. Though free from everything, free from all 
dependence on man, says the apostle, 1 Cor. ix. 19, "I have yet 
made myself the servant of all, that in this way I might gain the 
more. To the Jews I have become a Jew, that I might gain the 
Jews ; to those who are under the law as one uiider the law, that 
I might gain them that are under the law; to them that are 
without law, as one without law (not that I was without law in 
reference to God, but obeying the law of Christ), that I might gain 
them that are without law. To the weak I became weak, that I 
might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I 
might by all means save some." Only he can become all things to 
all men who is so free and master of himself as to be able to put on 
every form of self-restraint. And what makes this self-restraint 
possible to him is that he is subject to an infinite power, his 
freedom being simply the outward form in which this subjection 
appears. The utmost freedom of self-consciousness is thus, when 
looked at from another side, the utmost subjection ; he is free, but 
his liberty coifsists in his consciousness being altogether determined 
by Christ, it is only in his union with Christ as an evvofi^ Xpurrov 
that he knows himself free, and this his freedom consists in his 
subjection. It is with a view to this same freedom which consists 
in dependence on Christ that the apostle says, 1 Cor. vii. 23, "Ye 
are dearly bought ; be not ye the servants of men, do not be drawn 
into any spiritual dependence on men," In every event of life the 

authority for him, by which he should consider himself boand. Aoyl^ofiai yap firfbh 
varepriKcvat t&v virkpKtav dno(rr6ki»v, 2 Cor. xi. 5, cf. zii. 11 ovbiv yhp vareprura 
tS>v virepKidv aTroorAov, ct km ovdev elfii (though I be nothing in myself apart 
from the grace of God supporting me). And the reason of this is the assurance 
he had gained through the knowledge of the truth, ct de Ibioynjs r^ X<$y^, aXX* 
ov TJ ypaa-ei, 

S 
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Christian has this inward spiritnal freedom, without it his con- 
sciousness would not be a Christian consciousness at alL He is 
free inwardly though outwardly he be a slave. For in Christ 
freedom and bondage pass into each other, and neither of the 
two exists without the other. He who is called in the Lord 
being a slave, is yet free in relation to the Lord : and he who is 
called being free, is Chrisfs servant, 1 Cor. vii. 22. As there is 
no contradiction in a man's being dependent on Christ and yet 
free, nor in his being free and yet at the same time dependent, 
so bondage externally does not in the least preclude inward 
freedom. This inward freedom and independence of everything 
outward comes only to the man who has found in Christ the abso- 
lute principle of his spiritual life. The more he feels his depend- 
ence on Christ, the more independent is he of everything but 
Christ. 

For a Jew who had been bound to the law from his childhood 
and felt the law's authority and control in every part and province 
of his life, to cut himself adrift from the law at once and altogether ; 
to cast ojBf its dictation, and with it to renounce all the natural and 
national ties which bound Jew and Jew together, — ^this must have 
been a step the gravity and far-reaching importance of which we 
can scarcely measure. This step our apostle took in his conver- 
sion ; and in taking it he entered into a position of utter solitude ; 
he was not attracted, though he became a Christian, to the older 
apostles; he was not drawn into fellowship with them, but re- 
mained alone. The boldness of this step may give us an idea of his 
spiritual energy. Now the shaking ojBf of authority and the ad- 
vance to autonomy is not admirable in itself: the moral and 
spiritual value of such a step consists in this, that it is not a capri- 
cious and arbitrary act, nor one brought about by merely outward 
circumstances, but a step taken from a full conviction that truth 
requires it. The autonomy which becomes the ruling principle 
must, in a word, be the autonomy of reason. And we must keep 
this in mind in considering the apostle's conversion ; for it was a 
change from Judaism to Christianity, and Christianity, the absolute 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Chap. IX.] FEATURES OF THE APOSTLES CHARACTER. 275 

religion, is also absolute reason. The apostle did, indeed, recognise 
in his conversion to Christianity a supernatural event, a miracle, a 
thing incomprehensible even to himself. Yet we see him labouring 
with all the power of his spirit to engraft this event which he had 
experienced, on his reason, to take it up into his thinking conscious- 
ness, thus to make it, what it could not otherwise be, his own spiritual 
act. ' In this fact more than anything else we have an explanation 
of the peculiar organization of his spiritual individuality ; for it is 
this spiritual process that is worked out in the whole development 
of his doctrine, and in the discussions, personal and otherwise, which 
form the main contents of his Epistles. To speak of nothing else, 
let it be considered how he deals with the idea of the law, how he 
analyses it in its various elements, and seeks thus to resolve it into 
itself, in order to justify to the thinking consciousness that degra- 
dation of the law from its absolute authority, that depreciation of 
it to the position of a merely subordinate stage, which was necessary 
from the standpoint of Christianity. The development of the 
apostle's doctrine of justification with all the ideas which belong 
to it, — what is it but an analysis of the Christian consciousness 
according to the inward connexion of its momenta as they act and 
react upon each other, the nature of justification being thus ex- 
plained from the inner necessity of the case ? Here also we find 
the reason why the apostle's main developments of doctrine always 
grow in his hands into theories of religious history; since the 
course of history cannot be understood save by regarding one stage 
as contained by implication in the preceding stage, and regarding 
the whole in the light of the immanent idea which is the principle 
of the whole movement. The different determining periods of 
history, the contrasts into which it is divided, the contrast of sin 
with grace, of the law which requires works with faith which 
justifies without works, of death with life, of the first psychical with 
the second pneumatical Adam, these are simply so many momenta 
of the conception as it works forward by its own inward power. 
The great distinguishing characteristic which appears everywhere 
in the apostle's writings is the innate impulse, springing from the 
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very roots df his nature, towards rational speculative contempla- 
tion.^ 

^ It is a deep conviction of the apostle, and comes repeatedly and in various 
ways to the surface in his writings, that Christianity is the truly rational, and 
that in matters of religion nothing can stand that cannot justify itself to rational 
contemplation. When he speaks, Rom. xii. 1, of a Xoytic^ Xarpcio, in which a man 
is to present himself a living sacrifice to Qod, he means a service which does not 
consist, like that of Judaism, merely in outward rites, but is spiritual in its nature 
and founded in the spirit itself, so that in everything it contains the worshipper 
must have the rational end and purpose of his act before his mind. And thus he 
adds an exhortation not to hold exclusively to that which is in accordance with 
the ruling tendency of the world and the time, but to be transformed in the 
renewing of the spirit (rov v6os), ue. to go back into one's self in thought, to con- 
sider and to prove in one's self what is the will of God, what is the good, and 
acceptable, and perfect. And here, I think, we find the explanation of that dis- 
tinction which the apostle sometimes draws between that which he is in his yv^firj, 
and that which he is in pursuance of an fViroy^ of the Lord. It is not probable 
that this imrayri refers to an utterance of Jesus which he had received through 
tradition. A comparison of the various instructions which he gives on difficuU 
questions of social duty will show us what the nature of the distinction is. 
Where he is conscious of a rational objective ground lying in the nature of the 
case, his instruction at once and of itself assumes in his consciousness the form of 
an immediate conmiand of Christ. He speaks of a mere yv^fjai in cases where 
he could not deny the subjective nature of his view. Cf. 1 Cor. vii 6, 10, 12, 25, 
40. As the objective truth could only declare itself in the form of the subjective 
consciousness, it is very natural that with the apostle the one constantly passes 
over into the other. Thus he says, verse 25, that he has no emrayri of the Lord 
in reference to virgins, but gives a yv&iiqy «>r tiXtfifUvos vir6 Kvpiov irtarhs cZpcu, 
i,e. an opinion deserving of aU consideration, as given quite in accordance with his 
apostolical consciousness. In the same way, verse 40, after the words Kara rrjv 
efirfv yvofiriv, he adds, boK& be Kaya Ttvevfta Bcov tf^etp. As his call was a fact 
of his consciousness, the self-assurance of his consciousness was his highest prin- 
ciple of knowledge. His self-assurance, however, is not caUed forth by himself, 
but rests on grounds of reason. The authority which he claims for himself as an 
apostle must not be said to be founded on the external fact of the appearance of 
Christ which he asserted he had had ; it was founded rather upon two inner 
momenta : 1. The truth of his gospel, a thing to him irrefragably true. Gal. i. 8 ; 
2 Cor. xi. 4, and resting ultimately in the absolute satisfaction of man's need of 
salvation which it brought, in all that goes to make up faith in the Pauline sense. 
2. The reality of the success of his work. He appeals to this as his strongest 
argument against his opponents. Those whom he had converted could not but 
bear witness that it was through him that they had become Christians, 1 Cor. 
ix. 1-3 ; 2 Cor. iii. 2, 3. But how could they have become Christians through him 
if he was not an apostle, and how could he have worked with such success as an 
apostle, 2 Cor, x. 13- IS, if it were not God's will that he should so work, and 
how could this be God's will if it were not in accordance with the highest truth 
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If the first great characteristic of his personaKty be that he was 
as it were the receptive soil in which the principle of Christian 
consciousness should first take form and appear as a concrete con- 
sciousness, the second must be found in this, that that conscious- 
ness was expressed by him mainly in the way of thought. The 
apostle is conscious of the power of his thought ; he declares to 
his opponents, 2 Cor. x. 2 sq., how he intends to meet those who 
take him to be but a weak and ordinary man. For though, he » 
says, I walk in the flesh, yet I do not war in a weak human way ; 
for the weapons with which I fight are not humanly weak, but 
divinely strong to the pulling down of strongholds. I cast down 
arguments, and every work that is erected against the knowledge 
of God, and bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ. Far from being, as has been thought, the apostle's protest 
against the exercise of reason in things pertaining to faith, these 
words are an expression of the absolute confidence he reposed in 
his dialectical powers, that on the ground of reason he could never 
be defeated. The more we penetrate into the process of thought 
in the apostle's writings, the more minutely we analyse his mode 
of argument, the method of his development and representation^ 
the more shall we be convinced that his is a thoroughly dialectical 
nature.-^ Here we may remind the reader of what was said, in our, 

and reason ? What he says, GaL ii 8, in the pregnant words that God ci^pyi^o-c 
cfioi tis rh tBvri is an argument from effect to canse, an argument which would 
hare no force were it not understood that nothing can reaUy take up a position 
in the world but what is more or less true and rational The success of his preach- 
ing to the heathen is in his eyes a proof that his gospel is true. This was the 
best credentials of his apostolic calling. It says a great deal for the apostle's 
sober good sense that he never appeals to the appearance of Christ to him as a 
purely outward fact, such as the Acts represent it. There was a good deal of the 
ecstatical in him, as the oirrao-tai and airoKoKv^fis Kvpiov, 2 Cor. zii. 1, show 
us (the ecstasy described, verse 2, cannot, however, be identified with the act of 
his conversion ; the fourteen years, 2 Cor. xii. 2, cannot coincide with the fourteen 
years of GaL ii 1) ; but this element was so thorou^y subordinate to his clear 
and rational self-consciousness that it could never make him a visionary. 

^ It belongs to the essence of the dialectical method, that it proceeds by nega- 
tion, and in order to deny, accentuates the opposite, the contrast, and thus has 
naturally an element of irony. In the apostle's dialectic irony is not wanting ; 
cf. 1 Cor. iv. 8 ; 2 Cor. xi 18, 19 ; and Btlckert's observations on the first of these 
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examination of the great Epistles, of their arrangement and the 
conception of thoiight from which it proceeds. We see every- 
where in them the effort to place the subject treated of in the most 
general point of view it wiU admit of, to proceed from the general 
to the particular, and consider the main thought in all its aspects 
successively. What we have here is the true dialectical procedure ; 
namely that the thought is made to move through all its stages, and 
to arrive at the totality of its momenta, at which point its concrete 
determination coincideswith and meets its abstract truth. Could the 
utter contemptibUity of the sectarian squabbles at Corinth have been 
put more clearly than in the apostle's words : Is Christ divided ? 
Was Paul crucified for you ? Were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? (1 Cor. i 13.) Here a rapid turn of thought brings the 
question so entirely under the standpoint of an absolute contem- 
plation, that we have nothing but an absolute Yes confronting an 
absolute 'So} But the dialectical mediation- follows at once. The 
apostle sees the source of the sectarianism of Corinth in the love of 
the Corinthians for worldly wisdom ; he therefore considers Chris- 
tianity itself as wisdom. Wisdom is divided in his eyes into the 
wisdom of the world and the wisdom of God ; these are the two 
stages through which it moves ; through its negation in worldly 
wisdom it comes to afl5rm itself in the divine. At the opening of 
the Epistle to the Bomans, in the same way, the apostle takes up 
the absolute standpoint of the hucauxrvvri Oeov, the two momenta 
of which are the BiKaioavvrj i^ epytov and the BiKaioavvrj he ma- 
reo)^. Here also the development consists in the conception passing 

passages. The latter passage is a striking instance of his dialectic, as it fortifies 
itself with irony, and smites, overthrows, and crushes the opponent. 

^ Another notable instance of this is to be found in the jMUHsage 1 Cor. xi 3. 
The question of women having their heads uncovered is at once put in this way : 
the head of the man is Christ, the head of the woman is the man : the head of 
Christ is God. The question whether the custom be a Christian one or no, is 
placed under its absolute point of view : all that is asked is whether the custom 
be or be^not consistent with the absolute dependence of Christ. Thus a question 
referring solely and simply to a case in practical life is identified with the very 
highest question, the relation to Christ. This rapid soaring up from the par- 
ticular, the empirical, to the absolute, to the idea, to God, Christ, is a genuine 
Pauline trait. 
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through the stage of denial in order to afiarm itselt The St/ca^o- 
avvTj Oeov passes through the negation of hiicauxTvvri cf efr/av, and 
becomes in SiKatoainnj Ik irlaretD^ the true self-mediated hKcuoavvri 
Seov, It belongs to the dialectical method to take the object 
which is to be explicated dialectically, in its various stages, both 
negative and affirmative ; since it is only in the consciousness of 
its mediation that the conception completes its dialectical move- 
ment. And our view that dialectical thought was the apostle's 
natural element is greatly confirmed by the fact that he never 
forgets the practical side of his discussion in the theoretical 
What must be affirmed theoretically must often be denied practi- 
cally ; for love, the principle of practical conduct, is also an element, 
and has to be considered if the object is to be apprehended in the 
totality of its momenta. That Christian love was a conspicuous 
element in the apostle's character all that we know of his life and 
work leads us to believe. Here however we are more immediately 
concerned with such traits as are provided in his writings, and 
with the stamp of his essential spiritual character that is impressed 
upon them ; and the place he has assigned to the element of love 
even in his dialectical thinking is noticed only as a proof how free he 
was in the whole attitude of his spirit from aU onesidedness. Faith 
was nothing to him in itself, if it did not work through love; he could 
not rest satisfied with a merely abstract theoretical view of anything; 
his spirit urged him from the theoretical to the practical, from the 
abstract to the concrete, from the essential thought to the realities 
of life. The end which he thus kept in view was of course the com- 
munion of Christian life inspired with the principle of love. This is 
well illustrated by those two sections of the First Epistle to the Cor- 
inthians in which the apostle expresses his views on the subjects of 
eating the flesh of idolatrous sacrifices, and of speaking with tongues. 
The eating of the heathen sacrifices seems to have been in itself a 
thing of complete indifference to him ; yet he regards it as very im- 
portant that the &ct that the practice was objectionable to many 
Christians should be recognised, and care taken not to wound them. 
This consideration must be taken into account in order to a proper 
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settlement of the question ; and as soon as the question is regarded 
from this point of view it ceases to be indifferent to religion ; it 
acquires an importance which it might not of itself possess. In 
the latter of the two sections we named, a place is even more dis- 
tinctly and emphatically assigned to love, or the consideration due 
to others, to the common good, as A very important element in 
arriving at a decision. In this case we see viery clearly how it is 
just in this practical side of the matter that the dialectical solution 
of the whole problem is sought and obtained. It is very obvious 
throughout that the apostle cares very little for the speaking with 
tongues. He does not however regard it as unchristian, he recog- 
nises it as one of the various forms in which the spirit which dwells 
in Christians finds expression. So he goes on to give it its definite 
position in the number of the Christian charisms, and to insist 
that each charism has an equal right to be considered, as making 
up along with the rest the unity of the whola Thus though the 
TuiKeiv y\m<raai% be in itself a charism, yet its true, real value 
depends on its practical operation, on its being through love a 
means to the furtherance of the common Chrijstian life. From this 
point of view the apostle pronounces a judgment on the XaXelv 
y\j(oaaai<; which amounts to this : that from its small practical 
utility it ought to be as far as possible restricted. Thus we see 
how in every case it is the apostle's object to exhaust the subject 
he has in hand in all its logical bearings, and to bring his discus- 
sion to a stage where the confronting momenta are mediated 
dialectically in the unity of the conception. The apostle's whole 
representation, religious as it is, is filled to overflowing with the 
forms and elements of thought ; it is not only, what is commonly 
recognised as the great merit of the apostle's writings, that thought 
follows hard on thought : more than this, thoughts succeed each 
other as determinations and momenta of some one conception that 
is greater than aU of them ; the thought unfolds itseK, brings forth 
its own contents out of its own depths, and determines itself by 
taking up its own momenta. Hence the peculiar stamp of the 
apostle's language : it is distinguished on the one hand for pre- 
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cision and compression ; on the other hand it is marked by a 
harshness and roughness which suggest that the thought is far too 
weighty for the language, and can scarcely find fit forms for the 
superabundant matter it would fain express.^ Yet in one way the 
form actually used is not uncongenial to the contents; the 
language is Hellenistic Greek, an easy and flexible instrument, and 
well fitted for such a peculiar writer. 

The traits we have dwelt on thus far give us as their result a mind 
naturally and perfectly adapted to take up into itself and to develop 
the bee, universal, and absolute principle of Christianity. This, how- 
ever, is only one side of his individuality ; there is another which we 
must not disregard. It is a thing of course that even so eminent 
a mind as Paul's is subject to a certain limitation. It is nothing 
but what we had to expect that besides all the splendid gifts that 
distinguished him we should find also a certain onesidedness, a con- 

^ The«apo8tle indicates, 2 Cor. xi. 6, tliat he is not unconscious of this. He 
says he is cl «cal ibi&Trjg r^ XcSy^, aXX' ov rg yy<»o-«, a phrase which can refer to 
nothing but the struggle which it cost his thought to find expression. As for 
his language and style it has long been remarked, and very justly, that it bears 
a great resemblance to that of Thucydides. (We may mention the well-known 
work of Bauer, Philologia Thucydideo-Paullina, 1773, which, however, is merely 
a << notatio figurarum dictionis Paullinae cum Thucydidea oomparatae," and deals 
chiefly with the outward expression.) As speech is the expression of inward 
thought^ this sixnilarity of modes of expression must be referred to a deeper simi- 
larity, namely of the mental idiosyncrasy of the two men. Such passages as 1 
Cor. iv. 12, 13 ; vii. 29-31 ; ix. 20, 21 ; 2 Cor. vi. 9, 10 have the true ring of 
Thucydides, not only in expression, but in the style of thought. The genuine 
dialectical spirit appears in both in the love of antithesis and contrast, rising not 
nnfreqnently to paradox. Antithesis serves the dialectically thinking mind 
simply as a means to obtain a direct grasp of the conception in the whole of its 
bearings ; it confronts the one with the other, negatives the one through the 
other, that the conoeption may thu» determine itself through negation and affir- 
mation. The analogy may be traced still further. Thucydides' critical method 
of deaHng with history necessarily involved a breach with the great national con- 
aoiousness which lived and had its being in the happy child-like Homeric-mythi- 
cal theory of the world, proceeding to exhibit the conflict of lonism and Dorism 
as a conflict within the larger whole, the nation. In the same way the apostle 
Paul could not take up the position of Christian universaUsm, in which the opposi- 
tion of heathenism was done away, without renouncing the absolute importance 
of Judaism. With both these men the ties of national particularism give way 
before the generalizing tendency of their thought, and cosmopolitanism takes 
the place of nationalism. 
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sciousness in some way horri/, a national particularism, which go to 
make up this definite individual character which we have before us. 
In our development of the Pauline doctrine the reader will remem- 
ber how we came here and there on points in which it could not be 
denied that the thoughts and views of Judaism were still discernible, 
circumscribing his sphere of vision, directing his attention too ex- 
dusivelj to the future, and causing him to overleap momenta, which, 
from a freer and more universal standpoint, could not have been 
left unnoticed. Then his expectation of the parousia— here we 
see how his mind was influenced by the not very enlightened 
national expectations that were current at the time, insomuch that 
he expresses a firm belief that Christ's second coming would take 
place in a short time, and that he with his contemporaries would 
not need to pass through death aud the resurrection, but would be 
changed without dying. We have already shown that this view is 
not to be pressed to the apostle's disadvantage to such an extent as 
some writers have done : and it is of importance in this regard not 
to attribute to him anything that cannot be shown from Epistles 
undoubtedly genuine to have been an element of his faith and 
thought. Yet this characteristic fact remains, that a view so mani- 
festly peculiar and limited to the age in which it arose, and soon 
to be left behind as events and thoughts moved forward, had such 
influence as we see it had on the apostle's consciousness. In this 
case his view is narrowed by an idea peculiar to the nation and 
the time ; but his whole position with reference to the Old Testa- 
ment is another such restriction. It was in opposition to the Old 
Testament that he became aware of the perfect freedom of his Chris- 
tian position, and everything that formed in his eyes an element of 
Christian freedom was at the same time a liberation from the yoke 
of the law, and &om the imperfection and limitation of the Old 
Testament dispensation. Tet, on the other hand, how much do we 
see him bound to the Old Testament, tied to the very letter of it ? 
He rests his demonstrations of the most important positions of his 
doctrine on inferences from passages of the Old Testament, and that 
not merely out of regard for those to whom the Old Testament was 
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the supreme authority, in order to make it easier for them to believe 
in the Christian doctrine, but because the Old Testament is to him 
the source of all objective truth, the ultimate authority on which 
the certainty of the Christian faith must rest When he reminds 
his readers of the cardinal facts of Christianity, that Christ died for 
our sins, that he was buried and rose again on the third day, he does 
not omit to add that this happened according to the Scriptures, 1 Cor. 
XV. 3, 4. The more he wants to establish the truth of any doctrine 
and preclude all doubt of it, the more does he labour to prove it from 
passages of the Old Testament Even that most important truth of 
all, in which the whole doctrine of salvation consists, that the true 
righteousness which avails before God is not to be attained by works 
of the law, but only by faith, even this doctrine is made to rest 
directly on the fact that even in the Old Testament Abraham believed 
God, and that this faith was imputed to him for righteousness, Rom. 
iv. 1 sq. If, the apostle argues. Gal. iii 7, one can only be saved as a 
descendant of Abraham, then those are the sons of Abraham who 
are saved through faith ; and as the promise was given to Abraham, 
that in him all nations should be blessed, this promise is now ful- 
filled in the fact that God justifies the heathen through faith. The 
promise was given to Abraham because the Scripture foresaw this 
event at the time when it was written. Christian faith is thus 
related to the Old Testament as the fulfilment to the promise : the 
former could not have taken place without the latter. And yet, 
as the apostle assures us in other passages, nothing can be more 
immediately certain than that which the Christian consciousness 
declares as its essential contents, or that which the divine spirit 
that is given to the Christian testifies to him. 

The more the apostle enters into details in the inferences he draws 
from the OW Testament, the more striking does this dependence of 
the Christian consciousness on it appear. It is an authority lying 
outside of consciousness, and the deference paid to it arises simply 
from a personal subjective limitation. The most striking instances 
of this are to be found in two passages of the Epistle to the Galatians, 
in which, as is now acknowledged universally, the apostle deals with 
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the Old Testament passages from which he is reasoning in a quite 
arbitrary way, and gives them a sense which they never could have 
borne. With regard to the passage, Gen. xxiL 18, which he takes 
up, GaL iii 16, he simply adopts the interpretation which was 
usually given it by the Jews at the time. The seed of Abraham, 
in which all the nations of the earth are to be blessed, he does 
not take to be the posterity of Abraham generally, though this is 
obviously the meaning^ of the expression, but one person, an 
individual, Christ. He deals with the passages Gen. xvi 15, xxi 
2 even more capriciously. His whole proof is nothing but a play 
of allegory, and has no force whatever to prove anything. The 
whole argument is erected on the distinction shown to have existed 
between Isaac and Ishmael, the two sons of Abraham, that the 
former was the son of a slave, while the other was bom not only 
not a slave, but in consequence of a special divine promise. In vir- 
tue of this difference they are made to represent the two hiadfjKai* 
Ishmael, the slaVe by birth, stands for the law, because the law 
places men in a position of bondage before God. The apostle 
failed, however, to consider how little the subsequent history of 
the two sons of Abraham fits in with the allegorical interpretation 
he gives it. Ishmael is made to represent the law, but the Mosaic 
legislation never touched the sons of IshmaeL It was they 
who were free from the law, while those for whom the law waa 
given were none but the posterity of Isaac, the type here of the - 
"Biadi^fcrf of freedom ; and the promise connected with the person 
of Isaac, in regard to which he was to be a type of Christians as 
T€Kva T^9 enxtyyeTuiK, was only fulfilled by means of circumcision 
and the Mosaic law, and the whole theocratic dispensation con- 
nected with the law. Not only have the apostle's allegorical 
demonstrations out of the Old Testament no objective basis in the 
Old Testament itself, — they actually conflict with it 

There could be nothing more absurd than the efforts made by 
interpreters to show the apostle's argumentation to be objectively 
true. FlcUt, for example, remarks on this passage : ** The apostle 
received special divine instruction with a view to his expositions 
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of doctrine, and in that instruction the idea was communicated to 
him that Sarah and Hagar were types in the way he states. Thus 
he had a right to say that this history meant something else, had 
an inner meaning, that with regard to God's intention it was to be 
considered as a type, even though the author who wrote the his- 
tory never thought of such a thing. The proposition, — This history 
has an inner meaning, is not, however, the same as the proposition, 
— ^When God caused the history in question to be narrated, he in- 
tended that it should be a prophecy in the form of a symbol : 
although we have a right to assume that in guiding the Old Testa- 
ment writers God did not neglect to provide that the history should 
contain a certain amount of instruction for the future." What 
does all this mean ? What a narrow petty theology is this ! And 
what end does it serve ? The apostle's subjective and capricious 
imagination, the mere play of his fancy, is to have its objective 
ground in the very spirit of God ! And is the contradiction of 
historical truth which we find here removed by referring it back 
from the apostle to God himself? Luther had a healthier sense of 
truth, and judged : " The allegory of Sarah and Hagar will not 
hold water, for it is at variance with historical reason." This is 
the only true way of looking on the apostle's argument here ; and 
thus the passage affords us a very curious proof of the position, both 
free and not free, which he occupied with regard to the Old Testa- 
ment. In his view of the law that it places man altogether in the 
position of a bondman before God, a position of which the Christian 
consciousness knows nothing, he shows the greatest freedom of 
spirit, a self-assurance that has completely cast away all bonds of 
external authority. Here, on the other hand, we see him still con- 
fined to the old way of thinking about the Old Testament as if 
there were no other. For there cannot be a doubt that his allegory 
appeared to him to be the true sense of the Old Testament history, 
as an objective truth vouched for by the Old Testament. The Old 
Testament law is to be of force no longer, it has no power to con- 
strain the religious consciousness; and yet the Old Testament 
stands before his mind with the undiminished weight of its divine 
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authority. A thing that is objectively certain to him, being the 
immediate utterance of his self-coneciousness, must yet, after all, 
be recommended and proved to him out of the Old Testament. The 
Old Testament itself is made to furnish proof that the law, its most 
essential part, has no longer any authority. The apostle makes out 
his case by means of allegory ; allegory is to him, as to his contem- 
poraries, the equivocal expedient by which, while making use of the 
Old Testament, he yet cuts himself off from it, and places himself 
above it Allegory holds to the Old Testament as its necessary ob- 
ject, and rests aU its proofs upon it ; yet it only plays with the 
Old Testament, since the allegorist has already placed himseK above 
it, though not fully conscious that he has done so. Yet, freely as 
he uses the Old Testament in his allegorical interpretations of it, 
allegory is itself the strongest proof of his subjection to it ; for 
otherwise he never could endure the unnatural restraint that 
allegory imposes on him. It might be urged that the two ex- 
amples we have mentioned of arbitrary allegorical interpretation 
occur in the Epistle to the Galatians, undoubtedly the oldest that 
the apostle wrot6, and in which his view of the law is not so fully 
developed as in the later Epistles. We must, however, remind 
the reader of 1 Cor. x. 1 sq,, a passage which shows us as distinctly 
as the others how fully the apostle shared with his contemporaries 
the allegorical ideas current in his time. 

These limitations of the apostle's individuality on its intellectual 
side are little more than the widest and most general limitations, 
those of time and country. It cannot be required of any man that 
he should not wear the character of his tima Yet the more a man 
is conscious of the boundaries he lives in, the freer will be his 
attitude towards them, and the more will he be inclined to remem- 
ber the limits to which every human individuality is subject, and 
to show to others the fullest consideration. How the apostle's 
spiritual freedom appeared in his regard and indulgence for weaker 
fellow-Christians, we have already shown. Yet we must add that 
in his dealings with others the apostle did not invariably maintain 
this standpoint. He cannot be said to have always looked at 
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others from without, and to have been independent of his own 
subjective feelings. However convinced he was of the reality of 
his apostolical calling and of the absolute truth of Tiis doctrine, 
still that cannot excuse his excesses in judging of his adversaries, 
and failing to distinguish involuntary from voluntary errors. 
Etickert remarks very justly on 2 Cor. ii. 17, that "Paul was apt 
to judge his opponents very harshly, and to impute motives for 
their conduct, which, in all probability, were not the true ones ; 
since what he attributed to an unholy disposition might in many 
cases be the natural, and, considering the circumstances, must 
almost have been the necessary, outcome of honest prejudice (cf. 
GaL L 7, ii 4, vi. 12). This harshness was part of his character as 
it was in the case of our own Eeformer." He applies the same 
observation to the passage 2 Cor. xi. 12. What Etickert calls a 
harshness of character arises fix)m inability to abstract from one's 
own subjective feelings, and transport one's-self into those of 
another. The apostle could not conceive the truth otherwise than 
as it appeared to him ; and with regard to the different belief of 
another man he could not imagine that it had even a subjective 
foundation ; what was asserted in their opinion being all the while 
nothing but that Judaism which was native to both them and him. 
With this influence which his idiosyncrasy exerted over his judg- 
ment of his opponents, we come down to the lower sphere of the 
peculiar bias and direction which he derived from character and 
temperament. We have already observed how this purely human 
side of the apostle appears chiefly in the Second Epistle to the Cor- 
inthians. The passage 1 Cor v. may also be compared. It can 
scarcely be denied that his character was marked by a certain ex- 
citableness or violence, which sometimes made him act precipitately, 
and rendered him liable to fitful and sudden changes of emotion. 
(This is particularly noticeable in 2 Cor. and in the Epistle to the 
Gkdatians.) We should obtain a deeper insight into the apostle's 
individuality, its psychical, and probably also its physical organiza- 
tion, if it were possible to form any clear ideas of the nature of the 
mrraaUn, and airoKoKxr^L^y and the peculiar circumstances accom- 
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panying them, of which he speaks, 2 C!or. xiL But he gives us here 
only vague and distant hints on the subject, and it is impossible 
to fix any definite meaning on them, or to form any clear view of 
the subject from them. 

But without this, what we have gathered while seeking for traits 
of his character is abundant confirmation of what he says of him- 
self, 2 Cor. iv. 7, that he had a divine treasure in an earthen 
vessel 
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APPENDIX I. 

ON THE LITERATURE OF THE LEGEND OF PETER. 
[See Part t. Chapter ix.] 

The first attack made on this legend proceeded chiefly from a 
general distrust of all such facts as were employed to provide a 
historical basis for the claims and encroachments of Eome. Such 
were the motives of those who either rejected the legend entirely 
or expressed grave doubts about it ; first in the middle ages, when 
the assailants were parties in opposition, such as the Waldenses, or 
the declared enemies of the papacy, such as MarsUius of Padua, 
Michael of Casena and others ; and then at the time of the Ee- 
formation and after it, when the assailants were Protestant histor- 
ians, such as Matthias Macius,^ Claudius Salmasius,^ and others. 

^ In his work published in the year 1554 : Historia certaminum inter Komanos 
Episcopos et sextam Carthaginiensem synodum Af ricanasque ecclesias, de primatu 
sen potestate Fapae, bona fide ex authenticis monnmentis coUata. Of. p. 267) 
" Non constat plane, Petrum fuisse Romae. Nam quod Papistae scribunt, Petrum 
Bomae 25 annos docuisse, cum usque ad 18 lerosolymis docuerit, item in Ponto, 
ut aliqui tradunt, 5 annis fuerit, et Antiochiae 7, ad hoc etiam cum Babylone 
scripserit snam epistolam, propalam falsum est ; inde enim efficeretur, ut longe 
ultra Neronis mortem vixisset, a quo tamen interfectus dicitur. Demonstratio 
item certa est, Petrum Eomae non fuisse, quod Paulus Romam et Roma scribens, 
ac tam multos mediocres Christianos salutans et nominans, nusquam tamen vel 
unico verbo Petri tanti viri mentionem faciat." Flacius laid great stress on Gal. 
ii., p. 124 : *' Denique ego omnibus omnium mortalium historiis de Petro illam 
ad Galatas secundo a Paulo scriptam praefero. Ibi enim iUe primum affirmat 
diserte Petro esse concreditum apostolatum sen episcopatum inter Judaeos, sibi 
vero inter gentes sen super gentiles. Deinde narrat, Petrum usque ad concilium 
Hierosolymitanum (quod circa 18 annos post ascensionem Christi, et septimo 
commenticii papatus Petri celebratum est) potissimum Judaeis praedicasse et de 
postero tempore sanctissimum datarum dexterarum foedus secum iniisse : quod 

^ Librorum de primatu Papae. P. 1 cum apparatu. Lugd. Bat. 1645. 
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By far the greater number of the Protestant divines, however, 
and especially those of the Keformed Church, who were much 
occupied with this field of historical research, considered the 
subject to be one calling for impartial treatment, and providing an 
opportunity to show their opponents how ready they were to 
respect the witness of history, when properly ascertained and 
resting upon fact.^ 

The first scholar who undertook a thorough historical investiga- 
tion of the subject, and declared as the result of his researches 
that the common view was entirely destitute of historical reality, 
was Friedrich Spanheim. His Dissertatio de ficta profectione 

ipse quidem velit praedioare Judaeia, Paulas vero debeat ooncionari gentibns. 
XTbi habes brevissime et yerissime comprehensam historiam Petri, quae indicat, 
ei et a Cbristo potissimum super et inter Judaeos apostolatum, episcopatum seu 
papatum concreditum mandatumque esse : et eum turn ante Hierosolymitanam 
synodum, turn postea potissimum Judaeos doeuisse, eoque potissimum ibi 
sedisse vel stetisse, ubi plurimi Judaei fuerunt, id est in Syria et aliis orientalibus 
partibus. Nam Romae non ita multi fuerunt : quandoquidem et nondum fuerant 
sic diBsipati, sicut postea in eversione Hierosolymae, et Claudius eos Roma penitiis 
ezpulerat.** The Magdeburg Centuries do not express any distinct doubt of the 
supposed fact. 

^ Compare the whole series of the Protestant divines who held this position 
on the subject. F. Spanheim enumerates them in the treatise to be named 
below, p. 336 : Quinimo in Protestantium castris iirtxpvrfs non pauci, atque 
etiam largientes hand gravate plurimi, imo plerique, tantis auctoritatibus moti. 
Chamiero certe non fcLcUe vetHcandtts videtur tantus conseiuma Patrum sed neque 
Davidi Blondello, id perpetuo largienti, Bomanam ecclesiam a Petro et Paulo 
fundatam atque instructam fuisse. Nee inficiati earn Petri inter Romanos 
praesentiam Th. Beza Annot. ad i. Petri v., Fr. Junius, Scaliger, Casaubonus, 
Petr. Molinaeus, Petitus, Usserius, Seldenus, Pearsonus, Fellius, DodweUus, 6. 
Cave, Bedelius ipse, et quotquot Ignatianis epistolis speciatim illi, quae est ad 
Romanos, patrocinantur, in qua Ignatius circa medium ad Romanorum coetum : 
ovx o>s Uerpos Koi IlavXor buvrdaa-ofuu vfiiv. Quin Patricius Junius Notis ad 
Clementem, quod Petrus Romae vitam finierit martyrio dicit potius esse, quam 
ut in dubium vocetur. Similiter Hammondus vel his duobus testibus rem extra 
dubiom poni, Caji scilicet et Dionysii Corinthiorum fide. Samuel Basnage at 
once followed Spanheim with a defence of the opposite view, in his Exercitat. 
histor. crit. de rebus sacris yel ecclesiast. Ultraj. 1692, p. 548. He declared : 
Me quod attinet, hie tantum antiquitatis auctoritas apud me valet, ut adventum 
PetriDum ad urbem orbis dominam in dubiiun adducere mihi sit religio, ita 
etenim, quae firmis cingiint historiam praesidiis, fama constans, testium vetustas 
atque fides incorrupta, pondus sufiragiorum atque numerus, sub signis hujus 
narrationis militant ut historiae omni sit abroganda fides, si hac in re nutet. 
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Petri apostoli in urbem Eomam, deque non unms traditionis origine, 
appeared in 1679.* Spanheim brings forward first the negative 
grounds, which make the occurrence appear so improbable a priori : 
Luke's silence on the subject in the Acts, where there was 
every reason to speak of it ; the silence of Paul himself both in 
his Epistle to the Eomans, and in the Epistles of the Eoman capti- 
vity ; the agreement arrived at by the two apostles, Gal. ii 9, that 
the one should consider the €0vi] as his province, and the other the 
irepi^TOfjurj, after which it was not likely that Peter should have 
left his work in countries so distant from Eome, and taken part 
in the foundation of a church which consisted almost entirely of 
Gentile Christians. Spanheim then takes up one by one the oldest 
and most important authorities for the fact, and impeaches their 
credibility chiefly by the general argument, supported of course by 
special proofs in each case, that writers who accepted with avidity 
so many and so manifestly fabulous traditions, are unworthy of 
credence in the case of this tradition. He finds the roots of the 
tradition partly in a mystical interpretation of the name Babylon 
in the First Epistle of Peter, v. 1 3, partly in the myth of the journey 
of Simon Magus to Eome, Peter having followed him to that city ; 
and partly in the ambition of the Church of Eome which could 
be satisfied with nothing less than this: ut Paulo in Eomanae 
ecclesiae institutione, sed et in consummatione martyrii socius 
quoque Petrus adderetur, primus omniimi apostolorum, tt/owto? in 
evangelic, TrpayroKX/rjTo^, Trporjyopo^, apj(7iy6^, qui primum lapidem 
in aedificanda ecclesia posuisset, obsignaturus quoque fidem in 
ecclesiarum omnium prima (p. 383). Thorough as Spanheim's 
investigation was, and pertinent as his arguments on many points 
undoubtedly are, his treatise failed to do much to shake the old 
traditioa The church historians who followed him continued to 
think that the authorities were too strong to be impugned ; they 
went further, and asserted (as, for example, Schrokh)^ that it 
would be difficult to find another event in the history of the early 

1 0pp. t. il (Lugd. BaL 1703), pp. 331-388. 

2 Eirchengeschichte, vol. ii., 2d ed., p. 185. 
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church that was established so firmly and beyond all question as 
this one was by the unanimous testimony of the first Christian 
teachers. Of the later church historians and critics, Eichhom^ 
was the only one who ventured to assert the opposite, and this he 
did with all his wonted boldness. He said that the apostle Peter's 
residence at Eome, in company with Mark the Evangelist, was in 
all probability a fable. The foundation of Peter's reported resi- 
dence at Eome was, that his first Epistle was dated from Babylon, 
(1 Peter V. 13); the early church interpreted this name figura- 
tively, and said it stood for Eome ; and this was the foundation on 
which everything was built, Peter's labours for the Eoman church, 
his primacy and his martyrdom in that city, and all that has been 
fabled of him in the old and in the new Christian world. It might 
be asked with all confidence where any other piece of evidence 
was to be found ? And was this absurd evidence to be respected 
by historical criticism ? This startling attack was the chief means 
of inducing another Catholic theologian to undertake a new inves- 
tigation of the subject, looking at it in an unprejudiced way, which 
is thoroughly deserving of respect. The results at which he arrived 
were these : that it is quite unquestionable on historical grounds 
that the apostle Peter came to Eome, that he taught and governed 
the Eoman church, and suffered death at last on account of his 
faith ; but that his residence at Eome cannot have extended to 
twenty nor to twenty-five years, but only at the outside to a few 
months over one year.* While the Catholic party thus admitted 
the necessity of setting bounds to the old tradition, and reducing 
it to a minimum, Protestant historians and critics displayed a wish 
to clear the controversy of polemical and party spirit, and met the 
Catholics with a confession that some of their former writers had 
gone too far. Neander and Gieseler were at one on this point. 
The former^ declared it to be simply hypercriticism, to throw doubt 

1 Einl. in's N. T., vol. L p. 654. C£. voL iiL p. 603 sq. 

* In the Essay on the apostle Peter's residence at Rome, being also a contribu- 
tion to the chronology of the early Church, in the Theolog. Quarterly, published by 
Drey, Herbst und Hirscher, Tub. 1820, 4 H., p. 667 sq. 

5 Church History, vol. i p. 296 (Bohn's Edition). 
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on the tradition that Peter had been at Eon^e, attested as it was 
by the consent of all the early authorities. This tradition was 
obviously to be referred to a period in which no one thought of 
exalting the church of Eome by the primacy of Peter. It was 
nothing but party and polemical spirit, Gieseler declared/ that led 
some Protestants to deny the realily of the event Bertholdt,^ 
Collnf,' Mynster,* and others, expressed themselves in the same 
way. Mynster for one thought that " what seduced the Protestant 
writers to throw doubt on a fact, attested as this was by the 
unwavering voice of aU Christian antiquity, could have been 
nothing but polemical rancour, and that the writing in which these 
doubts had been collected, clearly betrayed by its title : Of the 
fictitious journey of Peter to Eome " (the essay of Spanheim), its 
true end and motive. 

My essay, which appeared in 1831, has led the two church 
historians, Neander and Gieseler, to at least modify their former 
view. They are unwilling to give up the supposed facts at the 
root of the legend, yet they cannot deny the weakness of the 
evidence. Neander allows the possibility of the legend having 
arisen out of the circumstances of the Eoman church which I 
referred to,*^ but hesitates to agree in my result, considering that the 
argument which we mentioned must still be allowed some weight. 
Gieseler's chief point of late is,* that if the legend proceeded from the 
Judai^ing Christians in Eome, and was meant to give Peter the pre- 
ponderance over Paul, it is difl&cult to imderstand how it was not 
at once and strenuously contradicted by the Pauline party at 
Eome, and how the Pauline Cajus could be one of the chief author- 

1 Lehrb. d. Kirchengesch., vol L 2d Ed. 1827, p. 189. 

2 Hist. Krit EinL in das A. und N. T., Part V. p. 2690. 
* Encyclop. of Erscli and Gruber, Part XVIII. p. 42. 

^ In the paper on the first residence of the apostle Peter at Eome in the Eleine 
TheoL Schriften, 1825, p. 143 sq. An arbitrary habit of wresting the statements 
of authorities from the context in which they occur, and allowing them just so 
much weight as suits the hypothesis to be established, is a prominent feature in 
Mynster's essay. 

^ Planting and Training, L 379. 

Lehrb. d. Kirchengesch., 4th Ed. 1844, p. 103. 
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ities in favour of it. This requires no further notice aft^r what ^e 
have akeady said.^ Mayerhoflf^ gives his decided adhesion to my 
view and to the arguments on which it is based, while Olshausen' 
as decidedly opposes it Of those who have given the weight of 
their authority for or against the legend without having thoroughly 
investigated the question, I name here Schleiermacher^ and De 
Wette,' who both take the negative side. In the Catholic church, 
Windischmann' and EUendorf may be mentioned as having lately 
expressed their views on a question of such importance for their 
Church. The former seems to be excited by Protestant contradiction, 
and does battle for the truth of the old tradition with all the fervour 
of Ultramontane partisanship. But as for the conflict of authorities 
he has nothing better to allege than that Peter resided in Eome 
more than once, first between 42 and 51, and then between 64 and 
68. The latter of these two writers brings his historical critical 
investigation to this result : ** Peter may have been at Bome ; it is 
possible that he was there about the year 65 or 66. But it is 
nothing more than possible, and the opposite is equally likely, or 
even more likely. Nor can we take it ill of Protestants, if they 
foUow the proofs offered by Holy Scripture, and by the earliest 
fathers, Clement and Justin, and hold Peter^s residence at Bome, 
with all that is connected with it, to be a story drawn firom the 
Apocrypha. Peter's residence at Eome can never be proved." 

1 Cf. voL L p. 262. 

> Hist Erit. EinL in die Petrin. Schriften, 1835, p. 73 »q. 

' Cf. voL L p. 247 »q", where Olshaasen's objections are met. On the asser- 
tions of Credner and Bleek, who are also defenders of the legend, compare my 
Abh. Uber den Ursprung des Episcopats, Tttb. Zeitschr. fttr TheoL, 1838, H. 3, 
p. 45 sq, 

* Yorlesungen ttber die Eirchengesch. (Sammtliohe Werke, zur TheoL Part IL), 
p. 69 : *< I am one of those who disbelieve the entire story of Peter's residence 
at Eome." 

^ EinL in das N. T., p. 314 : <* The alleged fact is essentially improbable. The 
legend seems to owe its existence to an effort made on the part of the Jndmo- 
Christians of the influential chnrch at Rome, to prove Peter to have had a share 
in the foundation of that church." 

* Yindiciae Petrinae, Begensburg, 1836. 

^ 1st Petrus in Rom und Bischof der riJmischen Kirche gewesen ? Darmstadt^ 
1841. 
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APPENDIX 11. 

COMPAMSON OF THE PAUUNB DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATIOIT 

WITH THAT OF JAMES. 

[Supplement to Part in. Chapter in.] 

The main doctrinal position of the Epistle of James : ef efyytov 
tiKavovrai, avOptoiro^, Kot ovk €/e 7r«rTea)9 fiovov, ii 24, is the 
direct opposite of the Pauline doctrine as it is stated, Eom. iii 28, 
in the proposition, SixaiovTai irUrrev avOptoiro^t X©p*^ efyywv 
vofiov. It cannot be denied that between these two doctrines there 
exists an essential difference, a direct contradiction. It may be 
urged that James says no more than ovk €k irloTea)^ fiovov, that 
he thus refers StKaiovaOai not exclusively to epya, but' partly at 
least to TTwrrw also. But the Pauline proposition, on the other 
hand, distinctly excludes epja and refers hucaiovaOai to that very 
faith of which James says that without ep^^a it is nothing, forms 
no element of the religious life at all. Those works, then, which 
Paul altogether repudiates are with James the ground of iiKamva- 
6cu ; and that faith which with James has no religious value what- 
ever apart from epya, is with Paul the principle of SiKatovaOau 

That the difference between Paul and James may not appear to 
be one of principle, it is generally assumed that they do not use 
the terms in question in the same sense : this is asserted either of 
SLKOMvaOat or of ttIoti^ and epya, and this difference in the use 
of terms is said to be quite consistent with agreement in thought 
on the main point at issue. One simple way of saving the 
harmony of the two apostles was to take the word SixaiovaOai 
not in its Pauline sense of actual justification, but only of the 
manifestation of that which must flow from justification. Thus 
Calvin remarks on James ii. 24 : Certe Jacobus hie docere non 
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yoluit ubi quiescere debeat salutis fiducia^ in quo uno insistit 
Paulus. Ergo notanda est haec amphilogia^ justificandi verbum 
Paulo esse gratuitam justitiae imputationem apud Dei tribunal, 
Jacobo autem esse demonstrationem justitiae ab effectis, idque 
apud homines. If the main difference is placed in the word hiKai" 
ova0at, then it is not necessary to take irUri^ and cfyya in dif- 
ferent senses in the two writers. The prevailing view is, however, 
that the difference of the two is not to be sought merely in the 
word iucau)v<r6<Uy but rather in the meaning they attached to the 
words 7r/<m9 and epr/a. It is said that irlarv; means with Paul 
that faith in God which is founded upon Christ, and with James, 
merely religious knowledge as such ; and that epya are with Paul 
the works of the Mosaic law, and with James, moral and religious 
actions.^ Keander adheres to this method of reconciling the two 
apostles, if, indeed, his wavering utterances on the subject yield 
any distinct view at alL He says, first, that Paul always regards 
iriaris: alone as that through which a man becomes and continues 
to be a justified person before God, and from which all other 
elements of good are spontaneously, and by an inner necessity, 
evolved : and that Paul would never have said that faith and 
works must co-operate in order to justification. On the other 
side, however, the material difference disappears. For in this 
apostle's thought, works are the expression of fedth, and of the 
BtKau)va6a4, which faith procures, and are thus a necessary element 
of the Christian life, faith having to approve itself through the 
whole of life and conduct ; and so the apostle comes to say that 
each man will receive his due according to the deeds done in the 
body, whether good or evil, 2 Cor. v. 10. Thus the Jacobean 
type of doctrine is represented in PauL* If we are to regard these 
remarks as actually shedding light on the subject, the chief 
point in them must be this, that the €fjya of James are different 

^ Of. e,g. Pott in his Commentar zu Jak. u, ; AliTim alio sensa vocabnla iriV- 
T€G>s et Hpyav accepisse manifestam est — ^ita at in tanta argamenti diversitate 
neater neutri repagnare potaerit. 

2 Planting and Training, ii. 23 (Bohn). 
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from those of Paul, that he means such works as proceed from 
faith, and are the fruits of faith. But Paul does not distinguish 
two kinds of epi^a ; he says quite broadly that it is impossible to 
SiKatovaOai by them. This must apply to those that proceed from 
faith as well as to others ; for if they proceed from faith, then 
faith is there already, and with faith justification : so that they 
cannot have been the means of justification. 

Kern was thus perfectly justified in asserting that the diflfer- 
ence between Paul and James is one of principle, and cannot be 
got rid of. James, he says, could never have made Stt/caiovcOai 
depend on epja, had not his notion of justifying faith been limited 
to faith as it manifests itself in action. Kern brings the 
difference to a point in the following propositions : with Paul, 
faith, because it is the faith which justifies, is the source of good 
works, of morally good conduct ; with James, faith, because it is the 
source of good works and proves in them its own vitality, is the 
faith that justifies. With Paul justification is conditioned by 
faith, or justification and faith are both present together in the 
man who is justified by faith, and in faith works proceed from 
justification. With James justification is conditioned by moral 
conduct ; here we must not even use the expression '' by faith and 
by the works which it brings forth;" for this would separate faith 
and conduct fix)m each other, which from the Jacobean standpoint 
is an inadmissible distinction; justification proceeds from works, 
in which faith proves itself a living faith. With Paul faith is re- 
garded in the light of its origin and essence as the attitude of soul 
' in which man is occupied entirely with his relation to God in 
Christ, and refers himself entirely to God, sinking all reference to 
himseK or to his neighbour. Faith, being such, was of course for 
Paul the only possible channel of justification. In one aspect he 
could connect justification with love ; for the beginning of love is 
present in that movement of the heart towards God which springs 
from confidence in his grace and seeks to appropriate it But 
even in this case what the apostle has in view is simply and ex- 
clusively man's relation to God. Love is not considered as the man's 
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principle of action, in his private or social relations ; it is spoken 
of merely because fix)m the very nature of the moral life faith con- 
tains the germ of it. James, on the other hand, cannot conceive of 
faith but as issuing in that activity in which man brings forth 
what is in him both in reference to his neighbour, and to himself. 
To James, faith is nothing short of a principle of action, which 
man has acquired in order to act throughout the whole circle of 
his moral relations in away that is in harmony with the will of 
God. Only when faith has thus proved itself sincere, and has 
reached its fulfilment, does man receive justification before 
God. According to this theory, then, active faith passes into 
consciousness of justification. "With Paul, on the contrary, faith 
passes over from the consciousness of justification into that activ- 
ity in which it proves itself a living faith by the influence it exerts 
in the man's private and social relations.^ 

This definition of the relation the two positions bear to each 
other is in the main accurate. Yet too large a concession is made 
to the unity of the two doctrines, when it is said that the tt/otw 
of James is a principle, — a principle of action. We must go a step 
further in estimating the extent of the divergence, and assert that 
with James faith is not a principle of moral action at alL With 
Paul, faith evolves love out of itself, and shows itself active 
through love, and so faith is the principle of the practical ; it is 
the immediate unity of the theoretical and the practical ; there is 
no part of life that remains unaffected by it ; when it lays hold 
of a man it asserts its influence over every province of his spiritual 
nature. With James, faith has no practical element whatever ; it 
is never pointed out, as with. Paul, that faith is the principle of 
€pya, of moral conduct. The faith of James is nothing higher 
than the faith of which Paul says, 1 Cor. xiii 1 sq,, that the man 
who has it, and nothing more, is like a sounding brass and a 
tinkling cymbal. It was not to this faith that Paul ascribed the 
power to justify ; he says of it ovSlv a)^'Kovfiai. To this vain and 
empty faith Paul opposes the faith which justifies, as the only 

I Der Brief Jakobi, Tub. 1838, p. 43 aq. 
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true one, but the former is the only faith with which James seems 
to be acquainted. He says of faith indeed, that it awcpyel rol^ 
€pyoc<i, ii 22, so that Tr/ort? seems to be an active principle which 
cooperates to justification ; and he says that man is not justified 
by faith alone {ovk he irlareta^ fiovov, ii. 24) ; and justification by 
works is called the fulfilment of faith, ix r&v epycov reKetovrat 17 
7r/<trrt9> ii. 22. Notwithstanding all this, however, he does not 
seem to recognise any inner connexion between iri<m^ and ep^a* 
Had he done so, then Trlan^; must have appeared as the operating 
principle of epya, and ttIotk; would then be the main considera- 
tion ; the epya would be merely the form in which the inner irlarv^ 
becomes external But how can James have conceived itIotl^ as 
standing in this relation to epya^ when he applies expressions to 
it which deny that it has in itself any life and activity, qualities 
which, had it been a principle, it must of necessity have had? 
That cannot have the rank or importance of a principle, which, as 
is said of faith in unmistakable terms, is dead for all further pur- 
poses, is devoid of strength or life, and must be likened to a body 
that is without spirit, without any principle of animation (ii. 
20-26). And how cotdd James have attributed SixatovaOai simply 
to epya, if epya were themselves to be referred to irioTL^ as their 
principle, 90 that their power to justify was derived from irlxm^ ? 
It is evident that epya and they alone are regarded as real and 
substantial ; they are not merely a form in which a substance 
derived from something else that is greater is deposited ; they are 
what they are immediately, of themselves and in virtue of their own 
nature, not merely the Outward of a different Inward, such as faith 
would be. It is true that James places tt/o-t*? by the side of epya 
and even makes ttIoti^ the presupposition of epya, but what does this 
amount to ? It amounts merely to this : that faith is present as well 
as works, but no more is asserted than that it is present. The aw- 
epyelv of which he speak s signifies nothing more than this : that 
irloTL^y mere theoretical knowledge, is a concomitant element of 
the religious consciousness, of which, however, works are the sub- 
stantial form. The view implied rather than stated here is one 
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accordiBg to which the theoretical and the practical, knowledge on 
the one hand, and on the other the action which is in perfect har- 
mony with will, do indeed stand side by side, but are quite un- 
mediated with each other. Each exists for itself, and forms a 
sphere for itself beyond which it does not pass, and being thus 
unconnected with each other, they actually fall asunder. The 
unity is not reached in which the two sides are embraced and 
harmonized. It is by no means the case here, as with the Pauline 
conception of fedth, that the theoretical and the practical are felt 
to form a unity, the latter being contained implicitly in the 
former, and being related to it as the outer to the inner. And if 
this interpenetration of the theoretical and the practical be wanting, 
and with it that unity of the spirit which the two ought to com- 
bine to form, if the two elements stand side by side without being 
mediated with each other, then, of course, the practical must 
appear to be the immediate and the independent, and the centre 
of gravity of the religious consciousness must fall on the side of 
the practical This is plainly stated in the proposition that re- 
ligion consists essentially in willing and in action, or that no 
BiKolcixn^: is possible, save what comes through €^70. Only epya 
are reckoned to be real and objective, since they are what exists 
in the state of actuality. Now this amounts to saying that only 
what exists outwardly, empirically, to the senses, is true and 
actual This outward existence, however, necessarily presupposes 
other existence in a diflferent form, that is, in essence ; and even 
the Jacobean view recognises that epya come after and presuppose 
7r/(rrt9. But the characteristic feature of the position is that what 
is in essence is held to be the unreal, the empty, the shadow, which, 
existing as it does in essence is held unimportant, and scarcely 
worth considering. Thus with James the relation of irlari^ to 
ep^a is this, that irloTi^ has scarcely any real existence in itself 
at all, that it is only in e/yya that it begins to exist truly and 
actually. The Pauline doctrine of justification takes us to the 
very opposite pole; here everything actual has reality only in 
virtue of that which it is in essence. IlLm^ is what epr^a pro- 
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ceed from and presuppose ; and the value of epr^a consists entirely 
in iriari^) this is the substantial element in them, this is the 
main point in question, and epr^a are, as it were, a mere accidens 
of 7r/<rTt9. Not that which exists externally, but that which is essen- 
tially, is true and real; and only that which can be conceived as being 
in essence can truly exist, as with Paul epya are true, actual epya 
only inasmuch as they are operations of irloTL^, Eegarded from the 
one standpoint epr^a have their absolute value in themselves; they are 
for themselves the absolute, and the fact must be overlooked that 
as material phenomena they are and must be finite and imperfect. 
Eegarded from the other standpoint, the ep^^a appear as the parti- 
cular, and bear a negative and inadequate relation to their own 
essential conception. This negative character of the particular 
must be constantly corrected by a reference to the imity of the 
whole, namely to faith, the moral disposition which is the totality 
of the particular actions. The contrast of the Jacobean and the 
Pauline doctrine is thus not merely that of the Judaeo-Christian 
and the opposite school of Christian thought : it is the contrast of 
the empirical and the speculative. Paul rises in his doctrine of 
faith from the empirical consciousness to the spiritual ; starting 
from the position that works as the particular can only be finite, 
inadequate, and negative, and that the consciousness of the ab- 
solute, if there be such a thing, cannot reside in works themselves 
but must be something beyond and above them, he rises to that 
which is essential, and which works presuppose. This is faith ; 
it is as a unity, as a totality, what works can only represent in a 
finite, ioadequate and negative way. Looking at the doctrine of 
James from this point of view, we cannot but consider it a retro- 
gression from that of PauL When James puts Bi/caLovaOaL ef 
€pya>v in place of the Pauline SixacovaOai i/c iriareax;, he ascribes 
to works that absolute value which faith has with PauL The 
reason why Paul denied BtKaiovaOai to epya was that there was 
nothing absolute about them, and that they could only stand in 
an inadequate relation to ZLKaiovaOau Now what does James do 
but vindicate for works that absolute character which, according to 
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Paul, they cannot possibly have ? They could not have this ab- 
solute character except in virtue of their unity with faith, and 
thus the absoluteness of works would not belong to works but to 
faitL This absoluteness of faith, however, is just what James 
denies. He must therefore place the absoluteness which works 
must have in their reference to Sixaiova-Ocu in the works them- 
selves, regardless of the proof that has been given that works can- 
not as such have any absolute valua What is this but going 
back to a position which Paul had already overcome ? The ab- 
solute standpoint of Christian consciousness which Paul took up 
in his doctrine of faith is degraded again to that of Judaeo- Christi- 
anity, at which a value is ascribed to works, which from their 
very nature they cannot possibly have. The spiritual conscious- 
ness of faith is made to retreat before the empirical consciousness 
of works. 

But though the account here given of the relations the two doc- 
trines bear to each other be accepted as satisfactory, the further 
question will remain, whether the Epistle of James is to be regarded 
as an intentional denial of the Pauline doctrine. This question is 
so important for the history of Paulinism that we feel bound to 
devote some attention to it. Schneckenburger^ and Neander^ have, 
as is well known, maintained that this is not the case. Neander 
asserts that the proposition of James, which most scholars 
9eem constrained to regard as a denial of the Pauline doctrine 
of justification, belongs to quite a different province of religious 
life from that doctrine, and is aimed at a tendency of the Jewish 
mind, at the dead faith of Jewish religiosity. " It is mere imagina- 
tion," Neander says, " to suppose that James alludes to the expres- 
sions and the illustrations of PauL And is this allusion, if such 
it be, so very striking ? Let it be remembered that the Pauline 
phraseology arose out of Judaism, from the Judaeo-HeUenic use of 
terms, — it was by no means made up of new expressions, but often 
simply appropriated the old Jewish terms, employed them in new 

1 Annot. ad Epist. Jac. 1832, p. 126 sq., BeitrSge zur EinL in's N. T., p. 196 sq. 
^ Planting and Training, i. 357 sq. 
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combinations, applied them to new contrasts, and animated them 
with a new spirit. Thus neither the term SiKavovaOac in referfence 
to God, nor the term irLm^, was entirely new ; both of these ideas 
had long been familiar to the Jews. And the example of Abraham 
as a hero of faith must have been obvious to every Jew," etc. All 
this is very weU known, and no one denies it ; but what does it 
prove with regard to the position to be assigned to the Epistle in 
the history of the primitive Church ? With regard to this, the 
only question we have to ask is, whether the onesided and perverted 
religious position which James denotes with the formula hiKaL- 
owdat €K 7r/<7Te(ii)9 can be regarded as a phenomenon which stands 
' in any natural connexion with Judaism. And this question must 
undoubtedly be answered in the negative. Abstract notional faith, 
such as the term Bixaiova-Oai ex TrloTeox; may denote when used 
in a bad sense, was never one of the leading errors of the Jewish 
religion. It is true that faith is an important feature of the Jewish 
religion, faith, that is, in the One true God, or the yivcoa-xeiv 0€ov, 
by which Judaism is distinguished from heathenism, This faith, 
however, is an essentially practical thing ; it is essential to it that 
the knowledge of God should always be accompanied by the worship 
of God through all the religion^ actions which are prescribed in the 
law. Judaism is no mere speculative monotheism : it is the religion 
of the one true God who has revealed himself in the law ; and as 
the law demands, according to the very conception of its nature, to 
be observed and kept, so action in conformity with the law is the 
very essence and the distinctive characteristic of the Jewish reli- 
gion. Thus except where confusion arose from the invasion of 
foreign elements, the main errors of the Jewish religion were not 
errors of theory, but of practice ; the form of religious life was 
determined by the law in its various aspects and demands. Now 
it is certainly possible that the main error of a legal religion such 
as Judaism may consist in the mere knowledge of the law being 
regarded as the most important point. But the law being in its 
very essence a thing to be practised, knowledge thus divorced from 
action cannot be considered a peculiar development of the legal 

XJ 
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religion, but must be considered as simply irreligion. The dead 
knowledge of the law and the empty learning of the Scribes which 
Neander cites is not a fonn of religion, but an utter want of the 
true religious life. Now, even though SiKatovadac ex 'Trlareax; were 
a mere onesided development of Judaism, there must yet be some- 
thing in it that might possibly become the principle of a definite 
direction of religious life. But no man could ever propound it as 
a principle to be seriously accepted and acted on, that mere know- 
ledge is all that is wanted in order to satisfy the law. Where 
mere knowledge is made to take the place of action, it is not that 
a theory to this effect has been advanced or accepted ; it is merely 
that there is a deficiency of practical conduct. In no case, how- 
ever, could this mere knowledge, knowledge for its own sake 
and regardless of action, be rationally called Trurrevciv ; knowledge 
and faith are not the same, and it would be hard to see what was 
meant by faith in such a connexion. The chief aberration of the 
religious life of Judaism is not to be sought on the side of the 
theoretical ; but it is distinctly to be found on the side of the 
practical. The danger to which a religion that insists on legal 
obedience is most exposed is that action may be dissociated from 
disposition, that an action which is merely external and consists 
in the external performance of works may come to claim for 
itself a real religious value. In this regard there is no more 
notorious phenomenon in the whole history of religion than the 
legal formalism, the work-holiness, the opvs operattim of the Jewish 
religion. Neander seeks, very naturally, to introduce the notion 
of the opm operatum as an element in this discussion. He finds 
the opvs operatum, however, in such a faith in the one Jehovah 
and the Messiah as leaves the disposition unaffected; a notion 
entirely untenable, and, indeed, self-contradictory. An opvs 
operatvm, where such exists, cannot be an inward thing such as 
faith : it must be something outward, some work or performance. 
If then the BiKacovaOai ck nruTreto^y which James condemns, be a 
product of Judaism, it would more aptly be called BiKau)va0ai cf 
epiytov. But there can be no doubt that the ZtKatovaOaL &c iriareto^ 
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which Paul condemns is an error chargeable to the Jewish cast 
of religion. Thus we should have the curious fact that the Jewish 
religion is charged with two opposite errors, iiKaiovaOai Ik irlaT€a)<; 
and BtKaiovtrdai ef epy&v, by two writers who, on the hypothesis, 
are at one on the nature of the Christian iucaiovaOai, This is 
somewhat diflScult to grasp ; and it is equally difficult to see how, 
after James had denied SiKavovaOai €k Trtareo)?, Paul on the other 
hand came to deny SixaLovaOat ef epy&v. To suppose that the 
denial of Sixatova-Oai €k Tnareco^ preceded that of hiKai>ova6ai ef 
epycov is manifestly a perversion of the natural and logical order of 
affairs. The element of the Jewish religion, which must have 
excited the most lively repugnance in the fully formed Christian 
consciousness, as it appeared for the first time in Paul, was 
undoubtedly its empty confidence in outward works. From this 
it was necessary to appeal to the inner disposition, — ^to faith. Then, 
when the inward, or faith, had come to be regarded as the most 
important point, the suspicion might very naturally arise, that too 
much importance was ascribed to this part, and that action and 
practice were in danger of being neglected. And it is obvious how 
naturally this suspicion would arise in the form of a reaction 
against the Pauline doctrine of justification by faith in the minds 
of men whose whole history and habits of thought disposed them 
to place the essence of religion in the practical, or in works, 
that is to say, in th6 Judaeo- Christians who could scarcely be said 
to have left Judaism behind them. It is only in this way that 
Paul's denial of hiKaiovcOai, ef tpycov, and James's denial of S*/cat- 
ovaOai Ik iriareto^ can appear in that natural relation to each other, 
which- they must have held in the course of the advance from 
Judaism to Christianity. Christian polemic on the subject of 
BiKaiovaOai can have found the object of its attacks nowhere but 
in Judaism, as Neander cannot but allow. Now if the first object 
of attack in this controversy were SixaiovaOai i/e irlareax;, then 
(not to mention that Neander's rendering of it as an element of 
Judaism is utterly capricious and unwarranted) we should have 
this curious and unnatural state of affairs before us : that James 
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calls the Jewish BiKaiovtrOai a Sixaiova-Oai etc irlareto^, while Paul 
uses this expression of the Christian way of justification ; and that 
James calls the Christian SiKaiov<r0ai a SiKcuovtrOai e^ €py<ov, the 
expression by which Paul denotes the Jewish. In this way the 
Jewish BiKaiovaOat would be the Christian, and the Christian the 
Jewish ; the two writers would be writing of the same thing, but 
in each of the two expressions that had to be employed on the sub- 
ject, each writer would mean the opposite of what the other writer 
meant. The two expressions would thus exchange meanings, 
without a word of explanation being added, and although one of 
the two writers must have had the other before him. So unnatural 
a theory of the relation between James and Paul could only have 
been invented to serve some purpose. The reason why it was 
denied that the Epistle of James contained any reference to the 
Pauline doctrine of justification was that. this was the evidence 
that had been used to prove its later origin or its spuriotisness. 
Thus in this case also personal considerations were placed above 
considerations of fact and substance. One would have supposed 
that there was a sufficient contrast between the author of this 
Epistle, a writer so much at home in the Greek language and in 
Greek modes of thought, and a genuine Palestinian Judaeo-Chris- 
tian like James, as we know him especially fron;L the description 
of Hegesippus ; and that this would have been enough, had there 
been no other evidence, to preclude the idea that the latter could 
have been the writer.^ 

^ As the Epistle undoubtedly presupposes the development of the Pauline 
doctrine, its date cannot be placed very early. The Pauline doctrine must have 
become generally knoVn, and its opposition to Judaeo-Christianity perceived, 
before this Epistle was written. But it is not only the doctrine of the apostle 
Paul that we see to have been in existence at the time ; we find allusions to his 
Epistles, which leave little room for doubt that the author was acquainted with 
them. Compare i. 2 with Eom. v. 3 sq. ; i. 18 with Rom. viii. 23 ; i. 21 with 
Rom. xiii. 12 ; i. 22 with Rom. ii. 13 ; il 21 with Gal. iii. 6, Rom. iv. 3 ; iv. 1 
with Rom. vii. 23 ; iv. 4 with Rom. viii. 7 ; iv. 12 with Rom. ii. 1, xiv. 4. As 
for the use made of the example of Abraham, this, as De Wette remarks, Theol. 
Stud. u. Krit. 1830, p. 349, cannot be held to prove that James was referring to 
Paul's Epistles to the Galatians and Romans. Paul and his followers may have 
used the argument frequently in their oral discourses. Yet in view of such a 
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' The doctrine of this Epistle, then, must be considered as intended 
to correct that of Paul But we should not do justice to the Epistle 
nor understand its doctrinal position if we judged that this 
correction of the Pauline doctrine was the chief end for which 
it was written. What is devoted to this subject is manifestly 
only a part of the contents of the Epistle, which are in general 
eminently practical, and consist chiefly of admonitions and in- 
structions. The main characteristic of the Epistle is its practical 
tendency, and this can only be understood from the Judaeo-Chris- 
tian standpoint from which it is written. What we have here is 
no longer the original harsh and rigid opposition of Judaism to 
Christianity, as we meet it in the Epistles of our apostle ; the 
opposition has softened down, the harsher demands of the law are 
now departed from. There is nothing here to remind us of the 
Judaeo-Christianity of James, a man whom we know from GaL ii 

series of analogous passages it beoomes more probable tbat there was such a 
reference. A curious circumstance is the appeal made both in this Epistle and 
in that to the Hebrews to the example of Rahab ; James ii 25, Heb. xL 31. Be 
Wette observes very truly : — " It is very improbable that the idea of quoting 
Bahab as an instance of faith occurred to any other mind than that of the writer 
to the Hebrews ; it is not faith that she is celebrated for in the Old Testament, 
and her character is not above suspicion. The peculiar train of thought, however, 
which that writer was pursuing led him to exalt her as a heroine of faith. It is 
therefore extremely probable that James made use pf this Epistle, and this very 
obvious fact could scarcely be denied on the evidence that properly belongs to the 
subject. The reason for refusing to accept it must be drawn from some foreign 
motive, or must consist in mere prejudice. Let each man lay his hand upon his 
heart, and ask himself whether, if the deductions to be made from this fact were 
such as suited him, he could continue to deny it." Neander^s reply to this consists 
in the question whether the allusions are so obvious after alL It is always 
possible to put such questions, but they do not conceal the underlying subjective 
interest and motive, which Neander indeed almost acknowledges, to make the 
Epistle of James earlier than PauL Every unprejudiced person must see that an 
Epistle which contains references to that to the Hebrews must be post-Pauline. 
Compare De Wette's Kinl. in d. N. T., p. 310, where the true verdict on the 
subject is given : — '* The signs of later composition which the Epistle itself contains 
are abundantly sufficient to prove that it was not written by James the brother 
of the Lord, but by a later author who assumed his name. The fiction of which 
he availed, himself, and of which moreover the unepistolary form of address is an 
additional feature, was one not uncommon in antiquity. This view is not new 
to the church, and it is only narrowness and timidity that will be startled at it 
now-a-days." 
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to have been impregnated with all the obstinacy of traditionary 
Judaism, and to have been the uncompromising upholder of every 
Jewish institution, even of circumcision. Christianity is indeed 
regarded as a i/o/m>9, but it is a i/o/i09 which has cast off the 
yoke of ceremonial Judaism ; all that the expression is meant to 
convey is the idea of religion as moral action, as practical conduct. 
It 'can never cease to be considered an essential element of religion 
that it is a practical thing and must go forth in moral and religious 
action or works : and this, the main substance of the religion of 
the Old Testament, is asserted to belong to Christianity as welL 
This suggests to us that though Christianity was at first identical 
with Judaism in the eyes of the Judaeo- Christians, it had by the 
time when this Epistle was written passed through a certain pro- 
cess of development, and had thus reached a stage much later in 
time than that of GaL ii. And when the writer calls the law the 
vofjLo^ TcKeu)^ T^ €\€v0€pia<:, we see plainly enough the influence 
that Pauline Christianity had been exerting in this quarter. The 
Judaeo-Christian writer of the Epistle has come to entertain the 
idea of freedom, an idea which can have signified nothing but the 
liberation of the consciousness from everything which appeared 
from the Christian point of view to be the yoke of Jewish bond- 
age : and it was the apostle Paul who first introduced this idea 
into Christian thought. This standpoint, belonging as it did to the 
more educated Christian consciousness, was one which James was 
far from having made his own, for we must not form our estimate 
of his position from the Paulinizing account of him given in the 
Acts. Nor can any one who has conceived even a tolerably rational 
view of the history possibly consent to regard that Judaeo-Chris- 
tianity which had passed through the Pauline process of develop- 
ment, and the original Judaeo-Christianity which rejected the 
root-principle of Paulinism, as belonging to the same group or 
epoch, or to disregard the wide gulf that lies between the two. It 
is urged by Neander that the readers of the Epistle were none but 
Judaeo-Christians and as such neither inclined nor able to attach 
themselves to Paul or to assimilate the Pauline system. This may 
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be so ; yet they are not by any means unaffected by the Pauline 
view of the law : the great concession is an accomplished fact, that 
Judaism is to dispense with several of its most important institu- 
tions for the sake of the alliance with Christianity. The main 
point is now to maintain Judaism on its spiritual side, as 
the religion of practical conduct or moral action. Eegarded in this 
way the Epistle of James presents to us that form of Christianity 
in which it was based upon Judaism indeed, but Judaism spiritual- 
ized and released from its positive forms, and was conceived as 
mainly a practical religiousness. Pauline Christianity devotes its 
energies to the discovery of, and engrossment in, what is deepest in 
the Christian consciousness ; it is aware of a certain tendency to 
speculation ; it seeks to become a comprehensive theory, and to 
grasp the contents of Christianity in the light of its absolute idea, 
as represented in the person of Christ. It is not content with a 
simple declaration of the forgiveness of sins as a Christian truth, it 
seeks to explain how the fact is possible, and by what ways and 
means it is brought home to the consciousness. It recognises and 
asserts that the true essence of Christianity is found only in the 
history and the person of Christ ; but it does not rest in this as a 
fact declared ; it seeks to apprehend the person of Christ in its 
highest, its absolute significance. The standpoint of the Epistle of 
James is an entirely different one. Here the peculiar Pauline 
ideas of the death of Christ and its atoning virtue, of the Holy 
Spirit as the principle of Christian consciousness, and the subjective 
appropriation of salvation, and of the person of Christ, are left out 
of sight, not merely because they do not happen to come in the 
writer's way (being however presupposed, as it is said), but because 
they lie entirely outside of his sphere of vision. The higher 
dignity of Christ is but barely hinted at in the expression Xpiarix; 
rrj^ Sofj79, ii. 1. This is the only passage in the Epistle where 
Christ is named, so different is it in this respect from those of 
Paul. Nofw^ and Kvpio^ are no more than mentioned, and the 
latter in so indefinite a way that Kvpio^ may be understood of God 
as well as of Christ. We see here what an Old Testament and 
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deistical thing, so to speak, Christianity would have become, if this 
had been the only channel of its development. There is no living 
impulse here to develop organically the specific Christian element 
as it is contained in the idea of the person of Christ : what is 
specifically Christian fades away into general religion, of which 
the practical is the substantial element Christianity is indeed 
the word of truth (i 18) ; not however as the eternal Logos, in 
the absolute idea of whom the Christology of Paul finds its satis- 
faction, but as the principle of a new moral creation and regenera- 
tion, through which it is to operate practically in moral conduct 
and action. As then Pauline Christianity, following up its theoreti- 
cal tendency and going back to the inner principle of Christian con- 
sciousness, reaches a point where it seems directly to conflict with 
this mainly practical interest, it is inevitable that these two ten- 
dencies, the Pauline and the Jacobean, starting as they do from 
opposite poles, should at this point come into collision. This point 
is reached in the doctrine of justification by faith, as Paul propounds 
it ; the opposition lurking in the two tendencies from the begin- 
ning appears in all its force in the conflicting statements : StKatov- 
rat avBptoTTo^ ef epytov, and Bi/ccuovrat Ik irioTeto^. 

Let it not be supposed, however, that this correction of the 
Pauline doctrine of justification was the writer's sole object in 
composing his Epistle. Had this been the case, the subject must 
have occupied a much more prominent position in the Epistle, and 
been distinctly marked as its principal topic. It is clearly its con- 
nexion with the rest of what he has to say that leads the writer 
to take up this point It is not hard to discern that the task the 
writer proposed to himself was to give a systematic view of Chris- 
tian life as it appeared from the peculiar standpoint which he 
occupied with his particular form of Judaeo-Christianity ; to show 
what form and aspect Christian life with all its parts assumed in 
the light of such views as he held. Now as this standpoint was a 
thoroughly practical one, for the character of the Jewish religion, 
with which Christianity is so intimately blended here, made this 
a thing of course, it is natural that the Epistle should be occupied 
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mainly with the principal elements of practical moral life, as it dis- 
plays itself in Christian actions and endurance. The Christian is 
to be exhibited here — in the character he wears from this point of 
view, as an dvrjp rekeio^; and the perfection of Christian life — which 
can be nothing but an epyov reXeiov. The whole contents of the 
Epistle may be very simply and naturally arranged in the light of 
this idea. But we do not enter further into these details, our ob- 
ject in making these remarks being simply to show the relation 
borne by the doctrine of the Epistle to that of Paul, and to restore 
the Epistle to its place in the history of the early development of 
Christianity, from which it has been removed by unfounded and 
arbitrary assumptions. 
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THE TWO EPISTLES TO THE THESSALONIANS : THEIR GENUINENESS AND 
THEIR BEARING ON THE DOCTRINE OF THE PAROUSIA OF CHRIST. 

[Supplement to Part il Chapter vn.^] 

Dr. Lipsius has lately returned to the discussion of the First 
Epistle to the Thessalonians, and has referred to my criticism of 
it^ He is of opinion that it is possible to accept my account of 
the peculiar characteristics of the Epistle without being shut up 
to my conclusion with regard to its genuineness. All that is 
needed for this end, he thinks, is a correcter view of the object of 
the Epistle. "The marks of a controversy against Judaism, of 
which the Epistle contains a considerable number, have never yet 
been plfiiced in the right light. The apostolical dignity of Paul 
has been impugned or threatened, and his object in celebrating 
as he does the praises of the Thessalonians is to draw attention to 
the success of his labours among them as the best evidence of his 
apostolical calling. The passage ii. 3 betrays a distinct personal 
interest of this nature. He had been charged, and this attack can 
only have come from the Jews, with rrXavrf, aKoOapala, SdXo^;, and 
doubts had been raised as to the purity of his motives. The 
Epistle carries us back to the tinie when Paul had just founded 
the churches of Macedonia. His repeated appeals to the Thessa- 
lonians as to the effectiveness of his preaching send the divine 
origin of his doctrine, his eagerness to defend himself against the 
imputation of impure motives, the description of his unselfish con- 

1 From the TheoL JahrbUcher xiv. 1855, p. 141 sqq. Cf. above, p. 97. 

2 In the Studien und Kritiken 1854, p. 905 sqq. : Ueber Zweck und Yeranlas- 
sung des ersten Thessalonicher briefs. 
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duct, by which he rebuts the charge, and the statement to which 
he recurs again and again, that he does not aim at the applause 
of men, all this reminds us of the closely analogous situation of 
the Corinthian Epistles, especially the second. But the chief 
interest of the First Thessalonian Epistle is derived from the fact 
that the opposition to the apostle is not yet so pronounced and 
definite as we find it in those to the Corinthians. The opposition 
party has not yet taken shape, but the elements of it are already 
discernible, and the apostle sees the storm brewing. In these 
circumstances he had to take measures as far as possible to fortify 
hid own position against the libellous attacks of his enemies, and 
to secure the church he had founded from inward disorder and 
dismemberment." 

The chief point that criticism has to consider in the case of the 
first of these Epistles is undoubtedly the striking resemblance 
' which, as I have already shown, it bears in a number of passages 
to the Epistles to the Corinthians. Dr. Lipsius does not deny the 
fact of this resemblance ; but he differs from me in holding this 
Epistle to be the original, while I hold it to be the copy. We 
have thus to inquire whether we can reasonably consider the cir- 
cumstances spoken of in this Epistle to be the .beginnings and 
elements of the similar, only more fully developed set qf circum- 
stances which we find in the church of Corinth, or whether there 
is anything to show that they have been adopted for literary 
purposes, such as a later author writing under the assumed name 
of the apostle might think himself justified in promoting in this 
way. I am decidedly of opinion that the latter is the case. 
Eepeated investigations of the subject have confirmed my convic- 
tion that the passages in question in the Thessalonian Epistles 
give us nothing that is primary or fresh or self-evidencing; that 
they are the copy of an original, that the features of the original 
have lost much bf their clearness in being reproduced for another 
circle of readers, and that only by going back to the original is it 
possible to infuse life and reality into these fainter outlines. I 
shall seek to prove this' in detail 
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The Epistle begins, after the Pauline greeting, and benediction, 
with almost the same words as 1 Cor. L 4 : eixapurrovfiev t£ Oe^ 
irdvroT€ irept iravrav v/i&Vf and with a thanksgiving, as in the 
Corinthian Epistle, for all the blessings conveyed to the Thessa- 
lonians through the gospel that had been preached to and received 
by them. The contrast drawn, i. 5, between X0709 and Svvafu^ 
shows the author to be moving in the same circle of ideas as the 
apostle in the first chapters of First Corinthians, though he merely 
extracts the general drift of ideas which there appear in much 
greater detail. The words : Sn to eva/fyeKiov rjfju&v ovk eyemjdi] 
eU vfia^ €v \o^^ fiovov dWa koi ev Stfvdfiei amounts precisely to 
what the apostle says in a connexion which gives the statements 
far greater force and meaning, 1 Cor. ii 4 : Kot 6 Xayo9 fiov /cat to 
/CTjpvyfid fiov ovtc ev ireiffoi^ ao<l>ia^ \oyoi^ aX\' ev aTroBel^ei 
TTvevfiaTo^ Kot SwdfieoD^, etc., and iv. 20, ov yap ev \dy^ 17 
fiaaiKeia tov Oeov, oXV ep SwdfJLei. At 1 Cor. xi 1 the apostle 
sums up his exhortations in the sentence : fUfjur/Tol fiov ylveaOe 
KaOaxi eyo) Xpurrov ; but, 1 Thess. i 6, this imitation is spok^i of 
and praised as a thing the Thessalonians had already practised. 
They are extolled for the pattern they had given and which had 
already attracted attention far and wide, 1 Thess. L 7 $q.: d<l> 
vfjL&v yap €^7p(i]Tai 6 Xdyo^ tov Kvpiov ov fidvov ev Ty Maxehovla 
Kai A')(ala, aWa koI iv iravri TOTnp rj irum^ rf irpo^ tov 0&)V 
€^€\i^\v0€v, just as the apostle says in praise of the Eoman 
Christians, Bom. i 8 : Stl rj iriari^ vfi&v KaTo/yyeKKerai, €v iravrl 
T& KoafjLfp. But what reminds us more than anything else of liie 
peculiar tone of the Corinthian Epistles is the reference, in- 
troduced with such earnestness, to the manner of the apostle's first 
appearance among the Thessalonians, and to the evidence their 
own consciousness must furnish of the success of his labours. 
Compare 1 Cor. iL 1, Korfm eXOayv Trpo? v/tS?, dBel^l, fJKJdov ov, 
etc., verse 3, kcu eya — eyevofirfv irpo^ vfia^: iii 1, luu ey«, 
dSeX/fm, OVK ^Sw^Orfv \a\^aai vfilv, etc. This appears even 
more markedly in the Second Epistle, especially i 12, 17 yap 
Kavj(ri<n<i ^^fi&v avTf) eari, to fiapTvpiov Trj^ awetSTJaew^ r/fjbwv, 
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etc., ill 2, 8q. eta The passages analogous to these in 1 Thess. are 
L 9 : avTQi yap irepi '^fi&v dirayyeWovaLV, oirolav elaohov ea^ofi^ev 
irpo^ vfia^ > ii- 1> avroi yap oi8ar€y aS€\il>ot, ttjv ecaoBdv i]fi&v rrjv 
7rpo9 v/JLa^ oTt ov Kevrf yiyov€v\ verse 5, Ka0a>^ olSare, verse 9, 
fivrffiovevere yap; verse 10, vfj^U /jLaprvpe*:; verse 11, KaOdirep 
otSare, etc. As in the Corinthian Epistles, so here, the meaning 
and aim of all the passages of this kind is to be found in th^ 
apostle's defence of himself against the imputations of his 
opponents. In the Epistle to the Corinthians otl^er more general 
topics are made to lead up to this apology in one way and another ; 
it is intimately interwoven with the other contents of the Epistles, 
rather indirectly than directly. In the Epistle to the Thessa- 
lonians we have an abstraction from the concrete historical cir- 
cumstances of the former case, and the apologetic aim comes to 
the front and is dwelt upon for its own sake. The imputations 
against which the apostle is made to defend himself are in part 
extremely general and vague, and partly of such a natui*e that the 
falsehood of the accusation is quite obvious and scarcely needs to 
be demonstrated. What is purposely kept to the end in the 
Epistles to the Corinthians is here taken up at the very outset. 
In 1 Thess. ii 3-6, we find an echo of the last two chapters of the 
Second Epistle to the Corinthians, where the apostle vindicates his 
personal honour against his Judaizing opponents, and asserts him- 
self to be no teacher of false doctrine, no deceiver, no flatterer, 
and that his conduct has not been selfish or ambitious or over- 
bearing. As we read 2 Cor. xii. 16 sq. of Bd\q> \afielv, irKjeoveKrelv^ 
eirtfiapetvy so also here. The peculiar expression ev fidpec ehai 
especially points unmistakably to 2 Cor. xii. 1 6 : iym ov Kare- 
fidpTfca vfia^, and xi 9, iv iravri dfiapfj vfuv efiavrov errjprja'a, 
and can only be explained from these passages. When the 
apostle says. We have not sought honour from men, neither from 
others, nor from you, Swdfievot iv fidpei etvai, ea9 Xpurrov 
dirocrrciXoi, this can only mean, as it is generally interpreted, that 
he did not do this although he might quite well have assumed 
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authority and asserted his position as an apostle of Christ.^ But 
why is this conveyed with the expression ev fidpei ehai, which 
occurs nowhere else in the New Testament in this sense? The 
expression clearly ought to convey in accordance with its proper 
sense, the sense which it bears in both the passages of 2 Cor., 
the idea of burdensomeness to others, by means of oppressive 
demands on them, especially such as are dictated by covetousness 
and love of money. How is it then that irXeove^la is conjoined 
with it in this passage, 1 Thess. ii. 6, where the former expression 
is used in quite a different sense, and where the two expressions 
do not supplement nor explaia each other as in 2 Corinthians. It 
is evident from what follows that ev ^dpei elvat at once suggested 
to the author the emfiapelv of the Corinthian Epistle, verse 9 ; he 
makes the apostle ask his readers to think of his labour and 
trouble, how working night and day, that he might not be burden- 
some to any of them, he preached to them the gospel of God.- 
And here again we detect an arbitrary misinterpretation of a 
thing, which, as it occurs in the Corinthian Epistle, is quite 
natural and intelligible. The apostle Ijiimself speaks of a koito^ 
and fw'xOo^ (the only other passage where these two occur in this 
conjunction is the parallel 2 Thess. iii 8), but not in the special 
sense of a manual epya^eaOac : and in regard to the ovk em^apetv, 
what he there asserts that he did out of consideration for the 
peculiar circumstances of the Corinthian church is in the Epistle 
to the Thessalonians represented as his universal practice. The 
section 1 Thess. ii. 1 sq, presents other points of analogy with the 
Corinthian Epistles (cf. verse 2, hrapprjauLo-dfieOa with 2 Cor. 
iii 1 2, TToWy Trapprfa-iA 'xpcofieOa, and the affectionate expressions 
with which the apostle speaks of the church as a child which he 
had nursed and cherished, 1 Thess. u. 7, 11, with 2 Cor. xii. 14, 
15). Dr. Lipsius can neither ignore nor account for these 

^ The interpretation of Lipsius is quite unnatural and grammaticaUy im- 
possible. As apostles of Christ we have no need of honour from men ; on the 
contrary we are able to be in burden and trouble, i.e. to endure persecutions and 
afflictions of all kinds with an even mind. AvvdfjLtpot here, as bwdficvos GaL iii 21, 
is the pure abstract can ; what one might do but does not actually do. 
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analogies. lu the Corinthian Epistles there is never any doubt 
who the antagonists are against whom the apostle is defending 
himself; his whole argument is aimed at the Judaizing party who 
counteracted his influence in the Corinthian church. But who 
are the opponents with whom he is confronted in the First Epistle 
to the Thessalonians ? Dr. Lipsius infers from ii. 14-16 that they 
were Jews who had made a personal attack on the apostle on 
account of the gospel he preached, because he had taken up the 
position of apostle to the Gentiles. " Thus it was an opposition 
which sprang from the same grounds as the Judaizing opposition 
in other quarters. The only difference is that the opponents dealt 
with here appear to stand for the most part outside of Christianity; 
the antagonism to the apostle had not yet reached the dangerous 
stage to which it rose in Corinth about a year later, when an anti- 
Pauline party made its appearance in the bosom of the Christian 
church itsel£ It was still possible to point to the churches of 
Palestine as examples of patient endurance of Judaistic persecution. 
This could never have been the case if emissaries had already 
arrived from Judaea for the purpose of stirring up the Christians 
of Macedonia against the apostle. What Paul feared was the 
formation at Thessalonica of an opposition, a Judaistically-minded 
Christ-party; since the attacks which proceeded here from the 
imbelieving Jews had been aimed at him in Galatia by the 
Judaeo-Christian party," etc. All this is entirely destitute of 
foundation; it is entirely imaginary. The churches of Palestine 
were the head-quarters of Christian Judaism, and how can they 
ever have been exposed to Judaistic persecution? And it is a 
mere imwarranted assumption, when Jews and Judaizers are 
classed together in this way as if what is true of the one were 
true of the other also. Both were, of course, hostile to the 
apostle ; but is it conceivable that Jews expressed their antipathy 
to him with no graver charge than that of irXeove^la, etc. They 
either rejected the gospel altogether as a axavSaXov, or they hated 
the apostle for being an apostate and an enemy of the law. It is, 
on the other hand, a very curious circumstance that while the 
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opponents whom the apostle combats in his Epistles are Judaizers, 
and Judaizers only, the smaller Epistles which assumed his name 
are occupied with a controversy with the Jews, a controversy, 
however, the very vagueness and generality of which show it to 
be the product of reflection. Where shall we find a passage in 
the Epistles to the Galatiaos, Corinthians, or Bomans, where the 
apostle reproached the Jews, as he is made to do here, 1 Thess. 
IL 15, with having killed Jesus and the prophets, and persecuted 
himself, with not pleasing God, and being contrary to all men ? 
The adversaries with whom he comes in contact in his Epistles 
are of a different kind ; but at a time when Paulinism had no 
longer any conflict with Judaeo-Christianity, and was interested 
rather in finding means of accommodation with it, the apostle was 
made to write not against the Judaizers, but against the Jews. 
He could not be conceived without a contest of some kind on his 
hands, and the Jews could be made to receive all that he had to 
hurl against the enemies of the gospel And this explains the 
reference to the churches of Judaea as a pattern for Gentile 
Christians, 1 Thess. ii 14. For this also we shall in vain seek a 
parallel in the admittedly genuine Epistles. 

An analogy becomes always more undeniable the further it can 
be traced through a number of detached particulars. And this 
holds good in this instance. The next section, ii 17-20 and 
iii. 1 sq., bears very clearly the impress of the Corinthian Epistles, 
especially the second of them. It is curious how the apostle is 
said, ii 17, not merely to have wished more than once, but to have 
actually formed the intention once and again, an intention which 
only Satan had hindered, of returning to Thessalonica. How 
could this be the case so immediately after his departure from 
that city, and when Timothy, whom he had left there on that 
occasion, had just rejoined him ? How could he possibly have 
come to propose such a journey in the earlier stage of his residence 
at Corinth, and amid the stress of the anxieties and labours with 
which he was occupied and engrossed in founding a new church ? 
When we consider, however, how much there is in this Epistle 
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that is evidently drawn from the Epistle to the Corinthians, we 
are naturally led to think in this case also of the journeys and 
projects of travel which are so frequently referred to in those 
Epistles. The author adopted this as part of the plan of the 
Epistle he was writiug, without noticing the improbability of it ; 
he meant it to be simply an additional proof of the tender love 
and attachment which he makes his apostle express with so many 
phrases and ideas borrowed from the Corinthian Epistles. I have 
drawn attention to this already, but the argument may be greatly 
strengthened from what is said afterwards, iii I, about the sending 
of Timothy. The situation of the apostle which is described here 
is closely similar to that with which we are acquainted from 
2 Cor. ii. 12, vii. 6 sq. According to those passages the apostle is 
in great anxiety and unrest on account of the state of the 
Corinthian church ; he looks with restless solicitude for the news 
he is to receive from it, and in proportion to his anxiety is his 
delight when Titus comes and sets his doubts at rest with the 
assufanpes he brings of that church's continued attachment to 
him. We find alt this repeated in 1 Thess. iii 1 sq. The apostle 
cannot bear (verse 1, fju/jxert oTeyovre^, cf. 2 Cor. ii 13, ovk 
eayrjica aveavv r^ irvevfiwn fiov, vii. 5, ovSefilav etrxffKev aveacv rj 
aap^ rjfjL&v) his anxiety for the Thessalonians any longer ; he must 
have information about them ; he fears they may have been shaken 
by their afflictions. He therefore despatches Timothy to them; 
and when Timothy returns he is rejoiced and comforted with the 
tidings of their steadfastness in the faith and their undiminished 
love to him, just as in the other case by the coming of Titus 
(2 Cor. vii 6, irapeKoKeaeu rj/Ma^ 6 0eo9 iif ry irapoucla Tirov-^ 
dvaryyeKKeov rjfuv t^ vfi&v hrviroOria-Lv — &<rTe fie fiSXKov X^PV^^h 
1 Thess. iii. 6 : aprv Se ekOovro^ TifwO^ov irpo^ ^fia<: a(f> vfi&p — 
Kot evayy^Xi^afievov rjfilv — Kal ort ej(€T€ fivelav 'qfjmv — eiriiro" 
6ovvT€^ rjfm^ iSeiv — Bia rovro Trape/cKrjdrffiev, dSeXxfnn, €<f> vfilv — 

^ Compare also 1 Thess. ii. 19, rtV yap crTe(l>avos Jcavx^o"ca)ff, fj ovx\ koL vfjLtls, 
Koi fj xapd ; iii. 7, iifi ndau rj ^/^et Koi dvayicg fjii&p, with 2 Cor. vii. 4, n-oXXi) 
/ioi Kovxw^s viTfp vii&v, {m€pn€pia'a'€vofiat rg x^p$ eVl irdajj rj SkL^rei fjfjL&p. 

X 
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hrl irdar) rfj x^P9' '^ X^P^H'^> ®*^0 '^^^ disagreement of our 
Epistle with the Acts in respect of Timothy is undoubtedly due to 
the wish to give a copy of the scene of the Corinthian Epistle. In 
the Acts, xvii 14, Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea when Paul 
went from there to Athens, and rejoined him afterwards at Corinth. 
According to our Epistle, iii 1, Timothy is with the apostle at 
Athens ; it is from Athens that the apostle sends this ahe)^<; k<u 
awepyo^ (this latter' predicate is given to Titus, 2 Cor. viii 23) to 
Thessalonica, probably for no other reason than that in 2 Cor. 
the apostle is still on his journey, and his unrest and impatience 
on the journey give so eloquent and vivid a proof of his vehement 
desire for them. It is, of course, quite possible that these circum- 
stances may have occurred more than once in the apostle's life ; 
but when we find so many things repeated imder the same circum- 
stances, and the same occurrence narrated with the same words, 
we have a right to ask if the one account is not imitated from the 
other. 

The hortatory part of the Epistle, which begins in chap, iv., does 
not contain such striking analogies ; yet even here there are par- 
allel sentences, the expressions of which are very similar to those 
of the corresponding sentences in the older Epistles. Compare 1 
Thess. iv. 3, direx^cOe vfia^ d*iro rfj^ iropvela^, with 1 Cor. vi. 18, 
<f>€vy€T€ rrjv Tropvelav. The exhortation 1 Thess. iv. 4 : etSevcu 
cKaoTov vfi&v etc., is quite analogous to that given by the apostle, 
1 Cor. vii 2 sq, in regard to the conduct of married people. The 
exhortation 1 Thess. iv. 6, firj {nrep^aiveiv koX irXjeoveKTelv iv t^S 
irpdr/fiarc rov dS€\<f>ov airrov answers to the apostle's rebuke, 1 Cor. 
vi. 8, vfjbeii: aSiKecre xal diroarepelre K€U ravra aZeK^ov*;^ which 
refers to irpayfia ej^eti/ irpo^ tov erepov of verse 1. The sentences 
1 Thess. V. \^ sq: to irvev/jia firj a^ivwre, m-poffyryrela^ fjJq i^ovOe- 
v€LT€, iravra Be BoKifia^eTe, ro koKov «aT€j^€T€, are somewhat 
different in sound, but in scope and spirit they are just the same 
as the general concluding exhortation, 1 Cor. xiv. 39, 40, ^r)7u)VT€ 
TO irpo<fy/]T€V€iv, KCbi TO "KaKelv ykaycaac^ p/q KtoKvere, iravTa Be 
evo'XTIP'OVoy; koI xaTa Ta^iv yiveaOo). 
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Dr. lipsius's attempt to defend the genuineness of the First 
Thessalonian Epistle would not of itself have induced me to 
return to the question regarding these two writings, had it not 
been that I thought myself in a position to give a further contri- 
bution to the settlement of it. The two Epistles are intimately- 
related to each other by similarity of contents, certain passages 
proving that one of them must have been known to the writer of 
the other (cf. 1 Thess. ii. 9, and 2 Thess. iii. 8) ; and whatever 
verdict criticism may pass on one of them, will naturally determine 
our view of the other. The two simplest cases are that both are 
genuine or that both are spurious ; there is another possible case, 
that the one is genuine and the other spurious, but this case can 
only be proved by such a careful comparison of the two as will 
show the spuriousness of the one to result from the genuineness 
of the other, or the genuineness of one from the spuriousness of 
the other. What has to be done first of all, however, is to find 
a point from which to determine the historical situation to which 
the Epistles belong. It is easy to deal in suppositions and pro- 
babilities, greater or less, with regard to such a monument of the 
primitive church ; but what are they worth if there be no one 
fixed point for the hypothesis and combination to rest upon with 
some little solidity ? The second of these Epistles is of greater 
value in the eyes of criticism than the first, its doctrine of Anti- 
christ and of the Parousia being more definite and giving a better 
clew to the historical situation. Thus what we have first of all 
to examine is the eschatology of the chief passage of this Epistle. 
It has hitherto been considered, and I myself formerly held this 
view, that what we have in 2 Thess. ii. 1 sq, is the Christian view 
of Antichrist as it had arisen from a Jewish basis, chiefly in 
accordance with the prophecies of the book of Daniel ; described 
in the chief features which it had assumed up to that time. This 
however gave too much room to suppose that the apostle Paul 
shared in the Jewish views of his contemporaries on the subject ; 
and whatever trouble we may take to show his eschatology to be 
different from that of this Epistle, we shall always be met by the 
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assertipn that the one as well as the other lies inside the Jewish 
circle of ideas on the subject. We must therefore ask more defi- 
nitely whether in 2 Thess. ii. we do actually find ourselves entirely 
within the sphere of Jewish eschatology, such as the apostle also 
may have adopted ; or whether we do not find a view of Anti- 
christ which can only have arisen on Christian soil, and which 
presupposes events and experiences that belong to a later age than 
tha^ of the apostles. 

There can be no doubt, when we consider it, that the key to 
the chief passage of the Epistle, and therefore to the aim and char- 
acter of the whole writing, is to be found in the Apocalypse. 
The Apocalypse is the earliest writing in which we find the con- 
crete representation of a personal Antichrist; here the absolute 
enemy of Christianity is identified with the person of the Emperor 
Nero, and the picture of Antichrist is composed accordingly of 
features which are clearly enough borrowed from Nero's history 
and character. The same belief appears in the description of our 
Epistle. Antichrist is a definite person, an individual appearing 
in history at a certain fixed date ; he is the man of sin, the son of 
perdition, the adversary who exalts himself above all that is called 
God, and is an object of worship, to such an extent that he places 
himself in the temple of God and asserts of himself that he is God. 
This description of Antichrist derives seyeral of its expressions 
from the prophet Daniel (compare especially xi 36), but it also coin- 
cides with the description of the Apocalypse. The Apocalypse does 
not make Antichrist declare that he is God, but the actions of the 
false prophet who stands beside the beast all serve to represent the 
beast or Antichrist, as an object of worship, such as is due to the 
supreme God alone. Cf. Apoc. xiii. 12, 14, 15, xix. 20. And 
hnheiKvvvaL iavrov, on e(rrt 0eo9 does not refer, if accurately 
rendered, to what Antichrist says of himself in words, but rather 
to what he represents himself to be by his acts, in his whole Anti- 
christian behaviour. The difference thus comes to be that what 
the Apocalypse sets before our eyes in a succession of scenes by 
means of narrative and description, the author of our Epistle com- 
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presses into a general notion, and expresses concisely by means of 
accurate definition. There is nothing to prevent us from taking 
the Antichrist of our Epistle to be tjie same individual who is 
described more at large in the Apocaljrpse. The expressions dvofila 
and avofio<; on the one side, and vao^ rod Oeov on the other, may 
serve as an indication that we have to seek this individual in the 
circle of the heathen world. In what follows we recognise the 
views and images of the Apocalypse even more clearly.^ Anti- 
christ is the representative and organ of Satan, derives all power 
from him, and operates through false signs and wonders, through 
works of deceit, by which he plunges into destruction those who 
fall away from the truth and believe in him. Compare with 
ivapovala kot ev^pyeiav rov trarava iv iratrrj Swafiei, Eev. xiii. 2, 
eScDKcv avTw (the beast or Antichrist) o Spa/ccov rifv hvvafitv airrov 
Kai Tov Opovov axnov koi e^ovciav fieryaKijv : with aijfieia koI T6/}a- 
ra -^evSov?, what the Eevelation says of the false prophet, xiii. 13 sq,, 
that he iroiel tnifieia fieyaXa, eta, c£ xix. 20 : 6 ir6ir\(Ta^ ra arnieia 
€va>inov avTov; with the evefxyeui 'irkavTj^, through which men 
believe a lie, Eev. xiii 14, wXava tov^ tcaToucovvra^ eiri rfj^ yfj^, 
and xix. 20, ev oh errkavtice tov<: Xafiovra^ to x^'po^M^ 'rov 0f)p» 
lovy etc. The subjection of Antichrist is given differently in the 
Apocalypse, where the two organs of Satan, the beast and the false 
prophet, are at once hurled into the place of torment of the lower 
powers. The author of the Epistle represents Antichrist, whom 
he expressly describes as a man, as destroyed by the Lord through 
the breath of his mouth. This irvAfia rov arofmro^, however, is 
equivalent to the pop^ala o^eta which proceeds in the Bevelation 
xix. 15, 21, €fc TOV aTofuiTo^ avrov, and by which all the remnant 
are killed. In all these particulars the Epistle to the Thessalonians 
and the Apocalypse are substantially agreed ; and there are some 
other points in the £pistle which appear inexplicable until the 
Apocalypse explains them. The most difiBicult problem in the 

^ Kern took it for granted in his discoBsion on 2 Thess. ii. 1-12, in the Tubingen 
Zeitachrift ftir Theologie 1839, H. 2, p. 200 »q.y that the apocalyptical description 
of 2 Thess. is of a piece with the prophecy of the Revelation xiii. 3 «g., xviL 10 ^^.^ 
in which Nero returns in the character of Antichrist. 
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Epistle has hitherto been to find an interpretation for the Kare^ov 
and the /jLvanqpiov rij^ dvofiia^ which is already working. De 
Wette, for example, thinks that the mystery of iniquity should not 
be understood of any individual, but of the still uncollected and 
unformed mass of iniquity which was to assume form and person- 
ality in Antichrist, and of which the writer may have seen some 
manifestations in the opposition of fanatical Jews. But the 
expression avofila prevents us from thinking of Jews : the re- 
proach contained in the word was one for the Jews to bring 
against the apostle, not one to which they themselves were liable. 
The sense and substance of the passage are clear enough : that 
the beginnings and elements are already present of that which will 
make its appearance in full concrete reality in the person of Anti- 
christ. But why is the word fwan^piov used to express this idea, 
and wherein does this fivtrrrjpiov consist, as Antichrist had not 
appeared at all, and what had appeared, the premonitory symptoms 
of his approach, was no secret, but manifest and visible ? The 
only probable meaning seems to be this : that Antichrist was 
present in essence in the still scattered and isolated manifesta- 
tions of dvofila. This presence of Antichrist in essence is, how- 
ever, too abstract a notion ; the statement is vague and shadowy; the 
power of evil that is working in the world is not fixed to any 
definite point, the person of Antichrist is not yet present at all, 
and his personal appearance is conceived merely as the concentra- 
tion of all the various manifestations of the power of evil into a 
unity. Surely the writer must have meant something more than 
this. The difficulty is at once solved if we take the idea of Anti- 
christ in this Epistle to be that of the Apocalypse. If it be the 
emperor Nero, then Antichrist is present as a person before he is 
fully revealed in the character of Antichrist. We have to think 
of the period in describing which the Apocalypse says of the beast, 
xvii 8, ^Ti ?]v, Kol ovK eoTi, koI irapeoTOA. Nero, as emperor, has 
retired from the scene and is reported to be dead ; but he is still 
alive, and will come again as Antichrist. In this interval he is 
secretly and mysteriously active, and preparing to appear in the 
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full energy of Antichrist, as soon as his honr is come (et? to airo- 
Ka\v<j>0r]vai avrov ev toI iavrov Kaip^, verse 6). This then is the 
meaning of the words : ro yap fivarrfptov ^Si; epepyelrac rfj^ avofila^. 
Antichrist is already come, but not openly, and is preparing in 
his retirement for the period when he is to appear. The word 
fivarripLov answers this interpretation perfectly. It is used in the 
same peculiar sense as in the Eevelation xvii. 5, cf. verse 7. Here 
it is said of the woman that she has a name written on her fore- 
head as fivarripiov, namely BafivXmv ^ fieyaXr) ; the meaning of 
which is that the name Babylon is given to her only in a figura- 
tive sense, that the reader is to think of something else that is 
merely hinted or suggested in this name ; that is, that the name 
stands in reality for the city of Eome. In the same way the ex- 
pression iivarripiov avojila^;, 2 Thess. ii 7, is intended to indicate 
that dvofjLia or the worker of it, the avofio<;, stand for something 
else not stated, which is to give the notion of Antichrist an actual 
body and contents. What the word iwarripiov conveys is the 
notion of a vague hint which has to be filled up and supplemented 
by being referred to something actually existing in history. If 
this be, as we think it is, an adequate solution of the fivanqpiov 
T^9 dvofjLia^, then the Kare^ov, or as the writer says more definitely 
o Karexpavy no longer presents any dif&culty. What can it refer to 
but the intermediate government, which the Apocalypse agrees 
with our Epistle in placing between the disappearance and the 
return of Nero : the Eoman emperor who occupied the throne 
when the Epistle was written, not Galba (even the Apocalypse 
makes him the sixth, followed by a seventh), but one of the 
following emperors.^ The further definition depends on other 
considerations which we have stiU to notice. 

^ The Apocalypse makes the sixth emperor to be followed by a seventh, who is 
to be immediately sncceeded by the reappearing Kero. This limitation to the 
number seven is owing to the writer^s view that the seven hills of Kome symbolize 
the number of her rulers ; xvii. 9 at iwra K€<f>aKai enriL Zprj ctcrii/, onov ^ yvvrf 
KdBrjTai eV avr&v, Koi ^ao-tXctf cVrd eltrtv. Thus there can only be seven Homan 
emperors in all, and the seventh, the immediate predecessor of Antichrist, is the 
KaT€xo>v ; Le, the last before him. The notion of the icaT€X(ov can only have arisen 
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We must now inquire into the purpose and occasion of the 
Epistle. The writer's mind is engrossed and preoccupied with the 
Parousia of Christ, the judgment that is then to overtake the un- 
believing world, and the glory which the faithful may anticipate 
as the reward and compensation of their sufferings. He thinks it 
necessary, however, to warn his readers against the assertion that the 
day of the Lord is already come. They are not to be shaken out 
of their composure, nor to give way to terror, not even — there can 
be no doubt that this is the meaning — though some one make the 
announcement with prophetical inspiration, or appeal in support of 
it to a pretended declaration or letter of the apostle himself. They 
are to let no man deceive them by any means, nor delude them in- 
to thinking that the day of the Parousia is coming now. This must 
evidently refer to some movement that had arisen among the 
Christians. The exhortation eU to firi rax^<o^ troKevdrjvai, appears 
to indicate that something had been done already betraying a want 
of self-control and a readiness to be excited and led away. Let 
us seek for the traces of something of this kind in the history of 
the time. The Parousia is closely connected with Antichrist, and 
AjQtichrist with Nero, and thus we are naturally led to think of 
some of the pseudo-Neronian disturbances. Indeed it is surprising 
that none of the interpreters have sought the occasion of the Epistle 
in this quarter. A passage in Tacitus, which is often quoted for 
other purposes, approaches our Epistle even in its expressions and 
might well have been employed in this way, " Sub idem tempus,*' 
"Tacitus says, Hist, ii 8, of the period after the murder of Galba, 

from the view of the Apocalypse. The apocalyptical elements of the Epistle • 
have not been properly attended to. In the first chapter as well as in the second, 
we meet with the ideas and the spirit of the Apocalypse. The sufferings of the 
Christians are regarded throughout from the point of view of retributive justice. 
The result of these si^erings is to be, for the righteous, that they wiU be glorified 
and judged worthy of the kingdom of God ; while the ungodly will be punished 
to avenge them. Gompiire 2 Thess. i. 5, and Bev. vi 6 «g., viL 14, xi. 18. 

The appearing of the Lord when he comes with his mighty angels is described 
in the same way as in Rev. xix. Wsq. Compare the iv irvpi <l>\oy6s 2 Thess. i. 8, 
with the (pXo^ mp6s of his eyes, £ev. xix. 12 ; and the SyyeXoi dvvdfieois avrov, 
2 Thess. i. 7* with the (rrpaTtvfuvra ra iv r^ ovpav^f Bev. xix. 14 , 
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when Otho and Vitellius, and even Vespasian were taking up arms 
for their several interests; " Achaia atque Asia falso exterritae, velut 
Nero adventaret ; vario super exitu ejus rumore, eoque pluribus 
vivere eum fingentibus credentibusque. Inde late terror, multi 
ad celebritatem nominis erecti, rerum novarum cupidine et odio 
praesentium. Gliscentem in dies famam fors discussit/'^ Achaia, 
or Greece and Macedonia, and Asia Minor, were the chief seat of 
this disturbance, and Thessalonica was in these provinces. Eveii 
at that early date there were many Christians in these districts i 
and as the reappearance of Nero meant to them simply the coming 
of Antichrist, the terror occasioned by the report would affect 
them more powerfully than their neighbours, and may have caused 
them to behave in such a way as to aggravate the general alarm 
and confusion.^ There can be no doubt that prophets arose who 
applied the signs of the times in their own manner, and perhaps 
appealed to the Johannine Apocalypse, which was already well 
known. Pauline Christians did not fail for their part to point to 
the utterances of Paul, verbal or epistolary, in which he was held 
to have foretold the catastrophe. At the time when our Epistle 
was written, the excitement was spoken of as ra^eW a-aXevBrjvai 
ami Tov 1/009, and set down to some unscrupulous person who had 
imposed on the general credulity; the ludibrium falsi Neronis 
must thus have disappeared again, and the Epistle must have been 
written after the alarm was over. As we read of gliscens in dies 
fama, the commotion may have continued for some time, but its 
collapse was so sudden and complete (fors discussit) that there 

^ We know of three pseudo-Neros. The first is that spoken of above ; a second 
is mentioned by Zonaras (p. 578 c. of. Reimaros on Dio Oassius, c. 64, 9). He 
appeared in A.n.c. 832 nnder Titos, gained a considerable following in Asia 
Minor and the regions of the Euphrates, and sought refuge at last with the 
Parthian king. The third is he, of whom Tacitus says. Hist. i. 2, that through 
him, mota prope Parthorum arma. According to Suetonius, vita Ner., c. 57, this 
was twenty years after Nero's death. The situation of our Epistle shuts us up 
to the first of these /a2m Nerones, 

^ If the tenor was so great and general as Tacitus describes, we are obliged to 
attribute it to the Christians more than others, for this among other reasons, that 
many of the Gentiles desired the return of Nero, and must have hailed the report 
of it. Cf. Theologische JahrbUcher, 1852, p. 332 aq. 
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could be no doubt of the utter groundlessness of the whole stoiy, 
and it would naturally be spoken of as a thing of the past, just as 
we find in our Epistle. Yet we must not go too far beyond the 
date of the Neronian catastrophe ; in spite of the experience gained 
from the appearance of the false Nero, our writer does not by any 
means relinquish the belief that Nero is to reappear ; he knows 
that the fivarripLov rfj^ avofiia^ ffifq evepyelrav, and that it is nothing 
but the existence of the Karexfov, the Emperor presently in posses- 
sion of the throne, that causes his appearance to be delayed.^ 

It was important, therefore, to leam from the error that had been 
committed, and to deduce from it the principle on which the ex- 
pectations of the future are to be formed. The newly made experi- 
ence is vividly present to the writer's mind, and he derives from it 
the new criteria on which his new theory of the Parousia is based. 
The Parousia cannot take place until Antichrist has come, and 
Antichrist cannot come till after the falling away, and neither the 
falling away nor Antichrist can come until the Kar€j(o>v is taken 
out of the way. When, therefore, the ruling emperor has fallen, 
the catastrophe of the Parousia will begin. Now Galba had fallen 
already, so had also Otho and Vitellius, and notwithstanding this, 
the Nero of report had turned out to be a fictitious one. The 
several criteria here mentioned must therefore follow hard one on 
the other. With the fall of the present emperor comes Antichrist, 
with him must come the airotrraala, and this can be nothing but 
what the Apocalypse describes, xiii 4, 8, 12, the idolatrous irpoa- 

^ As the reigns of Otho and Yitellins were extremely short, the icarcxw is 
probably Vespasian, and the Epistle will then have been composed in the early 
years of his reign. It might be inferred from the KaOitrai tU rhv vahv rot) Gcov, 
2 Thess. it. 4, that the date is prior to the destruction of JemsalenL Our only 
reason for doubting this is, that the Epistle shows the Apocalypse to have been 
alread}' well known. The expression might be taken as a figurative one, formed 
after the prophet Daniel; or vahs 0€ov may be equivalent to t^itos^tov vaov. 
Even though the temple was not standing, the place where it had stood was 
considered equally sacred, as we see from the setting up of the idol under 
Hadrian. Of. the krit. unters. Uber die kan. ev., p. 606 aq. The feeling of 
sanctity attached not so much to the temple as to the site on which the temple 
stood, as the temple itself is called Sytos rdiros ; Acts vi. 13 sq,, xxi. 28. 
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Kwelv, namely, which is rendered to Antichrist at his appearance, 
when the whole unbelieving world hails him and espouses his 
causa But this criterion is not enough ; it is not easy to be certain 
whether the following that a reputed Nero gets is suflScient in 
number and of such a character as to be a sure token of Anti- 
christ. Antichrist must therefore reveal and declare himself to 
be what he is, the avdponro^ rfj^ d/iaprta^, the vlo^ oTroDXeui^, the 
dvrLK€Lfi€i/o^ Kol tnr€paipdfi€vo<; eirl iravra T^eydfievov Oeov rj ae- 
fiacrfuii &aT€ axnov €49 rov vaov rov 0€ov KaOlaav, aTroBetfcvvvra 
iauTov OTL eari Oeo^, The main point, in a word, is the airoKtCKvif}' 
Orjvat avTov ev r£ iavrov xatp^. Now what does all this amount 
to ? It is precisely the instruction and the warning that would be 
suggested by the experience just gained in the matter of the false 
Nero. That Christians were not to let themselves be imposed upon 
by any such ludibrium, nor led to think that the Parousia of Christ 
was to take place immediately ; that this belief would not be war- 
ranted until Antichrist had revealed himseK so unmistakably 
with all his proper tokens, as to leave no doubt whatever of his 
actual presence. This is all intended, it is clear, to prevent the 
recurrence in the future of such commotions, as we see from the 
historical data that the aflTair of the false Nero had excited. The 
Christian is to consider it his duty to exercise caution and presence 
of mind, and to avoid all precipitation. With regard to the Par- 
ousia, he is to regulate his behaviour and his views strictly in 
accordance with the tangible evidence of facts. 

The exhortations given in a later part of the Epistle are very 
appropriate to the historical situation we have traced. The belief 
in the Parousia could easily operate in a very demoralizing way. 
What was the use of caring for the future, or making orderly 
arrangements, if the Parousia might come at any moment and be 
the end of all ? This state of feeling could be more mischievous 
stilL There were men to whom this state of things gave a welcome 
opportunity to indulge in their natural love of disorder. There 
were such men among the Christians : faith, i.e, the right Christian 
faith, was not a thing possessed by all, as is said, iiL 2 ; there 
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were not wanting aroirov kclI Trovfjpol av6payjroc, who became a 
burden upon other people. The main part of the writer^s exhortations 
is thus directed very naturally against disorderly life, against idle- 
ness and refusal to labour. The last was the chief evil ; it arose 
from the view that all things were on the verge of dissolution. It 
was thought unnecessary to continue to work, men lounged about 
in idleness, and thought no shame to live at the expense of others, 
since those who had means would no longer be able, when the Par- 
ousia came, to make any use of them. It is those people who are 
spoken of in iii. 11 : aKovofiev yap riva^ irepvirarovvTa^ ev vfiiv 
ard/cray;, fj/rjSep epya^ofievoi/^, d\\a irepiepya^ofievov^. Hence thQ 
earnest admonition, not to go idle, but to work Qiera fiav^ia^; 
ipyd^eaOai, iii. 12), and the insistence upon the principle, that he 
who will not work, should get nothing to eat, iii. 10 ; which, how- 
ever, is not to prejudice the exercise of the Christian duty of 
beneficence towards those who are in want, iii 13. In this con- 
nexion, where the writer is recommending work for the purpose of 
self-support, and that Christians should beware of being burden- 
some to others, nothing could be happier than his appeal to the 
apostle's own example, and to the principles enuncmted by him in 
his own Epistles. Avroi yap otBare, ttS^ Sc^ fiifieUrBa^, rifjM^, etc, 
verse 7 sq. The writer is obviously thinking of the passage 1 Cor. 
ix. 4 sq. ; he very appropriately generalizes what the apostle says, 
1 Cor. ix. 1 2, that he did for a special purpose, aad imputes to him a 
wider motive : tva eavrov^ roirov 8&fi€P vfiLv ev; ro fu/ieurOat '^fia^, 
V. 9. In the sentences, /i^ awavafilyvvcOe, tva evrpcnr^ — 6 Kvpio^ 
T^9 €lp7pni<;, iii 14, 16, we find further points of resemblance to the 
Corinthian Epistles. Cf. 1 Cor. v. 9, 11 ; 2 Cor. xiii 2. 

If this interpretation of the occasion and scope of the Epistle be 
accepted, it certainly cannot be charged with any want of colour or 
point, or historical character. The situation from which it is written 
is such that we fuUy appreciate the necessity that existed for issuing 
such a piece of Christian exhortation, and the desirability of invest- 
ing it with the name of that apostle whom the Churches of those 
regions for whom it was mainly intended revered as their founder. 
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One very obvious result of the foregoing investigation, however, is 
that the apostle Paul cannot possibly have written this Epistle him- 
sel£ He could know nothing of an Antichrist appearing in the 
person of the Emperor Nero ; nor of a Kari'xfov, by whom the 
portentous catastrophe was in the meantime delayed, nor of the cir- 
cumstances which called so urgently for exhortations like those to be 
addressed to the members of his Churches. Whom could the apostle 
possibly have meant with the /vare^^cDi/ ? It is said to be more than 
probable — ^De Wette shares this view — ^that he meant the Koman 
empire or the, Roman emperor. There can be no doubt, it is said, 
that he had the book of Daniel before his mind, that the four mon- 
archies of that book represented to him the whole course of the 
world's history down to the appearance of the Messianic kingdom, 
and that he unquestionably held the fourth to be the Boman 
empire, as did Josephus and the early fathers, so that this empire 
which still existed was the only obstacle in the way of the last 
catastrophe. He had before his eyes the condition of the world as 
it then was, and his vision carried him no further. He expected 
the speedy termination of the Eoman empire, and after that the 
appearance of Antichrist, and finally, but still in his own lifetime, 
the second coming of Christ. All this, however, faUs to explain 
how he formed this peculiar conception of a Kar^x^v. The Eoman 
empire was the last ; and Antichrist might come sooner or later 
during its existence. Now if the Eoman empire, or the Eoman 
emperor, was held to be the ttwre^Vy it must surely have had some 
characteristic features showing it to be so, and contained some 
definite symptoms of the impending catastrophe. But if, as is 
generally assumed, the Epistle was written in the year 63 A.D., what 
reason was there to deem the then reigning emperor Claudius 
to be the Kariymfy the power which alone stood in the way of the 
appearance of Antichrist ? Or if the Epistle be placed at the very 
beginning of the reign of Nero, we know of nothing at that period 
that could lead any one to suppose that that Emperor would be the 
last. All that we find in this period is the general belief that the 
end of the world was near, but so long as this expectation derived 
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no special strength or colour from anything personal to the then 
reigning emperor, it is hard to see why he should be called the 
KaT€x<ov. Nor is it easy to explain why, if the apostle thought it 
necessary at that time to give such a careful and circumstantial 
opinion on the Parousia, he never returned to the subject in any of 
his subsequent Epistles. In the later Epistles he entirely ignores, 
on this hypothesis, the vivid expectation of Antichrist which he 
had awakened, when he represented him as already working in 
secret, and about to appear in the immediate future. Was it not 
somewhat strange that having presented these ideas with such 
emphasis to the Christian consciousness, he should all at once drop 
the subject; that he should have nothing to say of the many 
prophecies he had uttered and which had remained unfulfilled, and 
pass at once to the announcement of the instant approach of the 
Parousia of Christ (1 Cor. xv. 61) ? To explain all this, we are 
reminded of the narrow limits of time, which the apostle spoke of 
in his prophecy, and are even told that as the events which he 
expected from the inmiediate future, did not take place, it was 
unreasonable to expect the fulfilment of the prophecy from a future 
more remote. It is better, we are told, to acknowledge that Paul 
made a mistake, that his characteristic impetuosity made him 
imagine that he knew things which it is not given to man to know, 
not even to an apostle though filled beyond all other men with the 
spirit of Christ. If this be aU that can be said, the Epistle stands 
before us a riddle utterly unsolved. Would it not be far simpler 
to refer it to the time to which all its characteristic features 
obviously point, and to accept the conclusion that the apostle him- 
self was not the writer? But, it may be objected, how could 
another writer make the apostle say these things if he could not 
possibly have said them himself ? how could a later writer make 
him speak of Nero as Antichrist, when this theory could have had 
no evidence nor reason at the time when the Epistle was repre- 
sented as having been written ? The answer to this question is 
found in the precautions taken by the writer himself to meet it, if 
it should arise. In such a point we see very distinctly how the 
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character of such an Epistle is insensibly determined by the double 
personality of the writer. The writer is the apostle and yet at the 
same time another person ; the form of the Epistle is from the pre- 
tended, the contents from the real, author, and these two have to be 
made to harmonize in soma way. There are several things in the 
Epistle which give us a tolerably clear glimpse of an age lying 
beyond the apostle's time ; and yet these are so managed as not to 
make its apostolic authorship too palpably impossible or impro- 
bable. The special concrete individual elements of the later 
history are as far as possible generalized, as we see in the concep- 
tion of Antichrist. It is not till we take Nero to be the actual 
subject of the predicates with which Antichrist is characterized, 
that the picture appears before us as that of a real person ; and. yet 
it cannot be said that any of the traits of the picture is so specifi- 
cally Neronian as to show the writer to have forgotten the part he 
was playing. He does not mention a Karexfov without speaking 
first of TO Karexov, the abstract instead of the concrete, a phrase 
which suggests nothing more than some hindrance or other in the 
circumstances of the times. Again, we see the writer trying to 
engraft his own interests on the personal history of the apostle, and 
to keep up the fictitious personality, by asserting again and again 
that the apostle had told his readers by word of mouth, when he 
was present with him, what he was now writing, cf. ii 5 ; iii. 10. 
Thus should there be anything in the Epistle that is not quite clear, 
they are to imagine what he said orally as the commentary to it, 
and to remember that the original readers had been already 
acquainted with the apostle's meaning. The pretended apostle, as 
author of the Epistle, is thus made to assure himself again and 
again of his identity with the true apostle ; which simply shows 
that the writer felt this to be the weak point in his literary under- 
taking. In the same way the frequent allusions to passages of 
the authentic Epistles are meant to confirm us in the belief that 
t7e are altogether within the familiar circle of the Pauline ideas. 
But the more pains such a production takes to prove itself a 
Pauline Epistle (as notably in the conclusion, iii 17, 18), the 
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more reason does there appear for holding its asserted origin to be 
doubtful. 

We must now look back from the second Epistle to the first 
If we have made up our minds about the second it will be less 
difficult to arrive at a definite opinion with regard to the first. 
As we saw that the genuineness of the first is doubtful^ and as 
that of the second has even stronger evidence against it, we have 
now to inquire what, in this view of their origin, is the relation 
which they bear to each other. 

The First Epistle deals in its exhortations with a wider range of 
subjects, and is at more pains than the second to explain by con- 
siderations personal to the apostle how the different topics it 
contains came to be taken up. Yet the question of the Parousia 
is evidently the foremost in the writer^s mind, he thinks the time 
caUs urgently for instruction and explanation on the subject 
This point is kept prominently in view from the very beginning : 
even in the introduction, i. 3, the writer speeiks of the virofiovfi r^ 
€\7r/&>9 Tov Kvplov ^fi&v 'Ifjaov Xpurrov efiirpocBev rov Oeov xal 
nrarpo^ rjfi&v, i.e, the hope of his return. He calls Jesus, i. 10, rov 
pvofiei/ov f)fM^ airo rfj^ opyfj^ rff^ €p)(pfi€vrf^, and God, ii 12, the 
/caK&v Tifw,^ €(9 T7IV iavTov ficurtkeiav koI Bd^av. He speaks re- 
peatedly of the Parousia as the ultimate event which the efforts 
of Christians are to keep in view, ii 19 : rl<$ yap r/fi&v cXttW — 
€fi7rpoa-0€v rov Kvplov rjfi&v 'Ifja-ov Xpurrov — ev t© avrov Trap- 
ovaia: iii 13, €49 to arrfpl^ai vfi&v ra^ KapBia^ — €v r^ rrapova-lq 
rov Kvplov 7ffiS>v ^Irj<rov fiera iravrfov r&v arfUov avrov. When he 
comes to speak of this subject specially, iv. 13, he makes the 
transition with the same formula with which the apostle generally 
introduces the more important passages of his Epistles : ov dikofiev 
h\ vfia^ dyvoelv. On comparing the sections in the two Epistles 
which deal with the Parousia, we are struck by the fact, that 
though there is said to be a very short interval of time between 
the two, the first contains no trace of what the second treats as 
a matter of the first importance. The first seeks to reassure its 
readers concerning those who have fallen asleep, and to instruct 
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them when the Parousia is to be expected ; but there is not a 
word of Antichrist nor of the circumstances which are to herald 
his appearance. The interpreters have nothing to say on this 
point that bears the least semblance of probability. De Wette, 
for example, says that the strongly apocalyptical tendency of 
the apostle's preaching produced an extraordinary sensation at 
Thessalonica. The First Epistle did nothing to allay the excite- 
ment, but on the contrary insisted on the duty of being constantly 
on the watch for the immediate advent of Christ. The apostle 
felt it necessary afterwards to do something to cool down the 
fervour of the expectations the Thessalonians had formed. But 
this cannot surely have been necessary, for the picture of Anti- 
christ that is drawn with such care must have been a fresh source 
of agitation. But why does Antichrist come on the scene at this 
point ? According to 2 Thesa ii 5, the apostle had spoken of 
Antichrist during his residence at Thessalonica, but even suppos- 
ing the Second Epistle to be genuine, we cannot help asking why 
the First Epistle does not contain the least allusion to the subject. 
If the Second Epistle is to be fixed to the definite historical position 
we have indicated, it becomes impossible to frame any rational 
theory of the relation borne to it by the first, except on the as- 
sumption that the first was written after the second, and at a 
considerable interval after it. The expectation of Antichrist had 
died away of itself, since Antichrist had failed to appear at the 
time when everything in the Soman empire seemed to be ready 
for him. It was impossible to give up expecting the Parousia of 
Christ himself; but the longer it tarried, the more did doubts and 
questions arise on the subject, and these it was necessary to satisfy. 
This is what the First Epistle sets itself to do, and both the diflB- 
culty which it discusses, and the considerations it brings forward to 
meet them, belong to a later period. According to iv. 13, anxiety 
was felt on behalf of those Christians who had fallen asleep having 
waited in vain for the Parousia of Christ, and died before it came, 
lest, when it did arrive, they should be worse off than those who 
were living at the time. This might be (iv. 15) either by their 

Y 
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not rising again till later, or perhaps even by their continuing 
permanently in the comfortless condition of the under-world, 
which they had already endured since their death, so that there 
would be no difference between them and the heathens (verse 
13). In view of these anxieties the writer appeals to the resurrec- 
tion of Christ as the warrant for believing in a resurrection of the 
dead, and goes on to assure his readers that the resurrection of 
those Christians who had died would be the first thing to take 
place when the Lord should descend from heaven, after which those 
who were alive should be united to those who had risen, and be 
for ever with the Lord. It is very diflScult to harmonize this de- 
scription of the Parousia with the series of events connected with 
the coming of Antichrist, as the Second Epistle, following the Ee- 
velation, details them. But not to insist on this, we are forced to ask 
when Christians began to regard the case of those who had 
fallen asleep as a matter of such anxiety. If the Epistle 
be genuine and was written to the young church at Thessa- 
lonica only a few months after it was founded, how many 
K€Koni/rffi€voL could thcrc be — members of the church who had died 
after their conversion to Christianity ? The question of the pro- 
spects of their fellow-Christians who had died would naturally rise 
into prominence with the church when there came to be a con- 
siderable number who had died without seeing what all hoped that 
they would live to see, when a whole generation perhaps had de- 
parted from the midst of the Christian community. At a time 
when the Parousia and the end of the world were thought to be 
so close at hand, the idea that the Christian community consisted 
of the dead as well as of the living could only arise gradually, and 
could hardly become familiar till the continual replacement of the 
dead by the living had come to show that a new order of things 
was now prevailing. 

The apostle had indicated a belief that he himself would live to see 
the Parousia, and an author writing after his death would still make 
him express that belief, iv. 16, 17. Though the apostle had been 
mistaken, yet what he had said was true of those who did live to 
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see the Parousia. But it marks a wide departure-from the faith of the 
first Christians, — that they would be aKve at the Parousia, — when 
instead of that expectation we find it urged that it did not make the 
least difiFerence whether one became partaker of the blessings of that 
event in the ranks of the dead or of the living. The question 
whether the Parousia was to happen sooner or later was no longer 
one of paramount importance. The important thing was to cultivate 
that attitude of mind which the writer of the Epistle recommends to 
his readers, v. 1. The dogmatic significance of the question of the 
Parousia is here reduced to the practical exhortation that since the 
date of it was utterly uncertain it was necessary to be prepared for 
it every moment. This obviously implies, that a considerable time 
had passed since the Parousia began to be expected, ^dvot and 
Kcupol are spoken of, times and periods that have already passed 
without its coming, times and periods which may still have to pass 
before it comes, that is to say, simply the broad course of time, of 
which the '^fiepa Kvplov constitutes the closing scena The only 
warning issued is against those who are seduced into toogreat security 
because the Parousia is so long delayed, and who forget that the day 
of the Lord comes suddenly and unexpectedly as a thief in the night, 
verse 2. Christians must thus be exhorted simply to be watchful and 
sober ; an exhortation which shows that the Christian consciousness 
had now rejected the ecstatic and eccentric elements that entered 
into the primitive belief of the Parousia. If the Parousia be con- 
templated with composure, that means that it is beyond the im- 
mediate sphere of vision ; and the further off it is conceived to be, 
the more room is there left for the circle of Christian life and duty. 
This sphere is filled up as much as possible by our author with 
moral instructions and exhortations to irepiirarelv d^la>^ rov Oeov, 
ii. 12 ; cf. iv. 1,2. In this department as well as in the other he has 
the Second Epistle before him, and borrows precepts which are 
much more natural and appropriate' there than here ; though they 
had not ceased to be necessary at the later period. Such are vov- 
Oereiv tov<; araKTov^ verse 14, if>CkoTLfji^l<Tdai, ijcn^afetj/, TrpcuTceiv 
ra iBui, Kol €pyd^€a6at rat^ xepaii/, iv. 11, and ii 9 ; cf. 2 Thess. 
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iii. 7-12. The writer takes special care to let the reason and 
occasion of his moral precepts appear. For this purpose he avails 
himself largely of the apostolical framework of his Epistla The. 
apostle strives to stimulate his readers to be forward in the busi- 
ness of their Christian calling, partly by praising them for their 
good qualities, and partly by assuring them of his own love and 
attachment to them. 

As for the passages which have commonly been hdd to show 
the dependence of the Second Epistle on the First, it is not difficult 
to convert them into proofs of the opposite relation. (In some cases 
they are obviously extensions and exaggerations of the parallels in 
the Second Epistle, as, e,g. iv. 16-17 is simply an explanation of 
the eirurwaycoy^, 2 Thess. ii 1, and 1 Thess. v. 27, opxl^oo vfia^ 
TOP Kvpiov, etc., is an assertion of the importance of the Epistle 
similar to that, 2 Thess. iii 14, el Be ri^ ovx viraKovei, etc., only 
stronger.) And there seems to be no farther consideration of any» 
weight to be brought against the view we have sought to estab- 
lish of the origin of the two Epistles, and their relation to each 
other. The First Epistle must accordingly have been written after 
the Second, and if we accept the most natural interpretation of the 
passage 1 Thess. ii 16, we have the Epistle referring to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem as an accomplished fact^ 

^ If the Epistle be considered to be by Paul, we must say on this point that 
he regards a thing, of which he merely foresaw the accomplishment, as already to 
all intents accomplished. The grammar admits of this, but is it natural to speak 
of an event, such as the destruction of Jerusalem, before it came about, as if it 
had taken place already? The ordinary interpretation thus provides a new 
proof, that the author of an Epistle like this could not indeed forbear to speak 
6i the time in which he himself was living, but took care to choose expressions 
which should not be out of place as coming from the mouth of the author whose 
name he was assuming. 
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credibility of, 9, 13, 109, 112, 130, 
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II. 87. 
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191, 220-223. 
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authorship, I. 11, 104, 153, 191. 

conclusion of, I. 226. 
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214, 218. 
Aeons, II. 8, 10, 18 sq., 47. 
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the younger, I. 166, 224. 

Albinus, I. 166. 
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Ananns, I. 166. 
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Angels, II. 6, 29, 253 sq. 

Antichrist, II. 90, 92, 323, 330 sq. 

Antilegomena, Pauline, I. 256. 

Antiocb, I. 40, 94, 127, 133, 197. 

in Pisidia, I. 105. 

Antiochus Epiphanes, I. 168. 



Apocalypse, IL 323 sq, 
Apollonius of Tyana, I. 103. 
ApoUos, I. 192, 195, 269. 
Apostles, II. 24. 

persecutions of, I. 15 sq., 39, 165. 

miracles of, 15, 19, 28, 35, 197, 

312. 
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. elder, Judaist, 60, 131, 207, 279, 

296. 

01 boKovvT€Sy 123, 128, 288. 

dyioi, TI. 32. 
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272. 
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380. 
Areopagus, I. 177. 
Aretas, I. 110, 333. 
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Artemon, I. 368. 
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Augustine, I. 358, 367. 
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Epistle of, 144 sq, 
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Basnage, II. 292. 
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Oataphas, I. 16, 34. 
Caius, the presbyter, I. 240, 247, 248 sq. 
Calvin, I. 202 ; II. 297. 
Canon, I. 257 ; II. 98. 
Carpocratians, II. 101. 
CeUus, I. 181. 
Cerinthus, II. 28. 
Charisms, II. 172, 280. 
Chrestus, I. 342 ; II. 82. 
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prophet, I. 88. 
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Son of God, II. 124. 

second Adam, II. 214. 
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of Paul, II. 213 «^., 239 nq, 
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II. 7 «?., 35 aq. 

Christology and Soteriology, II. 31. 

death of, I. 106, 283, 368; II. 38, 

41, 126, 149, 162 aq. 

resurrection of, II. 124, 216. 

ascension, II. 124, 216. 

descent into hell, II. 15. 

second coming, v. Farousia. 

sinlessness, II. 246, 251. 

higher nature, 240 aq. 

pre-existence, 242 «g., 247. 

Christ-party, I. 271 aq. 
Christians, name of, L 94. 

5ytoi, II. 175 sq. 
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absolute religion, I. 265 ; II. 40, 

124, 126, 128, 132, 212. 

reunites the divided, II. 82 aq. 
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I. 265; II. 39 aq., 134, 182 aq., 212 

aq. 
Chrysostom, I. 178. 
Church, bride of Christ, I. 149; II. 11 

aq., 177. 
body of Christ, II. 12, 23, 37, 169, 

176. 

Pleroma, II. 11, 23. 
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CUudius, I. 342 ; II. 333. 
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Rom., I. 228, 237, 244, 278 ; II. 61, 
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as mediator, II. 63. 

Clementine Homilies, I. 88, 135, 144 ^g., 

150, 230, 231 ««7„ 358, 360, 363, 368 ; 

II. 30, 59, 83. 

Ebionitism of, I. 358. 

Recognitions, I. 293. 

Colin, II. 295. 

Colossians, Epistle to, II. 1 aq. 

Gnostic elements in, 6 aq.^ 17. 

montanism of, 22. 

heretics of, 26 aq. 

aim of, 27, 34. 

relation to Ephesian Epistle, 2 aq., 

42 aq, 
relation to the older Epistles, 9, 31, 

38 «g. 

origin of, 32, 38 aq. 

Consciousness, Christian, principle of, II. 

123. 
Corinth, I. 175 aq., 239, 247, 268. 

Paul at, 175. 

later journeys to, 315. 

parties in, 269. 

disorders, 308. 

Paul and Corinthians, 268, 312. 
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date of, 316. 
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Cornelius, I. 81 8q,, 130, 196. 

Cosmocrator, II. 19. 
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Covenant, vide Testament. 

Credner, II. 98. 

Criticism, task of, I. 1. 

D. 
Dahne, II. 117. 
Damasus, I. 367. 
David, I. 47. 
Demetrius, I. 201. 
Demons, I. 156 sq.^ 198 aq, 
gods of heathenism, I. 145, 200, 

358 ; II. 255 sq, 
demoniac possession, I. 154 «^., 198 

«g. 
Descent into hell, II. 15. 
Devil, I. 360 ; II. 226 ; cf. Demons. 
De Wette, I. 92, 126, 128, 298, 323, 

327 ; II. 1, 2, 14, 32, 33, 45, 67, 70, 
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298, 308, 326, 333, 337. 
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of Corinth, I. 178, 239, 246. 

Domitian, II. 61. 
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Dualistic view of the world, I. 86, 363, 
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360 ; II. 28. 

their view of authority, I. 360. 
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Eichhom, I. 272, 323, 347 ; II. 294. 
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Epaenetus, I. 380. 

Epaphroditus, II. 68. 

Ephesus, L 174, 200. 
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Epiphanius, I. 32, 257, 357, 360, II. 17. 
Enia-Konoi, I. 189. 
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95, 106. Origin of spurious Epistles, 

109 sq. 
Ernesti, II. 45, 50. 
Eschatology, Pauline, II. 223 sq., cf. 

Kesurrection, Parousla. 
Eusebius, I. 179, 227, 230, etc. 
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Fadus, Cuspius, I. 35. 

Faith, I. 351 ; II. 148, 150, 157, 163, 

228, 232, 235, 300. 
and Works, I. 351 ; II. 39, 136, 

300. 
Felix, Procurator, T. 97, 223. 
Festus, Porcius, I. 224 sq. 
Flacius, II. 293. 
Flatt, I. 271 ; II. 284. 
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Fritzsche, L 322, 325. 

G. 
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260 ; wavering in Christianity, 261 ; 

II. 126. 

Epistle to, L 260 sq. 
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with Acts, I. 109, 210. 
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267 ; IL 203. 
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ii. 3 sq. I. 126 ; ii. 20, II. 166 ; iii. 

7, II. 283 ; ia 13, II. 149 ; iU. 16 

aq. II. 194; iii. 20, II. 196; iv. 4, II. 

250 ; iv. 6, IL 127 ; v. 17, II. 146. 
Galba, IL 327. 
Gamaliel, I. 34. 
Gelasius, I. 238. 
GentUes, 1. 60, 80, 84, 1 16, 183, 349 ; II. 

137. 

and Jews, I. 84, 328, 360, IL 40. 

GentUe Christianity, L 117, 141, 321, cf. 

JudsBO-Christians. 
Gieseler, L 126, 148 ; II. 294. 
Glockler, I. 325. 
rX(i)(r(rais XoXciv, L S6, 87, 194, 195; IL 

174, 280. 
Gnosis, IL 173, 236. 
Gnostics, I. 146 ; II. 8, 18, 47. 
Gobarus, Steph., I. 235. 
God, the Unknown, I. 184; Paul's 

doctrine of, IL 237, God all in aU, IL 

226, 226 ; Gods of heathens,- v. 
Demons. 
Grace, sin, law, II. 163. 
Grotius, L 76, 163, 216, 376 ; IL 271. 

H. 

Hagak, IL 201. 

Harless, IL 3, 14, 21, 24, 32. 

Heathenism, IL 204, cf. Demons. 

Belation to Judaism and Christi- 
anity, U. 204, 267. 

Hebrews, L 41. 

Epistle to, IL 338. 

Hegesippus, L 236, 358 ; IL 100, 308. 

Hell, descent into, v. Descent. 

Heinrichs, I. 24. 

HeUeniit3, L 39, 41, 60, 62, 116, 144, 
149. 

Hennas, IL 63. 

Herod Agrippa, L 165. 

Heydenreich, I. 271. 

Hilarius, L 367. 



Hope, IL 229. 
Hug, L 272, 323. 
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Idols, %\ Demons. 

flesh offered to, L 137, 140, 145. 

Ignatian Epistles, I. 144. 
Irenaeus, IL 8, 10, 15, 17, 19. 
Isaac and Ishmael, IL 201, 284. 



James, the Elder, I. 166. 

the brother of the Lord, I. 123, 

136, 146, 207, 272, 358. 

the Just, I. 66. 

James, Epistle of, II. 297, 304. 
Jerome, I. 96, 219. 
Jerusalem, I. 36, 372. 

Church at, L 16, 29, 36, 86, 207, 

378. 

number of, L 20, 37, 211. 

community of goods, I. 30. 

poverty, I. 138. 

collection for, I. 206, 378. 

persecutions, I. 19, 39, 173. 

Judaism, L 40, 125, 173, 211. 

transactions at, I. 109. 

council, I. 116. 

decrees of, L 130, 133, 136. 

Jesus, power of his name, I. 199 ; accusa- 
tion brought against, I. 68. 
Jews, I. 366. 

and Gentiles, I. 84, 349, 355 ; IL 

37, 262. 

advantage of, L 261, 331, 349, 

354 ; IL 40, 210. 

final conversion of, IL 226. 

hatred of Paul, L 175, 206, 217, 

335. 
John the Baptist, I. 192. 

disciples, baptism of, I. 192. 

the apostle, I. 16, 40, 130, 139. 

Josephus, I. 35, 165, 167. 
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ites. 
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JudaK>-Chri8tians, parties of, L 132. 

adversaries of Paul, v. Paul. 

Judffio- and Gentile Christianity,.!. 117, 

123, 125, 128, 132, 142, 144, 149, 322, 

339, 366 ; II. 40. 
Jupiter, I. 101, 104. 
Justification, Paul's doctrine of, I. 264, 

351 ; II. 134, 148. 

of Eph. and Col. Epistles, II. 39. 

of Paul and James, II. 296. 

Justin, I. 198, 230; II. 82. 



Kar^xai', II. 326, 330. 
Kern, II. 93, 299, 325. 
KUng, I. 382. 
Kollner, I. 325. 
Kostlin, IL 240, 243. 
Kuinoel, L 212. 



Lactantius, I. 241. 
Laodiceans, Epistle to, IL 6, 43. 
Law, I. 264,350; IL 37, 137. 

as naihaytayhs^ II. 199. 

law and sin, IL 141, 145, 188, 195, 

204. 

law and promise, I. 266 ; II. 198. 

curse of, II. 149. 

of spirit, IL 161. 

of Christ, IL 167. 

of freedom, 11. 310. 

Light, n. 20, 248. 
lipsius, IL 314. 
Love, IL 40, 167, 232. 
Luke; L 226 ; IL 38. 

his Gospel, L 57 ; cf. Acts. 

Lucian, I. 91, 180. 
Ltinemann, II. 45, 69, 77. 
Luther, IL 285. 
Lystra, L 98. 

M. 
Macedonia, I. 153. 
Magic, L 95, 199. 
Marcellus, I. 55. 

Marcion, Marcionites, I. 369, II. I7f 21, 
43, 100, 101, 202. 



Marcion, Canon of, I. 257. 
Mark, L 231 ; II. 34. 
Marriage, II. 11, 12. 

second, L 148 ; IL 103. 

Mary, L 31. 

Marsilius of Padua, II. 291. 

Mathematicians, L 343. 

Matthew, L 358. 

Matthias, the apostle, I. 92, 291. 

the High Priest, I. 170. 

Matthies, IL 99, 103. 

MayerhofiF, II. 2, 296. 

Mechanical conception of Nature, I. 99. 

Mediator, II. 197. 

Mercury, L 100, 104. 

Messiah, L 283 ; IL 125. 

Mayer, L 34, 55, 58, 177, 184, 202, 212, 

288. 
Michael of Cesena, IL 291. 
Miracles, L 78, 81, 99, 312. 

cf. Paul, Peter, apostles. 

Montanism, IL 22. 
Moses, L 46, 51, IL 130. 

law of, IL 197, cf. Law. 

Mynster, II. 295. 

Myth, nature of, I. 33, 71, 83. 

N. 

Nazabite, I. 144. 

Neander, L 21, 24, 31, 40, 55, 58, 63, 
68, 72, 78, 83, 87, 97, 99, 102, 121, 
125, 141, 142, 146, 154, 156, 158, 
160, 163, 184, 186, 209, 211, 215, 218, 
219, 236, 244, 246, 249, 273, 298, 302, 
322, 346, 364. 

II. 2, 117, 200, 209, 257, 294, 298, 

304, 309. 

Nero, L 241 ; IL 324. 

— '— his persecutions, I. 341. 

Pseudo-Nerones, 11. 329. 

NoOs, distinguished from tti/cO/duz, II. 145. 

0. 

Olshauskn,L 26,55, 58, 64, 79, 101, 106, 
135, 154, 163, 192, 199, 209, 219, 247, 
298, 324, 333, 348, 370 ; II. 296. 

Onesimus, II. 80. 

Origen, L 146, 199, 240, 243, 369. , 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



346 



INDEX. 



Osiander, I. 298. 
Otho, II. 330. 
Ovid, I. 103. 



Papias, I. 231, 234, 237. 
Particulariflin, Jewish, I. 61, 84, 356. 
Parousia, II. 89, 224, 231, 282, 323, 

336. 
Passover, II. 29. 

Pastoral Epistles, I. 244, 256 ; II. 98 sq, 
PauL Saul, I. 35, change of name, 96. 

conversion, 63; II. 123, 269; P. in 

Damascus, 1. 110 ; relation to Stephen, 

60 ; to the older Apostles, 6, 109, 113, 

131, 207, 264; to Peter, 113, 133, 

237, 250, 264. 
made parallel with Peter, I. 6, 81, 

87, 95, 96, 98, 104, 165, 174, 191, 

196, 198, 202, 227, 229, 237. 

strife with Barnabas, 134. • 

gospel of Paul, 112, 122, 128, 152. 

journeys, 92, 116, 152, 175; 11. 

320; to Arabia, I. 110; Jerusalem, 

111, 116, 204; lUyria, 372; Spain, 

227, 373,376,379. 

at Philippi, 153. 

at Athens, 176. 

at Ephesus, 192. 

Apostolic authority, 80, 87, 90, 

114, 264,277. 

sphere of labour, 87, 372. 

importance, 379. 

said to have gone to the Jews first, 

108, 333, 345. 
miracles, 95, 98, 153, 198, 201, 

203, 312. 

speeches, 104, 176, 187, 221. 

relation to the law, 11, 205, 208 ; 

cf. Law. 

relation to 0. T. ; IL 282. 

Apostate, I. 212, 233. 

proselyte, 234. 

opponents, 175,204, 234, 251, 261, 
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